
Decision No. 86280 
'@ t15)n (F\J'rr~u & n 
t.VJ lffi U ~ U U~ 1fu lb 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COr·11'·IISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of National r·Totor Freie;nt Traffic ) 
Assoc1ation~ Inc., Agent, for and. ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
m~n carriers ana express corpora- ) 
t1ons, for authority, to ~4ke ) 
various reviSions in National ) 
Motor Fre1ght Class1fication ) 
1v1& 100-C. ) 

) 
In the Matter of the Investigation) 
~or the pur~ose of cons1der1~ ) 
and cl.etem1n1ng m1n1mutl rates tor ) 
transportation of any and all ) 
commoditiez statewide including, ) 
but not limited to those rates ) 
\11hich ar~ provid.ed in M1n1mUI:l Rate) 
Tar1ff 2 and the reViSions or ) 
reissues thereof. ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

And Related Matters. ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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Applications Nos. 56562 
55574 ,al'ld 56621 

(Filed June 16 and 22 and July 15, 
1916, respectively) 

Case No. ;432 
(Peti tions tor 1-1odificat1on 

Nos. 903, 905 a.n<! 908 
(File<! June 16 and 22 and, July 15, 

1976, respectively) 

Case No. 5436, Petitions 
I'!os. ' 215, 217 and 218, 

Case No. 54391 Petitions 
Nos. 279!J 2<s1 and 283 

Case No. 5441; Petitions 
l~os. 363, 365 and 356 

Case No. 5603, Pet'1tions 
Nos. 191, 193, and, 194 

Case No. 77S3~ Petitions 
Nos •. 139,. 141 and'142 

Case Ho.- 7857, Petitions' 
Nos. 141 143 and ,144 

Case l~o. 7858, PC'titionS 
Nos. 211~ 212 and 213 

(Filed June l6' and 22' a.."'ld July 15, 
1976, respectively) , 



A .. 56562~ C .. t32(?et.903) et al. - jm ... , 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Variouc common carriers engaged in intrastate tr~nspor
tation within Californ1a partic1pate in National !,~otor Freight 
Classification m>~ 100-C, hereinafter referree to as the Governing 
Classification, for clasz ratings ane other provisions. Also, 
certain Commission min1mum rate tariffs are su~ject to the class 
ratings ane/or other provisions of such class!£1cation .. 

By Applications 56562, 56514 a.."'ld 56621, National ~Zotor 
Freight Traffic Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on 
behalf of such common carriers, to publish spec1£1c reviSions 
in the Governing Classificatior ... 1 By the a~ove petit1ons, 
California Trucking Associat1on seel(s to make the prop,osed ratings 
and provisionz applicable to certain CommiSSion minimuo rate 
tariffs. 2 Petit'ioner requests that all COt'J:non carriers be di

rected to establish 1n the1r respective ta."""!fts such modifications 
as may be prescribed by the Comr.Ussion's order in these pro
ceedings. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as 
applicants, state that Governing Classification is periodically 
revised to meet the ch~"'lging needs of commerce. Ap~11cants allege 
that these revisions include: (l)c~anges for clarification p~rpo5ez; 
(2)canccllation or obsolete provisions; (3)establishment of specific 
ratings for ne'tlly designed or manufactured articles and (4 )a:nend
ment$. reflecting the transportation c.haracteristics of certain 
commodities. Applicants aver that the sought revisions have 
ceen authorized oy the National Classiflcation Board, after ~ue 
procesz, for tariffs cover1ng areas other than Cal1torn1a and 
that such reviSions, if authorized, would permit maintenance 

lThe proposed changes" which are proVided in Supplements, 5~ 6 
e~d 7 to the Governing Classi£1cat1o~, are set forth in Exhibits 
A of Application 56562, 56514 and 56621. 

2The tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs l-B (East Bay Drayage) > 
2 (General Comcodit1es State~lide), 9-B (San Diego Drayage), 
ll-A (Uncrated N'ew Furniture Statewide) ~ and 19 (San Francisco 
Drayaee) • 
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A. 56562, C .. 5432 (Pet. 903) et al. - j~ 

of uniformity of classification provisions in California with 
those in the rest of the nation. 

Copies of the applications and petitions were mailed 
to various cham~ers of commerce, shipper organizat1ons, carrier 
representatives and other interested parties on or about June 16 
and 21 and JulY 16, 1975. The applications and petitions were 
listed on the COmmiSSion's Da11y Calendar of June 18 and 24 and 
July 19, 1976. 

By Petitions for Suspension in Applicat10n 56574 tiled 
on July 9, 1976, Cutter Laboratories, Inc. and Drug and Toilet 
Preparation Traffic Conference objected to the proposed changes 
in the less-truCkload an4 t~uck1oad ratings on administration 
sets, hospital patient k1ts and 1npatient treatment kits as de
scribed in Items 55900-A, l08l45-A and 108l50-A of Supplement 
6 to the Governing ClasSification. Protestants state that the 
increases in the ratings on these commodities are substantial 
a~d, in order to continue to offer health care produets to the 
public at reasonable prices, they must be in a pOSition to control 
operating expenses, Such as raw materials, labor or transportation. 

By letter dated August 3, 1976, Chemical Syst~ 

D1 viSion. ot United Technologies (Che:l1cal Systems) objected to 
the proposed increaze from 24,000 to 36,000 pounds in the mini-
mum weight governing the truckload rating on propellant explosives 
or explosive propelling, units as descrihed in Item 64055-A, Sub 2 .. 
of Supplement 6 or the Governing Classification. Chemieal Systems 
declares that such increaze in the minimum weight is without jus
tification and is unjust ~~d discriminatory. 

In the Circumstances, the CommiSSion finds: 
1. Applicant's and petitioner's proposals in'Applications 

56562" 56574 and 56621 are reasonable and justified" su~jeet 
to the conditions hereinafter ordered. 

-3-



A. 56562, C. 5432 (Pet 903) et al. '- jmw* 

i',< 

2. Petitioner's suggestion that the min~um rate tarifrs 
be amended to reflect the precise effectiveness of the supplemental 
matter in the Governing Classification is not warranted and will 
not be adopted.. 

3. The increase in the ratings 1n Supplement 6 of the 
Governing Classification on administration sets, hospital patient 
kits and ,inpatient treatment kits as described in Items 56900-A, 
lo8145-A and 108l50-A of' Suppletlent 6 and reissued 1n Supplement 7 
of the Governing Classification should not be authorized at this 
t1me. 

4.. The increase in the minimwn weight governing the truck-
load rating on propellant exploSives or explosive propelling ~~ts 
as described in Item 64C55-A, Sub 2, or Supplement 6 of' the 
Governing Classification and reissued in Supplement i of the 
Governing Classif1cation $hould not be authorized at this time.' 

50' Applicant's and petitioner's other proposals in Appli
cations 56562, 56574 and 56621 are reasonable and justified. 

6. A public hearing is not necessary. 
The Commission concludes that the applications and 

petitions should be granted to the extent indicated in the ensuing 
order. 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 
1. National Motor Freight Traffic Associat1on, Inc., Agent, 

on behalf of the involved common carriers participating in National 
Motor Freight Classif1cation NMF lOO-C, is author1zed to 'establish 
and publish the classification ratings anci proV1sions set forth 
in Applications 56562> 56574 (except the proviSions or Items 
56900-A, 64055-A> l08145-A and lc8150-A of Supplement 5) and 
Application 56621 (except the reissued proviSions or Items S6900-A, 
64055-A .. l08l45-A and lo8150-A of Supplement 7) to become etf'eetive 
not earlier than September l~> 1916, on not less .than one day's 
notice to the Commlssion and to the publiC. 
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A. 50502, C~ 5432~ (Pet. 903) et ale - jmw* 

2. Except a~ otherwise provided in Ordering Paragraph 6 
hereof, the classification ratings and provisions authorized herein 
are approved and adopted as the just, reasonable and. nondiscrimina
tory ratings and provisions to govern the rates and rules promul
gated by the Comm1ssion in Minimum Rate Tariffs l-B, 2, 9-B, ll-A 
and 19. 

3. 
r.1ers as 
that the 

Tariff publications required to be made by common car
a result or the or~er herein shall be filed not earlier 
effective date or this order and shall be made effective 

September 14, 197o, on one day's notice to the COmmission and to 
the public; and tariff publications which are authorized but not re
quired to be made by common carriers as a result of the order 
herein may be made effective not earl.1er than SepteI:lber 14, 1976, 
and may be made effective on not less th~~ one day's notice to the 
Commission and to the public if f.11ed not later than November 14, 
1976. 

4. The classification ratings and proviSiOns authorized to 
be established by the order herein are authorized to be ~ade appli
cable also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum rates have not 
been established, 

(b) Commodities which are subject to h1~~er rates 
than, or more restrictive provisions than~ the 
minimum rates or provisions otherwise applica
ble, or 

(c) Commo~1t1es for which rates have been established 
based upon ~.1nimum Rate Tariffs l-B" 2, 9-B, 
ll-A and 19. 

5. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier 
tariffs which are more restrictive than" or which produce charges 
greater than those contained in Min1mum Rate Tariffs l-B, 2) 9-B) 
ll-A and 19 are authorized to be maintained in connection with 
the ratings and proV1siO'ns authorized and directed to be estab
lished herein. 
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A. 56562., c. 5432 (Pet .. 903) et al .. - jmw* 

6.. Except as prov1de·d in Ordering Paragral'h 5 hereof', 
coomon carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and provi
sions which are d1!ferent from., an4 are superseded by present 
exceptions conta1ned in Minimum Rate Tar1tfs l-B, 2., 9-B, 11-A, 
19 and Except10n Rat1ngS Tariff 1. 

1. Common carriers., in esta:olish1ng and 'Oa.1ntaining the 
ratings and provisions authorized hereinabove, are hereby autho
rized to depart from the prov1sions ot Sect10n 461.5 of the Public 
Ut1lities Code ~ the extent necessary to adjust long- and sho~t
haul depart~es now maintained under outstanding authorizations; 
such outstanding author1zat1ons are hereby modified only to the 
extent necessary to comply with thiS order; and $chedules contain
ing the ratings and prOVisions published under th13 author1ty shall 
make rererence to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul 
departures and to this order. 

The effective date of th1~ order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 
Dated at san Francisco, California, this r2..y~ day of 

August> 1916. 


