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Decision No.86384 

BEFORE ~EZ PU8~IC UTI~I~IES COMMISSION OF T.BE ST~ Op:ChLIFORNIA 

In the Matter of Application of ) 
Kenneth Henricksen, for the Authority) 
to Incroase Commu~er Passenger Farcs ) 

Application NO. 56254 
(Filod Fe~ru~.{ 3, 1976) 

OPINION' .... ---- ... ---
Kenneth Eenric~sen, dba Poodle Bus T .. inc (Pooele), operatos 

as a passenger stage corporation, pursuant to a Certificate of Publie 
Convenience and Nce~=~i~~ iss~ed by this corocission. Poodle addi
'tionally operates charter service, also pu:z~~;:nt to CotnrllissS.on 
authority. By this application, Poodle req-..:csts author:i.ty to in
crease its various passenger stage fares, as follows: 

W~ekly Fare Between 
Mare Island and 

Sebastopol 
Santa Rosa 
Kenwood 
Hanna Road 
Asua Caliente 
Sonoma-Broadway 

Present Fare 
$8·~00 

8,.00 
7 .. 50 
7.00 
6.50 
6.00 

PrOP9sed Fare 

$12.00 
12 .. 00 
11 .. 50 
ll.OO, 
10.50: 
9.00 

Applicant alleges that its operating expenses have 
incrca~cd substantially since the present fares were established in 

1968. In partieular, applicant cites the following expense increases: 
insurMce 207<',4; garage labor 300%; diesel fuel 190""; gasoline 144%;
licenses l61%. Applicant states that charter work has subsidized 
its passenger stage commute service for many years and that it can 
no longer bc relied on to do this. 

~he passenger stage service, which is the subject of thi~ 
application, is a Ithome-to-work" service between verious Sonoma 
County residential communities and the United States Naval Shipyard 

at Mare Island (Vallejo). It consists of three routes, with 

one-way distances of DctwCQn 28 and 65 miles. 
'!'he Commission staff has prepared an engineering economic 

study of Poodle (adopted he:ewith as Exhibit 1), the essential 
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rcsult~ of which are set forth in Appendices A and B attached. 

These passenger stage operationa would be conducted at a loc~ in 
the absence of a further increase, but ~ill, if the proposed fares 
~e adopted, achieve a 99.5% operating ratio (slightly bette= th~ 
break even). The staff study includes reasonable allowances for 
the value of labor performed by Mr. and Mrs .. Senricksen in mechan
ical and administra~ive functions, respeetively. 

The inere~se in revenue IIIi th the proposed f1JJ:e$ is esti
mated to be $6,700 ann~ally. 

Pursuant to ~~lic Utilities Code Sections 130.3 and 

730.5, the Commission staff has notified affected public trar~sit 
operators and planning agencies of this application.. The m~tter was" 
also duly noted in the Commission's Daily C~ndar. No protests or 
comments h~ve bc~n reeeived. 

The Transportation Division staff recommends that the 
application be granted by ex parte order. 

After consideration, the Commission finds that the 

requested fare increases are justified. A public hearing is not 
necessary. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Kenneth Henrieksen, dJ:>a pooele Bus Line, is author
izod to establish the increased fares as set forth above. Tariffs 
authorized to be made as a result of this order may be effective 
not earlier than five days after the effoctive date of this order 
and not .less than five days· notice to t.l'le Commission and to the 
public .. 

2. This authority shall expire unless exereized within 
90 days after the effective date of this order. 

3.. In addition to the r~ired posting ana filing of 
tariffs, ap~licant shall give notiee to the public by posting in 
its buses a printed explanation of its fares. Such notice shall be 

posted not less than five days before the effective date of the 
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fare changes and shall re'llain posted for a period of not less than 

30 days.. In viOvl of the fact that these c:ommon carrier operations 
are currently being conducted at a loss, the effe.:=tive date of this 
oraer shall be the date hereof • 

. ' .:,~: '. Dated at San Francisco, California, this ,t£.O..> day of 
'''SEPTEMBER 1976. 
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K. HENRICKSEN I Dl3I\ POOOtE BUS T.pm 
STAFF ESn}o(A'l'ED RESU'L'l'S OF OPERA'l'IONS 

APPENDlX A 

FOa RATE Y£A.R SE'P"IEMBER. I. 197& THROUGH AUGOS'l' 31, 1977 
AT PRESENT FARES 

: . : Item or AccOUttt : Suff Adjuseed . . 
" :Lic.e : Reference : Number : Des(:1".;!pe1on :PSC : Ch4r1:e1:' : Total " " 

Sut:1stics 

1 Bus M:f.1es 72,800 67,300 140,100 
2 P-aaseager Xrips(EBt.) 28-,200 

Revenue 

3 3200 Pag,:. 00I:m0n Carrier $20,200 $20,200 
4 3100 Cb.a.rtcr $61~800 61,800 
5 3900 O1:her 
6 13, 4, 5 3000 'rotal $20,200 $61,800 $82,000 

Expeas~s 

7 4100 EquiP"- H41a.t. $ 9,250 $ 8,550 $17,800 . 
8 4200 Tracsportat1oll 5,200 15,200 20,400 
9 4300 Station 

10 4400 TraffiC 250 2,000 2,250 
II 4$00 In.suranee .& S4fety 5,500 6,000 11,$00 
12 4600 Admin .. & Ceaer41 4,900 7,700 12,600 
13 5000 Deprec:!.&t1on 7,550 7,550 
14 5200 Oper. 'X.lxes & Uc. 1,600 2,550 4,150 
15 5300 Oper4tia.g Rents. 70 110 180 
16 L7 thru l5 Toea1 Expenses $26,770 $49,660 $76,430 

17 L6 less 16 Operatiag Inecce $-6,510 $12,140 $ 5,570 

18· 8000 Income 'taxes $ SOC 

19 L17 less IS. Net Income $-6,570 $ 5,070 

20 (U6,18)+L6 Operaticg Ratio-1. 132 .. 5 80.4 93.8 
21 1.19+1.22 Rate of Recuru-7. 8.6 
22 Rate :sa~ $59,200 



K. nENRICXSEN a 1)3A ?OOi>LE 30'S LIl.;s A?P&~IX r> 
STAFF ESTL'1I\XED RESULTS OF O?EAATIO:.iS 

FOR R.AT~ YE.\R. SEPTE.'GER 11 197~ nm.oaGH AI1GUS'l' 31. 1977 -
AT PROPOSEt) FARES 

. : . Item. or Ac:eouc.t. . St~f .;.djusted . . . .. .. .. 
: LiM: ~fcrc~ ~~cr Dcscr1.e.;j.oa ?SC :Ch4reer : Tot41 : 

,St.:1tist.i.c.a 
l 3u.& :.alca 12.800 ~1 ,300 l4O.lOO 
2 ?u~cr 't:I:"~&(&t.) 24.400 

Rcvcn.uc 
3 Z200 P4.&~r Coaomon 

C.lrrier $2S.900 $2S.900 
4 :noo Ch.uter $61,800 61,300 
S 3900 Other -
S. LS,4,S 3000 'X.oe4.1 $2S,900 $61.sao $88,100 " 

Expenses 
7 4100 Equ1~.. Ma1AtellolQ.C.e $ 9,250 $ S.SSO $17"SOO 
$ 4200 Transport.o.tion 5.200 lS,200 20,400 
9 4300 St4t1oll ,:". .. 

10 4400 Traffic. :so. 2,000 2,250 
11 4500 IMw:'~e & Safety 5.500 s,.ooa ll..SOO 
12 4600 6~W" a1atr~1vc & ~. 4,900 1,100 12.,SOO 
13 5000 Dc?r~i4tioa. 1,.550 7,550 
14 5200 Oper .. T4Xe& & L1ua.&Cs 1,600 2 • .550 4.lSO 
15 5300 Op.era.ti.ng Ren:a 70 110 l30 
16 L7 thru 15 Toul Exp.ca.s.e So $2S.170 S49.s.so $16.430 

17 1.6 less LlS Op.crati.ae Iacom.e $ l30 $12.1.40 $U.Z70 

18 8000 I:l.cof.1e X-axes (Zst:.) $ 2,440 $ 2,440 

19 1..17 leas US Net Income - % $ 130 $ 9."00 .$ 9.330 

20 (1..l~. 13) + tS Op.er~inJ: R4C10 - 7. 99.5 S4.S 8$.9 

21 1..19 -to- L22 R4teof Return -% loS'" eV 

22. R.ate 3aJ;,e $59 .. 20(). 


