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Decisio.n84 03 035 MA.q 71984 

BEFORE THE PUSLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Applicatio.n o.f the City o.f Santa 
Barbara to. relo.cate an at-grade 
cro.ssing o.f the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company railroad 
tracks from Santa Barbara Street 
to Garden S~reet in the City o.f 
$.a."lta Barbara. 
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Application 8·2-12-66 
(Filed Deeember 30, , 982) 

o PIN ION -------
As part o.f the pro.ject to. develop the cabrillo- Plaza,. the 

City o.f Santa Barbara (City) requests authority to relocate the 

existing grade cro.ssing o.f Santa Barbara Street to Garden Street 

acro.ss the tracks o.f Southern Pacific Transportation Company's 

(SP'I') Coast main line in San'Ca Barbara, Santa Barbara Co,unty. 

The si'Ce o.f 'Che proposed projec'C is located in the 

wa'Cerfro.nt area o.f the City o.f Santa Barbara, bounded o.n 'Che north 

by Yano.nali Street, on the west by Santa B~rbara S'Cree'C and o.n the 
" , 

So.uth by cabrillo Boulevard. Planned deveibpment 'includes a maj or 
, " 

ho.tel, res'Caurant and marine sto.rage and rep~ir faCilities. The 

relo.ca'Cio.n o.f 'Che Santa Barbara S'Creet crossing. to. the mo.re 

desirable Garden Stree'C lo.ca'Cio.n will pr,~vid.e primary access to the 

Cabrillo. Plaza Development and to. the p!anned impro.vement of S'Cate 

Ro.ute 101 from an expressway to. full freeway standards. 

City is the lead agency for this project under the 

california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA),as amended, 
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Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After preparation and 

review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). City approved the 

project. On September 1. 1983 a Notice of Determination was filed 

with the Santa Barbara County Clerk which found that "The project 

will have a significant effect on the environment." 

!'he Commission is a responsible agency for this proj eet 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's 

EIR. !he site of the proposed proj ect has been inspected· by the 

Commission staff. 

Notice of the application was published in th.e 

Commission's Daily calendar on January 4, 198:3·. By motion filed 

August 15. 1983. Scenic Shoreline Preservation Conference. Inc. 

(SSPC) requested that it be permitted eo late-file a protest to· 

Application 82-12-66. SSPC' s motion was denied by Decision 

83-10-075 dated October 19. 1983. No oth~r prot.ests have been 

received. A public hearing is not necessary~ 

Findings of Fact 

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities (PU) Code 

Sections 1201-1205 to relocate the existing at-grade crOSSing of 

Santa Barbara Street to Garden Street across the tracks o·f $o,uchern 

Pacific Transportation Company's Coast main line, in Santa Baro-ara,. 

Santa Barbara County • 
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2. Reloca~ion of ~he crossing to Garden Street is required 

to provide primary access to ~he Cabrillo Plaza Developmen~ and 

planned improvemen~ of State Route 101 ~o full freeway s~andards. 

3. Public convenience. necessity and safety require 

reloca~ion of ~he San~a Barbara S~reet grade crossing. to Garden 

Street. 

4. Public safety requires that the protection at the cross

ing be four Standard No. 9 automatic gate-~ype signals (General 

Order (GO) 7S-C). 

5. Upon completion of the relocated Garden Street crossing, 

and its opening to vehicular traffic, the existing Santa Barbara 

Street grade crossing should be closed and physically removed. 

6. Applicant is the lead agency for this project under CEQA. 

as amended. 

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

8. !he cabrillo Plaza Development will have a significant 

impact on the environment; however, mitigation measures will reduce 

the severity of the adverse impacts. 

9. The EIR identifies no significant environmental impact 

that will be caused by construetion of the relocated crossing or 

the closing of Santa Barbara street crossing • 
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Conclusion of Law .' 

The application should be granted as set forth in, the 

following order. 

ORDER --- --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

, • The City of Santa Barbara (City) is authorized to, 

relocate the existing at-grade crossing of Santa Barbara Street to 
I 

Garden Street across the tracks of Southern Pacific transportation 

Company's (SPT) Coast main line in Santa Barbara ~ Santa Barbara 

County. at the location and substantially as shown by the plans 

attached to the application. to be identified as Crossing,E-371.0S • 

2. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior 

to Standard No. 1 GO 72-B. 

3. Clearances shall conform to GO 26-D. Walkways shall 

conform to GO 118. 

4. Protection at the crossing shall be four Standard No. 9 

automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C). 

5. Construction expense of relocating the Santa Barbara 

S~reet grade crossing eo Garden Street crossing shall be borne ~y 

the City. 

6. Installation cost of the automatic protection shall be 

shared equally by City and SPT • 

-4-



• 

• 

• 

A.S2-12-66 T/RRT/ ARM/WPSC 

7. Maintenance of the crossing sha.ll conform to. GO 72-B. 

Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be shared 

equally by City and SP1' under PU Code Section 1202.2. 

S. Construction plans of the crossing. a.pproved by SPT, 

together with a copy of the agreement entered into between the 

parties. shall be filed with the Commission prior to commencing 

construction. 

9. Upon completion of the relocated crossing and its opening 

to vehicular traffic, the existing Santa Barbara Street grade 

crossing, Crossing E-371.0, shall be closed and physically removed. 

, O. Within 30 days after completion of the work under th.is 

order, City shall advise the Commission in writing that the 

authorized work has been completed • 
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This au~horiza~ion shall expire if not exercised wi~hin 

~wo years unless ~ime is extended or if the above conditions are 

no~ complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience. necessity. or safety so require. 

This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 

Dated MAR 7 1984 • at San francisco, California. ----------------
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VI CTOR . CALVO 
PRISCILLA. C. GREW 
DONALD VIAL 
WILLIAM 1' •. BAGLEY 

.Comm.1ss!onoX':s 

(;ommissioner teonru-d M~ ·Crimes. Jr ••. 
beil'l): Iiecessnrily absen;. did not ...... . 
pmicipOl.te. .. 


