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Decision R4 03 102 MAR 21 1984 

'BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF !HE STATE OF 'cALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of ) 
california~ Department of Transport-) 
ation for an oraer authorizing the ) 
following, project:, Construction of ) 
two at-grade crossings on Southern ) 
Pacific Transportation's Santa Paula) 
Branch Line. One crossing will be ) 
at Railroad Mile Post at 415.88 and ) 
another at Railroad Mile Post at ) 
416.0>. The closing. of existing ) 

. crossing. known. asEist Santa Paula ) 
Grade CrOSSing No. BE-4l5.9 o~ ) 

Application 83·-04 ... 40 
(Filed' April l5~ 1983) 

• 

• 

Southern Pacific Transportation ) 
Company's Santa Paula Branch.Line ) 
which intersects with existing State) 
Route 126 in Ventura County. ~ 

OPINION -- -- ...... - --. -- ...,.,. 

As part of the project to realign and widen State Route 

126 east of Santa Paula~ the State of California, Department of 

" Transportation (Cal trans) requests authority to construct two 
I . . 

at-grade crossings over the tracks of Southern Pacific 'transporta-

tion Company's (SP!) santa Paula Branch Line in Ventura County. 

One proposed crossing will be at the realigned State 

'Route 126. Caltrans proposes to close" remove and a'bandon the 

existing State Route 126 crOSSing upon completion and opening' to, 

traffic of the realigned State Route 126,. The other erossing;~to 
. , 

'be .constructed at Padre Lane~ will provide access' to Telegraph" 

Roaa which becomes Main Street innear'by Santa Paula • 
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• 

• 

• 

Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the 

California Environmental Quality Act o·f 1970 (CEQA), as amended·, 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After ·preparation 

and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), Caltrans issued 

a Negative Declaration and approved the project. On November 20, 

1981, a Notice of Determination was filed with the Secretary for 

Resources which found that "the project will not have' a significant 

effect on the environment. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this ,project 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency"s. EIR. 

and Negative Declaration. The site of the proposed project has 
' . 

I 

been inspected by the Commission s,taff. 
I 

Notice of· the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily Calendar ,on April 18:, 1983,. No p:c:otests have 

been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

Findings of Fact 
, '. \1,1 '/ 

. ~ I 
1. Ca1trans requests authority under Public Utilities' (PU) 

. :' 

Code Sections 1201-1205 to construct two' at-grade crossings·,. Padre 

Lane and State Route 126; over the tracks 'of SP'I Santa Paula Branch 

Line in Ventura County. 
" 

2. Construction of~the proposed Padre Lane and the. realigned 

State Route 126 cross.1ngs. is required to permit the improvement and 
I 

widening of State Route 126·east of Santa Paula • 
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3. Public convenience and necessity require construction of' 

the two proposed at-grade crossings. 

4. Public safety requires that protection at the proposed 
I 

crossings be four Standard No. 9 automatic flashing light signals 

with gates at' the' State Route 126 crossing and two Standard, .No,. 9' 

automatic flashing light signals with gates a.t Padre ,Lane cros.sing, 

(General Order (GO) 75-C). 

5. Upon completion of the realigned State Route 126· crossing, 
, . 

, ' . 

and its opening to vehicular tra.ffie, the existing'crossing of' 

State Route 126 should be closed and physically removed. 

6. ca.ltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 

as amended. 

7 •. The Commission is a responsible agency for this proj,ect 

and has reviewed and' cons idered ,the lead· agency's EIR and .. Neg&. t1ve 

Declaration. 

S'. The project will not have a significa.nt effect upon the 

environment. 

Conclusion of Law: 

The application should be granted as set forth in the' 
" 

following order,~ 
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ORDER. 
~ ~ .,-,- -

(Ce.ltrans), is authorized to construct two at-grade crossing:s" 

Padre Lane and State Route 126, over the tracks of Southern!Pacific' " " 
I .' 

Transportation Company's (SPT) Santa Paula. Branch Line in Ventura 

County, at the locations and substantially as shown by plans 

attached'to the application -to- be identif:ted as crossings 'BE-4l5:.S8 

(Padre Lane) and ·BE-'416,.OS (State Route 126). 

2. Upon completion of the realigned State Route 126 crossing 

and its opening to vehicular traffic, the existing crossingo-f -

State Route 126 shall be closed and removed. 

3. Construction ~f the crossings shall be equal or su?erior 

to Standard No,. 1 of GO 72-~. 

4. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D. Walkways 

shall confo%'tll t~ GO ... 11S:~ 

5. Protection at the Padre Lane crossing shall be two 

Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals and protection at 

realigned State Route 126 crossing shall be-four Standard No.. 9 

automatic gate-tyPe s.1gnals (GO 7S-C). 

6. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into· between the 

pareies. A-copy of the ,agreement and construction plans approved 
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by SPT, sMll be filed with the Commission prior ,to commencing 

construction. Should the parties fail ,to agree,the Commission 

will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by further 
t ',,1 

order. 

7. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 

order, Ca.ltrans shall notify the Commission in writing that t~e 

authorized work has been completed. 

'!'his authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience) necessity" or safety so' require • 

This order becomes effective '30 days from today. 

Dated, __ t'tAR __ 2_1_'_19_84_' __ , at San francisco', California. 

LEONARD M. GRI~S • .m. 
'. .. .. ' . 'P:-e:sidont 

VI CTOR CAL'10 " . , " 
PRISCILLA C., CRe.""W 
DO~ALDVIAL" , 
WI~LI.A.."1': ~, BAGLEY 

! . Commi:;s:1.0.:l()1"$ 
~, ' , . 

','.' .. , ". 


