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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CF THE SIATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the CITY OF PITTSBURG)

for an ORDER Authorizing construc-: ;

tion of Grade Separation Structures

to carry RAILROAD AVENUE over the -;

tracks of the Southern Pacific

Traansportation Company and under the) Application 83-12-36 "
tracks of The Atchison, Topeka & ) (Filed December 20, 1983)
Santa Fe Railway Company, sometimes ;

known as the "Railroad Avenue Grade

Separation Project” (PUC No. B-48.9 i

Decision

and’ 2-1155 7)

P I N I 0N

The City of Pittsburg (City) requests. authority to

construct Railroad Avenue at separated grades over the tracks of
Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) Mococo Main Line
and under the tracks of The Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railway :
Company's (AT&SF) main line iu Pittsburg, Contra‘Costa County.

The priority list of grade separation projects for fiscal
year 1983-84, as set forth in Decision 83-06- 36 dated June 1
1983, shows this project as Priority No. 8.

City is the lead agency for this project under the’
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended
Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000 et seq. Cicy has N
deternined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under

Section 21080. 13 of, the PR code-l/

1/ Section 21080.13 was added to the PR Code bz Cha ter 58,
Statutes 1982, as an urgency statute effective February 18 1982.-
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The Commission is a responsible agency for this'project“
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency 8
categorical exemption determination. The site of the proposed
project has been inspected by the Commission staff.

The grade separation project will proyidefmore dependable
and safer traffic circulation between "old town' to ‘the nortn, and*‘
the residential and commercial areas'located south of the tracks.
The existing Railroad Avenue grade crossings of SPT s and AISF's
‘tracks will be eliminated upon completion of the project.

Notice of the application and amendment were published in

the Commission's Daily Calendar on December 22 19831' ‘No. protests

have been received. A public ‘hearing. is not necessary.

Findings of Fact

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct Railroad Avenue at separated grades
over the tracks of SPT's Mococo Main Line and under the trac?s ofug
ATSF's main line in Pittsburg, Contra Costa County.v |

2. Construction of the grade separation over SPI' s tracks

requires temporary modification of. existing Crossing B-a8 9.;

3. Railroad operations require temporary AISP track
relocations during the construction of the railroad structure. “

4. Construction of the grade separation project is reouired |
to reduce vehicular traffie delay and improve safety for railroad

ot "

operations.

. '
'
-
B

i
PV
[




A-83-12-36 T/AA/ARM/WPSC

5. Public convenience, necessity and safety require
construction of the proposed grade separatmons.

6. City is the lead agency for this project under CEQA as-
anended. - | | |

7. The Commiséion;io‘e'responsible agency for this project:
and has reviewed.and'co&sidered the lead agency's categoricai
exemption determination. |

8. It can be seen with eertainty that there is mno
possibility that the activity in question may have a signi£icant
effect on the environment. | |

9. The activity is not covered by the requirements set forth
ian CEQA and, fherefore the Guidelines (14 Cal. Admin. Code -
Div. 6) conceraing the evaluation of projects and the. preparation
and review of environmental oQCuments do not apply. ‘

Concluéion of Law

Tﬁe‘épﬁlioation should be granted as set forth In the

following oxdex.

IT IS ORDERED that: - |
1. The City of Pittsburg (City) is authorized to ¢omstruct
Railroad Avenue at separated grades over the tracks of Soﬁ;hern ‘

Pacific Transportation Compaay's (SPT) Mococo Main Line and under

the tracks of The‘A;chison,‘Topeka and Sante‘Fe's‘(AESF)ymaip line
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in Pittsbufg, Contra Costa County, at the locations and

substantially as shown by plans attached to the appiicetion,‘to be

identified as Crossings B-48.9-A and 2-1155 7-3, respectively.

2. City is authorized to close the west roadway'of existing
Railroad Avenue (southbound traffic) Crossing B-48.9 during
construction as indicated by plans\ettached,to‘the epplicetion.

3. During construction, protection on the east roedwey‘of '
Crossing B-48.9 shall be a minimum of two Standard No-IQ-automatic
gate-type signals (Generel Order'75;0), with approptiate
modification thereof prior to changing the direction o# trafiic.'

4. TUpon completion of the grade separation project and its
opening to vehlicular traffic, the existing Rail:oadkoenue grade:
crossing of SPIYs.tracks (Crossing 3-4819) shelljbe cloeed end..
physically removed. . C

5. City is further authorized to close and remove: existing
Railroad Avenue Crossing 2-1155.7 during construction as indicated.
in the application.‘ |

6. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order
26-D; walkways sball conforn to Gemeral Order 118. .

7. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in
accordance with agreements to be entered into between the parties.

A copy of the agreements, together with plans of the crossings

“approved by SPT and AISF, shall be filed with the Commission prior -

to commencing construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the
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Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenanéev L
by further order. | o |

8. Withiﬁ”30 days after completion of thé‘work undexr this
ordexr, City shall advise the Commission in.writing that ﬁhéf: |
authorized work has been completed. - |

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within

three years unless time is extended oxr 1f the above conditidns‘are
not complied with. Authormzation may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necesszty, or safety so require.

This order becomes effective 30 days from today.

Dated MAR 2 1 1984 , &t San Franc-isco-,: California.

LEONARD M. GRIMES, JR.
Pr -
VICTOR CAIVO o ;dom
PRISCILLA-C. GREW
DONALD VIAL =
RILLIAN.T. BACIZY
. Commissionors

I CERTFY T”ﬁx TFT” D”CTSIOV
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