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Decision 84 04 OOS . APR 4"1984 

BEFORE ~HE PUBLIC U~ILITIES comr.ISSION OF THE STA~E OF~~~~~ 
In the Matter of the Application of 
CP NA~IONAL CORPORATION, PACIFIC GAS 
Al-l1) ELEC~RIC C,OMP AN'! , SAN DIEGO GAS 
AND ELECTRIC C01-IPANY, SOU~HERN 
CALIFORNIA GAS COr-1PANY, SOU~HWES~ 

) 

GAS CORPORA~IOU, public utility gas 
corpo;rations, for an Order Modifying l 
General Order No. 112-D adopted 
June 5, 1979, in Decision No. 90372 
in order to conform with the changes ) 
to ~he Minimum Federal Safety ) 
Standard, issued by the Department of ) 
!ra.ns:por.~a.tion, Materia.ls Trans- 1 
portation Bureau" as more particularly 
set forth in the Application herein. 

o PIN ION 
~ .... ~----

Application 83-05-56 
(Filed May 23, 1983) 

CP l~ationa.l Corporation, Pa.cific Gas and Electric 'Company , 
San Diego Gas and Electric Company, Southern California Gas Company, 
and Southwest Gas Corpora.tion (applicants), are all engaged in the 
purchase, distri butionand/ or sale of natural gas within, Ca11:f'o-rnia. ;; 
Applicants request that the Commission modify certa.in parts of . 

'. 

General Order '12-D.to conform with changes to Title 49 CFRPart ,192, 
the 1-Iinimum Federal Safety Standards, issued 'by !>!aterials ' . 
Transportation :Bureau, Departmento! Transportation (DOT)~' .Copies of 
the proposed amendments are attache'd to the application as :Exhibits A 
through K. 

DOT has amended eleven sections of Title 49 CFR ·~a.rt- 192. 
These changes, of which we take offiCial notice, ,were issued as .' . 
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Amendment 192-4), Docket PS-7" Federal Register, Volume 47, 
No. 204, Pages 46850-2, October 21, 1982 and became effective 
Novetl'ber 22'~ 1982. In the supplementary information provided tor 
this rulemaking, DOT noted that' the adoption of the changes would 
result in substantial savings to consumers and the ,industry, without 
any adverse impact on public satety. The new regulations were 
promulgated without notice, and public proceedings. 

The eleven sections of Title 49 eFR Part 192' spec'itY', the 
'. , 

frequency at ~hich required inspections~;tests, and other activities, 
must be perform,ed. Before amendment, these sections required, these 
acti vi ties to' be performed within a fixed interval. The. word'ing 
limited the applicants' ability to flexibly schedule the required. 
acti vi ties. To comply with the fixed inte~~val, a. utili,ty would need 
to perform the activity on the same day each year, which WOUld, 
'. . 

frequently not be possible because of emergency work, holidays, etc • ., 
or it would have to perform the activity at intervals less tha.n,those 

, . . 

specifiec • Applicants state that as a practical' matt~r" this', would 
cause the .schedules continually to regress,. They cite" ,tor e,~mple, 
that district regu.lator inspect,ion and test,ing', should normally be 
performed annually before the winter heat1,ng season to insure the 
facilities are properly functioning. The:::fixed interva~ requirement 
would cause the date 'for ins,pection and testing to regress" and in 
time, to the spring or winter months. During the spring.and winter 
mo~ths, gas loads are normally high. along wit,b, a.n inc,ree.sed workload. 
due to gas operating requirements. Scheduling the remova.lof these 
regu.lating facilities 1rom service can be difficult. Along"withthe 
heavy opera.ting manpower requirements, inclement weather·ca.n'disrupt 
schedules overe.n extended period of time. They further' st'a.te tha.t: ' 
in F.l. 'few a..reas ice and snow conditions eouldrenders,urveys' and 

, .' 

inspections ineftect·i ve. Xo avoid these operational' problems., more 
frequent (tWice a year') inspections, surveys, and testing could be 

'.' 
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required resulting in:increa.sed costs .. Applicants aver that 
experience indicates" that more frequent inspection 'intervals a.re not 
justified. -

DOT recognized industry's operating pro~lems and the added 
cost 'borne by the customers, and it determined tha.t there would be no, 
adverse impact on safety if it amended Title 49 CFR Part',192 to 
permit increased flexi~ility in the interval between inspections, 
tests, ~nd other activitiee while retaining the basic ' f'requency 'of 

, . 

inspection. Certain amended sections allow for 15'monthsflex11)111ty' 
in the interval between inspections.. For instance, Title 49 C~R Part 
192 now permits annual inspections,to be made "at intervals not 
exceeding 15 months, but at least once each calendar year". The\ 
frequencies for quarterly'and semiannual inspections have also been 
appropriately amended. The increased flexlbility shou.ld-permit 
applicants an extended thr,ee-month period to complete the ~cheduled 
activity should weather, operating conditions, available manpower, or 

. .,' . ' . ~ 

other conSiderations make it impossible to complete the activity when 
, , . . 

scheduled.. Applica.nts suomi t that the same justificat'ion used ,by DOT 
to promulgate these changes exists for amending, the corresponding 
requirements in General Order ~'2-D. 

Applicants point out, that the same flexibili,ty in the 
intervals, between maintenance and testing requirements, has, been 
incorporated in Subpart, I, Requirements for Corrosion Control '972 of 
General Order '12-D Since the early 1970s. They contend that ,this 

, , 

flexibility has not res,ulted in any' reduction in publi:c' sa.fety, or 
any rescheduling by the applicants to an interval of 15 months.: 

The amended sections of Title 49 CFR Part 1'92 revise the, 
, ' 

interval between the inspections, tests p and other act,ivities in the '... 
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following respects:, (1) q,ualification of welders; (2) transmission 
lines, patrolling;(:;) transmission lines, leaka.ge suryeys; (4) dis­
tribution sJ"Stems, ',!pa.trol1ing; (5) distribution systems, leakage 
surveys and producers; (6) compressor stations, inspection:and 
testing of relief devices; (7) pressure limiting and regulating 
vtations: inspection and testing; (8) pressure limiting and '. 
regulating stations, testing of relief devices; (9) valve 
maintenance, tran~mission lines; (10) valve maintenance, 
distribution; and (11) vault maintenance. 

~he staff has reviewed the changes which applicant's 
proposed in the application as filed.. Xhe s·taff agrees with the 
principle of greater. flexi bili ty (which the utili ties" proposa,l w,ould 

. provide .. ) However ,'the staff has proposed alternate revisions which 
it states will be better suited to California while still providing 
flexi bili ty and complying wi t~ Federal regulations ... ,Under statf '3 

proposed revisions, acti vi ties would be perfo'rmed: as c'f~en 'as" G,.O,. 
112-D now req,uires , with mino·r va.riations in performance interval • 

Applica.nts have all concurred in writing with the"staff's 
proposed revisions.. The originals a.nd copy of the agreed-upon' 

- ,. 
revisions have 'been sent to the official file in this matter.: 

We have reviewed the amended Federal regulations,. the 
applicants f original proposa.ls an~ the staff's recomme,nded changes .. 
Based upon our review we make the following findings ,and: eonclusions:, 
Findings of Fact 

", 

1. No protest to the a.pplication has been received. 
2. A pu'blic hearing is not necessary. 
3· Ap:plicants' proposed revisions to General Order 112-D, as 

modified by the sta.ff recommendations, a.re reasona.ble and will. not 
adve:-sely affect t·he public safety. 
Conclusion of Law 

Genera.l Order 112-D should 'be modified in accordance with 
Appendix A to.this deciSion, which includes the appropria.te ,revisions 
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to General Order 112-D to incorporatE: the ch.anges agreed to between 
applicants and the statf. 

o R D ER - - - --
IT IS ORDERED that the Inspection, and Test Intervals 

section of Gener.l Order 112-D shall be mod~fied to conform to 
Appendix A to this op'inion and order. 

This order becoI:les effective )0 days from· today. 
Dated APR' 4 1984 , at Sa.n 'Francisco, . California • 

'" 

- 5 -,. 
'.' 

. ' . . . /' 
LEONARD.H.: GRI~'" ~ 

n,~~ • ... "". 

VICTOR CALVO Pr ez1clOZlt . 

. .P.R! SC·ILLA. :C •. , . GREW' 
DONALD' VIAL, •. ". 

,'. COm.tll1os1oners· ) 
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, APPENDIX A 
PaQe 1 

The following changes shall be mace to revise Inspection 
and Test Intervals sections of General Order 11 2'-D. 

-Revised Se,ction 192.3 shall read, as follows: 

Section 192.3 Definitions 

AS used in these rules-

",An,niversary" means a calendar month at 
which time a periodic inspection" test, 
patrol or other activity must be conduc,'Ced. 
the anniversary shall be in the same 
month(s) every year except as provided in 
Section 192.704(2)(8.). 

"Commission" means the Public Utilities 
Commission of the State of California. 

"Distribution Line" means a pipeline 
other than a gathering or transmission line. 

"Gas" means natural gas, flammable gas, or 
gas which is toxic or corrosive. 

"Gathering Line" means a pipeline 'Chat 
transports, gas from a current production 
facility to a transmission line or main • 

"High-pressure distribu'Cion system",means 
a d.istribution system in which the'gas pressure 
in the main is higher than 'Che pressure provided 
to the customer. ' 

"Listed specification" means a specification 
listed in Section, I of Appendix B, of this part. 

"Low-pres,sure ciistribU1:ion system" means a 
distribution system in which 1:he gas pressure in, 
the main is substantially the same as the pressure 
provided to the customer. 

"Main" means a distribution line that serves as 
a common source of sU"pp'ly for more than onc' service 
line. 

"Maximum actual operating pressure"'means the 
maxim~ pressure that occurs during normal 
opera%:ions over a period of one year.: 

"Maxim\'lIll allowable operating pressure" means ,: 
the maximum pressure at which a pipeline or 
segment of a pipeline may be operated. under ~his 
par~ •. 

"Municipali~y" means a ci~Y', county,. or any 
o~her political subdivision of a State • 
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"Offs'hore" means beyond t:he line of ordinary 
low water along 1:hat portion of the coast of the 
United States t:hat is in direct contact with the 
open s,eas and beyond the line marking the seaward (­
limit of inland wat:ers. 
_ "Operator" means person who engage's in t:he 
transportation of gas. 

"Person" means any individual, firm, joint: 
venture, part:nership, corporation, associat,ion, 
St:ate', municipality, cooperative' association, or 
joint stock association, and includes any trustee', 
receiver, assignee, or personal representative 
thereof. , ', 

"Pipe" means any pipe or tubing uSled, in the 
1:rans?ortation of gas including pipe-1:ype holders. 

"Pl.peline" means all parts of those physical 
facilities through which gas moves in,transport­
ation, including pipe, valves and other 
appurtenance attached 1:0 p,ipe, compressor uni,ts, 
metering stations, regulator sta1:ions, delivery 
stationS

1 
holders, ana fabrica1:ed assemblies. 

"Pipe ine facility" means new and existing 
pipelines, rights-of-way, and' any equipment,: 
faCility, or building used in the transportation 
of gas or in the trea~ent of gas during the 
course of 'l:ranspor'l:ation. 

"Secre1:ary" means the Secretary of Transporta­
tion or any person to whom he has delegated 
authori ty ;.n the ma.tter concerned. 

~'Service line" means a distribution line that 
1:ransports gas from a com;oon source of supply 'to: 
(1) a customer meter or t:he connection to a 
customer's pip1n&, whichever is fartherdowns~ream, 
or (2) the connec1:ion to' a customer's piping if ' 
t:here is no customer me1:er. A, customer meter is 
the meter that measures the transfer of gas from an 

I I. 

operator to a consumer. r 

ttsms lt means specified minimum yield strength is-­
(1) For steel pipe manufac~ured in accordance with 

a listed specification, 1:he yield streng.thi 
specified as a minimum in that specification, 
or ... , 

(2) For steel pipe manufac~ured in accordance ,with 
an unknown or unlisted specification .. the 
yield strength determined in accordance wi~h " 
Sec~ion 192'.107 (b) • ,,' 

"State" means each of the several States" .the .: 
District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico. 

"Transmission line" means a pipeline, other 
~han a gathering line, that-- . . 

(1) . Transports gas from a gathering line or' 
storage facility; 
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(2) Operates at a hoop stress of 20 percent 
or more of SMYS: or . 

(3) Transports gas within a storage field. 
"Transportat:i.on of gas" means. the gatnering, 

transmission, or ·distribution of gas by pipelineior 
~e ~torage of gas, in or affec-cing in-cers.tate or';~ 
£orel.gn commerce. : !i 

"Utility" means any person,. firm, or corporation 
engaged as·a public utility in transporting natura.l 
gas, hydro-carbon: gas or any mixture. of such gas.es . 
for domes,tic, commercial, industrial,' or ,other 
purposes. ' 

Amended Section 192,.227, paragraph (c) (1) shall read as 
follows: " 

" (') Wi thin the period from the month preceding to 
the month following his last annual ann£versary 
the welder has requalified; or" " 

Amended Section 192.465, shall read as follows: 
I ,.' 

Section 192.46$ EXternal corrosion control: monitoring 

(a.) Each.::pipeline that is under ca-chodic 
protection tlust be tested wi 'Chin the' .periodfrom the 
month precedil"l.& to the month following its annual 
anniversary, . to determine whether the cathodic 
protection meets the requirements of See. 192.463. 
However, if tests at those intervals are impractical 
for separately protected short sections of mains, or. 
transmission lines, these pipelines may be,surveyed on 
a sampling basis.. At least 10 percen-c of these 
protected structures, distributed over the entire 
system must be surveyed each calendar. year, wit:h a 
different 10 percent cheeked each subsequent year,: so 
tha.t the entire system is tested in each 10-year .. 
period. . ' . 

(b) Each cathodic protection rectifier or other 
impressed current power source must be inspected on a 
two-month basis, within its anniversary month, but. 
with intervals not exceeding 2-,./2' months, eo insure 
that it is opera-cing. 

(c) Each reverse current switCh, each diode, and. 
each interference bond .whose failure would jeopardize 
structure protection must be electrically checked' for 
proper performance on· a two-month basiswith,in its 
anniversary month but with intervals not exceeding 
2-1/2 months. Each other interference bond. must be 
checked at least once each calendar year, but with 
intervals not exceeding 15 months.. 

(d) Each operator shall take prompt remedial 
action to correct any deficiencies indicated by the 
moni"to·ring. "" 
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(e) After the initial evaluation required by 
paragraphs (b) and (e) of See. 19'2.455· and paragraph 
(0) of Sec~' 19'2.457, each operator shall, at intervals 
not exceeding 3 years, reevaluate its unprotected 
pipelines and cathodically protect them in accordance 
wi th this subpart in areas in which active corros,1cn 
is found. The operator shall determine the areas of 
active corrosion by electr1cal survey, or where 
electrical survey is impractical, by the study of 
corrosion and' leak history records, by leak d'etection 
survey, or by other means. 

Modified Section 192.477 shall read as follows: 

"Section 192.477 Internal corrosion control: monitoring 

If corrosive gas, is, being transported, coupons or 
other suitable means must be' used t~ determine the 
effectiveness of the steps taken to- minimize internal 
corrosion. Ea'ch coupon or other means ,of monitoring 
internal corrosion must be cheeked two times each 
calendar year, wi thin its semiannual anniversary 1llonth." 

Amended Section 192.4S1 shall read as follows:· 

Section 192.481 Atmospheric corrosion control: monitoring 

After meeting the requirements of Section 192-.479, (a) 
and (b), each operator shall, at intervals 'not exct"eding 
3 years for onshore pipelines and within the period, from 
the month preceding to the month following its annual 
anniversary for offshore pipelines, reevaluate ea'-:h 
pipeline that is exposed to the atmosphere and· take 
remedial action whenever necessary to- maintain protection 
against atmospheric corrosion. 

Section 192.704 is added and shall read as follows: 

"192 .. 704 Inspection and 7est intervals compliance 

(1) Effective December 1, 198:3,,, each inspection,. 
test, patrol or other activity required on a periodic 
basis must be performed within the specified period 
preceding or following the anniversary, and in the ease 
of activities required annually" not less than once each 
calendar year, to be in complia.nce with this General 
Order. 

(a) !he annual anniversary month for a specific 
activitY' shall be the last. in which such activi-cy 
was performed' prior to December 1, 1983:, ,except 
in accordance with (2) (a)' below. . 
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(b) 

(c) 

Cd) 

(e) 

(2) (a) 

(0) 

APPENDIX A 
PaQe 5 

The semiannual anniversaries for a specific 
ac~ivity shall be, respectively,. the 6th and '2~h 
calendar mon~hs af~er t:he last time such ac~ivi~y 
was performed prior to December 1 , 198·3,. excep~ 
in accordance with (2)(80) below. 
Quarterly anniversaries for a specific 
activi~y .shall be the third, six~h', ninth and 
'twelfth month after the last month in which such 
activity was performed prior to December 1, 1983,. 
except in accordance with (2) (a) below. . 
'!'wo-month anniversaries shall be the second, 
four~h, six~h, eighth r ten~h and twelfth mon~hs 
after the last month lon which. such. activity was 
performed prior to December 1, 1983, except in 
accordance ~th (2)(80) below. 
For specific tests·. inspections or· other 
activi~iesfirst commenCing after December 1 , 
'983, ~he anniversary month(s) shall be . 
determined as if the activity commenced prior ~o 
December 1,. 198'3,. :t .e., using the same number of 
months',: as shown in Paragraph (1) above. 

Utili t'ies, may elect to have earlier anniversary 
months than those determined in accordance with 
Paragraph (1) above. If an anniversary is 
moved back to an earlier'month, all future 
anniversaries for this.. specific. periodic' test, 
inspection or other activity ~ll be moved back 
correspond ingly.. . . 
Utilities may in the course of their operations 
or maintenance perform tests, inspections or 
other activities at times other than within the 
specified periods; however, this will not be 
considered compliance and does. not relieve 
utilities of the requirement to perform such 
ac~ivities within the specified periods" except 
in accordance with ?aragraph (2)(80) above •. 

i' 
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AInenocd Section '92.705(b) shall read as follows: 

(b) The frequency of patrols is determined by the 
size of the line, the operating pressures,. the class 
location, terrain, weather, and, other relevant :actors, 
2ut intervals between pa-crols may not be longer than 
prescribed in the following table: 

Freguency Of 'Patrols 

Class Location At Highway and 
Of Line Railroad Crossings 

, ,2 ••••••••••••••• Semiannually 
3 ••••••••••••••• Qua~terly 
4 ••••••••••••••• Quarterly 

At All Other 
Places 

Annually, 
Semiannually 
Quarterly 

AInended Section '92.706,(b) shall read as follows: 

(b) Leakage surveys of a transmission line must be 
conduc'Ced wi 'Chin 'Che period from the month preceding t,o 
the month: following the annual' anniversary. 

Amended Section 192.721(b) shall read as follows: 

(b) Mains in places or on structures where 
anticipated physical movement or external loading could 
cause failure or leakage must be patrolled within the 
quarterly anniversary month. 

Amended Section 192.723,(b)(1) shall read as follows: 

(1) A gas detector survey must be conducted in 
business districts and in the vicinity of, 
schoo,ls, hos:pitals and churches, including tests 
of the atmosphere in gas, electric, t'elephone, 
sewer, and water system manholes, at cracKs, in 
pavement, and sidewalks, and at other locations 
providing, an opportunity for finding gas leaks, 
in the period from the month preceding to the 
month following the annual anniversary. 

Amended Section '92.731 (c) shall read' as follows: 

(e) Each remote control shutdown device 'must be 
inspected and tested in the period from :,the month " 
preceding to the month follOwing the annual anniversary 
to determine that it functions properly • 
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Amended Section 192.739 will read' 80$ follows: 

192.739 Pressure-limiting and -regulating stations: 
inspection and testing 

In the period from the month preceding to the month 
following the annual anniversary each pressure limiting 
station, relief device (excep,t rupture discs}, and . 
pressure regulating station and its equipment must be 
subj ected to' inspections and tests to,determine that it 
is--

(a) In good mechanical condition~' 
(0) Adequate from the standpoint of capacity 
and reliability of operation for the service in which it 
is- employed; 

(c) Set to function at the correct pressure; and 
(d) Properly installed and protectec1· from dirt, liquids, 
or other conditions that might prevent proper operation. 

Amended Section 192.743 will read as follows: 

Section 192.743 Pressure-limiting anc1 -regulating 
stations: inspection and testing. of 'relief devices 

(a) If feasible, pressure-,relief devices (except 
rupture discs) must be tested '~in place in the period 
from the month preceding to the month: following, the 
annual anniversary to determine that they have enough 
capacity to limit the pressure on the facilities to 
which they are connected to the desired maximum 
pressure. 

(0) If a test is not feasi.ble, review and calculation 
of the required c'apaci ty of the relieving device at each 
station must be made in the period from the month 
preceding t~ the month following the annual anniversary, 
and these required capacities comparec1 with the rated or 
experimentally determined relieving. capacity of the 
device for the operating conditions under which it works. 

(c) If the relieving device is of insufficient 
capacity, a new or additional device' must be installed to 
provide the additional capacity required. 

Amended S~etion 192.745 will reac1 as fo,llows: 

"192.745 Valve maintenance: transmission lines 

Each transmiS$ion line valve that might be required 
during any emergency must be inspected. serviced, 
lubricated (where required) and pa.rtially operated 
within the period from the month preceding to, the month . 
following the annual anniversa.ry • 
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Amended Section 192.747 will read as follows: 

192.747 Valve maintenance: distribution systems 

Each valve, the use of which may be n~cessary 
_ for the safe operation of adistrioution system, 

must be inspecteci, serviced, lubricated (where 
requireci) and partially operated within the period 
from the month preceding to the month following its 
annual anniversary. . 

Amended Section 192.749(a) will read. as follows: 

(a) Each vault housing pressure regulating, and 
pressure limiting eq,uipment .. anci having a volumetric 
internal conten't of 200 cub,ic fee't or more, must oe 
inspec'Ced wi'Chin 'Che period from 'Che mon'Ch preeeciing to 
the month following the annual anniversary to: ci'etermine 
that it is in good physical conciition. and adeq,u.a.tely 
ventilated'. . 

(END OF APPENDIX A) 
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