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:BEFORE THE PUE"LIC UTILIXIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OP'CA"LIFOR..'l'IA 

lIn the matter of t~e application of ) 
MobileComm'6f California, Inc. for a ) 
certificate of j,')ublic convenience and . ) 

,'necessi ty pursuant to Section 1001 of ) 
the P~'blic ~tili t:ies, ,COdE' to construct 'j 

,3, radio paglng system in and around 
~ D' C l'~ i , .... an lego, -3. l ... orn 3.,. 

o PIN ION 
----~~ ...... 

Application 8;-12-46 · 
(Filed Dec'ember 2;;:, 198;;;' 
~ended January 17, 1984) 

,-
,-

Applicant MobileComm of California, Inc., a California 
corporation, requests a certificate to construct and operate radio
telephone fa,cili ties for the purpose of providing pu'bli9 utility one
way paging service in the San Dieeo area. The 3,pplication sbows tha.t 

, -

a copy was served on Gencom, Inc., General Telephone Co:~ , of 
California, Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., Allied. Telephone 

, 'I 

Compani,es Assoc .', County of San Diego, a.nd principal ci"ties, involved 
in the propos~d service o.rea.. Notice of filine the 3,pp'116atio'n was -

published in the Commission Daily Calenda!;" of December 28, 198;;~ , No, ' 

protests to the application have been received. Applican:tposs'esses 
the requisitePederal Comt:lunicationsCommission (ic6)pc~mit. 

Applicant was orga.nized 'by Mobile Communication~ 
Corporation of America (MCCA) for the pu!"poseof conduc~ing 
raeiotelephone utility operations in California, but al'plicant is not' 
engaged. in business at the present time. Applicant is a wholly owned 

. ; . . I . . 

subeldiary of MCCA, which is a communications holding cO,mpany 
operating through subsidiaries which provide paging"two-way 

" ~ 

mobile radiotelephone service, and other communicat·ion s:ervices. 
MCCA serves customers in 46 metropolitan a~ea's' in the U~1t~dSta.te.e. , 

/.' '. " I 

MCCA provides flnancia,l, ope rat io,nal , and technical SUp:pOTt to i~s: 
subsidiaries through its ma.n,agement and engineering, sta.ffs a:nd' its· 

,1,1 
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computerized billing, bookkeeping, budgeting, inventory control, a~~d . 
market information capacity. MCCA claims to be the fourth largest' 
rad.iotelephone utility in the United Sta.tes with more than 100,000 

paging ,units in service and represents that its management, and staff 
have extensive experience in' the pa.ging business,. 

MCCA presently owns and operates three radiotelephone 
utilities serving, the Southern California. area: Mobile-Commo! Los 
Angeles, Inc. (formerly known as Intrastate Radiotelephone" Inc. o! , 
Los Angeles), Intrastate Radio Telephone Inc .. of San Ba:-nardino and 
American Mobile Radio, Inc. Pursuant to an agreement :approved. by the 
Commission on December 7, 1983, in Decision (D.;) :8;-12-009, ,MCCA is I ' , 

purchasing a. controlling interes,t in Mobile Radio' System of: Ventura', 
Inc., a. radiotelephone utility serving. Ventura. Count~ .. 'These 
opera.ting companies a.re among those radio common carriers issued 
"grandfa.ther" certificates of public convenience and necessity to 
opera.te as radiotelephone utilities by Commiss,ionD .62'156,. 'Pursuant 

• 
to such certificates, they provide two-way mobile telephone a.nd 'one~' 
way paging services in an area extending generally from Ventura in;" 

" ,', I' 

• 

the north to Lagu.na Beach in the, south and from the Pacific Ocean, :~ 
J." 

eastward to San :Bernardino .. 
The application shows that for the nine months ended' 

September 30, 1983 MCCA had an income of approximately $22,610 ,600,:-'!: 
, " ,I, " 

and a net income of approximately $1,981,232. As of that date MeC'k 

had assets of approximately $79,245,0'37 and a net worth of 'I' " 

approximately $;3,552,547. Exhibit N to the application is a,let:ter 
from MCCA to a.pplicant con!1rmingMCCA'S intent to make available,to 
applicant such funds as will be necessary for the construction and Ii 

, I I 

initial operation of~the radiotelephone utility facilities, and <!:':il~(1 
add1 tional facilities," if necessary. 'i'il 

- 2 -

":I 
',' 
I,', ,,' ',,,. 

,L ' 
, ,1',,1, 

.. : "1 

" 

,.r 



• 
A.8;-12-46 ALJ/rr/jn 

Applicant proposes to construct a ~'adiotelephone utility 
system tor the purpose of providing selective signaling, tone-alert, 
digital display and alphanumeric paging services in and around San 
Diego, California. ~he syste:n will employ three base station 
transmitters on existing towers operating on frequency ;S.;4MI:Iz 
loca.ted at San Miguel Mountain, 5555 Grossmont Center Drive, .in La , 
Mesa,. and 600 B Street in San Diego. Calls will 'be automatica.lly 
dispatched through use of a :BBL System :; paging terminal ,and:' the 
system will be fully interconnected with the public switched' 
telephone system at the terminal site. The proposed service ,area 
extends generally from the Mexican border northwa.rd·to Del ,Mar and El 
Cajon and from Dulzura. and Alpine in the east,westward to, the 
Pacific Ocean. ~he technical specifications of each of the base 

, ' 

'i 

station facilities together with related service area engineering is ", ' 

attached as Exhib~t J to the application. . ' 

A subscriber will carryon his person a small radio 
• receiver tuned to the trans:oitter frequ~ncy. ~he receiver- will react 

when the unique scven-digi"t, telephone number associated with the . 

• 

. ,~ 

subsc!"iber's receiver is d:i::aled from any station on the. public 
swi tched telephone' network,',> using selector level dialing techniques. 
~oll-free access to the system from pOints throughout the applicant's: 
service area will be accomplished through the use of: FEX lines or the 
equivalent. Suitable paging receivers may be leased or purchased 
from an a.ffiliate of applicant which will mainta.in sales and servic'e , 
facilities at convenient· locations throughout, the San, Diego:, area. 
Receivers a.re a.lso ava.ilable from a. number of non-affiliated souuces. 

Customers will ha.ve the chance of subscribing to, local 
service, which will enable receipt of messages within the service 
area depicted in applicant '5 proposed service area or Of. 5ubs,cribing 

, ' . 

to one of two wide-area. service options which will enable receipt of 
'1,' 

'~ I, 
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messages in an area extending along the Paeific Coast from. $'ant.'!l. 
Barbara. on the north, to the Mexican bo'rder on the south and 
extending as fa.r inland as Lancaster and Pa.lm Springs. Wide-a.rea 
service vill be implemented through an intercarrier agreement between 
applicant and MCCA' s other Ca.lifornia subsidiaries, whereby" 
applieant's dispa.tch terminal will be linked by wireline with 
applicant's affiliate terminal in Los Angeles. The" affiliate's' 
terminal will con.trol 14 additional 35 .. 34 MHz transmitters being 

constructed by MCCA subsidiaries throughout Southern California. 1 

Customers who desire that all of their calls" be transmitted 
tnroughout the wide-area contour may obtain such service, :ror ,$5,.00 a 

" - , 

month in addition to their regular monthly service charge •. Customers, 
I • ' , 

wi th less frequent need to recei va message's outside' o·f the, immediate 
San Diego area may choose a lower cost select,ive a.rea opt'ioni,which 
employs dual function pagers. Such customers :flill be assigned two 
distinct telephone numbers. Dialing one number will ca.use 
applicant's paging terminal to activate only local' system: 
transmitters. Dialing the other will cause the terminal to route the 
call to applicant's affiliate :Ln Los Angeles, thereby ac:tivating 
transmitters covering the areas outside San Diego,. ~he' charge tor 
select:L ve area service will be $2 .. 00 a. month plus $'.10 perout-ot;', 
area call, in addition to a regular monthly service charge"of. $:1:0fo'r 
tone alert service, $1:; for numeric digital display, and $1,6 fo,r 
alphanumeriC service. The' regular monthly charge, allows for 'an 
unlimited number of calls. 

A qualified manager will be employed to run theday-to-day 
operations of applieant and ultima.te responsibility for management of 
the company will reside in the officers of MCCA who are also. of!ice'rs 
and 4irectors of applicant. :Base station and .control equipment will 

,I 

1 MCCA also has before this CommiSSion A.84-01-23, in which 
authority is sought for the construction and operation ot these 
addi tional :f'aci11 ties. The prov:Lsions of service, on an integrated . 
basis with these additional facilities is necessarily dependent upon 
the granting of that application. 

1 " 
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be maintained by Quigley Communications of San Diego whi~h will also 
provide 24-hour repair and technical monitoring of all locations on 

" 

an ongoing basis. Thie company emplcys ,properly qualified 
technicians holding first or second class radiotelephone operator 
licenses. 

Applicant has conducted a marketing survey among'a small 
-' 

segment of randomly selected potent::'al users of paging. ser,vice in the 
San Diego area. The prospects have been informed generally of tbe 
local area to be served by the proposed facili t,ies, the nature· of' the 

. ' ' 

proposed service and the monthly cost of the service. As ~ result of 
this survey" applica.nt has:obtainedwri ttencommitments fr

i
om1 9-

prospective subscribers fo~ service to 44 tone-alerto,r vl;sual' 
, i' , 

display units. The business and professional ca.tegortes 0,'£ these 
. ,'. . i ,'I," " 

prospective subcrioe:-s: and the numoer of units :for which they have 
. I 

express.~d a need are as follows: 

• Category 

Medical 

Prospective 
Subscribers 

4 
1 

Number of.,Uni ts ' 
Requested' 

5 
2 
2 
2 

,'1, 

• 

Ente rtai nmen t, 
Architects. 
Insurance' 
Banking:: 
Engillee~,. 
Secretary/:Sookkeeper 
Const.ruet-i on .. 
Restau'ran t 
Management: . 
Gove'rnmen t:. 

Total 

2 
2 
:; 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 -

19 

- 5 -
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From its extensive experience in the Southern California paging 
market, applicant is aware that demand for paging in the San" Diego 
a.rea is growing at a. rapid rate and that the results of its limited 
survey are indicative of a substantially greater demand 'tor' 
itsproposed service. 

Applicant estimates its initial capital requireme,nts to 
construct and operate the system will be $595,.000. App,licant states 
that standard engineering techniques predict that, the system will 
provide reliable service within the service areacont-our. However, 
actual operations may indicate that additional fill-in transmit,tere 
are desirable to optimize signal penetration of buildings and/or to 
cover shadow areas. Pill-in transtlitters, will 'be constructed'where 
and if operating experience indicates' they will substa.ntially enhance 
service. Therefore, as a oautionary measure, financi'al planning 
reflects the construction ~f three fill-in transmitters 1nut~e'second 
year of operation. 

• Applicant expects to have 2,804 paging units. in operation 
at the .. end of the first year of operation and 8,814 by the end of the 

• 

. ','j"i ' 

!ourth year of operation. It anticipates a 'net loss' from' operations, 
for the first two yeare of· $197,370 and $77,1;0 respectively- From 

. ,'1 ' 

and after the third year of operations it expects i t$, business to,: ' 
. I 

return a profit. 
This application was receiveo. by the Com:nission, Docke1; 

. " 

Office on December 15, 1983 though it was date-stampeo. as 'being 
recei veo. for fi11 ng "December 2:;, 198:;." The time 1ntp.,rval was due 
to the fact that it was held pending o.eterminat10,n w~ether' the 
application met the filing t·ime requirements of Pu'bitc Utili ties 
CPU) Code § 4907 and Rule 18( 0)( 1) of the Commission",s Rules of 

'"I • •• 

Practice and Procedure, each of which requires that,applica.tions tor 
ra.diotelephone certit,icates be tiled' not lat,er tha.n.:'\:;o :d'~S a:r.te~ the 

- 6 -
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grant of the requisite FCC construction permit. The FCC permi~ 
attached to the application in.this case shows that the FCC permit 
had been is·sued November 9, 1983. The application was tende~ed for' 
filing December 15, 1983·, or 37 days after the permit was' issued. On': 

Decembe~ 23, 1983 applicant filed a motion for waiver of the filing 
time requirct:lents, or. in the alternative, for leave to 'file an 

, ~ " I 

incomplete application. Since the. application is unprotes.ted,we see 
no reason to deny applicant's request for a waiver 'of the filing .. 

. ~ 

time requirements in this instance. 

" 

..7-
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- I 

Findings of Fact 
1. Applicant' requests a certificate 'Co construct and operate 

radiotelephone facilities for the purpose of providing one,-way public ., 
utility radio paging ,service in the San Diego, area more; particularly 
described in the application. as amended. 

2. Applicant possesses the requisite FCC construction permit. 
3. Applicant proposes to provide selective signaling. tone

alert. digita.l display., a.nd alphanumeriC paging. service. 
4. The proposed system will emp-loy three base station. 

transmitters to be located' on existing towers. 
5. Applicant will offer local service, and prospec'Cively will 

offer 'Cwo wide-area service options which will enable receipt of 
'Cessages in an area extending along the Pacific Coast fro'Cl Santa 
Barbara on the nor1:h 1:0 the Mexican border on the SOU1:h., 

6. !he proposed system will be fully interconnec1:edwith 
•. public switched landline services. 

, .. .. 

-8-
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7. The proposed charge 'fo'rselective area service will be $2 a 
month plus $.10 per out-o!-area call, in addition to· a re~lar ' 
monthly service charge of $10 for tone-alert service, $13 for 'numeric , 
digital display, and $'16 for alphanumeric service. The regular 
monthls charge allows for an unlimited number'O! calls. 

8. Purchase. and installation of the proposed :f'acilities'will 
cost approximately $595,000 .. 

9. Engineering specificatio·nsfo·r the system are as set out in 
Exhibit J to the application. 

10. Applicant conducted a marketing survey among a small 
segment of randomly selected potential users o!paging service in the 
San Diego Area which 'resulted in applicant obtaining written 
comcitments :f'rom 19 prospective,subscribers for service to 43 tone
alert or visual display units. 

11. Applicant is a who~ly owned s,ll"rsidiary of MCCA which had a 
net worth of approximately $;;,552,547 as o! September 30, . 198'7'. 

• 12. MCCA has issued a letter of intent to make available to' 
applicant such funds as will be necessary for the construction, and 
ini tial operation of the prop·osed service. 

" 

. ". 

1;. Applicant will employ a"qualified manager to run the day-to
day operations and will engage a company employing qualified 
techniCians to provide 24-hour repair service. 

14. Applicant has the financial x:esources available to it to 
construct and operate the proposed system. 

15· The proposed'service is technically :feasible .. 
16. Public convenience and necessity require the issua.nce of 

the requested certificate. 
17. It ca.n be seen with certainty that there is.no possibil'ity 

. I 

that the acti vi ty in question may have a sign.ificant· effect on the 
environment • 

- 9 -
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18. A hearing is not necessary. 

Conclusion of Law .. 
1. The motion of applicant for a waiver of the time filing 

requir~ents is granted. 
2. !he application should be granted. 
3. Only the amoun~ paid to the state for operative rights may 

be· used in rate fixing. The state may grant any number ·of rights and 
may cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these rightsat.a:ny 

time. 

OR.DER .... - - --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 
granted to Mo'bileCo'CIll.of California, Inc.· (applicant) for the 
construction and operation of·a public utility one-way radiotelephone 
system with base sta:t:ions and a service area located. as follows: 

2. 

Base station locations: 
1. 600 B Street, San Diego. Lat. 

32°43' 05".05 l~ , .. 

2. 

3. 

Long •. 117°09' 3·2" W . . 
San Miguel Mountain 13 miles east of San 
Diego. Lat. 32.0 41' 47·"1~ Long. 1160 56' 
06" W. 
Grossmont Hospital~. 5555 Grosst:lont Center. Drive, 
La Mesa. Lat. 32°46-' 27" N. Long. 
117°01 22 W. 

vlithin 30 days after this order is e££ec1:ive, app·licant·· 
shall file a written acceptance· of.the certificate granted. in this 

, f" 

proceeding. . ... 
3. Applicant is authorized to file, after the effective <late· of· 

this order and·-in compliance with Ordering Paragraph 3-, tariffs 
, 

applicable to the service authorized containing rates ,rules,. and. 
charges otherwise applicable to its radiotelephone.serv:ices. The 
offerings. rates, and charges shall be as proposed i'n'Exhibit K to 
A.83-12~46. . .[ 

-10-
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4. Applicant shall file, after the ettectivedate of this order 
and in compliance with Ordering Paragraph 3, as part of its individual· 
ta.rif'i'::9 a.n engineered service area map drawn in c.onfo.rmi ty with the 
provisions 01: the FCC Rule 22.504, common~y known as the "Carey 
Report," consistent with Exhibit I to A.83-12-46. 

5. Applicant shall notify this Commission, in writing, of the 
date service is first· rendered to the public under the rates", rules, 
and charges authorized wi.thin five days after service 'beg1ns •. 

6. Applicant shall keep its books and records in accordance 
with the Uniform System of Accounts for Radiotelephone 'utilities, 

. ~ . 

prescribed by thisC.ommission. 
7. Applicant shall file an annual report, in com:pliance with 

General Order 104-A, on a calendar-year basis using CPUC Annual Report· , . 

Form L and prepared in·accordance with the· instructions included in : 
that form. 

8. The certificate granted and the authority to 

• 
under rates, rules, and charge3 authorized will expire 
exercised within 12' months after the effective date of 

render service 
if·· not· 
thlsorder. 

• 
11 -
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9. Applicant' s rlotion for waiver. of the filing. time. 
requirements pertaining to applications for radiotelephone 
certificates is granted. 

This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated APR 4 1984 , at San Franciseo~ California. 

, 

LEONARD, M. GRIl'1ES~ '.J'R. 
, ,':?re:sident: 

VICTOR C~VO, . , 
PRISe ILLA . C •. GREW/' 
DONALI> VIAZ·· . 

" ' 'CO=iss1oncrz:'" 

" , ' 
'I 
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:BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF'CALIFORNIA . 
, . 

In the matter of the application of ) 
MobileComm of California, Inc. for a l 
certificate of public convenience and 
necessi ty pursuant to Sectio,n 1001 of 
the Public Utili ties, Code to· construct ) 
a radio paging system in and around ) 
San Diego, California., ) 

" ) 

~/< 

OPIN10N 
~~-----

Application 83-t2-46 
(Filed December 2;:,., 198;; 
amended January ~7, 1984) 

Applicant MobileComm of' Ca;lifornia nc., a California 
corporation, requests a certificate:':to co truct and ~'perate' radio
telephone facilities for the purpose ofrovidingpu:blic utility one
way paging service in the S'an Diego" ea. The applic.ation shows that 
a. copy of the applica.tion each, was served on' Gencom, ··!ne., Genera.l 

• Telephone Co. of Califo~nia, Pa fi~, Telephone .& Telegraph Co., ' 
Allied Telephone Companies ASe! c., C,oun ty of San Diego·; and principal 
cities involved in the prop sed serv,icearea. Notice' of filing the 

. I ,~ . 

• 

application was published in the Cor.lmissio:n Daily Calenda.:-, . of, 
, , ,~ "-

December 28, 198;. No rotests, to· the ::;~pplication have been 
received. Applicant ossesses. the requisite' Federal' Communications 

I ' " 

Commission (FCC) pemit. 
Applic t'was organized by Mobile Communication~ 

Corporation of America (MCCA) for the purpose 'of condu~ting 
ra.diotelephone' utility operations in California" but applie.ant is not 

'I " 

engaged in business at the present ,time. Applicant is a.: wholly owned 
, ' .. 

subsidiary of MCCA, which is a communications holding company 
. , ' 

operating through sub.sidiaries which p,rovide paging, wo-way, 
" , .' ' . 

mobile radiotelephone se'rvice, and other communication services. 
I . 

MCCA serves customers in 46 metropolitan areas. i::ithe United'States. 
MCCA provides financial, operational, a.nd technical support to"i ts ' 
subsidiaries throug.loJ. its management a.nd engineering. staf'fs.andi ts . 

-' 1 - ," 
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