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BEFORE THE PUBLIC' UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In ~he Ma~~er of the Application of ) 
the City of Petaluma to Construct a ) 
City Street Across the Right-of-Way) 
of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad) 
Company ) 

) 

o p: I N IO N ------.-, 

Application 83-11-33 
(Filed November 16,. 198:3) 

The City of Petaluma (City) requests authority to 

construct Dynamic Street at grade across the tracks of Northwestern 

Pacific Railroad Company's (NWP) main line in Petaluma, 'Sonoma 

County • 

Dynamic,Street has been constructed to the NWP right-o£­

way on the east side o·f the tracks. Tb.e extension of Dynamic 

Street westward across the tracks will provide access to a 33-acre 

wedge of property bounded by State Route 101, the Petaluma Estates 

mobile home park, and the NWP tracks. According to City's General 

Plan, this property will be developed as a light industrialpark~ , 

City is the' lead agency for this pr~ject under. the 

california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA),as' amended, 

Public Resources Code Sections 2"000 et s~q. After, preparation and 

review of an Initial Study, City issued a Negative Declaration ,and 

approved the project. On January 27,1984 a Notice of 

Determination was filed, with the Sonoma. Co\1nty_Clerk which found 
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that the "Project will not have a significant effect on ~he 

environmen~." 

The Commission is a responsible agency for ~his project 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered ~he lead agency's 

Initial S~udy and Negative Declaration. The site of the proposed 

proj ect has beerl inspected by the Commissions·taff. 

Notice of the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily Calendar on November 18, 198$. No 'pro~ests have 

been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

Findings of Fact 

1. City'requests authority under Public' Utilities (PU) Code 

'Sections 1201-1205 to construct Dynamic Street at grade' across 

the tracks of NWP's main line in Petaluma, Sonoma County. 

2.. The proposed crossing is required to provid'e access toa 

land-locked parcel which is planned to be developed as: a light 

industrial park. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require construction of, 
the proposed railroad-highway crossing. 

4. Public' safety requires that protection at 'the crossing:be 

two Standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type 'signals with cantilevers 

(General'Order (GO) 75-C). 

5. City is the lead agency for this project underCEQA~as 
• 1 

amended. -I 
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6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

and has reviewed and,considered the lead agency's Initial Study and 
'. ,; 

" 

Negative Declaration,~. 
" 

7. The proj'eet will have no significant impact on the 

environment. 

Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set: forth in the 

following order. 

o R D E R --- ..... -
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City, of Petaluma (City) is authorized to construct 
. 

Dynamic Street at grade across the tracks of Northwes:tern Pacific, 

Railroad Company's (NWP) main line in Petaluma, Sonoma County, at 

the location and substantially as shown by,plans attached to the 

application, to be identified as Crossing 5-40.1. 

2. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior 

to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-:8. 

3. Clearances' shall conform to GO 26-D.' Walkways shall 

conforI:l to GO 1 1 8,. 

4.. Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard'No. 9-A 

automatic gate-type Signals with cantilevers (GO 75-C). 

5,. ,Construction expense of the crossing and :Lnstallation: 

cost of the'automatic protection shall be borne by~ity • 
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6. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B .. " 

Maintenance cost of· the automatic protection shalloeborne by City 

under PU Code Section 1202.2.; 

7. Constru.c1:ion pla.ns of 1:he crOSSing, approv'ed by NWP, 

together with a copy of the agreements entered into between the 

pa.rties, shall be filed with the Commission prior to commencing 

construction. 

8. ~ithin 30 days af1:er comple1:ion of the work under this 

order, City shall notify the Commission in writing that the 

authorized work has been completed. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

two years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience~ necessity, or safet~ so require. 

This order becomes effective'SO days from today. 
··MAY 2 ·1984 Dated __ 1'\ _____ , at San Francisco·, ea.lifornia. 

LEON.A.RD, M. G&IMES. JR. 
Prosi<iont 

V!C~OR. CALVO .. 
PRISCILLA C~' .GR...'!:'W 
DOl"(ALD. VJ.~. . 
WIttIk':! X.BA.GLEY ' 

.' COmm.i·S"1Qn~r3 


