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Decision ~ OS 097 AUG 11984 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COt-1MISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of Folsom ) 
to construct three grade crossings ) 
of the Southern Pacific ) 
Transportation Company Placerville ) 
Branch Tracks~ at Prairie City ) 
Road. Blue Ravine Road, and East ) 
Bidwell Street, in said City of ) 
Folsom, Sta~e of California~ ) 

) 

----------------------------) 

Application eS-09-S1 
(Filed September 29, 1983) 

.Qlllil2.li 
As part of the project for development of. the Folsom 

" 

South Study Area~ the City of Folsom (City) requests authorit~ to 

~ construct Blue Ravine Road at grade and to reconstruct the existing 

grade crossings of Prairie City Road and Placerville Roads, all 

across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's 

(SPT) Placerville Branch Line in Folsom, Sacramento Coun~. 

• 

The area to be served by these crossings contains 

approximately 3,600 acres of generally unioproved land which is 

planned for development in the future. Prairie City and 

Placerville Roads will provide major north-south corridors. The 

proposed Blue Ravine Road will provide a major east-west corridor • 
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Ci1:y is the lead agency for this projec1: under the 

california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA). as atlended, 

Public Resource Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation and 

review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), City approved the 

proj eC1:. On January 16. 1984, a N01:ice of Deteroination was filed 

wi1:h 1:he Sacracento County Clerk which found 1:hat "The projec1: will 

n01: have a significant effect on the environoent". 

The COmmission is a responsible agency for this project 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

The site of 1:he proposed project has been inspected by the 

Co~ission staff • 

To ioprove the riding quality and durability of each 

crossing, City requests an exemption from General Order (GO) 72-B 

to permit the installation of a rubber grade crossing surface, 

which crossing surface is not included. within the standards of the 

Commission's GO 72-B. Since there appears to be acple justifica­

tion for the installation of rubber grade crossing surfaces in this 

instance, an exemption from GO 72-B to permit the installations 

will be granted. 

Notice of the applica1:ion was published in the 

CommiSSion's Daily Calendar on October 3. 1983. No protes1:s have 

been received. A public hearing is not necessary • 
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Findings of Fac~. 

1. City reques'ts authori1:y ooder Public Utilities (PU) Code 

Sections 1201~1205 ~o cons1:ruct Blue Ravine Ro~d at grade and to 

reconstruct the existing grade crossings of Prairie City Road 

and Placerville Road. all across the tracks of SPI's Placerville 

Branch Line in Folso~. Sacramento County. 

2. The proposed Blue RaVine Road crossing is required to 

provide access to the Folso~ Sou1:h S1:udy Area and the 

reconstructed Praire City Road and Placerville Road crossings are 

required 1:0 improve 1:raffic circulation in the same area. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require construction of 

the proposed railroad-highway crossing and reconstruction of the 

two existing crossings. 

4. Public safe'ty requires ihae proeection at each crossing 

be four Standard No.9 automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C). 

5. The public and ~he railroad will benefit from 

insta1la1:ion of a rubber grade crossing surface at each crossing. 

6. City is the lead agency for this project under CEQA. as 

amended. 

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

8. The project will have no significant impact on the 

environment • 

-3-



• 

• 

• 

A.83-09-81 T/ET/AV/WPSC 

Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

2. An exemption from GO 72-B should be granted to permit 

installation of a rubber grade crossing surface at each crossing. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Folsom (City) is authorized to construct Blue 

Ravine Road at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific 

Transportation Company's (SPT) Placerville Branch Line in Folsom. 

Sacramento County, at. the location and substantially as shown by 

the plans attached to the application. to be identified as Crossing 

AR-112.9. 

2. City is further authorized to reconstruct the existing 

grade crossings of Prairie City and Placerville Roads. across 

the tracks of SPT's Placerville Branch Line at the locations and 

substantially as shown by the plans attached to the application p 

identified as Crossings AH-112.2 and AH-113,7. respectively. 

3. City is granted an exemption from GO 72-B to permit 

installation of a rubber grade crossing surface at each crossing • 
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4. Construction of the crossings shall be in accordance with 

the provisions of GO 72'-B except that a rubber grade crossing 

surface shall be installed at each crossing. 

S. Clearances shall confom to GO 26--D. Walkways shall 

conform to GO 118. 

6. Construction expense of the Blue Ravine Road grade 

crossing and installa~ion cost of the automatic protection at this 

crossing shall be borne by City. 

7. Construction expense of the Prairie City and Placerville 

Road grade crossings shall be borne by City. 

8. Installation cost of the automatic protection at the 

Prairie City and Placerville Road grade crossings shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the parties. 

Should the parties fail to agree, installation cost of the 

automatic protection will be apportioned by further order of the 

Comtlission. 

9. Copies of the agreements, together with cons~ruction 

plans of the three crossings approved by SPT, shall be filed with 

the Commission prior to commencing construction. 

10. Maintenance of the three crossings shall confom to 

GO 72-B • 
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'1. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection at the Blue 

Ravine Road grade crossing shall be borne by City under Section 

'202.2 of the Public Utilities (PU) Code. 

12. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection at the 

Prairie City Road and Placerville Road grade crossings shall be 

shared equally by City and SP! under Section 1202.2 of the PU Code. 

13. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 

order. City shall notify the Commission in writing that th~ 

authorized work bas been completed. 

14. The application is granted as set forth above. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

two years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience. necessity. or safety so require. 

This order becomes effective 30 days from tOday. 

Dated ___ A_U_G __ '_1_984 ___ • at San Francisco. California. 

C¢m~i~~ic~~~ Pr~~e~lla c. Grew. 
bt.·ir.;; :lcc(;~~.:l.ri:'y a'b:;o:,t.. ~~ 
::lOt. ~art.ic1~t.c 

C .. :)l~~~:':~!.·'~C~ ?;il:'!3.= '!'. a.aS!c7 
!:>.;,.!.;;:.:;: :;:;.~ccc.:;::.::'i:y a':>:::'o:::'. 1!1<!. 
no~ ~t!.c!.~t.e • 
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