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Decis ion 84 1.0 089 OCT 1719~' 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of Cali- ) 
fornia, Department of Transporta- ) 
tion for an order authorizing the ) 
Department to widen Mission Boule- ) 
vard Overhead (BR. No.. 56-695 R/L) ) 
in Riverside County. ) 

----------------------------) 
o PIN ION -------

Application 84-08;"006 
(Filed AUg'.lSt3, 19$4)· 

As part of the' project to construct Interstate Route 15 

(I-15) as a six-lane freeway bet'W'een Magnolia Avenue in Corona and 

• State Route 60 (SR-60) north of Norco, the State of CalifO'rnia, 

Department of TranspO'rtatiQn(caltrans), requests authQrity to 

widen the MissiQn Boulevard Overhead O'ver the tracks O'fUniQn 

Pacific RailrQad Company's (UP) main line in Riverside County. 

•• 

The prQPQsed widening of the Mission Boulevard Overhead is 

part Qf a project to' construct an 11 ~:nile segment of six-lane 

freeway connecting the existing terminus of !-15 at Magnolia Avenue 

in CorQna with the existing terminus of I-15 at 5&-60 in Riverside 

County northerly of NorcO'. Widening of the overhead. will add Qne 

12-foO't lane to the left structure and two 12-fO'O't· . lanes ·to' the'· 

right structure. 

Caltrans is the lead a~ency for 'Chis prO'j eet under the 

California EnvirQnmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as, amended~,·' 
.. . 

Public Resources Code Sections 21'000, et seq. After pr'eparation and 

-1-



~ A.84-0S-006 T/R~S/SRtwPSC 

~ 

~ 

review of an Environment:al Impact: Report (EIR). Cal-c-ransapproved 

-che project:. On April 30. 1982. a Notice of Determination was filed 

with the Secretary for Resources which found that "Theprojee'C will 

have a significant effeet: on the environmen't."· However.. nO' signifi­

cant impacts were found to be specifically associated with the 

proposed widening of 'the Mission Boulevard Overhead. 

Major impacts of the projec't include the displacement of 

some businesses~ .80 ehureh~ several housing units including' single 

family residences ~ the loss of 10 acres of-parkland· and 136aeres of 

farmland. Mitigation measures include provisions 'to provide 

assis'tance through the Relocation Assistance Program .. 'to the owners of 

businesses,. 'the ehurch~ and th~ housing units. In addition,. speCial 

construction measures will be utilized to minimize possible harm to 

'the wildlife and riparian habi'tat. 

The Commission is a responsible'ageney for. this project: 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered. the lead ageney~s EIR. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspected'by.the·Comtnission 

staff. 

By protest filed August 24,. 1984,. UP indicated ·that it was 

not in agreement with Caltrans regarding apportionment of costs for 

widening the Mission Boulevard Overhead. By a motion for Withdrawal 

of Protest filed September 10, 1984,. UP stated that the'parties were 

now in agreement on the issues raised in its protest .and on 'the 

design of the overhead. 
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Caltrans states that it wishes to. advertise the proj ect' for ' 

construction in September of 1984. It has~ ,therefore,." requested that 

the usual 30-day waiting period on an order 'be waived. We will make 

our order effective immediately. 

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's 

Daily Calendar on Augus't 6. 1984. There are no- protests to. the, 

application. 

Findings of Fact 

1. Cal'trans reques'ts authority under Public U:tilities Code 

Sections 1201-1205 to widen the Mission Boulevard Overhead over the 

tracks of UP's main line in Riverside County. 

2. Widening of the Mission Boulevard Overhead is required to. 

provide addi'tional lanes for the ~oadway oonnectors at the inter­

change of Routes I-15 and SR-60. 

3. PubliC convenience. necessity, and safety require 

reconstruction of the Mission Boulevard Overnead. 

4. Caltrans is the lead ageney for this project under' CEQA,. , 

as amended. 

5. The Commission is,a responsible agency for this project 

and has revi~~ed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

6. The freeway oonstruction proj ec't will have a significant 

effect on the enviromnent;however~ 'the adopted mi'tigation measures 
. , 

wi 11 ei'ther eliminate or reduce ,the severity of the adverse impacts 

to acceptable levels. 
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7. The EIR identifies no signifiean~ environmentalim?ac~ that 

will be caused by widening of the Mission Boulevard Overhead .. 

Conclusions 'of Law 

1. The application should be granted as se~ forth in the 

following order. 

2.. The usual SO-day' effective date on an order should be . 

waived as ca.l~rans wishes to advertise the project' for cons~ruetion 

as soon as possible. 

ORDER ------
IT IS ORDERED that: 

,. The State of California. Department of Transportation 

(Caltrans)_ is authorized to widen ~he Mission Boulevard Overhead 

over the ~racks of Union Pacific Railroad Company's (UP) main ,line in 

Riverside County_ at the location ~nd substantially as shown by plans 

attached to the applica~ion,. identified as Crossing. S-4S~9-A. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 

26-D; except that during the period of construction a clearance of not 

less than 2" -3" above top of rail shall, be authorized and UP shall be 

authorized ~o operate with such reduced overhead clearance provided 

that instructions are issued by the railroad and filed with the 

Commission. forbidding employees to ride on tops of cars beneath. the 

st:ruct:ure • 
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3. ea;trans shall notify the Commission and UP at least 1S.~ 

but not more' than 30 p days in advance of' the date when the temporary 

impaired clearance will be created. 

4. Walkways shall conform. to GO 118. 'tValkways adjacent to 

any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintain.ed free of 

obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their original con­

dition in the event of damage during construction. 

5. Construction and maintenance costs shall 'be- borne in 

accordance with an ag.r:eement to be entered into between the parieies • 
. " I 

A copy of the agreement, together wi th plans of the crOSSing 

• approved by UP p shall be filed with the Commission prior to commen­

Cing eonstruction. Should the parties fail to agree p the Commission 

will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by further 

order. 

• 

6. This authorization shall expire if not, exercised wi thin 

three years unless time is extended or if the above condi t,ionsare 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience, necessity p or safe'tY so require • 
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7. The application is granted as set forth above. 

!his order is effective today. 

Dated ___ O_CT_"_, 7_1.-984 _____ , at San Franeisc<>" California. 

V! C~OE CA:LVO 
PR!SC!L!';'" 'c.' GREW 
DO~ALr>VIAL' 
WI~I.A..'1Z'.; BAGLEY 

Commis~iollers, 
, ' 

! CZRTIE"Y ,!,t;~:r ~S ':'\~C!S!ON 
'UoJAS:AP?P"O~~'i:J, ,"', . ".yJVE., 
CQ~:SS: O~:::;~~" 


