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BEFORE THE' PUBLIC UTI LIn ES COMMIsS! ON OF '!HE. STAXE OF, CALIFORN IA ' 

In. the Matter of.theApplication ) 
of The Ci t:y of Eureka' to const:.:ruct: ) 
a City Street: across the Right: .of ) 
way of the Northwestern Pacific ) 
Rail~oadCompany on "L" Street ) 
in'thetvaterfront: Drive area of ) . 
Eureka. ) 

-----------------------------) 

Application 84-07-079 
(Filed July 12, . 1984) 

OPINION _-.-.."---'--
As part of the proj ect to C1evelop its waterfront: area, 

the City of Eureka (City) requests authority to, construct "L" Street 

• at" grade across the tracks of Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Company's (NWP) Korblex Branch Line in Eureka, RumboldtCounty. 

The proPosed grade crossiDg ltlill provide access to-the 

planned ~a.terfron t. Drive which will be constructed. from "L" Street 

to "'I" Street. The area between waterfront Drive 'iand Humboldt' Bay 
. . 

will be the site of a major development,. to be known as Halvorsen' 

Villa.ge. which will consist, of a major' hotel,. an' alld1torium,..pwlic 

park,. restaurant,. alIlphitheatre,. bOat docks',. and commercial 

establishment:s .. 

Major impacts of the project include construc't'ion 
. . . 

disruption,. residential displacement,. business and employment 

displacement,. obstructions to bay views ,. and' incre.a.s:ed, vehicular 

traffic. Mitigation meas-ures will reduce the severity of '.the 

• ad.verse impacts to an acceptable level. 
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Ci ty is· t:he lead agency tor t:his .proj ect \1llder the 

california Environment:al Quality Act of 197.0. (CEQA). as amended. 

Pub-licResources Code Sections .210.0.0. et seq.. After preparation and 

review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) •. City approved the' 

project.. on July 14 .. 1983. a Not-ice of Det:eminat.ion was filed' 

with the Secretary for Resources which found 'that "The proJect will 

have a significant effect on the environment" .. 

The Commission isa responsible agency for this project 

under CEQA and has r~eviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

!he site of the proposed project has been inspected by, the 

.•. ' . Commission staff~. 

. , ..... '. 
" 

Not:iee of the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily caleildar on July J.O. 1984. No protests have 

been reee.ived.. A public hearing is not necessary. 

Findings of Fact 

1 .. City request:s autbori ty und.er Pub-lic Utili ties (PU)., Code 

Sections 1201~12Q5 to eonst:ruct "L" Street at grade across the. 

tracks of NWP' s Korblex Branch Line in Eureka. Humboldt County. 

2. Construction of the .~" Street. grade. crOSSing is required 
. . 

to provide access to a proposed' commercial· developmentadj.aceut· to 
.. 

Humboldt Bay. 
... 

3. Public convenience and necessity require construction of 

the proposed railroad-highway crossing • 
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4. Public safety requires that protection at the crossing be 

two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (General Order (GO) 

75-C). 

5-. City is 'the lead' agency for. this projectunderCEQA ... as 
~:: amended.; 1(" 

)' // 
1/' 

6 .. :1/'The Commission isa responsible agency for this, project 

and has r~viewed and considered the lead agency's'EIR. 

7. 'The project will have a signifieanteffeC1: on the 
" 

enVironme~t; however.. the adopted mitigation measures wi 11 reduce 

the severity of the adverse impacts to- acceptable levels • 

8. The EIR identifies no signif,ieant environmental impact 

that will be associated with construction of, the "Lit Street' grade 

crossing. 

Conclusion of 'Law 

. The application should be granted as set forth in the' 

following order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of E~reka (City) is authorized to construct 

"L" Street at grade across the tracks of NorthwesternPaeific 

Railroad Company's (N'WP') Korblex Branch 'Line in Eureka, Humboldt 

County.. at the location and" substantially as shown by plans" 

attached .1:0 the application .. to be identified as Crossing' 

.• 5CA-284.8.· 
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, 2. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior 

to Standard No~ 1 o£GO 72-:8. 

3. Clearances' shall confoxm to' GO 26-D. Walkways shall 

conform to GO,' 118. 

4. Proeeet:ion at the crossing. shall be. two S'tandard NO.. 9 

automat.ic gate-type signals (GO 7 5-C) .. 

5. Construction expense of the erossing and ins,tallation 

cost of the automatic protection. shall be borne by City. 

6. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform 'to GO 72-:a. '. 

Maintenance cost of the automaticprotecti.on shall be borne by City 

under P'O Code Sect ion 1 202;.2. . , .. 
, 7. Construct ion plans of the crossing. approved b)" NWP'., 

together wi:eh a copy of the agreement entered into between the: 

parties. shall be tiled With the Commission prior to commencitlg., 

construction. 

8. 'Within 30 days after completion of the work under, this 

ord.er, City shall notify the Commission in writing that' the-
, ' . 

authorized work has been,completed. 

9.. The application is granted as set forth above. 

This aU1:borization shall expire if notexereised within 

two years unless' time is extended or if the above conditions are 
, , 

not c~pliedwi the Authorization may be revoked or: modified if 
'. 

public' convenience. necessi 0/.. or safe ty so require •. 
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This order becomes effect ive- 30 days frail tOday. 

Dated NOV 7 1984 , at San Francisco'" california. 


