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Investzgat;on on “the Comm;ss;on 'S
- own motion into the feasibility of
.+ - establishing various methods. of
: providing’ low-interest, long-term
-financing of solar energy system. ‘
g for ut;lxty'customers- :

. oIX 42
(F;led Apr;l 23~ 1979)

@ER MODIFYING DEC‘IS;ON 83—09—076 '

o On September 30, 1983, the Commission issued Deczsmon (D )
1 83-09-076, authorizing the utilities partzczpatznq—/ in the
demonstration solar financing program to extend the'multz-fam;ly
portion to September 15, 1984. D 83—09-076 set forth procedures
! to terminate the mult;—fam;ly part of the OII 42 program in aj
' " timely fash:\.on, as follows- S

1. All contracts must be szgned and/or anplzcatzon
submitted to the utilities by September 15, 1984,
as evidenced by the date stamp or postmark..
(Underlined words added for clarification-)

2. All installations and lnspectxons by local
jurisdictions must be completed by December 15,
1984. TUtility ;nspections must be requested =
by that date. _ '

3. Inditial otllzty ;nspect;ons and'Contraetors'
corrections must be completed by-January l3
1985.

1/ 1In Decision 92251, dated September 16, 1980, the Commission
" authorized four utilities to participate in the demonstration
solar financing program, namely: Pacific Gas and Electric

Company (PG&E), San Diego Gas and Electric Company (SDG&E),
Southern California Gas Company (Edison), and Southern =
California Gas Company (SoCal). Eowever, Edison was not
authorized to part;c;pate in the mult;-famzly'phase of the
program. . -

-
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4. Only those installations meeting all of the
above deadlines would receive rebates.

'On November 8, 1984, California Solar Energy Industrles
Association (CAL SEIA) filed a petition for mod;fzcatlon of
" D.83-09-076 to extend time for mnn;crpal and ut;lxty inspections
. of multz-famnly installations in Pe&E territory. CAL SEIA
jrequests an order authorizing. PG&E'to—accept and process.
{‘;requests for inspections, to authorize rebates, and to! collect
"its costs in rates. through approprzate rate proceed;ngs through
March 15, 1985. ‘ 4 ' : :
CAL SEIA believes that an extenszon of the deadllne
established in D.83-09-076 is requ;red because of two-factors.
(1) the failure of AB 2428 to be enacted into law; and (2) the
increase in the minimum sizing requmrements for mult;—family
~ dwellings ordered by the Comm;ss;on 1n,D.83-10-014
In Januvary, 1984, AB 2428 was - lntroduced in the
Leg;slature- In its final form it would have extended the
multi-family portion of the OIX 42 program for twouyears and
added 100,000 rebates to the or;g;nal quotas. However, the
governor vetoed the legislation. 1In add;txon, CAL SEIA sought ,
to reduce the minimum sizing requirements for multz—famaly dwellings'
ordered in D.83-10-014. However, that effort was not successful. |
CAL SEIA believes that the multi-family sales market |
became depressed from a combination of the sizing issue and. the |
influence of the effort to extend the program.through legxslatzon.
As the closing. days of the program neared apartment owners. chose
to authorize contracts to avoid losing rebates. Contract;ng fzrms,
which had prev:ously been idled, became overbooked as their
year-long sales efforts bore fruit. A;number of overbooked
contractors bhave contacted CAL SEIA and ask it to. approach’ the
Comm;ssmon.requestlng a modification of D. 83-09-076 for contracts
which cannot be completed Wlthin the deadlxnes establmshed by that
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decision. The extension of‘time would apply‘onlytto‘thoée
contracts that were properly signed and submitted to!PG&E*:‘

by September 15, 1984. According to CAL SETIA' s‘informatioh

the malti-family programs of SDG&E and SoCal are not affected
by this problem. Therefore, the order proposed by CAL SEIA _
would affect only PG&E's mult;—famaly pProgram. CAL SEIA.asserts
that due to the large number of contracts sxgned on or before

- September 15, 1984, and due to-other factors beyond the control

of the contractors, such as 1nclement weather, lengthy'munlczpal

.permlt processes, and avaalabxl;ty of mattrmals. many contractors

will not be able to complete the ;nstallatlon and "’ anspect;on
process within the time limits applzcable under D;83—09-076.‘

CAL SEIA seeks to mod;fy Orderzng Paragraph a. of
D. 83—09-076 which states-

"a. Partzc;patzng utilities are authorxzed to
continue accepting applications for rebates
under the multi-family portion of the OII 42
program s¢ long as the established quotas
are not filled. However, no utility shall
accept any application delivered or postmarked
after September 15, 1984. No utility shall
issue rebates to an applicant wbo has not
demonstrated that its solar system has
passed local jurisdiction. 1nspectlon on or
before December 15, 1584."

CAL SEIA requests that the CommASSLon subst;tute in placex

of the last sentence of the quoted Ordering Paragraph the’ followungf
language:

"Only +those contracts which were submitted and
accepted by PG&E withip the contract deadline of
September 15, 1984 are granted an extension .of
time for installation completion and municipal
inspections in PG&E territory to March 15, 1985.
Initial utility inspections must be completed by
April 1, 1985 and corrections completed by
April 1S5, 1985. Those installations meeting the ‘
above requirements would be eligible for rebates.”
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In D.83-09-076 we established the following procedure

to terminate the multi-family portion of the OII 42 prooram:'

1.

4.

All contracts must be signed and/or applications
submitted to the utilities by September 15, 1984,
as evidenced by the date stamp. or postmark.
(Underlined words added f£for clarification.)

All installations and inspections by local:
Jurisdictions must be completed by December 15,
1984. Utility inspections must be requested’ by
that date.

Initial utzl;ty inspections and’ contractors'
corrections must be completed by . January 13
1985.

Only those installations meetzng all of the

above deadline would receive rebates.

Since under the proposed modification, applzcants for
rebates in SDG&E and SoCal territories would continue-to-be
governed by the requlrements of D.83-09-076 and since oney
applzcants for rebates in PG&E's terrztory would be elzgzble
for the’ extenszons of time sought by CAL SEIA, we must be
careful that the modifications adopted retain the ormg;nal .
deadlines in D.83-09-076Aand grant the extensions only toﬁ
applioants,in PGLE's territory.. Therefore, we will retair the
language of - .he four numbered paragraphs above, add;ng only
qualifying language to pa*agraphs 2 and 3 as follows.

2;

3.

"All installations and inspections by local
jurisdictions must:be -completed by December 15,
1984. Utility inspections must be requested by
that date. However in PG&E's territo 11
installations and inspections by local jur;gdgc-
tions must be completed by March 15, 1985,
Ttility inspections must be regpested by that
date.

Initial utility inspections and contractors’
corrections must be completed by January 13,
1985. However, in PG&E's territory injtial
utility inspections and cgontractorns' cor ;ect:gns
must be completed b April 15 1985
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g;pd;nqs of Fact

1. A large number of contracts for mnlt;—fam;ly-solar
installations were sxgned on or lmmedlately‘before September 15
1984.. : : S

2. Many solar contractors in PG&E' s terfitory'are'overbooked
and unable to complete xnstallations or 1nspectaons by‘December 15,
1984 due to unavailability of materials, inclement weather, delays in
inspection by local jurlsd;ctions, and other factors beyond thezr '
control. ; ‘ : : ‘

3. Unless an extens;on of time is granted by modxfmcatxon
of D.83-09-076, many appl;cants for rebates will, be denxed those
rebates and PG&E's quotas in the mult;-fam;ly portlon of, the OII 42
program will not be fulfilled. ' «
anclug;gng of Law ‘ : :

' “1.» The procedures to-term;nate the" multz—famaly portmon of
the OII 42 program.adopted in D.83-09-076 should be - mod;f;ed as’
set forth in the d;scuss;on-‘ ‘ -
‘ 2. Orderlng Paragraph a. of D 83-09-076 should be modzfzed
as set forth below. \

3. The pet;tzon of CAL SEIA should be granted. :

4. Although this order did mot appear in. the pﬁbl;c aqenda,
it should be signed today since it involves . an unforeseen emergency.
condition. Unless we extend the deadline establzshed in D 83-09-076
many applicants for rebates will be denied those rebates and PGE&E's
multi~-family quotas will not be fulfilled.

$. This order should be effective today sco that the appllcants,'
contracters, uuﬂ;tyemphumea.andIocﬂ.jmns&ummmx;cu:actvmﬂmaxL,

'possxble speed to complete the 1nsta11atlon and . 1nspectzon process.
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RDER o

IT IS ORDERED that D.83-09-076 is modified as‘sé£7£¢rthﬁ"
in the following paragraphs: - o
1. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of the procedure to termlnate the

rulti-family portion of the OII 42 program are modified to read:

2. All installations and inspections by local
jurisdictions must be completed by December 15,
1984. Utxl;ty inspections must be requested by
that date. "However in PG&E's territory all -
installations. and inspections by local jurisdic-.
tions must be completed by March 15, 1985.
Utility 1n5pectlons nust be requested by that
date. ' D

Initial utility,insPections‘and contractors'
corrections must be completed by Januvary 13,
1985. However in PG&E's territory initial
: - utility inspections and contractors' correctlons
. must be comple*ed by April 15, 1985--

2. Ordering Paragraph a. of D. 83-09-076 is mod:f;ed to
add the following language.'

However, in PG&Z's territory applicants whose contracts
were submitted. .on or before September 15, 1984 and
accepted.by PG&4E shall have.until March 15,.1985, to
complete installations and inspections by local
jurisdictions; und they shall bhave until April. 15, 1985
to complete initial utility 1nspectzons and contractors'
corrections. : , .

This order is effect;ve today. -
’ Dazed ' NOV’Z! 1984 , at San Franclsc0u Cal;fornia. ;
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