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BEFORE TEE PUBL*C UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA '

In the Matter of tbe Application of )
‘the CITY OF FAIRFIELD to construct ) L

a city street across the right-of-way)’ Applicat;on 60223 -
of the SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD C) (Flled January 26, 1981)
COMPANY at Beck Avenue. in the ‘ )

Western Fairfield area. ‘ ;

William L. Owen and Thomas Haas, Attorneys at
Law, for the City of Fairfield, applicant..
Harold S. Lentz, Attorney at Law, for Southern

Pacific Transportation Company, protestant.
Robert W. Stich, for the Commission staff.

The City of Fairfield (City) brought this application for
authority to construct a new street at grade across °outhern ‘Pacif ic
tracks in Fairfield. The street would be an extension. of Beck
Avenue. The street extension was designed to serve an indu trial |
park. City alleged that a grade separation was not economleally
feasidle. ! ’ o

Southern Pacific Transportation‘Company (S.P.) prdt¢$£ed;
claiming that a grade crossing at the proposed locatienfweﬁld’e' |
interfere with rail operations at an essential holding area énd_that ‘
its traffic at the location was heaVy. Tt also claimed to héve pTansi
to further develop its loca’ system in a manner ineon*iutent with the
grade erossing. .

- Hearings were held on Oetober 1& through 19, 1981 and.
briefs were filed. The matter was then taken off calendar to allow
the pafties to settle. Py letter of July 9, 1984 (copy to City)

- S.P. has withdrawn its protest.' The letter represents that the
partzes have resolved their differences by agreements and that this
matter is now ready for decision. None of the otherrparties have
objected.‘ The parties have enuered into an easement, which is

dess gnated Exbidit 1. : '
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The easement provides for a grade crossxng protected by
flashing lights and automatic gate arms. (Standa*d 9-A).,
Installatior and mairterance costs will be paid by the City.

nder the eaoement,-uhe new crossing cannot be opered until
after two adjacert crossicgs (Union Averue arnd Rio Vista Road) are
closed. These closirgs were pr eviously aut thorized by the Commission
as part of a project to open Rouse 12 over. S.2. traczs ar‘separa ed
grades. This authority was not exercised and has' expzred. The- Czty
recently_applied for a rerewal of this aut hor;ty (Applicatlcn
84~06~083) . B |
| An Environmenval Impact Report (“’R) was issued by the

Fairfxe’d Redevelopme.« Agency; that agency is tﬁé lea&\agencj (under
tae Californis Znvirornmernt Qualz.y Act of 1970 (CEQA); asuameﬁdéd5
Public Resources Act Sections 21000, et seq.) for a p:oje¢t”(the_'
Highway 12 Redevel opmenz) which necessa ily inclu&eé 2 Beck Avenﬁé,'
crossing.. That study did not fin & that the crossing'wouldfhavéga:
environmersal effeds. ' - -

The Comm;ss*oz is a *esnonsible age“cy Sor uhe c*ossing ard'
has in depe dently evaluated arnd assessed the EIR.
Pirndirgs of Pacy

7. Public corverierce and necessity re@uire_the-opehing of

Beck Averue at grade over the tracks of S.P. ir the City.
2.2. The FPairfield Redevelovme T Agency is the lead agency *or

this roject under CEQA, as amended. ‘

b. The Commissiorn is a responsible agency ’or *he brOJect ard
bas reviewed and considered the EIR. | :

¢. The crossing will have no sigrnificant izpact or the
eavironment. _ - .

5. Public safety ard convenierce reguire that the crossing.be-
protected by p*edzcto*-contro:led Sz a“da*d =4 protection wi*h
flashing warning lights and automasic’ gate arms.
Corclusiors of Law | ' «

The applicatior should be granted as set forth‘iﬁythéf-

followirg order. No further environmental aﬁalysis is;réquired;  .1

-2 -
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QRDER
IT IS OQORDERED that: -

1. The City of Fairfield (City) is authorized to const*uc*
Beck Averue at grade across the Tracks of Southern Pacific
Tra:sPortazioh Compary's (S.P.) Schellville B-arch Lire in’ Fairt he"d
Solano County, at the location and subs a“tzally as showzn. by plans
attached o Exhidit 1, to be 1denti*;ed as C-ossi“g.AA-SO 1. _

2. Construction of tae crossing shall de equal or supe,i T T
Standard 1 of General Order (GO) 72~B. o R

3, Clearances shall conforn to GO 26~D.  Walkways shail
corforn to GO 118. : | |

4. ZProtection at the crossirg shall be two S sardard 9-A
autonavic gave-type signals wivth carvilevers (GO 75-0)., ,

5. Corstructior expense of the crossing‘and_ins:éllation cosST
of the automatic protectiorn shall be borre by City. ‘ |
6. Naintenance of the crossing shall conform <o GO 72-»-
Maintenance ¢ost of the automatice protection shall be. bo*ne by Czty

under PU Code Section 1202.2. ‘ '

7. Consiruction plans of the crossing,:apppoved by 8P,
togethef with a copy of ai“fag-eements entered into betWééﬁ the
parvies, shall be filed with the Commission pri or 0 commencing
- eornstruction. - | '

8. The authority o oper the. cross ng may. ‘ot be exerclsed
urtil crossings at Urion Avenue (A—49 O} and Rio Vlsta Road (A—49 1)
are phygmcally closed. - : L o

9. Withir 30 days after completion of thefWOrk-under‘thié"
order, City shall notify the Commission in writinthhat the‘
autaorized work has beer completed. '

10. This authorization shall expire if not exercised wzthzn o
years from vhe closzng.of Tridr Avenue ard Rio Vista Road crossmngs
or within three years from the date,o* h‘s order, whlchever zs |




A.60223 ALJ/ec/vg /ec

. soorer, unless 'cime is externded or if the above conditions a.re nov
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or mo&ifzed if publlc N
conveniernce, recessity, or saf %y so require.

11. ZThe applicazion is granted as sev fo-th above. ‘
- This order beco*es ef ecnve 30 days from ‘::oday. .

» 2% San Pr anc‘:.sco«_,,.g.Califomia;‘

Dated NOV 21 1984
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