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Decision -------
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter cf the Application of ) 
the .CITY OF FAIRFIELD to construct ) 
a city street across the right-of-way) . Application 6022~ 
of the SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD ) (Filed January 26,';98',)" 
COMPANY at Beck Avenue, in the ) 
Western Fairfield area~ ) 

, ) 

William L. Owen and Thomas Haas, Attorneys at 
Law,. for the City of Fairfield, applicant •. 

Harold S. Lentz, Attorney at'Law, for Southern 
Pacific !r-ansportation Company, protestant. 

Robert W. Stich,. for the Commission s,taft' e' 

o PIN ION -------
The City of Fairfield (City)' brought thiS' application, for 

authority to construct a new stre~t at grade across Southe'rnFacit'ic 
tracks in Fairfield .. " The street would be an extension ,of Beck . ' 

Avenue. The street extension was deSigned to serve an industrial 
park. City alleged that a grade separation was not economic-ally . 
feasible. 

Southern Pacific Transportation Company (S .. Poo) pro'te'sted, 
claiming that a grade crossing at the proposed 10<:a tion w,ould 

, , 

interfere with' rail operations at an essential holding area and that 
" 

its traffic at the location was heavy. It also claime'd, to' have plans' 
to further develop its local system in a manner inconsistent with the 
grade crossing. 

Hearings were held o"n Octooer 14 through 19,. 1981 and 
briefs were filea. The matter was then taken of! calend.ar ~oallow 
the parties- to settle. Ey letter of July9p 1984 (copy to City) 
S.P' .. has wi.thdrawn its protest.. The letter represents that. the 
parties have resolved their differences oy agreements and that this 
matter is now ready for decision. None of the other parties' have·, 
object~d. The parties have entered into an easement p which is 
d.esignated Exhibit 1. 
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'. The easement provides for a grade crossing pro,tected by 

• 

flashing lights and automatic gate arms. '(Standard 9-A). , 
Installation and ma.intenar.ce costs will 'be paid by the City. 

U::.der the easement? the new crossing cannot be opened until 
after two adjace:ct crossi:cgs(U:cion Avenue a:cd Rio 'Vista Road) are 
closed. These closi:cgs were previously authorized by~the Commission 

, " 

as pa.rt of a :t>roject to open Route i 2 over S.P'.tracks at separated" 
grades. This authority was not exercised and has" expired. The City 
rece:ctly applied tor a renewal of this authority (Applicat1on 
84-06-08:;) .. 

An Er..vironmer..tal Impact Report (EIR) was issued by the 
Fairfield Redevelop::ler.:t Agency; that agency is the lead agencY (under 

, , 

the California Br.vironment Quality Ae't of 1970 (CEQA); as,: ameided;. 
Public Resources Aet Sections 21000,. et seq.) tor a project ("the, ' 
:E:ighway 12 Redevelop:lent) whieh necessa!"ily ineludes a Beck Avenue 
crossing." That study did not :f'ind that the crossing W'ou.ld ha vea~y 
enviro:cmental effect • 

The Cocmissio:c is a responsible agency for the crossingar.:d 
has independently evaluated'a:d assessed "the EIR. 
Fi:cdings of Fact 

1. :?u.blic convenien.ce ar.:d necessi-:.y require the opening of 
EeckAvenue at grade over the tracks ,o~S.P. in the City. 

2.a. The Pai~ield Redevelopce:t Agency is the lead agency~or 
this project under CEQA, as amended. 

b. The CommiSSion is a responsible agency ~or the ~r~jectar-d 
has reviewed and considered the EIR. 

c. The crosslngW'ill have no sig:ciiicant impact or. the 
environment-

:;. Public,sa!e"Cyand cOl:.venience require that thecrossi:cgbe 
protected by predictor-eontroIled S-:.anda.rd 9-A protection with 
flashi:g warning lights ~d autocatic' ga'te arms. 
Cor-elUSions of Law 

The application should be grar..ted as s~t forth iI:tne 
following order. No !urtherenvironmental analysis is.required~ .:. , 
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o R D E R .. .... - ---
IT IS ORD~ ~ha~: 

1. The City o~ Fai~ield (City) is authoriz.ed to cons~ruct' 
Beck Avel'!ue at grade ac::--oss the tracks of Sou-ehern Pacific 
Trax:.sportatio:: COI:lpa.::y'3 (S .. ?) Schell ville Era.r..eh Li:ce' in Fair:f'ield,. 

. ' • J 

, Solano County, a~ ~he location and substa.::tia.l1y: as shown, by plans 

• 

• 

attached to Exhibit, 1. to be idel'!ti:f'ied as Crossir.g AA-50 .. 1 .. ' 
2. Constructio:: 00£ tl1e crossing shall be equal or supe::-ior to 

Standard 1 ~~ General Order (GO) 72-B. 
3. Cleara:lces shall con~ortl. to GO 26-D. ,Walkways shall 

co~orm to GO 118. 
4. Protection at the crossing shall be .twoStar.'dard 9-A 

automatic ga:te-ty:pe Signals wi tb. cantilevers (GO 7,-C). 
5. COl'!st:-uction expense of the crossing ar.d installa:tior. cost 

of ~he auto::l8.tic protection shall be oorIle 1:>y: City. 
6. !wIair.::ene.r..ce of ~he crossix:.g shall conform to GO 72-:3. 

Main:tenance cost of the automatic protection shall be .. borne by City, 
ur.de:- PU Code Section 1202.2. 

7. Constructior. plans of the crOSSing, approved by'S?, 
together wi'th a. eopY' 0-: allagreeI:lents entered into between the 
parties, shall be filed with the COI!l!llission prior to commenci:c.g 
cons-e:"Uctio:c. .. 

8.. The authority to opel':. the crOSSing may not be exercised 
until crossings at Union Avenue (A-49.0): and Rio Vista R~ad' (A-49 .. 1) 

a:-e physically closed. 
9.. Within:;O days af'ter complet:L'on 0-£ the' work ur.d-er this 

o:-~er. City shall notify the Commission in writing'that the 
autho:-ized work has beer. completed. 

10. This authoriz.ation shall expire i:t not exercised withir.·two 
years :ero:l. "the closing of Un.io:c. Avenue and' Rio Vi$~a.Road crossings' 

or within three years frol:lthe date o'!thisorder~ whichever is' 
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:. sooner,. u.z:less 'time is eX"tel'!ded or ii' "the a1>ove eondi"tions are not' 
complied vi "th. Authoriza"tion may be revok,ed or modified it public 
convenience, necessity, or ss.!ety so require .. 

• 

. 
< 

" .. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order beeo::es effective 30. days from toda.y~ 

___ N_O_V __ 2_,!_19_84_, ___ , at San F:-ancisco<'" Ca.li:f"ornia~, Dated 
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DONALD v.'L".:L',' 
WI~L!A.v.: 'Z~SAG!u:.-Y ", 

COl'!:m!t:t:1o:tcrV! c'tOl:' <:'41 vo>. " 
'bC!.ng nocec,5.cri:t,. a~:;ont.~ ~i~ 
:ot. ,;p~rtic1p.at.~: 
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