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NOV 2 :.1984 

BEFORE ThE PUbLIC UTILITIES Coz.n.llSSIOt-l OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of ~he CITY OF FRENONT ') 
to construct a grade separation of ) 
Ardenwood (Newark) Boulevard over ) 
the Southern Paci£icTranspo~ation ) 
Company tracks in the COUNT.{ OF ) 
ALAMEDA. ) 

--------------->' 

Application 84-08-03:9 
O"'iled Aug'Ust, 7 ~ 1984) 

o P I NI C N ---------
As part of the of Ardenwood Forest-New Town development 

project. the City of Fremont (Cit:y) requests authority to construct 

Ardenwood Boulevard at separated grades over the tracks of' Southern 

Pacific Transportat:.on Company's (SPT) Elmhurst-Santa' Clara'Main'· 

Line in Fremont~ :Alameda County. 

!'be proj ect involves development of approximately SOO 

acres to include 3800 dwelling units. 283 acres of industry" 32, 

acres of commercial' areas, and 1 0 5 acres of schools,' parks and open 
" " , 

space. Ardenwood l)oulevard will provide direct 'access between the, 

Dumbanon Free-way (State Route 84) and the propO$edd~elopmen~., 
~~jor impacts of the project' include: loss ot. prOductive, 

agricultural lanC1 .. generation of in,<:reas,ed traffic, volumes" and'an 

incr~ased burden on 'co~munity services and utilities.'l1itigat'io1l 

measures will reduce tbe severity of the' adverse impacts:::t~ an 

acceptable level. • ,f" 
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", 
Ci t:y is the lead agency tor this' proj ect \moer the 

California Environmental Quali ty Act: of 1970" (CEQA) ~ as: amended ~ 
" , " 

Public Resources Code Sections 2'OOO~ et seq. Af'ter pr'eparation 

and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR:),~ City ,approved 

the project. On December 3~ 19S.1~ a Notice of Detemin,ation was 

filed wit:h the Alameda County Clerk,which found that "the project 

will have a significant effect on the environment.,r 

!he Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

under CEQA and has ,reviewed and considered the leadag~cy's EIR_ 
. " 

The si te of the proposed project has 'been:' inspected by i::he 

Commission staff. 

Notice of the application was pub-lished in the 

Commissi~n' s Daily Calendar on August 1 3 ~ 1984~ ~o protests have 
-' 

been received. A public heariDg is not necessary. 

Findings of Fact 

1. City request:s autho,rity under' Public Utilities Code 
, 't 

Sec'Cions 1201-1205 to construct Ardenwood Boulevard at se.?&rated 
I ~:~, 
I ,I ~ ,. grades over the tracks of SPT's Elmhurst-Santa Clara Main':.I.ine in 

" ,Il 

~ i: Fremont~ Alameda County. 
,I,) 

. ~I 

2. Upon completion of the ArdenwoodBoulevard' grade 

separation. and its opening to vehicular traffic.. the exJ:'s:ting 
, , . 
. I~ : Newark Boulevard grade crossiDg should be closed andphys':!.cally 

.1
1, ., .. removed • 
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3. Consttuction of .the grade separation is required to 

provide safe access to the proposed Ardenwood Forest-N~ Town 

development. 

4. Public convenience .. necessit:y .. and saiety require 

construction of the proposed grade separation. 

S. Ci t:y is the lead agency fo·r this proj ect 'Ullder CEQA. as 

amended. 

6... The Commission is a respons ible agency for this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead agency" s EIR.··· 

7. The project will have a significant effect on the 

environment; however. the adopted mitigation measures will ~~duee 
.., ,~ 

the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels., 

3. The EIR identified no significant environmental impact 

which will be caused by construction of the. Ardenwood Boulevard 

grade separation. 

Conclusion of Law 

The . application should be. granted as set forth ,in the 

following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED. that: 

,. The City of Fremont (City) .. is authorized to construct: 
.JI' 

Ardenwood Boulevard at separated grades over the tracks of Southern 
. I,' '. 

Pacific Trans.portatiou Company's (SPT) Elmhurst-Santa Clara.Main 
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Line in Fremont~ Alameda Coun~ .. at the location and' substantially 
". ,'. . . . 

as . shown by plans att'ached' to the application .. to be identified as ' 

CrossingI.-28.S-A. 

2. Upon completion of the Ardenwood Boulevard'grade 

separation .. and its opening to vehicular traffic .. the 'existing, 

Newark Boulevard grade crossing. Crossing L-2a..5~ shall be: closeo 

and physically removed. 

3_ Clearances shall be in accordance with General ,Order 

(GO) 26-D;. except'that during the period of construction a 

clearance of not l~ss than 22'- 0" above top ofrailshall,be 

authorized and SPl' shall be authorized to operate with such reduced 

• overhead clearance, provided that inst:ruct iODS are issued by the 

• 

, , 

railroad and filed with the Commission forbidding employees to ride' 

on tops of cars beneath the structure. 

4. Ci~ shall notify the Commission and SFT at least ,1$ .. but 

not more 'than 30 .. days in advance of the date when' the temporary 

impaired clearance will be created .. 

5. Walkways shall conform to GO .118.. 'Walkways 'adjacent to 

any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free of 

obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their original 

condition in ,the event of damage during construction • 
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6. CoIlS~ruction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement ~o ee. entered into be'tWeen the' 

parcies. A copy of theagreement~ together with' plans of the 

crossing approved by SP'I~ shall be filed with the Commissio.n prior 

to commenciDg. construction. Should' the parties. failtoagree~ the 

Commission will' apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 
. '.. . 

by further order. 

7. within 30 days after completion of the work ,under this 

order, city shall notify the Commission in writiDgthat the 

authorized work has been completed. 

" 

8. 'This au-ehorization shall expire if not exercised'~thin 

~hree years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied with. Autboriza~ionmay be revoked· or modified .. if 

public convenience, neeessi~y~ or safety so require. 

9.1'he application is granted as set forth above. 

!'his order becomes effective 30 days from today. 

Da"ed NOV 211984 t S . 'C'-.a •. Cal" ~f'" . ... ________ - a a.n .I:I.. nClSCO. l O·rIllS. 

CCmt:)!.:s:;1ono.rV1ctoX"C'~IVO~ 
b<' !r.;:: nCCO~S4.r,1l.Y' absen't~ d1~ 
no-: ,~:"t1c1pc .. to 

., " 


