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Decision' ~ 12 021 DEC 5 1984 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA . , 

Application of General'~ Telephone 
ComPany of california / for, 
eex:-t1fieate of public convenience 
and. neces.s.i ty under Section 1001 or 
the Public Utilities Code or,the 
Sta te of California' :,for . author1 ty to 
establish a personal :,,1gnaling 
service in the Sacramento Area. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

--~----~----------------------) ) 
Application or General Telephone )' 
Company or California, for ) 
certificate of public convenience ) 
andneeessity under,Seetion 10010t ) 
the Public Utilities Ccx1e .of 'the ) 
State'of.cal1fornia for aut.hority to. ) 
establish a personal Signaling ) 
service in the Sacramento Area. ) 

--------------------------------) 
OPINION 
~ - - - ~ ---" 

Applicat1on'84-08-004 
(Filed August 1, 1984) 

Application 84-08-008: 
(F1le<1Augus:t2:,. 1984) 

In Application (A.) 84-08-004,. (the first application), 
General Telephone Company of California (General),a california 
corporation, requests authority to. construct and operate facilities 
for the purpos.e of rendering public utility one-way radiotelephone 
services in an area between Saeramento. and Auburn. In A.8:4~08-008, 
(the second application), General requests autho.rity to. construct and 
operate racilities ror the purpose of rendering public utility' one­
way radiotelephone services in Sacramento and an extended area around 
that city. The app11eation3 :show that a copy- of each application was 
served. on the counties and major cities involved as well as on 
eompet1 ti ve radiotelephone utili,ties • 
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The applications were noticed io the Commission'Daily-Calendar of~ 
respectively, Augu~t 4 and 5, 1984. No prote~ts to the applications 
have been receivod. General has the'requi~i'te FederalCommun1cations 
Commission (FCC) construction permits.. Because the propoSedserv1c~ . 
areas of tbe applications are contiguous and: the applications'are 

I . " 

somewhat similar, the applications are consolidated tor decision; 
General presently provides telephone and other,., 

communication services in portions of twenty (20) count1ei in th~ 
State of California. . Among the communication services furnished by 
General is one-way personal signal service. This service is' now.:' 

offered, among other places, in Lompoc, Oxnard, Santa Bar.bara,,' Santa 
Maria, Santa Paula, Thousand Oaks, Ontar1o,'Pomona, Red.lands, San': 

. ,.', " . .'" 

Bernardino, Los Gatos, Novato, Palm Springs, 'Long Beach.,·and.the Los 
Angeles' area, pursuant to tariffs· that have been riled w1th:"and 
approved by this Commission. 

For thet'irst five calendar months of 1984.General·had a 
net income in excess of $90' million ,and as of May 31 ~ , 984 " General 
had a net worth in excess of $1; billion. 

The first application seeks· au'thori ty to establish a base 

station at Chantry Hill, located 3 miles southwest of' Auburn. ' The 
area to be served. from this base station describes an oval wh'ose long 
axis generally parallels Interstate Highway 80 be:tween Auburn' and . . . , 

Sacramento_ The second application seeks authority to establish a, 

base stati.on at General's central office building located in. 
urban/farmland appr~ximately 10 miles from the downtown; section of, 

Sacramento. The area' to be served fromth1s base. stat1ondes.cri'be's a 
cirele a~~roximately 35 miles ill circum!'erence whose'no~thernmost 
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• point is approximately at Rio Linda. The transmitters at each base 
station site will be on or close to towers noW' occupied by radio, 
broadcasting transmitters. Total cost to' install the two. systems. 
including the cost of associa.ted equipment~ is est1matedbyGeneral 
to be $31.040. to be financed by internally generated:t\mds. - . 

A:n. automatic network service will be provided,: through a 
centralized digital computer control terminal located in General's 
Los Gatos Central Office. This terminal vill act a.s the control 
point 'for both base stations as 'Well as any additional base stations 
that may be required to serve the greater Sacralnento Area.. 

The transmission medium tor the network ViII ',be a digital 
signaling format and will provide tone-only and tone-plus~display 
capabilities. In addition to providing numeric~diS~lar signaling. 
the control terminal is ca.pable 0'£ alpha-numeric transmission which 
will be the dominant tuture service. 

To initiate a network call the customer viII dial aloeal 

• 
number provided through two :Coreign exchange services 'Which will. be 
answered by the control terminal. which will autom~t1callY process 
the call and cause it to be transmitted from the b'ase stations. 

• 

General antiCipates that the revenue requirement needed to 
make each system pro~itable 'Will be aChieved by t~e second quarter of 
the third year in service. when it expects to be serving 
approximately 1.500 pagers in both services. These :t:igures were· 
arrived at through a ,study of' the demand :Cor the proposedservices~ 

General also requests that the 30-day tiling requirement 
tound in Rule 18(0)(1) 0'£ the Commission's Rules o'!P-ractice and 
Procedure be waived as to each o~ the applications. As to the ~irst 
application. while public notice of the.' granting ot:the PCCpermit 
was published July 5. 1984. it vas not received by applicant until 
July 11. 1984. The first application was' tiled August. 1. 1984 which 
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is within 30 days or July 11 ~ 1984~ the date notice was published,. 
Thererore, no waiver would be .required ror the receipt and processing 
or the rirst application. As to the second a:pplicat10n~. ,the' FCC 
permit tor the construction of'the subject ba:;e station was,issued in 
Oc~ober, 1983. General states that the 30-day rule a%).<1" the OIl which. 
established that rule, as well as a communica'c.ion from someone on the 
Commission staff, eonvinced General that the rule applied only to 
radiotelephone utili ties and not to W'1reline telephone compan.ies. 
SubseQ.uently, and too late to comply, General was advised that, the 
revised rule also applied to wire11ne telephone eompan1e~,. 'Onder the 
circumstances we Will authorize a waiver for the second. C!Lpplication. 
Findings of Fact 

1 • In the first application General requests authority to' 
construct and op.erate racilities. ror the purpose of rendering a: 
public utility one-way radiotelephone service to an area between 
Sacramento, and, Auburn' • 

2. In the second application General requests a' certificate to' 
construct and operate :facilities for the purpose O':f rendering a 
public utility one-way radiotelephone service to Sacramento and an 
extended area around that city_ 

3. General possesses the requiSite FCC construction permits. 
4. General presently provides telephone and other 

communication services in portiOns of 20 counties in the state and 
offers radiotelephone service to many areas in the state. 

S. As or May 31, 1984 General had a net worth of in excess of· 
$1i billion. 

6. The total cost to install the proposed"systems,. including 
tbe cost of associated equipment, will be approximately $3,',040,to 
be ~1nanced by internally generated funds • 
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7. The pt"oposed services will be fully automatic and will be 
interconnected. to the public switched telepho.nenetwork." 

s. '1'one~only and tone-plus-display se.rvicewill be ot'ler-ed' .by 
both, systems .. 

9. The reven~e requirement needed to make each, ~ystem 
profi table 'will 'be achieved. 'by the secona quarter of the third year- , 
in service .. 

10. . The proposed systems are" economically feasil:>le. 
1'. The propo~ed systems are technically feasible .. 
12. Public convenience and neces~1ty require the granting of 

each application. 
13 •. It can be seen with certainty that there is no- possib-11it'y 

that the activities in question. may have a significant effe:cton the, 
env1ronmen t •. 

14. A pUblic hearing is not necessary. 
~~~~usions of Law, 

1. The· applications should. 'be granted • 
2.. A 'Waiver' of the 30-day filing' requirement,in Rule ,$'(0.)(1) 

should. be granted. as to, both applications. 
Only the amount paid to the, state for operati,ve rights ,may 

be used. in rate fixing. The state may grant any number of ri'ghts and 
may cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these rights at any 
time. 

o R D E'R ---- ..... 
IT IS ORDERED. that: 

1 • A certificate of' pub-lie convenience and necessity" is 
gr-anted to General Telephone Company of California ,'(ap1>l'icant)., a 
California corporation, for the construction 'ana operation'of a 
public utility one-way radiotelephone systemrlth abase'~tation 
located. at Chantry Hill, 5 miles SW of Auburn at N~weastle'{Lat. 38 
52 33 N, Long. 121 07 33 W.) and ...... 1th a servicearea,as.shown as 
!.ndicated on the map in Exhibit C to A.S4-08-004 • 

" ,. , 
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2. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is, ' .. 
granted to applicant for the constr"uctiol1 and operation of a ptlblic 
utility one-way radiotelephone system with ,a base station located at 

• • _ J • ' • 

1850' Amherst, Sacramento (t.at. 38 28 28. N,' t.ong. 121 29 39:' N) :and 
with a service area~as shown as indicated on the map, in, Exh1bit':C 'Co 
A.84-04-008. 

" 

3. Within 30 days after this order is efrective~ applie'ant 
" 

shall file a written acceptance of each of the· certificates granted 
" 

in this proceeding. 
4. AiJ)p11cant is authorized to file, af'ter the ·effective'date 

of this order and in compliance with Ord:ering Paragraph :3,. tariN's 
applicable ,to the service authorized containing rates,rules" and 
charges otherwise applicable to its radiotelephone serviees~.'l'he­
offerings, rates, and charges shall be the same as'listed' in 
Exhibit C to A.84-08-004 and A.S4-08-00S.~ respectively;. This filing 
shall com})ly with General Order 96~A. The tariffs sb.'all become 
effective on not less than 10 days' notice. 

5. Applicant shall file after the effective 'date of this'ord.er 
and compliance with Ordering Paragraph 3, as part of its: individual 
tariff, an engineered. service area mal> dr-awn inconformity with the 
p!'"ovi~ions of the FCC Rule 22.504, commonly known a~the "carey, 

I , 

! 

Report," con$istent with it~ proposed. service area as, sho~n OIl l' 
Exhi'c1t C to A.S4-08-004 and A.8.4-08-00S-, respectively. :2 

". 

6. APl>licant shall notify this Commission,..1n'wr1t:ng, of the 
. .,' 1/ 

date,. each of the s~rvices authorizeC1 herein is fir$t,renaered to. 
#\- . ' 

public under the rates; rules, and charges authorizec1w1thin'five: 

days after services begin. 
.-

1. Any certificate granted and the authority to' render$er-vice \ ... ' , 
under rates, rules,,. and. ehal:"'ges authorized will exp1re'ifn¢t 
exercised within 12 months after the effect1vedat:e of this ¢rde'r~ 

14 , 
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8. The ,'30-day filing reQ.uirement of Rule 18(0)(') of the' 
" "',. 

Commission's Rules of Practice and ?rocedure is waived. 
9,. The 'application is granted-as 3etf'orth;- ,above. 

,This ord.er becomese,tt'eet1v~ 30 d.ays, ,from today,. 

Dated. Dee~mber'5" 1984; at San Franeisco,Califot"n1a. 

I: 
I' 
I' 
... 

i 
-, 
:1' 
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\ 

" 
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DONALD "VIAL " 
'President 

VICrOR CALVO: " 
PRISCILlwA ;':C .. :,GREW 
WILLIAMT~:S:AGLEY" " 
,FREDERICIC'R.'''DUDA<, 

, 'Comm1'33ioners 
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The applications were noticed in the Commission Daily Calendar of~ 
respectively~ August 4 and 5~ 1984. No protests to- the applications 
bave been reeeived. General has the re~uisite Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) COn3truction permits. Because the proposed service 

~ ."",r-

ar~as of the applications are contiguous and the applie,ations.are 
somewhat similar~ the applications are consolidatedfo decision. 

General presently provides telephone a~ether 
cOXllmunication services in portion:s. of twenty vic) counties in the 
State of California. Among the communica~ services furnished. by 
General is one-way personal Signal servloe. l'hi3. serVice is noW' 
offered, among other plaees, in Lompoc/Oxnard,. Santa Barbara, Santa 
Maria, Santa P'aula, Thousand Oaks~ 0 tarie, Pomona, Redlands~ San 
Bernardino, Los Gatos, Novato, Pa Springs, Long Beach, and the Los 
Angeles area, pursuant to tariff: tha·t have been filed. w1.th and 
approved by this Commission. 

For the first five calendar months of 1984 ~neral had a 
net income in excess of $1 million and as of May S1, 198"4 General 
had a net worth in excess of $1: billion. 

The first ap1> cation 3eeks authority to establish a base 
station at Chantry Hil , located 3 miles southwest of Auburn. The 

area to be served trot this base station descrices an oval whose· long 
axis generally para~els Interstate Highway 80 between Auburn and 
Sacramento. The s1cond application seeks authority to- estal>~iSh a 
base station at G~eral's central otr1ce building located in 
urban/farmland approximately 10 miles from the downtown ~ect1on of 
Sacramento. The! area to be ~erved from this base station deseribes a. 
circle approxizrktelY 35· miles in circumference 'W'bosen!orthernm~st 

~-

' . 

. . ~ 
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7 • The proposed services will be tully automatic and will be 
inwrconnected to the public switched telet>hone network •. ' 

8.. Tone-only and tone-pIus-display service wi~l 'be o~:f'ered by 
. ,.,./ 

both. syste.t!ls.. . .' ,/" 
.\, 9. 'The revenue requirement needed to make eac~stem 

profitable Will be achieved by the second quartev{:r the third year 
in service. . /' 

, 0 • The proposed systems are economi~l:r :t"easi ble .. 
11. The proposed systems are techn1-6ally feasible. 

/ ' 

, 2. Public convenience and ne7es ity reqUire. the, granting of 
each application. .. 

1;. It can be seen with cerjtiinty that there is no- possibility 
that th'e activities in question ay have a. Signi:ficant effect on the 
environment. 

14. A public hearing not necessary. 
Concl usi ons', of Law 

•

. ,. The applicatio sho·.ll.d be granted .. 
2. A waiver 00£ e 30-day :filing requirement in Rule 18(0') (1 ) 

should be granted as 0 both applications. 
Only the amount paid to the state -tor operative rights may, ' 

be used in rate :f'i ing. The state may grant any number of .rights and 
may c~cel f.r the monopoly feature of these rights at any 
time .. ' 

ORDER --..----
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1~ A certificate o-t public convenience and necessity.is 
granted:: to General Telephone Company of, California (applicant), a 

California corporation, for the construction and operation o:f' a 
public utility one-way radiotelephone system with a base station 
located. at Chantry Hill p 5 miles SW of" Auburn at Newcastle (La.t. 3 .. 8 

52 ;> N p Long. 121 07 ~3 if) and with a service area as. showns.s 
indicated on the map in Exhibit C to A.84-0e.;.004. 
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2. A certi:f'icate: o:f' public convenience and necessity is 
granted to applicant :f'or the construction and operation o:f' a public 
utility one-way radiotelephone system with a base station located at 
78;0 Amherst. Sacramento (Lat. ~ 28 28 N~ Long. 121 2939 N) and 
With a service area 8S;shown as indicated on the map in EXhi~it C to 
A.84-04-008. 

, , . " 

3. 'Wi thin: 30 days dter this order is ei":f'ective, applicant" ' 
shall t'ile a Yri~ten acceptance o:f' each of the certi:f'ieatesgranted. 
in this proeeedi~g. / " . ' 

4.' Applicant is authorized to ':f'ile~ a:rte~e e:f'fective, date 
o:f' this order and in compliance with Ordering Pnragraph 3y tari:f':f's 
applicabl~ to the service authorized contai#g rates y rules·, and 

charges otherwise applicable to its radiotelephone services. The 
ofi"erings y rates, and charges shall be ~ same as listed in 

Exhibit C to respectively y A.84-0S-00.r.and A.84-0S-00S.. This :f'iling 
shall c~mply with General order;t95-A ~he tari:f':f's. shall become 
e:f':f'ective on not less than 10 days Y notice. 

• 5. Applicant 'shall :f'ile er the e:f':f'ective date o:f'. this. order 

and compliance with Ordering P~agra:ph 3~ as part of',its indiVidual 
tariff. an engineered servi~~rea map drawn in conformityw1th the 
provisions of the FCC Rule 7Z.504~ commonly known as the "Carey 
Report"~ consistent .'ith hj£, proposed service area as shown on 

Exhibit c t<> respecti~;i A.84-08-004 and A.84-08-00s. . 
6. Applicant s noti:f'y this CommiSSion, in writing,. of the 

date y each o:f' the services authorized herein is first rendered to·' 
. 1,-

p"Ilblic under the ra.t?" rules, and charges authorized within:f'ive 
daY'S a:f't·er services/begin. 

--:; ·J.».!ican:( sllall keep 1 ts books andJ:,e.co.r-d-s-±n-ac-coraallc-e ... · 

with the:;,Uniform System of AC.6.OUires--r~ RadS:c>tele.:pho:a.e_U.,:t.;U..i.:tJ_ttsJ ___ 
., ':. '...--:--

pre~cri~~c.r=":i:S$ion. ., . 

'.----: . 
," ',r!~! ,! r: 

~ I" 
I'. II 
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I 

.§. App11c.!.Ilt:..shall f'1~~ annual ~Uance···\ir'Ch 
General Order 104-A, on a ca-=e~~a.$:ts~_,!~;ng CPtJC Annual 
Report Form~~~;re<r1n' accordance With the 1nstruettOZlS·r. 
includ~that torm. 

". '1:-9~ Any certificate grantec1 and the authority to~;ender service 
./ 

under rates, rules, and charges author1zec1 will expire 1rnot 
exercised within 12 months. afier the eftectiv,e~ate of this order • 

./ 
g.~. The 30-day filing requirement ot/Rule 18(0.) (') or the 

Commission's Rules. or Practice and proeeaure is.waived .. 
. . / r,..'l--r. The application is. grantecyas set forth above.: 

This order becomes erreci1ve 30 days from today~ 
Dated . DEC 5 1984/ ~ at San FranCiSCO, . california .. 
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OONALO VIAL. 
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VICTOR .. CALVO.' 
PRISCltLA C •• ' GREw. 
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CommiSsioners . 


