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Decision 84 12 050 DEC 151984
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the State of )

California, Department ¢of Trans-

portation for an order authorizing

the Department to construct

crossings at separated grades over

relocated tracks of the San Diege

and Arizona Eastern Railway Company Application 84~07-073
and the San Diego Trolley, Imc. in (F:.led July 25, 1984)
conjunction with a project to

construct the Routes 5/54 Inter-

change in the cities of National -

City and Chula Vista in San Diego

County.

As part of the project to comstruct the Interstate Route |
5 (1-5)/State Route 54 (SRFSL) Interchange, the State of‘Caiiférnia;
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to construct four
crossxngs at separated grades over relocated tracks of San Dzego &
Arizona Eastern Railway Company (SD&AE) and San Diego Irolley, Inc.
(S$DT) in Natiomal City amd Chula Vistz, San ongo County.

The project includes 1 9 miles of new SR—SA freeway to be
constructed between Interstate Routes 5 and 805 in congunction wzch

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Sweetwater Flood COntzol Channel

Project and the wzdening of I-5 to an exght lane freeway from "E"

Street in Chula Vista to 24th Street in Vatxonal Cmty.
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Major impacts of the projects include the accelerated
losgs of opén space within the Sweetwater.Valley,a:ea, a limited
increase in saltwater imtrusion, and the noise which will result
from traffic on the new freewaj. Mitigation measures will reduce
the severity of the ad#erse impacts to acceptabie‘levelsg

Caltrans is the lead agency for this project uqder the
California Envirommental Quality Act of 1970 CCﬁQA), as aﬁended,
Public Resources Code Sectioums 21000, et seq. After preparation
and review of an Envirommental Impact Réport (EIK), Calcraﬁs
épproved the project. On October 22, 1982, a Notice of
Determination was filed‘with,theASecretary for Re#bcrces which
found that "The project willzhave a significant effect on the

environment.”

The Commission is a responsible agency for this é;oject

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered‘the~1eadlagency's EIR.
The site of the proposed project has been inspec:éd’by che"
Commission staff. - )

Caltrans states that it wishes to advertise the prcjéct
for comstruction in December of 1984. It has, therefore, requésted
that the usuzl 30-day effective'daté on an order be waived. ‘Wé‘

will make our order effective immediately.
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Notice of the application was publiéhedein_the
Commission’'s Daily Calendar on July 26, 1984. No protests have
been received. A puBlic hearing is not necessary.

Findings of Fact

1. Caltrans requests au:hericy undex Public Utilities éede‘
Sections 1201-1205 to construct four crossings at Separated‘gfades”:
over relocated tracks of SDSAE and SDT in National Cityjannghuia‘
Vista, San Diego COunty, as set forth in the appendzx. .

2. Relocat;on of the tracks and construction of the four
crossings at sepa:ated grades, as set forthtzn the,appendzx,.are :
essential elementehin construction of the I-5/8R-54 interehenge.‘

3. Public eonvenience, necessity, and safetylreqﬁire 3
construction of the four crossings at separated gxades:as-eet ferth‘

in the appendix.

4. Caltrans is the lead‘agepcy for this projecchgndefchQA,"

as amended.

S. The Comﬁission is a respoﬁsible agency for ﬁhis project
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR.

6. The project Qill have a significant effectﬁon the
environment; however, the adopted mltzgation measures wzll reduce |

the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels.
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7. The EIR identified no significant environmental impact.
which will be caused by con$truction of.the cfossihgsﬁasyéet forth“
in tke appendix. | )

Conclusions of Law

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the

following oxder.
2. The usual 30-day effective date dnvan order should be
waived as Caltrans wishes to advertise the,projecc7for‘CbnstftctiOn

in December of 1984.

IT IS ORDERED that: | |

1. The State of California, Department of“T:ansportationv'
(Caltrans), is authorized to construct four croséingS~at éépara:éd
grades over relocated tracks of San Diego & Arizona'EastérnWRailway
Company (SD&AE) and San Diegp Trolley, Inc. (SDT):in Natiqﬁal Cityv
and Chula Vista, San Diego Cbunty,‘as seﬁ férth in.the-appehdix; ‘

2. Clearances shall-bé in accordance with Général:otéer7(co)
26-D. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. | | _ |

3. Comstruction and maintenance costs shall be»borhe,;n

accordance with an agreement to be entered into among the parties..
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A copy .of the agreement together with plans of the crosszng
approved by SD&AE and SDT shall be filed with the Commxssxon prior
To commencing construction. Should the parties, faxl to agree the'

Commission will apportmon the costs of construttxon and malntenance
by further order. |

4. Within 30 days after completion of the work under thxs
order, Caltrans shall notify the Commzss;on in writzng that the
authorized work has been completed. |

5. This authorization shall expire‘i not exercmbed wmthxn
three. years unless time is extended or if the above condxt;ons are
Dot complied with. Authorizatiorn may be revoked or modxﬁ;ed.xf
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. |

6. The application is granted as set forth above.

This order is effective today.

Dated DEC 19 1984

» &t Sam Francisco, California.

DONALD VIAL L o
Pres;dent:
VICIOR CALVO e
PRISCILLA G GREW,“ :
WILLIAM T. BAGLEY.
FREDERICK RL DUDRA'V
comm;sszoners,,
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APPENDIX

As part of the project to comstruct the Interstate Route

5 (I-5)/State Route 54 (SR-54) Interchange, the*S:hte‘of-Califorﬁ;ag

Department of Transportation, proposes to construct thé'following.
four ¢rossings at separated grades over the relocated'tracks of
San Diego and Ar;zona Eastern Raxlway Company and San Dxego
Trolley, Inc. in National City and Chula Vista, San Dxego County,‘
as shown on the plans attached to the applzcatxon-o

1. The Sweetwater River Overhead; State BridgeﬂNo;‘57f844K
(westbound SR-54 conmector to nortﬁboﬁpd«l—5>; to be idéntified as
Crossing 36-6.22-A. | |

2. The Route 54/5 Separation and Overhead State’ Brxdge
No. 57-845F (westbound SR-54 comnector to southbound 1-)), to be
xdentxfled as Crossing 36-6. 25-A. _

3. The Route 54/5 Separation and Overhead State Brldge
No. 57-946F (southbound I-5 connector to eastbound SR—54) to be
identified as Crossing 36-6.37-A.

4. The Sweetwater River Overhead State Bridge No» 57 8448
(northbound I-5 comnector to eastbound SR-54), to be zdentlfxed as1

Crossing 36-6.42-A.
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Major iﬁpaets of the projects include the accelegated 
loss of open space within the Sweetwater Valley area, a limited

increase in saltwater intrusion, and the noise which will result

from traffic on the new freeway. Mitigation measures will reduce |

the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels.

Caltrans is: the lead agency for this progect under che
California Envmronmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA) as amended
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. Af:er'preparatxon
and review of an Environmental lmpact Report (EIR),.Celtfahs“
approved the project. On October 22, 1982, a Notice of U )
Determination was £iled with the Secretary for Resources wh;eh

found that "The project will have a significant effect on' the :

environment.,

The Commission is a responsible agency for this'pfojectv‘
under CEQA and has reviewed and codsidered'the lead'agency'é EIR.
The site of the proposed project has been-inspected_by*thed'“
Commzsszon staff. |

Caltrans states that it wishes to advert;se the project
for comstruction in December of 1984. It has, therefore, requested
that the usval 30-day fod on an order be waived We

wxll make our order effective immediately.




