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T/RWS/AV/WPSC 

Decision 54 12 Q~O .... 
DEC 1 S 1984 

:SEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '!HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the Sta~e of ) 
California. Departmen~ of Trans- ) 
por~ation for an order authorizing ) 
the Department to construct ) 
crossings at separated grades over ) 
relocated tracks of the San Diego ) 
and Arizona Eastern Railway Company) 
and the San Diego Trolley, Inc. in ) 
conjunction with a project to ) 
construct the Routes 5/54 Inter- ) 
change in the cities of National ) 
City and Chula Vista in San Diego ) 
Coun~y. ) 

. ) 

Application 84-07-073 
(Filed July 25, , 984) 

OPINION ______ .-w 

As part of the project to construct ~he In~ers~~e Route 

5 (I-5)/S'ta~e Route S4 (SR-S4) Interchange, the State of california, 

Department of Transpor~ation (C<iltrans) proposes to construct four 

crossings at separated grades over relocated tracks of San Diego & 

Arizona Eastern Railway Company (SD&AE) and' San Diego Trolley, Inc. 

(SDT) in National City and Chula Vista'. San Diego County. 

The project includes 1.9 miles of new SR-54.freeway to be 

constructed between Intersute Routes 5 and 805 in conjunction. with 

the U .. S. Army Corps of Engineers'Sweetwa~er Flood Con~rol Channel 

Projee~ and the widening of 1-5 to an eight lane freeway from "'Eft 

Street in Chula Vista to 24th Street in ~ational Ci1:y~ 
" 
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Major impac:~s of the projects include'the accelera.ted 

less of open space within 'the Swee~ater Valley area, a limited 
. 

increase in sale-..ra1:er int'Ptlsion~ and the noise which will result 

from t.raffic on t.he new' freewllY. Mitigation measures will reduce 

the severi'Cy of the adverse impact.s t:o acceptab-le levels. 

Cal.t.rans is t.he lead agency for t:his prO'j ect. under the 

California Environmental Quali'Cy Act of 1970 (CEQA) ~ as amended,. 

P'tlblic Resources Code Seetions 21000, et seq. Aft.er preparat.ion 

a.nd revie-..r of an Environmental Impact Report. (ErR)" Caltra1lS 

approved the project. On October 22,. 1982, a Net.ice- of 

De1:ermina1:ion was filed wit.h theSeeretary for Res~ces ~ich~ 

found' that "'!he proj ee1: will have a significant effect: on t.he 

environment., " 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead, agency's EIR. 

'l'b.e site of t.he proposed proj eet has been inspect.ed by t:he 

Commission staff. 

Cal'trans states that:. 11: wishes t:O' advertise the project. 

for cOllStr'l'lC'tiO'n in December of 19'84. It. has .. therefore .. requested 

t:hat: the tlS"aal 30-day effeetive dat.e on a'll order be waived. 'Q'e 

.. .rill make our order effeC1:ive' immediately • 
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N01:ice of 1:he applica1:ionwas publish.ed in the 

Commission's Daily Calendar on July 26~ 1984. No, protests have 

been received. A public hearing is n01: necessary. 

Findings of Fact . 
1. Caltrans requests au:hority under Public Utilities Code 

Sec1:ions 1201-1205 1:0 construct four crossings at separated grades 

over relocated tracks of SD&AE and SDT in Na1:ional City and Chula 

Vista, San Diego County. as set £or1:h in the appendiX. 

2. Relocation of the tracks and construction of the four 
~, " 

crossings at separated grades, as set forth. in the appendix~are 
" 

essential elements" in construction of the 1-5/SR-54 Interchange • 

3. Public convenience, necessity. and safety require 

construction of the four crossings at separated grades as set forth 

in the appendix. 

4. Cal1:rans is the lead, agency for this project,un<ie".C' CEQA. 

as amended. 

5. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead ageney's ElR. 

6. !he project will have a significant effect on the 

environment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will reduce 

the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels • 
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7. The EIR identified nO' significant environmental impact 

wh.ich. will be caused byc:onf:truc:tion of the crossings ,as set for~h 

in the appendix. 

ConclusiO'ns of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth. in the 

following order. 

2. The usual 30-day effective date O'n an order shO'uld be 

waived as Caltrans wishes to' advertise the project for cO'nstruceiO'n 

in December O'f 1984. 

ORDER ---- .... -
IT IS ORDERED that: 

,.. The State of CalifO'rnia, Deparment O'fTransportation 
, , 

(Caltrans), is authO'rized to' constructfO'ur crossings at separated 

grades over relocated tracks of San Diego & Arizona Eastern Railway 

Company (SD&AE) and San Dieg? Trolley" Inc. (SDT) in National City, 

and Chula Vista, San Diego County, as set forth in theappen<iix~ 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General'Order (GO) 

26-D.. Walk-w'ays shall conform to' GO 118. 

3. Construction and maintenance costs shall be, borne, in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into among,'the parties. 

'" 

-4-



. ,; ,." 

A.S4-07-073 T/RWS/AV/~SC 

A copy:of t:he agreement, together with plans of the'crossing 

approved by SD&AE and SDT shall be filed wi th the C¢mmission prior 

t:o commenCing construction. Should the parties. fail to agree~ the 

Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 

by further order. 

4. Witnin 30 days afte~ completion of the work under this 

order, Caltrans shall notify the Commission in writing that the 

authorized work has been completed. 

5. Thi$ authorization shall eX?ire if not exercised within 

'three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied with. Authorizat.ion m.ay· be revoked or' modified if 

~ public convenience, neceSSity, or safety so require. 

6. The application is granted as set forth, above. 

!his order is effective today. 

DEC, 1 9'1984 Dated ... at: San: Francisco,. california. --------------------

OONALO VIAL, 
,President' 

VIctOR CA:LVO~ , 
PRISCILLA'C.::GREW 
WILL!Al-tT' .. ;"SAGLEX 
FREDERlCK,R~.'D:O'DA: . 

. Commissioners, ' 
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A P PEN, D I X ----- ..... _-

As part of the project to' construct the Interstate Route 

5 (I-5) /State Route 54 (SR-54) Interchange ~ the' St'ate of California .. 

Department of !ransportation~ proposes to construct the following 

four crossings at separated grades over the relocated tracks of 

San Diego and Arizona Eastern Railway Company and San' Diego, 

Trolley" Inc. in National City and Chula Vista~ San Diego County ~ 

as shown on the plans attached to the application: 

, - The Sweetwater River Overhead~ S,tate Bridge' No. 57-S44K 

(westbound SR-54 connector to northboundl-5)~ to be identified as· 

CrOSSing 36-6.22-A. 

2. The Route 54/5 Separation and Overhead" State:;Bridge 

No. 57-845F (westbound SR-54 connector to southbound 1-5)" to be 

identified as Crossing 36-6.25-A. 

3. !'he Route 54/5 Separation and Overhead~ State Bridge 
" 

No. 57-946F (southbound 1-$ connector to eastboundSR-54)~ to be 

identified as Crossing 36-6.37-A. 

4. The Sweetwater River Overhead~ State Bridge No:,. 57-844S 

(northbound 1-5 connector to eastbotmd SR-54) " 'to be' identified as 

Crossing 36-6.42-A • 
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Maj or impa<:t:s of the proj ects include the aceele~ated 
" 

loss of open space wi~in the Sweetwater Valley area~ a limited 

increase in saltwater intrusion, and the noise which will resul't 

from traffic on the new freeway. Mi"tigation measures will 'reduce ' 

the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

Caltrans is the lead agency for' this project under the 

California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 

and~eview of an Environmen'tal Impact Report (EIR), Caltrans 

approved the project. On October 22. 1932, a Notice of .. 
Determination was filed with the Secretary for Resources whi,eh 

< ~I 

found that "'The project will have a significant effect on' the 
~ ~ ~ 

environment." 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this proje<:t 

under CEQA and has reviewed and cons idered the lead agency's EIR. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 

Commission staff. 

\ 

Caltrans st:ates that it wishes to advertise the project 

for construction in December of 1984. It has, therefore, requested 

that the usual 30-day ~ ~Oc1 on an order be waived. 'We 

will make our order effect:ive immediately • 
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