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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of California, ) 
Department of Transportation for an order ) 
authorizing the Department to widen two ) 
existinq crossings at separated grades ) 
known as "Bolsa Overhead" and ''Navy Over- ) 
head", over the Southern Pacific ) 
Transportation company's track and over the ) 
U. S. Navy Spur track respectively as I) 
part of the proposed. "Route I-40S. WideningH ,) 

project in Orange County. ) 

Application 86-08-00S., 
(Filed August s., 1986) 

) 
.1. 

QP :r N I 2.;...l.'{ 

The State of California, Oeparbnellt of Transportation 
(caltrans), requests authority to' widen the existing Bolsa Overhead: 
at separated grades over the tracks ,of SOuthern Pacific 
Transportation Company's (SP'r') Stanton Bra~:'lch' Line in Westminster" 
orange County. 

As part of the proposed: San Diego, Freeway, Interstate 
Route 40S. (I-405) improvement project betw;eenLos AngeleS/Orange 
Counties boundary and Warner Avenue, it is; proposed to widen the , 

eXisting Bolsa Overhead w:ithin the- freeway; median, by approximately 
20 :feet S inches, to p:rovide an additional: lane, in each diree1:ionl 
of traffic for high occup:ancy vehieles. T:b.e additional lanesl,willi 

provide additional capacity and iltlprove t~atfie' flow and thereby:. 
reduce peak hour traffic:delay and congestion. 

I 

Cal trans is the' lead ageneY for th.is proj ect under the 
California Environmental. Quality Actot'1'9,70 (CEQA), as amended, I 

, . I . I.: 

l?1.Wlie Tl.esouree~ Clm) Co~lo S.eetions 21000) et seq. Caltr."ns halS 
determined that the proj Ellct' is cate90rically exempt from CEQ>., und.er 
PR Code Section 21080 .l3., 
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The commission is a responsible agoncy for this project 
under CEQ>.. and has reviewed and considered the lead ag'ency's 
exemption determination. The site of the proposed project has been, 
inspe~ed by the Commission staff. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on August 7, 1986. No protests have 
boen received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
El~iDgs of ~~ 

1. Cal trans requests. authority un~cr Public 'O'tj.lities. Code 
sections l20l-120$ to widen Bolsa overcrossing at separated grades: 
over the tracks of SPT's Stanton Branch Line in Westminster, Orange 
County. 

2.. Widening of the Bolsa overcrossing is requi7'od to add tw~ ,: 
additional lanes for high occupancy vehicles ~nd thereby reduce , 
peak hour traffic delay and congestion on I-405 between the 
ot Los Angeles/Orange Counties boundary and'Warner Avenue. 

, , 

3. Public _COll~enience" .ne.cessi ty,. .and' ~ety require 
widening o~ the Bolsa overerossi~q. 

4.. cal trans, is the lead agency: tor this project under CEQA,., 
as amended .. 

S. The Commission" is a responsible agency for this proj ect 
and has reviewed and c~nsidered the lead agency's exemption' 
determination. 

6. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant 
effect on the environment. 
~2Dxlusion 0: Law 

1. The application should be granted a.s set forth in the 
following order.. " 

2. The activity is not covered by the requirements set forth 
in CEQA and, therefore, the Cuidelines (14,Cal .. Admin. Code-Div. 6) 
concerning the evaluation of projects and the preparation and 
review of environmental documents Qc.not apply. 
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IT IS ORDERED th~t: 

1. The Statf~ of california, Department of Transportation, 
(Caltrans), is authorized to widen Bolsa overcrossinq at separated 
grades over the tr.,"cks ot Southern Pacific Transportation company's 
(SP'I') Stanton B,ranl::h Lin.~ in Westminster, Orange County, at the 
location and substantially as shown by plans attached t~ the 
application, ic1enti,fied as Crossing BAA-S1S:.9o~A. 

2. Clearances shall be in accoro.ance with General Order (GO) 
26-0; except that during the period of construction a cllaarance of 
not less than 21' 6"" above top of rail shall be authorized.. SP'r 
shall be authorizE:d to operate with such reduced overhead clearance 
providod that instructions aroissuod. by the railroad and filed. 
with tho Commissicln forbidding employees to- ride on tops of ears 
beneath the $tructure • 

, 

3. caltraru~ shall notify the Commission and SP'I' at least 15 

days but not more than 30, days in advance of the date when the 
temporary impaired clearance will be created. 

4. Walkw'ays shall conform ,to GO 1l8'. Walkw'ays adj.acent to 1 

any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free of 
obstructions and shall be p,romptly restored to their oriqinal 
condition'in the event of 'damage during construction. 

S. Construction' and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
a,?cordance with an agreement which has been entered. int.o- ~tween ,: 
the parties. A copy of theagree:ment, together with plans otthe; 
crossings. approved by SP'I', shall be filed with the Com:ml.ssion prior 
t~ commencing construction. Should the parties tail to.' a9'ree~ the 
commission will apportion the costs Olt cons.truction and maintenance' , . 

by further order. 
6. Within 3:0 days. after completion of the' work under this 

order,. cal trans shall notify the comxn:Lssion in writinq that the 
authQrized work halt been completed.' 
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7. This authorization shall expire it not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity, or satety so require. 

s. The application is granted as. set forth above. 
This order Dccomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated NDY 1 3 1987 , at San Francisco, California 
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