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Decision 87 11 Q"': 7 
NOV 1 ~ 1987 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
) 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION ) 
COMMISSION ) 

) 
for an order authorizing the ) Application 87-07-011 
construction of two light rail ) (Filed July 9, 1987) 
vehicle tracks at separated grade ) 
beneath San Diego, I-405 Freeway ) 
Grade Separation structure , designated )' 
by the State of California Department ) 
of Transportation as Bixby Overhead ) 
Bridge No •. 53-1208, in the City of ) 
Long Beach, County of Los Angeles, ) 
California ) 

---------------------------------) 
o PIN I O.N 1,1 

As part of the project to constt:let a light rail transit" 
(LRT) system, the Los Angeles County Transportation, Commission 
eLAC'l'e) r.equests authority to construct t'",oligh.t rail vehicle' 

, 
(LRV) tracks on the former Southern Pacific ,Transportation 
Company's eSP'!') Wilmington Branch Line Right of way, at separated 
grades under the Bixby OVerhead.o! Interstate Route 405 (I-405) San' 

Diego Freeway in Long Beach, Los 'Angeles County. 
. I' , 

The Long Beach-Los Angeles. :Rail 'I'ranSi1; Project is part ot: 
I ·r 

an on-going transit development process in'which the Lon~ Beaeh-Los 
Angeles corridor and thirteen other corri~ors h.ave been identified, " 
as candidates for.transit improvements. The project is being 
planned as a conventional LR'I" system from. I; do'wntown Los Angeles to\ 
downtown Long Beach to serve between 54,000 ancl: 76,.000 pasSense:t:'s . 

" '. I " 

per day. A variety of impacts were idEmtified,- both beneficial and·· 
~Ldverse. Ml;tigation measures. will' either:elixninate or reduce tne 
zeverity of the adverse impacts to accep:tabl.~ levels~ 
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LACTC is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) , LAC'I'C approved 
the project. On March 29, 198$, a Notice of Determination was 
filed with the Secretary for Resources and with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk which found that "The proj.ect will have a significant 
impact on the environment". A Statement of overriding 
Considerations was adopted for the proj·ect. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 
The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission staff •• 

LACTC wi:shes to commence construction of this portion of 
its LRT system. in November 1987. It is'. therefore requested that 

the usual 30-day effective date on an order be waived. We will 
make our order effective immediately. 

'Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on July l6" 1987. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is no~ necessary. 
[iDdings_s>t he;!; 

1. LACTC re'quests authority under·· Public Utilities Code 
Sections 120l-120:> to construct two '!..RV tracks on the former SPT's 
Wilmington Branch Line Right of Way, at separated grades under the 
Bi~y Overhead-I-40S San. Diego· Freeway in Long Beach, Los Angeles . 
County. 

2- .Construc'cion of the LRV tracks is an essential element in, 
the construction of the LRT system. 

3. Public cl:)nvenience" necessity, and safety require 
construction of the tracks.: 

4. LACTC is. the lead agency for this pro:) eet under CEQA, as ' 
amended • 
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s. The Commission is a res:ponsible agency for 'this proj ect 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

6. The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project will havc 
~L significant impact on the environment; however, mitigation 
lllcasures will either eliminate or reduce the severity of the 
~Ldverse impact$ t~ acceptable levels. 

7. A statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted'for 
the project .. 
~9nelusion of Law 

1. The application should·be .. gJ:inted: as set forth in· the 
:!ollowing order. 

z. The usual 30-day effective date on an order should, be 
~~aived as LACTC wishes .to commence construction of the project in .•... 

Novemlier 198-7. 

o R PER 

I~ IS ORDERED that: 
1 •. T~e Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) 

is authorized to construct two r.:RV tracks, to· be identified as 
. . . 

Crossing S4L-17.2-A, on the former Southern . Pacific Transportation ... ,' 
. co~pany's Wilmington Branch Line Right of Way,' at separated qrad.es: " 
under the Bixby Overhead Interstate Route 405(1-405) San Diego­
Freeway in Long Beach, Los Angeles County" at the locations and 
substantially as shown by plans attached to the application. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 
26-0. Walkways shall conform to GO, 118. 

3. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance wi th an agreement which has. been entered: into between . 
the parties. A copy of the agreement has been filed with. the 
cOlXllllission • 
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4~ within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

s. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless 'time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
p,\lJ:)lic convenience, ::lecessity, or safety so require. 

5. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order is effeetive today~ 
Dated NOV 1 31987 , at San Francisco, California. 
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Sf A..."'aEY: \V. HULETT 
President 

FREDERICK R. DtJDA 
C. MITCHEll .. WILI<: 
JOHN B. OHANIA.."1 

~CD 

C¢::mi:>s.~or.o:-- Dona.l~ Vial. •. be1ng 
noco:3s.'ar11y absent. cUd not. ' 
P3.r't.icipato. ," . _ .. _---_ .... ' ""''+~~.; 
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