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Decision 87 11039
BEFORE THE PUBLXIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
the City of la Verme to construct )
Wheelex Avenue, a public street, )
across the railroad tracks of the ) Application 86~07-002
Southern Pacific Transportation ) (Filed July 1, 1986)
)
)
)

Conmpany in the City of La Verne,.
County of Los Angeles.

. in, for the City of la Verne,
applicant.
,» Loxr Unlted Transportation

Uni.on, Callzorn;a State Leg. Board,
Local 240, protestant.

, Attorney at Law, for Southern
Pacific Transportatlon company, reupondent.
’, ror the Transportat;on Division.

QRINION

The City of La Verne (applicant) requests%permission to
construct Wheeler Avenue, a public street, across the tracks of the
Southern Pacific Transportation Company (S?) as more partlcula:ly ‘
shown on Appendix A.

Applicant asserts that: ‘

1. 7The proposed crossing is needed to prov;do 1mproved ‘

public access to the industrial and residential areas to the north

and south as well as to the County Alrport (Brackett F;eld) 1ocatedj‘i

south of the railroad tracks. This amrport is des;gnated as an

industrial zone to be developed at a later date. Addztzonally, the: L

crossing will provmde signiticantly reduced response time for rlre‘ :
and emergency vehicles to the area. ‘The proposed crossmng will be

the only crossing between the sze oak: Wash and the Marsnall Canyonv”;” 1

Channel.
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2. A separation of grades is not practical at the crossing
because ©f the topography of the area to be developed and the
inabkility of the City to fund the high <ost of a grade scparation
project.

3. The protection recommended to be provided at the crossing
is automatic gates with four Standaxrd No. 9 gate-type signals. The
crossing will be a standard paved crossing.

4. SP will maintain that portion of the crossing within two
feet outside of the rails and applicant will maintain the balance.

A protest to the application was filed by the United
Transportation Union which represents the conductors, brakenmen,
switchmen, firemen, and a2 large portion of the engineers employed
by SP. The protest was based on potential safety factors. After
one day of hearing the protest was withdrawn.

SP and the staff do not object to granting the
application. At the hearing, applicant presented its deputy city
engineer who testified to the need for the at~grade crossing and

the inmpracticality of a grade separation. Because thexe is no
opposition to a grant of the application, the testimony, which
fully supports the allegations in the application, need not be sct
forth. :

Findi . !
1. Public convenience and necessity require the construction
of the proposed at-grade crossing to provide improved public access
to the industrial and residential areas to the north and south of
the crossing and to reduce response time for fire and emergency
vehicles to the area. _ |
2. Protection will be automatic gates with four Standard
No. 9 gate-type signals (General Order 75-~C).
3. SP will maintain that portion of the crossing within two
feet outside of the rails and-applicant will maintain the balance. |
4. Applicant is the lead agency for this project under CEQA.
The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has




A.86=07~002 ALJ/RB/xmn

rceviewed the lead agency’s negative declaration. The project will
have no significant impact on the environment.
Conclusion of Law

The Commission concludes that the application should be
granted under the conditions set forth in the following order:

L RDER

IT IS ORDERED that:
1. The City of La Verne (City) is authorized to construct

Wheeler Avenue at grade across the Southern Pacific Transportation |
Company’s (SP) railroad track at the location and substantially as

shown by plans attached to the application, to be identified as

Crossing BBO-511. 33.
2. COnstruct:on of the crossing shall be equal or superior:

to Standard No. 1 GO 72-B.

3. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D. Walkways

shall conform to GO 118.

4. Protection at the ¢rossing shall be four Standard No. 9

automatic gate-type signals (GO 75~C).
5. Construction expense of the crossing shall be borne by -

city.
6. Installation cost of the automatic protection at the

crossing shall b@ borne by City.
7. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.
Maintenance cost of the auntomatic protection shall be borne by

City under PU Code Section 1202.2.

8. Construction plans of the crossing, approved by SP,
together with a copy of the agreement entered into between the
parties, shall be filed with the Commission prior to commenc;ng

construction. :

[
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9. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, City shall notify the Commission in writing that the
authorized work bas been completed. .

10. This auwtkorization shall expire if not exercised within
two years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity or safety so require.

This ordexr bec§?eﬁgﬁﬁxect1ve 30 days from today.
Dated , at San Francisco, Calzfornxa.

STANLEY W. HULETT
‘ President
DONALD: VIAL
FREDERICK R.-DUDA
C. MITCHELL WILK
IOH\ B. QHANIAN
Co:nmxmone:s .
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