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BEFORE THE P'O'BLIC ,UTILITIES COMMISSION ,OF THE STA~ ~f;@,~FI~ 
In the Matter of the Applicationo'! ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY ~SPORTATION ) 

CO~SSION ) 
for an order authorizinq the ) 
construction of two light rail ) 
vehicle tracks at grade across ) 
Wardlow Road and Spring Street ) 
in the City of Long Beach, ) 
california .) 

---------------------------------) 

Application 87-09-008' 
(Filed Septeml::ler 4, 1987) 

2 PIN I '2 N 

As part of the proj eot to construct a light rail transit 
(LR1') system, the Los Angeles cO'l.l.nty Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to construct two light rail vehicle 
(~V) tracks on an exclusive LRT right-of-way, at grade across 
Wardlow Road and Spring Street in the City of Long Beach, Los, 
Angoles County. 

The Lonq Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit project is part of 
an on-going transit development proeess in which the Long Beach-Los 
Anqelcs Corridor and thirteen o~er corridors have Deen id~ntified 
as candidates for tr~sit improvements. The project is Deing 
planned as a conventional LRT system from downtown Los Angeles to 
downtown Long Beach to serve Dctween 54,000 and 76,000 passengers 
per clay. A variety of impacts were icientified, both Dcnefieial and 
adverse. Mitigation measures will either eliminate or reduce the 
severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

LAC'l'C'is the lead agency for this proj ect under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and review of an Environmental Ilnpact Report (EIR), LACTC approved 
the project. On March 29, 1985, a Notice of Determination was 
filed with the Secre~.ry for Resources and with the Los Angeles 
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County Clerk which found that "~he Project will have a significant 
effect on the envirorunent." A.Statement of Overriding 
Considerations was adopted for the project. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's E~R. 

The Commission staff has had numerous on-site meetings at 
both Wardlow Road and spring Street with representatives of LACTC~ 
City of Long Beach and Southern california Rail Consultants (a 
j oint venture of r Parsons, Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas Inc •. , 
Kaiser Engineers Inc., an~ Daniel, Mann, Johnson and Mendenhall) 
and all parties are in agreement with respect of the type of 
automatic crossing protection to be installed and cross~ng 
geometries. Detailed plans of the proposed construction of LACTC 
LRX track grade crossings are in the appendix attached t~ this 
order. 

LACTC has met the filing requirement of the Commission's 
Rules ot Practice and Procedure including Rule 38', which Rule 
relates to the construction of public highways across railroads. 

LAC'rC wishes to commence construction of this portion ot 
its LRl' system in January. It is therefore re~ested. that the 
usual 30-day effective date on an order be waived. We will make 
our order effective immediately. 

Notice ot the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on September 11, 1987. No protest~ 
have been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

l. LACTC requests authority under Public Utilities Code 
Seetions 1Z01-l205 to construct two LRV tracks, along an exclusive 
LRT right-of-way, at qrade across Wardlow Road and Spring Street in 
Long Beach, Los. Anqeles county .. 

2. Construction of the r.:R:V' tracks is an essential element in 
construction or the LRT system • 
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.3. - Public'conveni~nce and necessity require construction of 
the tracks at grade across the two -crossings. 

4. Public safety requires that protection at Spring Street 
be two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals and tour Standard 
No. 8 flashing light signals (may be modified if required tor 
pedestrian use) and at Wardlow Road t'Wo Standard. No. 9-A automatic 
gate"':type signals with cantilever arms, two- Standard No. 9 

automatic gate-type signals ancl two Standard No. 8 flashing light 
signals (may be modified it required tor pedestrian use) (General 
Order (GO) 7S-C). 

s. LAC'l'C is the lead agency for this proj ect undeX' CEQA, as 
amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agency tor this project 
and has r.eviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

7. ~e Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project will have 
a significant impact on the environment; however, ltli tigation 
measures will either eliminate or reduce the severity of the 
adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

8. A Stat~ment of Overriding Considerations was adopted for 
the project. 
Conclusions 0: Law ' 

~. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. 'I'lle usual 30-day effective date on an order shoulcibe 
waived as LACTC wishes to commence construction of the project in 
January. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. '!'he Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (UC'I'e) 

is authorized to construct t'Wo LRV tracks on an exclusive LRX 
right-of-way at grade across Wardlow Road and Spring Street in Long 
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Beaeh, Los Angeles, county" tQ be'identi~ied ascrossins S4L-17.S 
(Wardlow Road) and cross ins S4L-1S.l (Spring Street), at the 
locations and sUbstanti~lly shown by plans attached to the 
application and as further indicated by plans on the appendix of 
this order. 

2. construction of the crossings shall be equal or superior 
to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-B. 

l. Clearances shall conform to GO 26-0. walkways shall 
contorm to GO 118. 

4. Protection at the crossings shall be as tollows: Spring 
Street, two Standard No. 9 automatic qate-type signals and tour 
Standard No. 8 flashins liqht signals (modified as required for 
pedestrian use); and at Wardlow Road, two Standard No. 9-A 
automatic sate-type signals with cantilevers, two Standard No. 9 

automatic qate-type signals and two Standard No. $. flashing' l'iqht 
siqnals(modified as required for pedestrian use) (GO 75-C)_ 

s. Construction and, maintenance eosts shall be borne by 
tACTC. 

6. Preemption of traffic siqnals at Wardlow Road and Pacific 
Place, an adjacent intersection to the 'grade c~ossing' shall be 
actuated by the approach of on-rail vehicles. 

7. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed • 
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8. This authorization" shall expire ,if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Au~orization may ~e revoked or modified if 
p~lic convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

9. The application is 9'%'antec1. as set forth above. 
This order is effective today. 
Dated JAN 28: 1988 , at San Francisco" california 

- s. -

Sl'ANLEY W. HULETt' 
President 

DONALD V7J\L " ' 
Jl'REDERIClC It ·DUDA 
C. 'Ml1'CBELL WILK 
JOHN B. OHANIAN 

Commissio:om 
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