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88 02 ()S4 Decision __________ _ FEB 24 1988 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of California, ) 
Department of Transportation for an ) 
order authorizinq the Department to: ) 
Construct Contral Boaumont OR ) 
(Bridge No. 56-561) and to eliminate ) 

Application No. 87-12-0~1 
(Filed December 16, 1987) 

PUC Grade crossing No. B-562.4-Beawnont ) 
Ave.-st. Rte. 79, in the City of ) 
Beaumont, county of Riverside, ) 
cali:fornia. 

----------------------------------) 
" ' OPINION 

The State of california oepll,rtment' of" 'I'ransportation 
Ccaltrans) requests authority to construct Beaumont Bouievard state " 
Route 79 (SR 79) at separated grades overtlle tracks of, .Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company"s (SP'l') , main line in Beaumont" 
Riverside County. ' Traffic' will be detoured to the california 
Avenue crossing during the period of construction. 

"', , , 

'l'he priority list of grade separation projects for fiscal ' 
year 19S7-1988, as set forth in Decision 87-06-016 dated June 15, 
1987, shows this pro:yect as pri~rity No.5 .. 

The proposed railrQad-highway" grade separation proj,eet' is,: 
an integral element of caltrans and Riverside, County MasterPlan ot'" ' 
Maj or Highways, Improvement Program. Beaumont BouJ.evard SR-79 is 
one of the most important north-south ,arterials in Beaumont as it' 

0' • • '" 

connects the northern and southern portions of the eity with. an " 
interehangeof Interstate Route 10' (I~lO), the main freeway route' 
between Los Angeles' and Indio. 

- 1 -

,",.' , 



• 

.' 

• 

T/RRT/hs A. 87-12-031 

caltrans is the lead agency tor this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
PUblic Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. Cal trans has 
determined that the project is categorically exempt from. CEQ}.. uncler 

PR Code Section 21080.13. 

The commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under c:EQA. and has. reviewed and considered the lead agency's 
exemption determination. 

The commission sta~f ha$ reviewed the plans for the 
proposed Central Beaumont Overhead grade separation structure and 
also made a field inspection of the proposed bridge construction " 
site and recommends that Caltrans' request be authorized~ 

'.. I 

cal trans has met the filing requirements of the 
co:m:m.issions Rules o:f Practice and Procedureincludinq Rule 3&., 

which Rule relates, to the con~truetion" of pul:>lic" highways. across a. 

railr(W).d. . Detailed Clrawings of the' Central Beaumont OVerhead 9%'ade', 
. " 

,separationstrueture andstreet-geometrics are attaChed t~ the 
appendix of this. order. 

cal trans wishes to commence constl:'Uetion o~ the grade 
separation strueture in March, 19aa. ,We will make our oraer 
effective immediately. 

Notice of the application was pul:>lishedin the 
Commission's Daily calendar on December 21, 1987 .. , NO: protests ,have: 
been received. A pul:>lic hearing is not necessary. 
Findings or fact 

1.. caltrans requests.. authority under PUblic trtiliti09s COde ,', 
sections 1201:-120$ t~ construct Central Beaumont OVerhead SR-79' 'at: 
separated grades over the tracks. ,of' SPT's main line in Beaumont", 
Riverside County. 

2. ' Construction of ce~tral. Beawnont Overhead SR' 79,' is 
required to reduce traffic delay a.nd improve· safety tor railroad 
operations .. 
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3. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
construction of the Central. Beaumont Overhead SR 79. 

4. cal trans is the lead agency for this proj ect under CEQA 

as amended. 
5. The commission is a responsible agency tor this project 

I 

and has reviewed and considered' the lead agency"s exempt'ion 
determination. 

6. It can be seen withc:ertainty that. there is. no 
possibility that theac~ivity in question may have a significant 
effect on the evironment. 
~nclusion of Law 

1. The application should be qranted. as set forth in the './ . 
following order. 

2'.. The activity is not covered by the· requirements set· forth .. 
in CEQA and, therefore, the Guid.elines .. (14 .. cal. Admin. Cocle - Div. 
6) concerning the evaluationot projects and the preparation and 
review of enviromnental·docUm.ents.do..not apply. 

3. The usual 30 daY.e.ftective elate cn.an order should.' be­
waived as Cal trans wishes.' to commence construction' of the project 
in March 19S-S. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1.. The State ot CalifoX'nia,. Department of Transportation, 

. '. . '.' 

(caltrans) is authorized to construct Central' Beawnont OVerhead a.t .:. 
": . . ., , 

separated grades over the tracks. of, The' Southern ,Pacific 
Transportation Company's (sn) main l.inein :aeawnont, Riverside 
county, at the location and substantially as. shown by p~ans '. 

attached to thisorder,to:l:Ie identifiedas-cr,ossing No. B-S62'.4.-A;';. 

- 3 .-



• 

• 

• 

T/RRT/hs A. 87-12-031 

2. Upon completion of the overhead, and its opening to. 
vehicular traffic, the eXisting Beaumont Avenue grade crossing of 
SPr's tracks, crossinq B-S62.4, shall be elosed and physieally 
removed. 

3. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 
26-D; exeept that during the period of construction temporary 
falsework clearances of 21'-6-" vertical and 14'-O"'horizontal shall 
be authorized., and SPT shall be authorized, to operate with such 
reduced overhead 'clearances provided instructions are issued by the 
railroad and filed with the Commission forbidding employees to ride i 

on tops of cars ,beneath the structure~. 
4. Cal trans s~all 'notify" the Conmussion: and SPT at least '15, " 

but not :more than 30, days ,in advance of the date whentbe, 
temporary impaired cleax:ances. will be crea:eed.. 

s. Walkways.' shall co~orm to' GO 11S. Walkway~ adj,acent to. 
lJ:rly trackage subject to rail operations shall be" maintained. tree-of" 
obstructions' and shall be promptly:~restor,ed' to. their, o~i9"inal ' 
condition in the event of damage during 'constrUction." 

6. Construction and~intenance' costs.' shall be borne in 
accord~ce with an aqreement to be, entered',into between, the 
parties." A copy of ,the aqreem.ent,' toqetller with, plans of' the 
crossing approved' by SPT:, shall be filed with the CoDl.ssion: prior, I 

,to commencing ~ons.truetion. Should the, parties fail toaqree, the' ,,', 
commission will apportion the costs> O!construction and maintenance', ' 
by further order. ' 

7. Within'3:0 ,days a~ter comple:tion_o~ the work under ,this , 
order, Caltrans shall notity the commission in writinq that the 
authorized work has been'completed. 

S. This. aU"tborizationshal'l expire-- it not exereised within, I 

three years unless. time, is extended or ,it the' :abovecondi tiOllS are 
not complied with .. ' "Authorization may be', rev~ked or ':modified if 

, public convenience, necessity, or 'safety so ,~equire. 
9... 'rhe appli~tion is granted ,as. set forth ,above • 
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This order is effective today. 
Dated FEB 2 4 1088 , at San Franciseo" California. 

STANLEY w. HOLETT 
President 

DONALD VIAL 
JOHN, B. OHANIAN 

, Com:ussionet's 

Comm~ssioner Fredet'ick R. Duda, 
being necessarily a!:>$ent, did' 
nor: participate. 

Commissioner G. Mitehell Wilk ' 
being necessarily absent, did" 
not part~cipate_ 
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