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Decision 88 03 031 MAR 09 1988 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA'l'E OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Hatter o~ the Application ) 
ot LOS ANGELES COO'N'l'Y TRANSPORTATION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
tor an order a~thorizinq the ) 
construction of two light rail ) 
vehicle tracks at separated grade ) 

Application S7-12-034 
(Filed December 16, 1987). 

above Firestone Boulevard and the ) 
relocation o~ two existinq Southern ) 
Pacific Transportation company ) 
tracks at separated qrade above ) 
Firestone Boulevard, CPt7C crossing ) 
No.. BBH 489.;. 448 in the County of ) 
Los Anqeles, California. ) 

-----------------------------) 

As part of the project to construct a. liqht railtrans:Lt" 
(LRT) system, the 1.0. Anqelea County· Transportation commission 
(:c.AC'rC). requests. authority to· remove the· existing Firestone . 
Boulevard steel grade separation crossinqstructure tOo. per.m1t the: . 
construction of . two liqht rail vehicle· (LRV)· tracks. anel to relocate 
two tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) .. 

Wilminqton Branch Line, all at· separated qracles over Firestone 
Boulevard in Los Angeles. County. 

The Lonq Beach-Los Angeles RaIl ~ansit Project is part 

of an on-qoing· transit development.proeess in which the 'Long Be.ach-: 

Los Angeles corridor anel thirteen other .corridors have :been 
id.entified- as. eancl1clates for transit improvements. The project 
is being planned Asa conventional LRT'system from downtown 
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Los Angeles to downtown Long Beach to serve between 54,000 and 
76,000 passengers per day. Mitigation measures will either 
eliminate or rea.ucethe severity o:f the adver.se impacts to 
acceptable levels. 

LAC'rC is the lead. agency tor this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Aet of 1970 (CEQA), as a:::c::c!cc!, 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
ana. review of the Environmental Ixnpact Report: (EIR), LACTC approved 
the project. On March 29, 1985, a Notice of Determination was filed 
with the Secretary tor Resources and. with the Los Angeles County 
Clerk which found that "The project will have 'a, siqnitieant impact 
on the envirorunent .. " 

The Co~ssion is a responsible agency tor this project 
under CEQA and. has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR .. 

The site of the existing SP':r' steel grad.e separation 4It structure to be removed at Firestone Boulevard has been inspected 
by the Commission staf!, who have discussed this matter with. ' 
LACTC engineering consultants and reviewed the proposed new grade 
separations plans, portions of which have been incorporated in 
the appendix attached to, this order.. However, the staff and LACTC 
are not in agreement over the need for the installation of railings' 
on the LRV aerial structures. 

Pend.ing the resolution o:f the need. for LAe:t'c to install 
railings on its aerial structures and. S~ that the project will not 
be unduly delayed.~ we will issue an order granting authority to 
remove the existinq grade separation structure and to permit 
the construction ot the I;RV tracks and the reloeated SPT' tracks 
at separated grades. A later final order will be issued. at 

• 
sucn time as the need for the installation of the aerial 
structure railings is resolved • 
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LAC'I'C has met the filing requirements of the Commission's 

Rules of Praotioe and Prooedure including Rule 40, which relates 
to the construction of a railroad track,aoross a publio highway. 
Detailed drawings of the grade separations and street geometries 
are in the appendix attached t~ the applioation and t~ this order. 

LAC'I'C wishes to commenoe ,construction of this portion 
of its LRT system as'soon as possible .. It is therefore requested 
that the usual 30-day effective date on an order be waived. We will' 

make our order effective immediately. 
Notice of the application' was pub,lished in the 

'. \' . , . 

Commission's Daily Calendar on,: DeceIr\ber 21, 1987. No protests' have 
been received.. A public hearinq'is not necessary .. 
Findings Of Fact 

l. LAC'I'Crequestsauthority ,under Public Utilities Code, 

1201-l205,; to remove the, existing railroad st'eel'grade separation 
~tructure at Firestone Boulevard, to' construct two' UN tracks. and 
to relocate two, ,trackso:fSP'l'''s, wilmington Branch Line, all. at ' , 
separated grades'over Firestone ~oulevard in Los Angeles County. 

2 • Construction of ,the' LRV,traoks and . relocation 'of the 
SPT' tracks at ,'separated grades as, well as: removal of the' existing 

• • • J 

grade separation structure, is an'essential element: in the 

construction o,f" the t.:RT" system., 

I 

3. PUblic convenience,rie~essity, and safety require removal', 
of the existing grade.separation and construction of the new grade, 
separations across Firestone:Boulevard as,set'fo~ in the app.endix~' 

, 4.. It has not been determined if" there is need for railin9'~',~ '~' 
on LRV aerial' structures~ " ' , 

50. LAC'I'C is the 'lead agency for this'project underCEQA, as ' 

a:mended .. 
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6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
and has reviewed and ~onsidered the lead agency's FEIR. 

7. The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project will have 
a signif,icant impa~t on the environment; however, mitigation 
measures ~ll reduce the severity of the adverse impacts to 
acceptable 'levels. 

s. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted 
for the project. 
conclusions ot La~ 

1. This requested authority to construct crossings should be 
granted. 

2. This proceeding should remain open until final resolution 
of the need for LACTC to install railings on its aerial structures 
is determined. • 

IT IS ORDERED that:. 
1. The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (~CTC) 

is authorized to: remove the e~istirl.g Firestone Boulevarci grade 
. separation steel structure, identified as crossing BBK-4S9.43-B" 
to construct two I:RV tracks, to~ be identified as Crossing S4t-7.2-B, 
and to relocate two tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation 
Company's (SP'I') Wilmington Branch Line to be icientified as 
Crossing BBH-4S9.43-B, all at separated grad.es, over Firestone 
Boulevard in Los Angeles County" at the location and substantially 
as shown on the appenciix plans attached to the application and 
this orcier. 

2. For the relocation of the twc> SPr tracks, cl.earances Shalli. 
be in accordance with General order (GO) 2'6-D. Walkways shall 
conform to GO 118 • 
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3. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 
the ·p~rties. A copy of the agreement has been filed with the 
Commission. 

4. Within 30 'days ~fter completion of the work under this 
order, LAC'I'C shall notify the com:m.ission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

5. 'I'his authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or it the ~bove conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

6. This proceeding shall remain open to allow for resolution 
of the question whether LACTC should install railings on its aerial 
structures. 

7 • 'I'he application is granted as set forth above. 
This order is effective today. 

Dated MAR a 9 SS8 , at San Francisco, california. 

-05-

STA.NI.:.EY· w.. H'OLttI'. , 
., Preside:lt .. 

OONALDVIAl. . 
FREDERIClC R. DUDA.· . 
c. MI'I'CBEtt WII.lC, 
JOBNB.O~, 

CommlS$lODel'S . 
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Decision __________ __ 
/", 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application .of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNT":! 'XRANSPORTATION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for an order authorizinq the ) 
construction of two liqht rail vehicle ) 
tracks at separated grade above ) 
Firestone Boulevard and the relocation ) 
of two existing Southern Pacific ) 
Transportation Company tracks at ) 
separated grade above Firestone ) 
BouJ.evar<i, CPtTC'Crossinq No. BBH ) 
489.44B in the County of Los Anqeles, ) 
california.' . . ) 

---------------------------------) 

Applieatio &7-12-034 
(Filed De ember 16,1987) 

As part ot the projeet to c struct a liqht rail transit 
(~) system, the Los Angeles Count Transportation collllDission' 
(LACTC) requests author! ty to: remo,,fe the existing Firestone 
Boulevard s.teel grade separation/rossing structure to pemi t the " 
construction of two light rail ~icle. (LRV) tracks. and to relocate' ... ' 
two tracks- ot Southern Pacific j.rransportation Company's CSPr) 

Wilmington Branch Line,. all at! separated grades over Firestone " 
Boulevard in Los. Angeles eouity.. . ' 

The Long Beach-LOS/AngeleS Rail Transit Project is part ot', , 

an on going transit development process in which the Long' Beach-Los', 

Angeles eorridor and thirieen other corridors have been identifiec 
as candidates tor transit'ilnp;ovements.. The project is. be:i:ng '.: 
planned as a conv~tion/l LR1' system trom downtown Los ~q~ies. to .•. 
downtown Long Beach to/serve between 54~OOO and 76,000 passen~ers . 
per day. Miti~ation 4asureswill either eliminate or reduce the:" 

, I " sever:lty of the adverse .lJI1pacts to' acceptable levels. 
LAc:rc is tllJ lead agency tor tllis project under the 

C;\lifornia Environmental Quality Act of'1970 (CEQA), as amended,. .. , 

•• 
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PUblic Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and rev:iew of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR), LACTC approved 
the project. On March 29, 1985, a Notice o~ Determination was 
filed with the secretary for Resources and with the Los Angeles 
county Clerk which ~ound that "The project will have a siqni~ieant 
impact on the environment"'. 

, The Commission is a responsible agency ~or this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and ,considered the lead agency's Em. 

The site o~ the existing SPT steel qrade separation 
structure to be removed at Firestone Boulevard has :been inspected 
by the Commission staff, who have discussed this matter with LACTC 
enqinecrinq consultants and rcviowed the "'propoaed, now' grade 
separation plans, portions of which ,have :been, incorporated in the 
appendix attached to- this order. The staff' recommends the 
commission authorize LACTC"s proposed· qrade separations at 
Firestone Boulevard. 

LACTe has met the filing: requirements of the. Commission's 
RUles o,t Practice and Procedure including Rule 40,. which relates to . 
the. construction of·a railroad track. across a public highway. 
Detailed drawings of the grade separations and street ~eometrics 
are in the appendix attached to this order. 

LACTC' wishes to, commence construction of this portion of" . 

its LRT system in Fe:bruaxy 1988. It is therefore requested that 
the usual 30-day' effective date on an order be waived. We will 
make our order effective ilnmediately. 

Notiee of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily calendar on December 21, 1987. No protests 'have, 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings 0: fact 

1. LACTC requests authority under Public Utilities CoQe ~20~~ 
1205; to, remove the existing' railroad s~eel grade separation 
structure at Firestone Boulevard, to: construct two I,;;(!l trac:ks and 

• • • I , 

to relocate two tra.~ of Southern Pacific Transportation Company~ s , 

" . 
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SPT's wilmington Branch Line~ all at separated grades over 
Firestone Boulevard in Los Angeles county. 

2. Construction ot the LRV tracks and relocation of the SPT 
tracks at separated grades as well as removal of the existing grade 
separation structure, is an. essential element in the construction 
ot the LR'l' system.. 

3. Publie convenience, necessity~ and satety re~ire ~em.oval 
of the existing grade separation and construction of the new grade 
separations across Firestone Boulevard as set forth in the 
appendix. 

4. LACTe is the lead agency for this proj ect under CEQA, as ~ 

amended. 
5. The Commission is a responsible agency tor this proj.eet 

and has reviewed and considered: .the lead agency's FEIR. 
6. 'rhe Long Beach",:",Los Angeles Rail 'rransit Project will have 

a significant impact on the environment; however, mitigation 
m.easures will reduce the severity of the adverse fmpacts to 
acceptal:llelevels .• 

7. A Statement ot OVerriding Considerations was adoptec1 for 
the project. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted. as ·set forth in the 
tollowing order .. 

2. 'rhe usual 30-day ettective date on an order should ~ 
waived as LACTe wishes to commence construction of the project in. 
February 1988 • 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. '!'he Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LAC'I'C) 

is authorized to: remove the existing- Firestone Boulevard. grade 
separation steel structure, identified as crossing BBH-489.43-B, to 
construct two r.:&V tracks, to be identified as crossing S4L-7.2'-B, 
and. to- relocate two tracks of Southern Pacific Tran~ortation 
Company's (SP'!) Wilmington Branch Line to be idenW'ied as crossing 
BBH-489.43-B, all at separated ~ades over Fires~ne Boulevard in 
Los Angeles County f at the locat:J.on and substanlially as shown on , 
the append.ix plans attached to, the apPlicat~O( and this order. , 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance wi'th General Order (GO) 

26-0. Walkways shall conform. to- GO 118. / 
, 3. Construction and maintenance, costs! shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement which has beelt entered into between 

the parties. A copy of the agreement. h1sbeen filed with the,. ' 
Commission. 

4. Within 30 days atter eomplet:J.o of the work under,th:J.s 
f 

order, LAC'I'C shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. " / • 

S. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within , 
three years unless time is extended'o:z: if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization :may! be revoked or modifiedi! ' 
public convenience , necessity, o:z:, satty so', require. 
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. .. cl / 6. The appl~eat~on ~s grante as set forth above. 
This order is effective today. i. 
Oatecl , at san Francis,o, california. 
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