
•• 

• 

. , 
(Mail~ 3/24/88) 

A'!.J/MJG/ra 

rn:u 'USl ln r;::: .:. r'.!l r., rj I • /r' r I r \""J It, I I, 'I I , 

I ,~ ~ U' :, I~ I :: ~ Ii ~ " I , 

I.::.J U' ~ L! :J U u-u l.::I 
Decision 88 03 OS5 MAR23 7988 

BEFORE THE PtTBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Metromedia 
Telecommunications, Inc. (U-2078-C), 
a California corporation (MTI), for 
a Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity to Construct and 
Operate Additional Radio· Telephone 
utility Facilities. 

) 
) 
) Application 87-10-040 .' 
) (Filed october 28-" 1987), 
) 
) 
) 

------------~--------------------) 

Metromedia Telecommunications, Inc.Capplic:ant), a ," 
california corporation,· requests 'a certificate of public . . 

convenience and necessity ,to construct and operate. addlt,ional 'one- .'" 
way radiotelephone utility facilities in: SOnoma,. Riverside,. 
Monterey, and Sacramento County, purs~ant,to, Section 1001' et,seq~ 
of the Publie Utilities Code •. Engineering .statements and, a, map:::, . 
identifyinq applicant's proposed service ,territory is,' attached to.· 
the application as Exhibit :s: and: C, respectively •. ' 'i 

. . ,... 

Copies of· the application 'were: served on the; cities.·. and.::,' 
, . 

counties within which ,the proposed service 'area and on other 
, ent'! ties with which applicant's. proposed se~ceislike-ly to ,., 
eompete,. Exhibit F to-the application.· .... 

Notice of theapplieation, ap~ared' in· the COmmission'S; 
Daily calendar of November S,. 19'57 ~ Nc> ,protests t<>the applicatioi;:'" 
were receivecl:- therefore,. a public hearing'is-not necesSary~ .'" ,. 

'. '." '." I,' " I ; ," '1 ,.~ ." /~ 

Applicant possesses . the requisite' Federal"Co:m:muriieations . "'::' 
Commission (FCC) permits tor its'five: additional base. station:' . ' '. ' 
taeili ties l~ted in Sonoma >-Riverside·; M~nterey ,ana saerame~tc;)'·"<': . .':' 
county on 'a frequenCY ot 931 .. S62smeqahertz· (MHz),.. ,EXllibit, t· t.o ·ihe:.::; 

" J , I, 

application. However, beeaus,e of, . factors" not identifiedln , '.,' 
the appliCation, applicant. was ,unable . to-, comply with the· ·30-day.· " .. ; " 
application filing requirement of Rule· 18'(<»(1) of the Comml.ss.ion'~;'·: ". 

" " 

.1 

.' . 
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Rules of Practice and Procedure. Accordingly, applicant requests a 
waiver of Rule 18(0) (1). 

~he ~rid coordinates on the FCC permit for the Riverside 
county site is inconsistent with the applicable enqineerinq data. 
By letter of February 3, 1988, applicant bas clarified that the, 

coordinates on the, enqineerinC] data are correct and has requested', a ' 
corrected permit from, the FCC. 

Applicant is a pUblic utility one-way radiotelephone 
(RTtT) certified to- construct and operate 48 ):)ase station facilities" 
throuC]hout california... It also owns, and operates a 900 band RTt7: 

paginq system in portions of Nevada and Arizona .. 
Applicant was wholly owned. by Metromedia, Inc., which in" 

turn was acquired .by Metromedia company, a partnership, pursuant ,to,'" 

Decision CD.) 86-10-009. By O~86-12"-066" the- control of, applicant, 
was transferred to', Southwestern Bell corpora't:ion (SW) and 
Metromedia Paqin9' Services, Inc. (MPS),a,wholly owned subsidiar.i 
of ,swa" contin9'~n.t; upon appr.oval;of., the ~FCC, anclthe Federal 
District Court for the District of' Colwnbia~ SUbsequently, tlleFCC' 
and the Fecleral District Court qrantedapplicant its requisite' 
authority, and the' tr~nsfer of control of applicant to swa: and MPS',·' ," 
was cons\llIIlIIated, on september 30" 1987.. , ' , 

Applicant represents that 0 .. 86-03.-018' found that a ,public': " 
need and demand existed for its 'proposed o~e":'way RTU service in a: " 
service area Which c~vers the western: two-thirds. of californi~ from 
the Mexican 'Border north to Marysville,. and: asserts that the five' 
additional basestatioll fa~.i11ties it presently reCJUest is an , 

. . , . ' . I"" 

inteqral part of the sites needed to- complete its R1'tT system and to, 
meet the public need and demand. 

The costs to eonstruct the proposed facilities and 
~stimatecl revenues and ,expenses for the first and fifth. full year' 
of operation are ,set forth in Applieation·gS-OS-064 andD .. 86--0l-

018. onaprorata basis, the construction eost of each of the $' 
.1." , 

"". I • 
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base station facilities is appro~imately $2S~000, or a total of 
approximately $125,000. 

Applicant asserts that,. with the addition ot applicant's 
S proposed facilities~ it will be in a better position to achieve 
its forecasted revenue tor the tirst and titth full year ot 
operations. Once tully constructed and operational, its 900 band 
paging system will be economically tea~ible. 

The cost data, developed tor applicant's Application' 
85-08-064, dated August'198S,was incorporated into this 
application by reterence only. It was, developed over two years agO: '," 
and has been used :by applicant,. unmodified,. on three separate, ' 
occasions tor authority to construct and operate ,:base station 

. . .' ." 

facilities. This data is approaching obsolescence' and should'not:/,,:. 
be used tor any turther CPC&N requests by applicant. This' is, also.," 
true ot applicant'sjustitication that a public, demand Mel need 
exists. Future cpe&N applicationS by applicant 'willnot :be" 
considered unless applicant provides current cost data,. "current ' 
projected .revenue and expense data with: its: current customer baSe" 
and justitication tor public" need· and;d~d.. , ' 

SWB and MPS,. to the extent' ,that' applicant's internally 
generated tunds are insufticient' to' construetand , operate ,the, , 
proposed ,base station" facilities,. are ' committed to provide the 
necessary funds to constrUct, and" operate· the' 'proposed base' station 
tacilities. By the FebruarY3~i9Ssclarit£cation letter,-, 
applicant submitted a letter from, MPS:, ',Which 'demonstrates that' MPs.' , 

will undertake the obligations. anel' operating' expenses associ~ted"" 
with the proposed service~MPS's tinancial statement asot' 

.. . ," ' . "', 

September, 30,. 1987 ,shows thatMPS's net worth otapproximately.$2'18 
million is sutticfent toprov!dethe,necessary tUnds ,tor the 
construction and operation"ot the proposed tacilities. 

The proposed, base station tacilities are- to- be located a~,',.:, 
communica.tion sites-a.lready in ex1stence,., '1ncluding'towere,. , 
transmitters, ante~s, buildings' and'<other' structures.' 
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Accordingly, applicant represents that it can be seen with 
certainty that there is no possi~ility that the proposed facilities 
may have a significant adverse impact on the environment. 

The proposed rates and charges are to. be the same rates 
and charges for similar services that applicant presently has on 
file with the Commission. 

Further, applican1: requests that this order become 
effective on the date of issuance because the proposed facilities 
are essential to complete applicant's pac;ing system. at a reaso~le, 
cost, to mee1:, the public nee,d and demand; 1:0 provide the public 
services at reasonable rates in areas where there is little, it 
any, compar~le service; and to, avoid turther delays_, " 

Since there were no protests to this" app.licationand,the 
proposed base stations are to be 'an extens'ion ot applicant's . 
present service area, we will make this order effective on the date' 
issued. ' 
Eingings ot r.o~ 

1. Applicant requests. a CPC&N to construct and operate 
additional RTO'facilities,i,n Sonoma~ Riverside:, Monterey, and 

sacramento County. 
2'. Notice of the application appeared.· in the Commission's, 

Daily calendar of November S, 19a7. 
3.. No, 'pro1:ests to,'the application were' received:. 

, ..' 

4. Applicant possesses ,the requisit~ .FCC permits:. , ' .', 
s. Applicant was- uMble to comply with Rule 18Co) (1) 'because:::~:, 

'. , ,,'. 1 

of factors beyond its control. 
6. Applicant is a certificated RXOproviding one-way 

radiotelephone service tbroughoutCalifornia. "','. 

7. Public convenience' and. necessity require the granting' :o:f , 
I 1·. 

this application~ 
8~ 1'he proposed operation is techn~cal.1Y :feasible. 
9. 'Applicant's cost data was. incorporated into the 

application by reterence • 

4 -
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10. Applicant's cost data was developed over two' years aqo 
and has been used by applicant, UIllnodified, on three separate 
occasions to obtain CPC&Ns. 

11. MPS is cOXlll'nitted to providing the necessary funds for the 
construction and operation of the proposed facilities. 

12. The proposed operation is economically feasible .. 
13. It can be seen with certainty that there is not any 

possibility that the 9'X'antinq of this application may have a 
siqnifieant effect on the environment. 

14.. A public hearing is not: necessary • 
COOglusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted, .. 

2. Waiver of the 30-day 'filing requirement o'f Rule la(o)"(l)' 
of the Commission's Rolesot'Practice and Procedure should: be 
granted tor this application only. 

3-. Because of the ilDllleCriate need for service, this order 
shoUld becomeefteetive' today.:, " . 

,Only the' amount paid to the State for operating" rights .' 
may be used in rate fixing .. ' The State may grant anynUl1lbe:t:' ,of 
rights and may cancel or modify the monopoly' features o'f', these ' 
riqhts ,at any time. 

o R'o t'R, 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 

.1. A certiticate- of public convenience and necessity: is 
gr~ted to Metromeclia Telecommunications" Inc .. Capplieant) to 
construc:tand operate a pUblic'utility one-way radiotelephone 
system with base stations ancl s~ice area as ,follows: 

Base Station locations:' 
a.. Taylor 'Mountain, KZST-F.M' Tower" Santa 

Rosa. (lAt. 38- 2S:" 07" N,. Lone;. 122- 40' 
3'3* W) . , 

-, 5, -
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b. Ind.io Hill, Ind.io. 
(Lat. 33· 48' 07" N, Long. ll6· l3' 27" W) 

c. Edom Hill, 3.9 miles east northeast ot Palm 
Springs~ (Lat. 33· 51' 48:" N, Long. 116-
26' 20" W) 

d. Fremont Peak" 10' miles northeast of Salinas 
(Lat. 36-· 4S' 23" N, Long. 121- 30' 051'1' W) 

e. 0.8 miles northeast of City Center, Walnut Grove.. ' 
(Lat. 38'" 14' 48" N, Long., 12'1- 29' 59" W) 

Servieearea:.As shown>in Exhibit C to' 
Application CA.)' 87-1,0-040_ 

2.. Within 30 days after this order is efteetive,. applicant :,' 
shall file a written aceeptanee 'of tbeeertifieate granted inth~"" " 
proceeding.. ' , ' " , ,: ,," 

3. Applicant is' authorized to file, • after,the 
of this. order in eompliancewith General Order, 960A,'taritfs 
applicable to ,the serviee authorized. eonta:tnirig, rates, " eharg.es,and',,\, ','< ~" ' 

rulesapplieable to its;adiotelePhoxi~ services. , The ,tariffs sllaIli',," ,; 
beeomeeffeetiveon not less than 5 days' ,notice. 'l'he;rates'and 
charges shall be the same as for ,similar 'seX'V'ices that,applieant 

< has on file with the-Commission''';' ' ,,!~ 
4. Applieant. shall file as part of its ,individual :tarfff~:: 

" , 
after the effective· date of this order and,. 'consistent with , 
Ordering Paragraph' 3:, an' engineeredseXvice' area' map' drawn ~:in ' 
eontoX'llli:ty with Fec:leral,Communicat1ons Commission Rule: 
22.-504 (b) (2)" and,eonsistent with,Exhibit,C' to A.8:7-10-040 .. 

S-The-'JO-dayfil:ingrequirentent, Of:Rule lacO) (1) of the 
Commission's Rules of, Practice and Proc,edure'is waived' tor:, this 

,. I, application ,only.. , ' 
" 

6,_ Applicant shall not.ify: the, Commission Ad.viSory and.. ,'<' 
Compliance' Division Director in, writing o!':the clat~ service is', 
first r~ndered, to- the public as authorized' herein" within S. days" 
after service begins ... 

- 6.-
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7. The corporate identification number assiqned to 
Metromedia Telecommunications, Inc. is U-207S-C which should be 

included in the caption of all original filings with this 
Commission, and in the titles of other pleadings filed in existing 
cases. 

S. The certificate granted and the authority to- render 
service under the rates,. charges, and rules authorized will expire
if not exercised within 12 months· after the effective date of this 
order. 

This order is effective today. 
Dated MAR 2 3 m~" . , at San Francisco, california .. 

Sf A.;.'VJ...EY w. Ht1L.E'rr 

DO 
. President 

NALD Vl'AL~ . 
FREDERICK It I)UDA. 
C. MITCHELL Wlt.K, . 
JOHN B. OIiANrAN .. 

~oners 


