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Decision 88 O3 O8% MAR 23 1988

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the Santa Clara County )

Transit District for an order authorizing )

construction of an at-grade-crossing of a ) Application 87~12-028
driveway at Station 35+50 of South Second ) (Filed Dec. 11, 1987).
Street by the light rail transit line of )

the Guadalupe Corridoxr project in the City)

of San Jose, California.

As part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project to CONSLruct a-
light rail transit (LRT) system, a four-lane freeway, and‘bicyclé,f
facilities, the Santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) requests
authority to construct its light rail vehicle (LRV) tracks at graaég

on the Downtown San Jose Transit Mall along Second Street across a
driveway near San Fernando Street in San Jose, Santa Clara County.

The multi-modal trannportacxon improvements will prov;de
relief to congested major highways. and local streets in the area.:
The LRT system is approximately 20 miles. in length between Great
America Amusement Park in north'Santa Clara and the IBM business.
park in south'San Jose. Major inpacts include dlsplacement of 69
residential and 17 non—reszdentxal structures, 1ncreased traffic :
congestion at isolated locatlons, and. removal of mature trees along J'”
North First Street. Mztlgatxon measures wzll include relocatxon ‘
assistance, poss:ble future grade separatxons, and a landscape
replacement program.
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The Guadalupe Corridor Joint Powers Board (GCJIPB)
consisting of SCCTID; the State of California, Department of
Transportation; the County ¢of Santa Clara; the City of San Jose;
and the City of Santa Clara, is the lead agency for this project
under the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as
amended, Publi¢c Resources Code Sections 21000, et seg. The project
is covered by a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) which
was approved by the Federal Highway Administration on August 12,
1983. | |

The commission is a responsible agency of this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and consideréd :he’lead agency‘s FEIS.ﬁ .
The site of the proposed project has been insoected by the‘ o
Commission's Traffic Engineering staff. The staff examined the

need for and safety of the proposed crossing. The staff recommendsﬁuxfx

that authority to construct the crossing be granted with the
installation of stop signs and a train-activated "No Right Turn”
sign visible to motorists on Second Street ASfproposed by
applicant. : ' | 7

The applicaﬁion meets the filing‘requ;rements.of_the‘

of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, inecluding Rule:
40, which relates to the construction of a raxlroad track across a . w}o
public highway. A separation of grade is lmpractlcable because theﬂoﬂ
cxossing is located in a hzghly~developed area of dOWﬁtOwn San- Jose?f'
where rlght-of-way is inadequate.. A‘sketch,of the pro:ect vzcxnzty,f'

is set forth as Appendix A. ,

Notice of the appl;cation was - publxsned in the _
published in the Comm;sslon s Daily Calendar on December 21, 1987.~{ﬁ
No protests have been recexved. A pgbl;c-hearlng is not S
necessary. ‘ : o ‘
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Findings of Fact

l. SCCTD requests authority under Public Utilities Code Sections
1201~1205 to construct its LRV tracks at grade on the Downtown San
Jose Transit Mall along Second Street across a driveway near San
Fernando Street in San Jose, Santa Clara County.

2. Construction ¢of the crossing is an essential element‘in
construction of the LRT system.

3. Public convenlence and necessity require construction of
the crossing. o

4. Public safety requxres control of veh;cular novements at \f
the crossing by stop s;gns with the addztlon of a traln act;vated'
"No Right Tuxrn" sign.

5. GCJPB is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as

amended.

6. The Commzssxon is a respons:ble agency for this pro;ect
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIS.

7. 7The Guadalupe Corrxdor Progect will have a slgnlflcant ‘
effect on the enviromment: however,‘mltzgatzon-measures‘w;ll reduce -
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. |
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Conclusion of Law
The application should be granted as set forth in the

following order.

IT IS ORDERED that:

l. The Santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) is

authorized to construct its LRV tracks at grade on the DowntoWn-Sao~\ﬁ"‘b

Jose Transit Mall along Second7Street‘acroSS'a‘driveway near San
Fernand¢ Street in San Jose, Santa Clara County, at the locatxou i :
and substantially as shown by plans attached o the appl;catxon, tovf:d
be identified as Crossing 82A5-1.76. _

2. Vehlcular movements at the crossing shall be controlled by‘f';
stop signs supplemented by an lnternally lllumlnated "No nght f’l“ |
Turn" sign which is aot;vated by the LRV's.

3. Clearances at the crossing snall_be in~accordadce with'f

General Order (GO) 26-D.

4. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superzor to:.”'

Standard No. 1 of GO 72=B.
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5. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in
accordance with an agreement to be entéred into between SCCTD and
the City of San Jose. Should the parties fail to agree, the
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance
by further order.

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, SCCTD:shall notify the Commission in writing that the
authorized work has been completed.-l | L

7. This authorlzatlon shall expxre 1£ not - excercxsed within F
three years unless time is extended or if: the above condxtzons are
not complied thh. Authorlzatzon may be revoked or moaified 1f
public convenzence, necesszty, orx. safety so require.

8. The appllcatmon is granted as set’ forth apove.

This ‘order becomes effect;ve 30 days from today.

Dated HARZSJ)BB , at San Francisco, Califormia. . =

CCM M.SS:c:q:gs,‘ "“'OQ‘ A}( N

Victor Weizer,. EMH\.u.W& Juecror g
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Vicinity Map
of the
TRANSIT MALL EXTENSION
“Guadalupe Zorridor Project
San Jese, California

Appendix A




