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Application of the Santa Clara County ) 
transit District for an ord.er authorizing ) 
construction of an at-graae-crossing of a ) 
arlveway at Station 35+50 of South Second ) 
Street by the light rall transit line of ) 
the Guadalupe Corridor project in the City) 
of San Jose r California.. ) 

-----------------------------------) 
o po I N I 0, N --------

Application 87-12-028 
(Filed Dec. 11r 198-7). 

As part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project to cons-truct a 
light rail transit (LR'l') system.~ a fou:t'-lanef:t'eewaYr and .b-icycle 
facilities, the santa Clara County Transit District (SCC'I'D) reques~s'" 

authority to construct its light rail vehlcle (LRV) tracks at 9ra~e 

on the Downtown San Jose transit Mall alo-ng Second Street across a 

d.riveway near San F~rnand.o Street in San Jose~,Santa Clara County. 
The multi-modal transportation improvements will provide 

relief to congested major highways. and local streets i,n the area. 
the LRT system is approxlltlately 20 miles: in length between Great 

America Amusement, Park in north Santa Clara and the IBM business, 

park in south, San Jose'. Majo-rimpacts incluQe displacement 0'£ 6.9: 

residential and 17 non-resid~ntiai structures,. 'increased traffic 

congestion at isolated 'locations, ,and. removal 0·£ mature trees alon9 

North First Street. Mitigation measures will includ.e relocatio~' 
assistance, possi.ole future gracle" 'separations~ and a landscape 
replacement pr09r~~ 
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The Guadalupe Corridor Joint Powers Board (GCJPB) 
consistlng of SCCTD; the State of California, Oepartm~nt of 
Transportation; the County of Santa Clara:- the City o,f San Jose; 
and the City of Santa Clara, is the lead agency for this project 
under the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CeOA), as 
amended, PUOllC Resources Code Sections 2'1000, et seq. The project 
is coverec1 by a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) whiCh 
was approvec1 by the Federal Highway Administration on August lZ, 
1983. 

'the commission is a responsible agency of this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIS. '. 
The site of the proposed. project has been inspected by the 
Commission t s Traffic Engineering staff." The staff' examined the 
neec1 for and. safety of the proposed. cross.ing., 'the staff recommends : 
that authority to construct the'crossing be granted with the 
installation of stop signs and a traln-activated. "No. Right !'urn
sign visible to motorl.sts on Second Street as.: proposed by 
applicant. 

The application meets the filing requirements of the 
of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rule> 
40, which relates to the construetionof a railroac1 track across a 

\1 ! ,,' 

pUl>lie highway. A separation of Qrad~ is. impractical>lebecause ~e . 
crossing is located in a hi9hly developed ,area ofd.owntown San Jose' 
where right-of-way is inad.equate. A sketCh of the project vicinity 
is set forth as AppenQix A. 

Notice of th~ application was pub,lisheC1 in ,the 
published. in the Commission,' s Daily Calendar, on Deeentber 2'l, 198.7.· 

No protests have been rece:ived~ A pul>lie hearinQ is not 
necessary. 
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Findings of Fact 

1. SCC'l'O requests authority under Pul:>lic Utilities Cod.e Sections 
1201-120$ to construct its tRV tracks at grade on the Downtown San 
Jese Transit Mall aleng Second St'reet acress a d.riveway near San 
FernandO' Street in San Jose, Santa Clara Ceunty. 

2. Construction ef the cross,ing is an essential element in 
construct4on of the LR'l' system. 

3. Pul:>lic cO'nvenience and necessity require constructien O'f 
the cressing. 

4. Pub-lie safety'requires eentrol of vehicular mo ..... ement$a~ 
the cressing by step. s,igns wi.th the addition O'·f a train activated' 
"NO' Right Turn" sign. 

S. GCJPB is the lead agency 'for this project under CEOA, as 
amended. 

6-. The Commissien is a respe,nsible agency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency~s FElS. 

7. l'he Guadalupe Cerrider Project will ha ..... e a significant 
effect en the envirenment r however, mitigatien measures will reduce , 
the severity of the adverse impacts to' acceptab-le levels. 
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Conclusion of Law 
The application shov.le .be grantee as set forth in the 

following order. 

.0 R.D E R 

IX IS ORDERED that: 

1. The Santa Clara County Transit District (SCC1'D) is 

authorized to construct its LRV tracks at grade on the Downtown San' 

Jose Transit Mall along Second Street aCross a driveway near San 

Fernando Street in San Jose, santa Clara Co·unty, at the location 

and substantially as shown by plans attached to the application,.to 

be identified as Crossing 82AS-l.·76. 
, 

2. Vehicular movements at the crossing shall be controllecl by 

stop Signs supplementecl by an internally illuminatecl ~~ Right 

'I'Urntt sign wh.ich is activated by the LRVls .. 

3. Clearances at the crossing shall ·be in accordance with· 

General Order (GO.) 26-0. 

4.. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior tOo 

Standard No. 1 of GO 72-8:. 
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s. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into, between SCC'rD and 

the City of San Jose. Should the parties fail to agree, the 

Commission will apportion the costs. of constr",ction and maintenance 

by further order. 

6. Wi thin 3 0 days after completion o·f the work und.er this 

order, SCCTD,shall notify the Commission in writing that the' 

authorized work has been completed. 
, ',. 

7. This authorization shall expire· if not excerc·ised within 

three years unless time is extended, or if ,·the al:>Ov& cond.itions are-:. ,,' 

not compl ied Wl. th. Au thorl.zation may 'b'e revo~ec:i or mO<lified. if 

publ ic convenience, necessity" or., safety" so-' require .. 

8. The appl ication is. granted. asset'fo·rth above. 

This order becomes effective 30, d.'ays from today. 

Oa ted. __ ' ,;;MA;;;.,· _;;.;R...I2101,.,,;3 .... ma~IoI--' _, at San Francisco., california .. 
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STJU.JLEY W. HULETT~:., -' .. 
. President: ' 

DONALDVIAL " 
FREDERICK,& D'ODA" ." 
C. MITCHELL ·wnx·, 
JOHN .a OHANIAN' 

Commissioneo ~ 
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