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88 03 06Z Decision ____________ __ MAR 23 7988 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN~ 

Application of the Santa Clara ) 
County Transit District for an ) 
order authorizing construction ) 
of at grade crossings of Julian ) 
Street, Devine street, a ) 
driveway at Sta.. 97 + 90 of ) 
North First street and. a ) 
driveway at Sta. 9$ + SO of ) 
North Second street by the ) 
light rail transit line of the ) 
Guadalupe Corridor proj'ect ) 
in the city of San Jose, ) 
California. ) 

---------------------------) 

Application S7-10-0ZS 
(Filed October 20, 19'57) 

As part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project to' construet 
a liqht rail transit (LRT) system, a,~ four-lane freeway, and 
bicycle facilities"the santa ClaraCounty'l'ransit District 
(SCCTD) requests authority to,construetits ,light rail vehicle 
(LRV) 'tracks along First Street and Second Street in SanJose~ 
Santa Clara County, with crossinqso!, streets and driveways' at 
grade as set forth in Appendix A. 

The lIlulti-modal transportation improvements will 
provide relief to, congested major highways and'local streets 
in the area ~ TheLRT system. 'is approximatelyZO miles in 
length between Great America Amusement ,Park in north santa 
Clara and the IBM business parkin south San Jose. Major 
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impacts include displacement of 69 residential and l7 non­
residential structures, increased traffic congestion at 
isolated locations, and removal of mature trees along 
North First Street. Mitigation measures will include 
relocation assistance, possible future grade separations, 
and a landscape replacement program.. 

The Guadalupe corridor Joint Powers Board (GCJPB) 
consisting of SCcrD; the state of California, Department of 
'I'ransportation; the County of Santa Clara; ,the City of 
san Jose; and the City of Santa Clara, is the lead agency 
for this project under the california Enviromnental Quality 
Act of 1.970 (CEQA), as amended,. Public Resources Code- Sections 
21000, et seq. The project is covered Joy a Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) which was approved by the Federal 
Highway Administration on August 12, 1983. 

The commission is ~ responsible agency for this proj ect 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's 
FEIS. The site of the proposed project' has :been inspected 
by the Commission's Traffic Engineering statt.. The staff 
examined the need for and' safety of the proposed rail 
crossings. The staff recommends that the new erossings-
De authorized subject to installationo~warning signs and 
traffic signals as described in Appendi~A~ 

Application 87-10-028 meets the tiling requirements 
of the Commission's Rules of Practice- and ProcedUre, including 

, -
Rule 40, which relates to the construction: of a railroad track 
across a public highway. Separations ofgra:de at the proposed 
erossings are impracticable because the crossings are located in 

a highly developed area where right:"'of-way is inadequate-. A sketch 
of the project vicinity is set forth as Appendix Bo. 
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Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily.Calendar on October 27, 1987. No protests 
have ~een received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
ringings o{ Fact 

1. SCCTO requests authority under Public Utilities Code 
sections l20l-l205 to construct its LRV tracks along First 
Street and second Street in San Jose, Santa Clara County, 
with crossings of streets and driveways at grade as set forth 
in Appendix A. 

2. Construction of the crossings is an essential element 
in construction of the LRT system:. 

3. Public convenience, necessity, and safety requ.ire 
construction of the crossings, as~ set forth in the appendix. 

4.. Public safety requires that vehicular movements at· the 
Julian street and Devine street crossings be governed by traffie 
control signals., with provisi0:rl for varying degrees, of preemption 
as needed for local: traffic conditions.. Pul:>lic satety also 
requires that the movement of LRV's be controlled by signals 
whic:h are for the exclusive use of 'LRV's and. that vehicular 
movements at driveway crossings be controlled ~y stop" signs .. 

s. GCJp:s. is the lead agency for this project under 
CEQA, as amended .. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this 
project and, has reviewed. and considered the lead agency's FEIS. 

7. The Guadalupe corrid.or Proj ect will have a signi.f:tcant 
effect on the environment: bowever',- .. mitigation measures will 
reduce the severity otthe adverse' impacts to acceptable levels. 
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~Qnelusion 0: Law 
The application should be granted as set forth in the 

folllowing order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) is 
authorized t~ eonstruct its LRV tracks along First Street 
and second Street in San Jose, santa Clara County, with crossings 
of streets and driveways at grade at the locations and sUbstantially 
as shown by plans attached t~ the application. 

2. Crossing identificat"ion and vehicular movements,at the 
crossings shall be governed as set forth in AppendixA. 

3. Clearanees at the crossings shall be in accordance with 
General Order (CO) 26-0. 

4. Construction of the:' crossings' 'shall be' equal or su~rior 
to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-8. 

5-. 'Construction and :maintenanee~-costs shall be bOrne in 
accordance-with an agreement'to.be entered into'betwe~n'SCCTD 
and the City of San ;j~se.. Shou,~d the, parties fail to agree, 
the Commission will apportion the cos~i, of "construction and ' 
maintenance'by further order .. 

6. within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, SCCTD sball notify the Commission in writinq that the 
authorized work has been eompletect. ' 

". " 

7. This authorization shall expireif,notexercised 
wi thin three years unless time is extended or if the conditions' 
are not complied with. Authorization may he revoked or modified 
it public convenience, necessity" or'safety so" require .. 
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S. The application is granted as set :forth above. 
This. order becomes effeetive 30 days from today. 
Dated __ MA_R.....;2 ..... _3...;,1981j=;....-__ , at San Francisco', california. 
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l"'I' ....... ~' w. HULETT 
.n.AJ.~~ J,. • President 

DoNALD'o~ . 
FREDERICK R. DUDA 
C. MITCHELL· wn.K 
JOHN 13. OHlu'ilAN 

ComxnissiO'llel'S 



As a part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project to' construct 
a light rail transit (LR~) system, the Santa Clara County Transit 
District (SCCTD) proposes to construct its tracks along First 
Street and Second Street in San Jose, Santa Clara County, with 
crossing~ of the streets and driveways set forth below and as 
shown on plans attached to the applieation. 

Vehicular movements at ,each of the listed street crossings. 
shall be governed by traffie eontrol signals (TCS) with provision 
for varying degrees of preemption as needed for local traffic 
conditions. Vehicular movements 'at each o~,the <irivewaycrossings 
shall be controlled by arterial stop signs (SS). The movement of 

UV's at each street crossing shal'l,be controlled by signals, as 

described in the. application, whiehare for the exclusive use of 
!oRV's. Construction of SCeTO's LRV tracks-along First street 
and Second Street is. authorized at,grade across-the following 
streets and driveways, to be identified; as indicated: 

Crossing Along Fitst~Street 

L~~ion ot Crossing Ct9ssing Numbe:z;: 

Julian Street 8-2A-l.17 

Driveway 8-2 feet north 82A-l .. 20 
of· Devine Street 

Devine Street 82A-l.23 

Traffie Control 
pev1s:es 

TCS 

ss 

orcs 

~ssing Along Second ~reet 

Location of' crossing .. 

Drivewa.y 407 feet south 
of Julian Street 

Crossing NulDb~:r: 

82AS-l.32 

Traffic Control 
Deyices 
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, Vicinity Map 
of the 

. TRANSIT MALL EXTENSION 
, " 

Guada lupe Corr1dor Pro Ject 
San Jose, Callfornta 
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