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Decision 5S 03 063 MAR 23 1988 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNXA 

Application of the santa Clara County ) 
Transit District for an order author- ) 
izinq construction of at qradecross- ) 
inqs of san carlos street and Auzerias) 
Avenue by the light rail transit line ) 
of the Guadalupe Corridor project in ) 
the City of san Jose, California. ) 

-----------------------------) 

Application 87-10-027 
(Filed October 20, 1987) 

'r, I' 

As part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project, to, construct a 
light rail transit (LR.'r) system,' a four-lane freeway" and biCycle 
facilities the santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTO) requests ' 

authority to. construct its liqhtraii vehicle CLRV) tracks at grade 
. ,. . e across. san Carlos Street and Auzerais. Avenue in San Jose,. Santa 

Clara County_ 

The multi-modal transportation'ilnprovementswill provide 
relief to congested maj or highways and· local: streets in' the area,.' 
The LRT sy:stem is approximately 20 miles. in length between Great 

. '. " 

America Amusement Park in: north Santa Clara and the IBM business 
park in south San Jose. ,Major'impacts include displac:ementof 69 
residential and, 17 non-residenti'aol structures', inc:reased, traffic,' 

c~nqestion at isolated loc:ations,.,andremoval,'ofmature trees along 
Nortll. First street.. Mitigation measures will :tncluderelocation 
assistance; ,possible tuturegradeseparations, and a landscape 
replacementproqram. 
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The Guadalupe Corridor Joint Powers. Board (GCJPB) 
consisting of SCCTO; the State of California,. Department of 
Transportation~ the county of Santa Clara: the City of San Jose; 

and the city of Santa Clara, is the lead agency for this project 
under the California Environment Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA)',. as 
amended,. Public Resources Code Section 21000,et seq. The project 
is covered by a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) which 
was approved by the Federal Highway Administration on August 12; 
1983. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project' 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agenCY's'FEIS
The site of the proposed project has been insPected by the 

commission's Traffic' Engineering, staff.. The staff .. examined,.' the 
need for and safety of the . proposed crossings. The staff 

. . . , 

recommends that authority to. constrUct the. crossings be granted 
sUbj ect to. interface between track circuitry and traf:ficsiqnals to. .' 

be installed on Technol~ Center Parkway at the intersections of 
San carloS: street and Auzerais Avenue .. , 

The application meets the f!lingrequirements of the 
Commission's Rules of Practice'. and Procedure, including: Rule 40,. 
which relates to: the construction ofa railroad track across a ' 
public, highway. SeparationS 'of grade are impracticable because 
the crossings are located close, to. the ,highly'developed, area, of, ' 

downtown san Joseanciarein keeping with the environmentally 
preferred concept· of open access to LR'r. A sketch ofthe'projeet 
vicinity is: set torth, as AppendiX-A. 

Notice of the', application was published, in the 
Commission's Daily calendar on'October, 27 r,1987. No- protests. have 

been received. A public hearing: is not necessary. 
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[indings 0: Fact 

1. sccro requests authority under P"ublic Utilities Code 
sections 1201-1205. to construet its L.,,"{V tracks at grade across San 

carlos Street and Auzerias Avenue in San Jose, Santa Clara county. 
2. Construction of the crossings is an essential element in 

construction of the LRT system. 
3. Public convenience and necessity require construction of 

the crossings. 
4. Public safety requires control of vehieular' movem~ts '. at 

the crossings by traffic'control signals with provisions for 
varying cle~ees of preemption-'as needed tor local traffic condi-

. '/ 
tions. Public safety also requires control of the movement 
of LRV's by signals which are, for: the exclusive use ofLRV's ... 

s. Gc:TP:s. is the lead agency tor this project underCEQA, as ' 
amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agen~tor this project 
and has reviewed and considered' the lead .agency's PElS.' 

7. The Guadalupe c~rridor Project wiii.havea significant ':, 
effect on the environment::, however, m.itigationm.~asures will reduce: 
the severity-of· the adverse impacts to:: acceptable levels. 
Conelysion 'ot LaK 

The'applieation should be granted asset forth in the 
following order. 

IT IS ORDEREO that: 
, 1. The Santa Clara County Tr~nsitOistrict (SCCTO) is 

authorized, t~ construct its:LRV tracks, at, grade 'across SanC'arlos ..... 
Street and Auzerias A~enue; in, San' Jose,. Santa Clara County,. at the) '.' 

" • "". '! " 

locations and, substantially as shown by plans attached to the 
application,,., to. be identified as Crossings 82A~2~3,3 .and' .82A-i_4S~ ." 
respectively.' ' 
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2. Clearances at the crossings shall be in accordance with 
General Order (GO) 26-D. 

3. Construction of the crossings shall be equal or superior 
to Standard N~. 1 of GO 72-B. 

4. Vehicular movements at the crossings shall be governed by 
traffic control signals, with provision for varying degrees of 
preemption as needed for local traffic conditions.. The 
movement of LRV's at the crossings shall be controlled by signals, 
as described in the application, which are for the exclusive use of 
r.:RV's. 

S. construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement,to,be entered 'into between SCCTD,and 
the City of San Jose. Should.: the ,parties fail to' agree,. the 
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and·~intenance 
by further order. 

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work' under ,this 
order, SCCTD' shall notify the. commission, in'writinq that the 
authorized work' ha.s been completed., 

7.' Thisauthori,zation· shall expire if, not exercised· within 
three years unless time is' extended or if the above conditions are,': 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if' " 

. " 
public convenience,. necessity;" or safety so· require. 

S • The" application is granted. as set, forth above;. 
" ';' ~. '" ' . 

This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated. MAR2'3!l88' ,. at' Sa~ Francisco; california. 
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. ,:'licfnitytlap 
SAN CARLOS,STREET ANt>: 

AUZERI AS·· STREET CROSSINGS ' 
AT TECHNOLOGY CENTER PARKWAY 

, Guadalupe Comdor Project, . 
San JOS~; Calffomia' , 

Appendix A 
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