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Oec~s~on __________ _ MAR' 23 1988· 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC TJTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNT~ TRANSPORTATION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for an order authorizing the ) 
construction of a light rail ) 
vehicle at grade crossing at 103rd ) 
street and at 108th Street in the ) 
City of Los Angeles, County ot ) 
Los Angeles, california ) 

-------------------------------) 
OPINION; 

Application 87-ll-01S 
(Filed November 1&, 19S7) 

As part of the project to construct a light rail transit 
(LR'I') system, the Los Angeles co~ty Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to construct two, light rail vehicle 

, ' 

(UV) tracks on the acquired right-of-way, of the southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's (SPX) Wilmington Branch Line and relocate 
the existing SPr' tracks, at grade across' '103rd Street and 10Sth 
Street in Los Angeles, Los Angeles coUnty, as set forth'~:in the 
appendix. 

The Long Beaeh-Los.Angeles Rail Transit project is part of' 
an on-going transit development process-in which the Long Beach-Los, 
Angeles Corridor and thirteen other corridors have· been identitl.ed 
as candidates for transit improvements.' ,Theproj'ect is' being 
planned as' a conventional LRT system from downtown LOS,Angeles'to 
downtown Long Beach to serve between 54,000 and 75,000 passengers. 
per day. A variety of impacts were identified,., both beneficial and " 
adverse. Mitigat'ion measures will either eliminate or reduce the ",: 
severity of the'adverse impac:ts,to,acceptable'levels .. 

LACrc is the lead agency tor this '. project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act o~ 1970' (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Coc::le Sections ~1000, et seq., Atter preparation 
and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR),. LAC'I'C approved 
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the project. On March 29, 1985, a Notice of Oetermination was 
tiled with the Secretary for Resources and with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk which found that "The project will have a significant 
effeet on the environment." A Statement of Overriding 
Considerations was adopted for the proj.eet. 

The commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

The sites of the proposed proj.eet have been inspected by 
the Commission statf and it recommends the Commission adopt the 
crossing protection for r..::av operations at 103rd street that have 
been incorporated in the appendix attached to this order. These 
provisions are designed to improve the safety of this crossing in, 
view of its eloseproxilnity. to an LRV passenger station. The staff 
has' secured 'LAC'I'C"S' concurrence in this respect. The stattalso-' 
recommends that the crossing at.108th' street'be- approved. 

LACTe has met the tilinq requirements of the Commission's 
Rules ot Practice and Procedure including RIlle 40,. which relates to 
the construction of a railroad track across a public highway _. , 
Detailed drawings of .the crossing protection and street geometries 
are in the appendix attached to this decision .. 

LAC'I'C wishes to: commence construction o:f this portion ot,; 

its LR'X system in March, 1988. It MS been requested that the 
usual :.lO-day effective .date on an order be' waived. We will make 
our order effective immediately~ 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily calendar on November ~S;, 1987.. No protests have' 
been received .. A publiehearing is not neeessary .. 
Finding~ of Fa~ 

1. LACTC requests authority under PublieUtilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to construct two- mv tracks· on the acquired 
right-or-way of the. SP'r-'s. Wilmington Branch Line ana. to relocate 
the exis.ting SPT tracks, at qrade across lO3-rd Street and 10stll.· 
Street in Los. Angeles,. Los Angeles county~ 
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2. Construction of the two LRV tracks on the right-of-way 
acquired from SPT and relocation of the existing SPT tracks at 
grade across two public highways are essential elements in 
construction of the LRV system. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require construction of 
the tracks at grade across the two public highways and the 
relocation of the existing SPT tracks. 

4. PUblic safety requires that protection at the crossings 
be automatic gate-type signals (General Order (CO) 7S-C), with 
additional provisions as set forth in the appendix. 

S. LACTe is the leadaqency for this project under CEQA". as 
amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible·aqency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

7. The, Lonq Beach-Los Anqeles Rail Transit Project will have· 
a signiticant impact on the environme~t:,· however" mi tiqation 
measures will either eliminate, or ,reduce the severity of the 
adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

8... A statement of OVerriding-considerations was adopted for 
the project. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be qrantedas: set forth in'the 
following- order. 

2. The usual 30-day effective date· on an order should be 
, , 

waived as !.ACTe wishes to commence construction of the' project in· 
March, 1988. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. 'l'he Los, Anqeles. county. Transpor,t:ation Commission (LACTCr ~ .. 

is authorized, to· construct two' I:R.V tracks'· on the acquired right-ot- . , 
way ot the SOuthern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) 
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wilmington Branch Line and relocate the existing SPT tracks, at 
grade across l03rd Street and lOath Street in Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles County, at the location and substantially as shown on the 
plans attached to the application and asset forth in the appendix. 

2. Construction of the crossings shall be equal or superior 
to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-B. 

3. Clearances shall conform to GO- 26-0. Walkways shall 
conform to GO 118. 

4. Protection at the crossings shall be as set forth in the 
appendix. 

s. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne' in 
accordance with an agreement which has' been entered intc> between 
the parties. A copy of the agreement has b,een filed with the" 
commission. 

5. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed-. 

7. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above' conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
pUblic convenience, necessity" or safety so require. 
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s. The application is qranted as set forth above. 
This order is effective today. 
Dated MAR 2 3198$' ,. at san Francisco,. california 

-s.-

STA,.'\jL.,Ey w. HU'LETr. 
Pr ',J __ 

DONAtJ) VIAL esl~t 

FREDERICK R. DUDA 
C. MITCHEI.L \VILK 
JOHN .B. O.F:rfu\I'IAN 

Commissioners 

" .. > > 
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Page 1 of Z 

As part of the project t~ construct a light rail transit ~ystem~ 
the Los Angeles county Transportation Commission (LACTC) 1S 
authorized to construct, alter and relocate grade crossings of 
its tracks and those of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's 
(SPr) Wilmington Braneh Line in' Los Angeles,. Los Angeles County,. 
as shown on plans attached to the application' and more 
particularly as set forth below: 

1. Alteration of the l03rd Street crossing, presently SPT 
Crcssing BBH-490.60 by relocating the existing SPT tracks to. 
include two LACTC tracks, t~ ~e als~ identified as crcssing 841.-
8.40. Prctection at the ero.ssing shall be two. Standard No. 9-A 
auto.matic ga.te-type. signals with cantilevers. eGO 7S-C) and three" 
uodified No.. 8 flashing light signals for pedestrian traffic. . 

In addition, light-rail.vehicle operation o.ver this crossing 
shall co.nform to-the following conditions: 

Unless there is installed on tracks approaching the crcssing­
contrcl circuits of sufficient len~ to cperate the automatic 
crcssing warning c:1eviees for a perl.od: of. time cf 20 to 30 seconds 
prior to light-rail vehicles reaching the cro.ssing'while 
traveling at maximum. track· speed thro.ughout the approach; desi911 
of controls and operation shall be as follo.ws: 

a. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section? of General , 
,Order No. ?5-C, light-rail vehicles when approaching· the ' 
~rossinq, shall be 90verned byatrain c9ntrol~ystem.. 
l.nco:r:porating cal>sl.9'D4ls on'board the ll.ght-ral.l vehlcle' 
that operate in such a manner that should. ,a li9ht-rail 
vehicle operator fail to- maintain the speed within the limits 
d1splayedby the cal::> signals;.afterappropriate warning,. 
there automatically will be"an application of the light;"'rail 
vehicle brakes which will not release until the li<;ht-rail 
vehicle is brou9ht to- a stop, and: 
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T/RRT/sc A.87-ll-015 

0.. 1'he train control circuits and apparatus shall be' 
designed and constructed so. that speed reduction indications 
will be displayed on the cal) signals, at appropriate intervals 
to permit the light-rail vehicle operator to. bring the light­
rail vehicle to a sate' stop before reaehir.l9' the qrade 
crossing-. Any automatic application o.t the light-rail 
vehicle brakes resulting tromacab-siqnalv1olation shall 
result in the light-rail vehicle ~inq brought t~ a stop 
before reaching the grade crossing and:, ' 

e. The control cirCuits of the automatic crossing 
protection devices shall further b,e- designed and constructed 
so. that should there be any failure,o.f controls or any 
tailureo! -a light-rail vehicle' t~, ,stop' for any reason before 
reaching the crossing, the crossing' warning devices shall 
operate for a minimum period o! time of twelve (12') seconds 
before any light-rail vehicle can reach the qrade crossing­
and:-

d. Applicant's operating- rules issued to its light-rail 
vehicleoperatorsshall'clearly state that light-rail 
vehicle operation over the crossinq'prior t~ the crossing 
warning devices operating ,for a minimum period of t'ilne of 2'0. 
to- 30 seconds is prohibited and is a viola.tion of this- order: 
of the commission.' ' " 

, ,. I 

2. Alteration of the 10Sth street crossing,. presentlySPT' 
Crossing BBH-490. 97,. by relocating the existing SP'r' track to 
include two LACTC tracks, to be also- identified as crossing,' 8-4L- · 
8-.80. Protection at the-crossing shall be two Standard No-.,'9 
automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C). 
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