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'APR 2 71988 
Decision as 04 055 APR 27 1988, (01,1D!n(i\;nnn!~ n 

~ UUulfluu\JWlb 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of ) 
Santa Cruz to remove and rep1acE~ , 
the existing East Cliff Drive ) 
Bridge over the Southern Pacific , 
Transportation Company Crossing ) 
No. EC-119'.6SA in the City of ) 
Santa Cruz. ) 

-----------------------------, 
o p r N' ION -------

Application 88-02-0,l8 
(Filed February lO, 1988) 

The City of Santa Cruz; (City) requests authority :t::o 
reconstruct the East Cliff Oriv(t Overhead over the tracks of 

Southern Pacific 'I'ransportation:Company' s (SPT) Santa Cruz' Branch 

Line in Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz County .. 

The existing East Cliff Drive Overhead is a deteriorating 
timber structure. Sight restricti,~ns exist "for m<>torists on both 

sides of the structure because of horizo:ntal and vertical 

alignment <>f the roadway_ The proposed concrete structure will 

provide wider traffic lanes and .• flatter approach grades,. there:by 
increasing sight distance and - inlpr,~ving safety .. 

Ci ty is the lead agenc~r for this pre>ject under the 

California Environmental Oualit~r Act of 1970 (CEOA),. as amended, 

Public Resources Code Sections 2:.1000, et -seq. After preparation 

and review of an Initial Study, City issued a Neg~tive Declaration 

and approved the project. On August 18,. 198:7, a No-tice of 
Determination was filed with thE~ Santa Cruz County Clerk which 

found that "The project will not have a significan.t effect: on the 
environment." 

The Commission is a re~;ponsib-le agency for this project 
under CEOA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency"s 

Initial Study and Negative Oeclnration.. The site of the proposed, 

project has been inspeeted by the Commission staff. The staff 

examined the need for and safet~rof reconstruction of the grade 
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separated crossing, and recommends that authority to reconstruct 
the crossing be granted as requested by City. 

The application meets the filing requirements of the 
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rul¢ 38, 
which. relates to, construction of a public highway across a rail­
road. A sketch of the project vicinity is set forth as Appendix A. 

Notice of the applicat'ion was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on February 17, 1988. No protests 
have been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to recontruct the East Cliff Drive Overhead 
over the tracks of SP'I'ts Santa Cruz Branch Line in Santa Cruz, 
$anta Cruz County. 

2. Reconstruction of the overhead is required to provide a 
safe and structurally adequate ,overcrossing of snts tracks and 
to improve motorists' visibility_ 

3. Public convenience, ne,eessity, and safety require 
reconstruction of the East Cl iff Dr ive O<verhead .. 

4. City is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amended .. 

5. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
and has reviewed, and considered' the lead agency's Initial St'Udy 
and Negative Declaration. 

&. The project will have no ,significant impact on the 
environment. 
Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 
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o R D E R - - - --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Santa Cruz (City) is authorized to reconstruct 
the East Cliff Drive Overhead over the tracks of SOuthern Pacific 
Transportation Company's (SPT) Santa Cruz Branch Line in 
Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz County, at the location and substantially as 
shown by plans attachee to the application, ieentifiee as Crossing 
EC-119.7-A. 

2. Clearances. shall be in accordance with General oreer (GO), 
26-D; except that during the period of construction, a clearance of 
not less that 20 '-6" above top of, rail shall be authorized and SP'I": 
shall be authorizee to operate with such reeucee overhead clearance 
provieed that instructions are issued by the railroad and filed 
with the Commission forbidding employees to' ride o'n tops of cars 
beneath the structure. 

3. City shall notify the Commission and SPT at least 1S, but, 
" not more than 30, days in ,advance, of the ea'l:e when the temporary 

impairee clearance will be created. 
4. Walkways shall conform to GO 118'.. Walkways adjacent to 

any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free 
of obstructions and shall be promptly resto:l:ed to' their original 
condition in the event of d~age durin9 construction. 

S. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into, between the 
parties. A copy of the agreemen,t, together with plans, of the 
crossing approved by SP'r, shall be filed with the Commission prior, 
to commencing construction.. Should. the parties fail to agree, th~ 
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 
by further order. 

6. Within 30 days. after completion of· the work under this 
order, City shall notify the CommIssion in writin<; that the 
authorized work has been completed. 
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7. This authorization shall exp·ire if not exercised wi thin 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not eomplied with. Authorization may be revoked or mOdified if 
publie eonvenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

a. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order becomes effective 30 days from, today. 
Dated APR 27 1988 , at San Francisco, California. 

. 
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STANLEY W. HOLE'l"T 
Prc:s.ident 

DONALD VIAL 
FREOERICK,R. DUDA 
c.. MITCHELL W1LK 
JOHN B. OHANIAN 

Commissioners 

, , 

1 C:~i'1N' r:·:AT '!'HIS DECIS!ON. ' 
WAS AP?ROV~D SY 'rHE ABOVE 0, 

COMN\:ss.!O~~S : TODAY., 
.. 0 ~ i ri • , 
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