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. ',' • Decision as :os 024 " M'AY 11 1988 

r.' ,I .•.• ~ •• ;; ..... In..·.the ... Mattex:' of.·.the, .Applica.t~on.,.ot' . ,J '/", " ... ,.; ..... " " 
CELLtJLAR ONE OF ~FIELO' tor a / .)' .. '" .,. ',. ,. 

• 

• 

Certit'icate ot' PUblic Convenience ) 
and Necessity under ,section 1001 ) 
ot the PUblic Utilities Code ot the ) 
State of california" for authority ) Application 87-12-040 
to construct and operate a domestic) (Filed Oecel1lber, 2"1, 1987) 
public cellular radio· tele- ) . 
communications service in'the ) 
Bakersfield Metropolitan Statistical ) 
Area: and requests for interim· ) 
operatinq authority. (tT-3017-C) ) 

----------------------------------) 

AppliCAnt Cellular ,One of Bakersfi.eld, a california 
corporation, seeks a.certifi.cate ot public convenience and 
necessity, (~PC&N) to construct and· .operate· a new domestic p\ll)lic 
cellular radiotelephone service to,the p~lic with.in'the 
Bakerstield Metropolitan. statistical Area (MSA) in :Kern County. 
Applicant holds a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
construction permit· to construct an "A"Block cellular system.. in 
the Bakersfield MSA. 
Background 

In 1982, the FCC determined that a need for cellular 
service had been established throughout the nation and that this 
s~rvice, u~inq new cellular technology and ottering superior 
transmission quality and privacy', ,with tar <J%'oater capacity thml 

conventional mobile radiotelephone service in use, should be made 
avaUable in accordance with the market· structure it established 
(Memorandum Opinion and Order on, Reconsideration, 47 Feel.. Reg-. 
1018, 1003-34; 89 FCC 2d (1982). UDder this;.pl:an, applicant is 
one of the two- utilities authorized to operate in the Bakerstielcl 
MSA. 
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• A.87-12-040 ALJjJJLjekjfs 

e, 
Oue to prior transfe~ of its FCC construetion permit and 

to desiqn changes, applicant was delayed in filing the subject 
,:'/\'" ~ .. , "appliea.tion~' "'1'he',pe:rmit';was' 'origd.nal1y "issued :by.,the 'FCC, on.,', 

5eptem]:)er 26, 1986. TJnder FCC rules, construction of the system 
had to be substantially under way by March 26" 1988' (18 months 
after issuance of the permit). Exhibit J attached to the 
application is applicant's original proposed environmental 
assessment (PEA) filed to 'comply with the. califo~a Environ:mental 
Quality Act (CEQA). 'During the environ:mental review the u.s. Fish 
and Wildlife service (Wildlife) requested applicant t~ survey four 
of applicant's five proposed cell sites to" evaluate the possible 
impact of construction on tho San Joaquin kit fo~ (fo~), an 
endangered species. Applicant stated that since the time roquired 
for that additional survey made it impossible t~ immediately 
publiSh. a mitigated negative declaration for the project as a 
whole, ~erefore, it could not· meet the FCC.d.eadline ~ess the 

e· 

e, 

commissio~ would. prepare a Mitigate~' Negative ~~laratio~ for 
'proposed Cell Site 1 and its mobile telephone switching office 
(Kl'SO), which were not subject to the sur;.re;)r request and grant 
interim authority to 'construct those facilities ,at applicant's 
risk. That request was honored. In interi:.n· Decision (D .. ) 
88-03-029 dated March 9', 1988', the COmmissionqranted applicant a 
CPC&N lilnited to· authorization ,to. construct, atapp1ieant's. risk, 
the M'rSO and Cell Site l~ adopted' a Mitiqated. Neqative Declaration 
for those two sites and directed our Exeeutive Director to file a 
Notice ot Dete%'lJlination approving a Mitigated" Negative Declaration 

,with the Office of Planning and Research.~ dir.acted applicant not to- • 
operate the system: in service to, the' public, without :further 
commission authorization'., ,', ,:" . 

D.88"';03-029 describes the .orgwz~:tional chart· of the 
entities controlling applicant and.. the tinancing ot the initial 
cellular sys~em by Mobile Communications Corporation of America 
[.MCCA), a Delaware corporation, and. :by BellSouth Corporation (SSC),. 
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• . , 
, . , 

a Georgia corporation, the ultimate parent1 corporations of 
applicant • 

. "'/" ',.', '.;. ~';;, ' . -:"Prior to· .~iling tbe','subject:' application' Bakersfield '. .;. 
cellular.Telephone Company (BCTe), applicant's affiliate, filed 
A-87-09-024 seeking a CPC&N to operate as a reseller of cellular 
radio communications services within califor.nia. BSTC initially 
proposed to serve in the Bakersfield, Fresno;" and Visalia MSAs in 
Fresno, Ke~, and Tul~re counties. 0.88':'01-:017 granted that 
requested certificate. 

Applicant noted that Contel Cellular CContel), an 
affiliate of Continental Telephone· Company, has been awarded 

, authority to.- provide wireline NSN block cellular carrier service in 
the Bakersfielcl MSA ancl has, alreacly instituted serv-iee in ~t· 
marketplace. Since applicant proposes to- enter into the market as 
tho NAN block cellular carrier in compet1tionwith ~ operational 
"Bw bloclc cellular system, it seeks, to commence service as soon as .. •• possi])le. Therefore , it requested ·the colimiissionissue an interim .' 
order· authorizing' it to construct,. at its. own risk,. its.. mobile 
telephone switching office CM7S0) and facilitie&at five proposecl 

• 

cell sites and to make the' order effective i2IImecliately~ 
No protests relating to 'the.requestedcertifieate were 

received.. 
s,ppngarv of Decision 

We will grant applicant a CPC&N to cons~ct and operate 
a radio cellular system. to· provide' service in the Bakers:fieldMSA 
at the rates proposed by applicant. . Since' this decision grants the 
requested CPC&N, applicant's initial request for interim authority 
to construct the entire system is ·moot. 

1 MCCA. and BSe filed: Application . CA.} 88-03-061 for authority 
to· transfer control o~ Mobilcom, Inc. and. o~ applicant to BSC • 
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• Applicant's affiliate, BCTC, will be required, to phase 
out its resale service in the Bakersfield MSA within 90 days after 

~:.,. ','." applicant,places,.its"'~e~lular."sy.stem".i~I" service .. · ", ",' , " _'.',. '-'" 

'. 

• 

siqnal coveraqe from applicant's facilities 'would include 
37.5% of the land area and more than 90% of the population of Kern 
County within 39 dBu contours. Since the BakerSfield MSA is not 
one of the 90 largest MSAs, FCC may require applicant to serve 
either 75% of the population or' 75% of the area of the MSA .. 
However, in its letter to, the Commission dated April ll, 1988 
(Exhibit 7), applicant states: 

WI have spoken with Applicant's FCC counsel, and 
unclerstand from them. that while there :may be 
room for arqument, the better and more 
conservative view is that App11eant will be 
obliqated to cover at least 75- percent of the 
cellular qeoqraphicserviee area within thirty­
six months from the date its oriqinal . 
authorization was. C]X'antedOo However, the CGSA 
~tself need not necessarily encompass the 

,entire Metropolit8n Statistical Area .. · see 47 
.C_F.~. 22.903~6 '\ 

We may require construction of an additional cell (s) if it' is 
required to provide adequate service between applicant's five cell 
sites •. 

This decision will approve the staff's Neqative 
Declaration, including: the conditions incorporated in the Negoative 
Declaration to preclude the occurrence of any significant adverse 
effect on the environment. No comments were received durinq, the 
review period for the Ne9'ativeDeclaration. Based on compliance 
with the conditions. in the' adopted· Negative Declaration, there 
would not l:>e any si~ticant .environmental impacts· related to· . the 
project. 'rherej!ore, no envirollll1ental ilDpaet:report is.~anted.':' 

Applicant will: be ordered' to tile. additional environmental 
information, with. the.Commission's EValuation and Compliance 
Divis.ion COoCD) for review prior to-'construction of any :future 
antenna sites required • 
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• 
The proposed system. will be able, ,to route siC]nals between 

.~'.' .... ::~;':;~.: ":mobilepliones"anc1~'conventional or' ,o:ther".mo»'i~e·"pb.ones.. '!he: system 
will have four major groups of components: (1) the M'I'SO:- (2) the 
cell sites (radio equipment):- (3) the interconneetin~ facilities,' 
some of which may be leased from Pacific, Bell (Pacific) and 
microwave facilities on three of th~ cellular towers:- and (4) 

~obile or po~le subscriber units. 

• 

• 

Applicant's proposed interconnect arrangement will most 
likely involve tariffed links between the permanent M'I'SO location 
inc1owntown Bakersfield and two' end otfices, i.e. that of 
continental Telephone Company CContinental) servinq Taft, 
California, and. that of Pac:ific Bell servip.q Bakersfield. these 
links will be obtained on tariffed terms which will be supplemented 

. by contract. 
The M'I'SO is the central. c~ordinatinq ,POint for the system. 

It controls ~e cellular sys'tem. and, connects· with the telephone 
~ ". 

network, microwave fa~ilities located~ on three o',! the cellular 
radio towers, and the antenna located on top, of the cell towers .. " 
As a subscriber's cellular unit moves 'trom the area covered by one· 
cell to the area covered by another cell while a call is in 
proqress, electronic equipment in the MrSO. transfers or "hands-ottA' 
the call from one cell site to- another. this' automatic 
transferring assures continuity and; enhances the service quality 
throughout a conversation as subscriber equipment is. transferred 
from. cell to- cell. Generally there is an overlap- be.tween cell 
covera~es. In instances where there. is an ~pparent qap· between 
cell coveraqes,.. outlined by 39' dBu siqna.lstrength contours, '. 
applicant states there are few if,any obstructions between those 
cell sites; therefore" ·based on experience with this type' of 
'equipment satisfactory siqna~s will be received in. those areas. 

- 5 -

. t" 



• 

• 

• 

A.87-12-040 ALJ/JJL/ek/fs 

AS demand for service increases, the capacity of the 
system can be increased by adding cha~els, implementing 

' .. ,' ,,~ophis.ti~t.~d., p',r.opaga":-i~n,: use, .. :~e~~~~~~".,an~, ~c~~::s,P~~ttin~~ •. 
. , To ensure that service between the' separated. 39 dBu 

contours is adequate, we will require applicant t~ consult with the 
Commission's Advisory and. compliance Division (CACO) staf~ to test 
the adequacy of communications l':Ietween those contours. If 
necessary, cACO should. request appiieant t~· construct additional 
cells and. advise the Commission of its request to applicant. 

One of the five, cell sites proposed by applicant will 
provide a usal':lle signal in a portion' of the visal,ia MSA. The 
Visalia WAW l':Ilock carrier does not~l':Ijeet to the overlap (see 
Exhibit 6). All of the sites are physically located. within the 
Bakersfield MSA. 
Enyirom;eDto,l- Beyiey 

The application, contains a PEA prepared in accordance with 
CEQ,A. and.Rllle 17.3., our Rules of Practice, and Procedure (R\lles). 
Applicant's alDencled PEA. also- complies with those requirements. ' 
Cell sites 2 through S were also the sUbjeetof abioloqieal survey 
conducted. pursuant to'State and Federal·guidelines for endangered 
species consultation. As the resUlt of that review, Cell Site 3-

was shifted approximately'one-fOurth~le from a location 
containing native grasses to a location within a plowed cotton 
field to avoid potential disturl':lances..to fox(es), anend.angered 
species.. A survey of the new site revealed. no- sighting' of (sign of 
the target species. 

The location of the· original sites and the new Cell Site 3 
were reviewed, and cleared. with certain conditions by the ~ederal 
Aviation Adm] nistration (FAA).. The: revised, FAA. , clearance for new . ' 

Cell Site 3- is sUl':lstituted for the original FAA site clearances .in 
EXhibit S. FAA. will requ~re tower markinq: and· lightinq on 'cells 2, 
3, and 4. 
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• RUle 17.1 requires the proponent of a proj ect for which 
this Commission is the lead agency to file sufficient information 

'".,,',', .1 ~to .enable' .;the "Co:mmission'!',to.",eval';Ul,te: .the".p:r~:),ec;::t, "and. to prepare,_ a, 
, . ~.' . '. " , 

• 

• 

Negative Oeclaration or an environmental impact report. The 
Commission staft has reviewed the environmental aspects of the 
proposed S-cell MTSO project and the associated mitigation measures 
and p~epared a ~itigated Negative Declaration dated MarCh 2, 1988 , 
for those sites. The staff's. Mareh'2 Negative Declaration contains 
conditions designed tO'prevent occurrence of significant adverse 
effects from the construction and operation of those four sites;. 
incorporates the initial Negative' Declaration DY reference. No 
comments on the later Neqative Declaration were received during the 
review period ending' March 22, 1988:. 

The Negative Declaration concludes that the project will 
not have any substantial adverse effects on the environment based, 
on the following findings: 

'*1. The proposed telephone systeJll will . not have .' 
a- significant effect on the geolOgy, soils, 
climate,,· hyclrology, veqetation, or, wil<:llife 
of the antenna or switChing office sites. 
'!'he site of Cell' No. 3 has. been relocated 
and conditions have been place(d] ' on the 
use ot Cell Site #2 to avoid potential 
etteet' on the San Joaquin. kit fox. 

*2. The proposed telephone systeJll will not have ' 
a significant effect·on municipal or social 
services, utility services,. or community 
structure. 

*3. The proposed telephone system will not have 
a·' significant adverse etfeet on air or 
water quality, the· existing circulation 
system, ambient noise levels, or public 
health. 

*4 •. Because individual telephone systems 
operate at a low power level in frequency 
bands well separated from television and 
ordinary'broadcastinq" frequencies, no­
siqnificant interterence with radio- or 
television reception is· anticipated. 
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WS. While,the new towers will be visible from 
some surrounding areas, the visual impacts 
are minimized because ef the distance . 

...... .... " ' .... :",",;.';,: "''';: "~::"". "between"lnest viewers·'and ,the"'antenna: site&,:'" 
the specific locations ef the antenna sites 
in ru~al settings, and their respective ' 
design. All the antenna sites have been 
selected so. as to. ,minimize their respective 
enviro.nmental fmpact" while still pro.viding 
the precise radio. covera9~ required by the 
PUC. W ' • ' 

". 

To. assure that significant adverse effects de net occur 
as a result ef this project,.. staff inco.rpo.rated the fello.wing 
co.nditio.ns into. the Negative Declaratio.n which will be ado.pted in 
this decisio.n: 

• 

• 

wl. The applicant will co.nsult with the 
appro.priate local public agencies on project 
cletaiJ.s such as the Clesign,. celer, and. type 0.1: 
materials used in the antenna towers, the 
specific·co.nfiquration o.f equipment e~ eaen 
facility site, andany,o.ther relevant community 
building codes,. pro.vicled such' cenditio.ns or . 
,requirements. 'do. not l:encler the project site 

'infeasible'. While it is the PUc,.,s intent that 
local co.ncerns be incerperated ,into. the design, 
constructio.n, and operatio.n o.t' this system, no. 
additional permits from lo.cal autherities'are 
required as. a conditio.n et this. certificate. 

·2. The applicant will censult'with. Federal 
Aviatio.n Administration,. local co.unty 
deJ?art:lIlent' o.f, airperts.,. o.r other' 'appropriate' 
aviatien agencies cencerning the need·. for tower 
lighting,. height, o.r placement prior to. 
co.nstructio.n of each cell antenna • 

• 3-. . For future expansion antenna sites· which 
wo.uld allo.w the system; to. serve a larqer area, 
the applicant shall submit environlDental 
information t~ the PUC prior to. constructio.n er 
such antennas. The PUC will review this 
material and determine at that time whether any 
supplemental environmental documentation is 
requ'1red in a.cco.rdance with the provis.iens. of 
the CAlitorniaEnviro.nmental Quality Act. 
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H4. Construction at Cell Site No. 3 will take 
place entirely within the area currently in 
agricultural development and shall not encroach 
on the adjacent canal right-of-way. 

"5. construction and ~aintenance employees will 
~e notified of the proximity to existing san 
Joaquin kit fox habitat at site 3 and of the 
potential for kit fox USe at Site 2' and 
informed of appropriate measures to avoid 
harminq the kit fox. 

"6. The applicant will only grade those areas 
of Site 2 necessary tor construction of the 
access road, the modular equipment ~uilding and 
the antenna. The applicant will not 
subsequently develop- or distur~the remainder 
of Site 2 durinq its lease period. 

"7 • Through this doewuent and personal 
communication, the City of Delan~has been 
notified of US Fish and Wildlife Service and CA 
Department of Fish and Game concerns relating . 
to the use of Anienna Site No-. Zon the City's 
former landfill. . 

H8·. If construction begins after 60 days of the 
date of the original survey, Cell, Sites 2 and 3 
should be resurveyed for San Joaquin kit fox 
uSe and the results of the survey submitted to 
the U .. S. Fish and Wildlife Service .. " 

Appendix B attached to this decision. is a Notice of /' 
Determination which will ~e sent by the Commission to the Secretary 
of Resources (Resources) on applicant's. project to construct a 
cellular system. . Appendix A attached to this decision is. the 0 ' 
Neqative Declaration and related:,Notice of Publication for the 
five-cell MrSO system., The Neqative Declaration for Cell site 1 
and the M'l'SO is incorporated, within the attached Negative 
Declaration by reference. It is not necessary to append that 

Z In respect to those concerns, Delano modified its request that, 
. applicant grade the entire' site' to- the limited .. qrading indicated in" 
Condition 6. ' 

- .9' -



• 
A.87-12-040 ALJ/JJL/ek/ts 

referenced material to this dec~ion since we transmitted a Notice 
of Determination and a mitigated Negative Declaration for those 

" .',.,' ,.t:acilitie,s .to,: Resources .~ranch p,ursuant .,to;, 0.8,8.-03-029 •. , 
.' 10 ,', ..... ". ,,; """' •• " ; It., •. : . I, '.,t; ,I' '.' .:: • " ." ..... ,.... " "'. I "I ••• ,' 

• 

.0 

In the event ,that any facil,ities constructed pursuant to 
this decision do, not conform with any applicable local codes, 
ordinances,. etc. (othor than those codes requiring local permits)" 
applicant should inform the Commission in writing of such 
noncompliance prior to, construction 'ot the af'fe.cted component. 
,construction Funds and Working cash 

MCCA's retained earnings increased $3,.469,.2'6$ from. 
$31,98.4,160 on Oecember 31, 198.6 to $35-,453,428. on June 30, 198.7. 
BSC's retained year-end earnings increased from· $3,167,700,000 to 
$3,902,200,000, an increase of $734,500',000 for 198&. 

Applicant projects capital requ'irements are $5-,099,300 in 
the tirst year of its operations and additional requirements of 
$3-32,000 and $37S,000 in the ,second and' third years of its. 

• operationS~ Its estimated after-tax losses for the, first and· 
second year of its operations are $;L~57S~600. and. '$72&~000: MCCA 
and BSe have the capability to meet applicant's' financial 
requirements. 

Applicant's proposal to, fund early construction with 
funds from MCCA and BSe requires no further authorization from the 
Commissio~. If applicant proposes to issue long-:-term de):)t 
financing or to issue stock in the future, it should seek 
commission authority to issue securities in advance in a separate 
application. Based on 'applicant's' projections. shown in Tables 1 
and 2 below, we find that· its proposed operations are feasible.' 
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TABLE 1 

CELLULAR ONE OF BAKERSFIELD 
...... ,~,,:.: ;" ,r .. ~ :fjl •• ~ •• :. ';, " ': ,:." .. , :·.,..:,I~'. :".; ~ ,,' . ~.:'. :' it'lt; .•• , r" ': •• ,.-' .,."., ..... i/1, • I I, "t.1 .. , 

9gstomer Estimates 

X ear 
1 2 3 4 5 

.Est. 'total Growth of Market 
Est~ted Penetration 

2,000 3,000 . .'2,000 .2,.000 2,000 
0.6% 0.9% 1.3% 1':&% 2.0% 

SUbscriber Estimates: 
Beginning Subscribers 0 1,002- 1,.699 2,.63-5- 3,390 
New Sl.wscribel:s 1,153 973 1,.413 1,.493 1,.317 
canceled Subscribers 156 281 476 73-8 949 

'Total Subscribers (EOY) 1,.002 1,699 2,.635- 3,.390 4,25$ 

Avg. No. Subscribers 501 1,.351 2,167 3,013 3,324 
Avg. No. R.etail SUbscribers 401 1,031 1,..734 2,.410 3-,059 
Avg. No. Wholesale Subscribers 100· 270 433- 603- 765 

-' . 
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~2' 

'., ...... ,' ..... ,"j':' :.,:; .. ,,0; ','" '; ',.,; .. , :. ,.':", CELLULAR .ONE .. OF .. ,BAKERS~IELO·· 
, ' ., '. . ', ..... ' . ., 

.' ',., - I 

Pro- Forna In~2m~ ~~~~~m~D~ 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

:'i~AX: 
:L ~ J ~ ~. 

Revenues: 
Airtilne - Retail $ 384.9 $ 983.1 $1,5-17 .. 4 $2',045-.. 8 $2,572.2 
Airtilne - Wholesale 77.0 196.6 303.5- 409.2 514~4 

Monthly Access -
1,137 ~:9' Retail 149.1 401 .. 9 .' 644 .. 9 896.50 

Monthly Access -
Wholesale 28 .. 9 77.S· 124.8 173.5- 220, .. ,2 

Activations - Retail 27.3 23.S 33.9 35,.8 43.6, " 
ActiVations - Whole-

sale 4.50 ,3 .. 9 5.7 6.0 7 ... 3, , 
Equ.ipment Sales 672: .. 3 577 .. 9 ,835 .. 1 882.4 1,074~3- . 
Toll Revenue 41 .. 6- 106.2 '163.9 221 .. 0 277 .. 8-
Roamer Reov:enue 46.2' 118.0 l82.l 245 .. 5 30-8:.7' ,.' 
CUstom callinq .4.6· 11..:8- 18':2 24.6- ·30';;9-: " 
Installation Revenue 126.1 ·102:.l '167.4 J.79 .. 4 22'S:~O .. 

Credits &- Adjustments C~. ~) c:u. a) _ Cl§.~) C2;~. ~) C~Q'~2)':' 

Total Revenues J.,557.9 2;591 .. 0 3':,; 978:.7' 5,0950 .. 1 6,384~4 

Cost o~'Sales: 
" Cost o~ Goods Sold (57J. .. 4) (49'J..3) (709.9,) (750.1) (913 .. 2).' 

Toll Expense C~Q. Z) C1Q~. Q) (l~Q. §) C2:1~.~) . '2:12'.2) 
- ,'I 

(612.1) (5950 .. 3) (870 .. 5-) (960.6) (1 ,J.SS~4) , 

Gross Marqin 945.8 1,995-.7 3,108.2 4,128.5- S,199~O' 

Expense Estimates: 
Operations: 

Payroll Costs 128 .. 8 135-.'z 142.0 149.1 J.S6~6 
Interconnect Coats .. 96 .. 6- 246 .. 7 380 .. 8 ~1.3.4 645.5. ' 
Cell Site 28 .. 8 28.8- 28 .. 8- 28 .. 8 28'~8 
Other :2§.1. ~a.l ~§.l 2§:.1 ~§~ 1. 

.. . ' 
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1 2 

.Sales.« Marketil)q: ... "", ,".,.'.. .. 
; :.',pay'roll· costs' " .,' ". '" $lS5~'2' .... ,' "$l:38"~'9 

Agent commissions 136.4 117.3 
Ad.vertisinq & Promo. ,216 ... 4 150.4 
Other 43.e, 43.8 

Total sales & Mrkting. 

Gen. & Admin.: 
Payroll Costs 
Billinq 
Bad Debts 
Credit Checks 
Building Rent 
Other 

176 .. 1 
39.9 
18 .. 6 
54 .. 6-
76.8 

lS3,3 

450.4 

185.6 
66.S 
49 .. 2 
4&.9 
76.8 

188,4" 

Yea r 

" S:(88" ~ i " 
169.5 
202 .. 2-
43·a 

604.2 

194 .. 9 
92.7 
78.6 
67.$ 
76-.8-

193.4; 

4 

$)'99~'1' . 
119.1 
163.1 

46.8 

5$8. .. 1 

204 .. 6 
119.$ 
109.1 

71.6-
7&.S. 

198.4 

5 (t 

'. $23-6-"~7' 
21S~0 

'18..7.4 
50.8 

2'14.7 
145o~2 
13a'~3-

S.7 .. .z:· 
76:"S." 

203,2" 
,I., 

Total Gen. & AcUn .. 

Total Oper. Exp .•. 

operatinq Marqin 

549 .. 9 613-.7 704.1 7S0~0 865~4 

. capital Expenses~ 
Depreciation' . 
Amortization . 
Interest 

1,.414.0 1,.53-2.9' 1,.918.0 2,117.5 2,447.3-

(46S .. 2) 462".8' 1,190.2" 2,011~.0 2,75:1.' .. 7' '; 

620.8 
7.8. 

478'.8 

636:8' 
7.8-

544 • 8 

. 
6'5S' •. 2 

7 .. 8 
480.$! 

669.6· 
7.S. 

364.0 

II 

637.7 
7~S ... 

39Q.7 

Total Capital Expenses 1,1,07.4 1,.189 .. 4 1,.:1.43- .. 8 1,.041 .... 4 

Pretax Net Income 
(Loss) 

Provision tor Income 
Taxes 

Net Income (Loss) 
After Taxes. 

(:1.,S75 .. 6) (725.6). 

_--.)j0 .... ;;,~0 o. 0 

(1,50750 .. 6) (726.6) . 

46 .. 4 969. is- J. ,75S. S .. 

.,,' " 

0·2 _--.)jQ ..... ~9 (187, 7) 

46.4 969.6 1,,567.8:. 

cumm.ulative Net Income (:1.,.575-.. 6)(2,.302-.2) (2',.255.8) (1,28& .. 2) 
. ,. 

Retail PrOfitability (:1.,.207,710) (388.,.600) 96:,800 762,000 1,289,:;000 

(Red Figure) 

- 13 .; 



A.87-12-040 ALJ/JJL/ek/fs 

• Proscribed competition 
In 0.85-04-015" we stated "'PacTel Mo~ile Services should 

' .. ',.' ~ .... : .. '/:' not·.·))e . authorized , to,' function as. ,a reseller,:, of, .services ,whic::h. would 
> • " .' '. ' 

• 

• 

compete with similar services offered, directly or indirectly, ~y 
its affiliate, PacTel Mobile Access"'. Since this is our stated 
policy, it should apply to applicant and its affiliates as well as 
to PacTel Mobile services and its affiliates. Applicant's 

" 

subsidiary, BCTC, will be required to cease operations as a 
reseller so that its retail service will not compete with the 
resale services Of an affiliate. It would be reasonable to allow 
BC'XC to phase out its Bakersfield MSA . resale' services in an orderly 
manner. This phaseout should be completed. within 90 days after 
applicant places its cellular system in. service'. 
Raj:es 

Appricant~s proposed rates ~d tariffs 
detail in Exhibit I attached to the application. 
rates are 'identical to those of Contel.,3 . 

are set forth in 
Its proposed 

Ita basic rates tor retail service and tor bulk and . . , 

wholesale service are contained in Tables 3. and 4. 

3 Contel's service area includes service to the Visalia and 
FresnoMSAs as well as to- the BakerSfield MSA • 

- 14 -
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• • I j , 

TABLE 3 

I. ' .......... ,"", CELLULAR ONE OF BAl<ERSFIELD 
",,' " ...... ,H, ,".~ '" 'J::,~j--:."I.: ....... : ....... \; :;""";:';' .. ~.t, .... '.t '~,' ~ ..... "'.,.: .. ' " 

• 

• 

Pxpposed Retail Bates 

RAtES - RETAIL* 
A. Basic Service 

(1) Service Establishment (not effective 
until the ninety-first day followinq 
commencement of service to- the pUblic 
on Utility's system)** 

To process an order for a~ivation 
of one to five access numbers 
(per number per order) 

'roprocess an order for activation 
of one t~ five access numbers 
(per number per order) 

(2) Change*. 

To- 'add or remove optional feattlX'es . 
o~ temporarily suspend service . 
per a customer'$·request~ or change 
an access n~r affected. 
Per order 

(3) Access Charge, per number 

1'- 5 n'WDbers 
6 or more numbers 

(4) Usage Rates 

(a) PeakPeri04" per minute 
(1)) Off-peak Period, per minute 

$30.00 

$25.00 

$15.00 

$31.00 
$28.00 

" 

* These rates. cover all lanclline services necessary to complete 
and conduct calls !romcellular mobile terminals to lm.Y 
station in LA'rA 7. '. , 

** Changes not applicable to- activations or changes done tor the 
convenience of Utility. 

- 15- -
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CELLULAR ONE OF BAl<ERSfIELD 
"',',' '. ~ .,' .... • I 1 .. ,_ ., :. •• I ~ , •• ..... " ..... ' . 

Proposed Wholesale Rates 

BbTES - BULK « WHOLESALt 

A. BAsic Service 

(1) Number Activation (not effective until 
the ninety-first day following 
commencement of service to· the public 
on Utility's system)'* 

To process an order for activation of an 
access number, per number, per order 

(2) Change'* 

(3) 

(4) 

To add optional features or change an 
access number affected., per order 

Access·Charqe 

For each. access nUlDber (minimum initial 
order of 50, and subsequent orders'in 
blocks of 10 numbers) 

Usage Rates'*'* 

(a) Peak Period 
(b) Off-peak Period 

$20.00 

$10.00 

Per Honth 

$24.00 

$ .28 
$ .1& 

'* Not applicable to- n'Ul1lber changes·or activations. done for the 
convenience of the Utility. 

w,* These rates cover all landline services neces~ to- complete 
and. eonductcalls from cellular mobile terminals. to any station 
inLA1'A 1. Charqes for the landline portion. of mobile-. 
oriqinated calls to. other destinations outside LATA 7 will·))e 
billed to the subscriber or reseller over and. above the usaqe 
rates speCified herein • 

- 16- -
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Fjndings of Fact 
1. Applicant holds a construction permit trom the. FCC .tor a 

' ...... ' cel'lularftradiotelephone .system. in ... the.,Bakersfield. MSA., .. ' : .' ' . .',. 
:2. Applicant proposes to construct an MTSo-S. cell system to. 

serve the Bakersfield MSA. The signal from one of its cells will 
overlap into the Visalia MSA. The Visalia WAW ~lock carrier do.e.s 
not o~ject to the .overlap. 

3. Applicant has neqotiated an" interconnecti~n agTeement 
with Pacific to allow operations of the proposed system toconneet 
to the wireline network. It may also interconnect with 
Continental's system. 

4. Cell siteequipme.nt will ~e supplied ~y Ericssen, a 
company, which has the demonstrated ability to. install cellular 
radiotelephone systems in california. 

s.. 'rb.e 39 dBu· contours. surrounding cells 2 alld 4. ~e 

isolated trom· the other system contours. '!'he terrain between cells 
2 and 4 and in turn between the. other cells of ·the system does not 
contain barriers to signal propaqation. 

, , 

6. 'Applicant proposes to tund construction and its initi~ 
operations with funds trom advances trom its ultimat~ corporate 
parents,. MCCA and BSC. MCCA and BSC have the capability t~provide 
that tundinq. 

7. This' decision has not de'termined that applicant' s 
construction proqr~· is necessarily reasonable tor rate-fixinq 
purposes. 

8.. Applicant estimates it will serve l,002 subscribers. in 
the tirs~ year of its operations, qrow;l.nq to 4.,.258 subscribers in 
the tifth year of its operations. .. 

9. Applicant. has the ability, experience,. and tin;ancial 
resources to perform the proposed services .. 

lO. Public convenience and necessity require the service 
proposed by applicant. 

- l7 -
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11. Applicant plans to o~fer both wholesale and retail 
services in the Bakersfield MSA. 

1Z. Applicant's affiliate, BCTC provides resale services in 
the Bakersfield, Visalia, and Fresno MSAs. We will require BCTC to 
phase out its resale service in the Bakersfield MSA within 90 days 
after applicant's cellular system is placed in service. 13. 

Under Rule 17.1.d .. of our Rules of Practice and Procedure, 
applicant prepared a PEA tor its entire' system. It was required to. 
undertake further environmental stUdies for cell sites Z·to S to 
evaluate the possible impact of construction on endangered species.: 
Those studies are incorporated in applicant's supplemental PEA. 

14. CACD prepared an initial,Negative- Declaration tor the' 
Ml'SO and Cell Site 1. That Negative Declaration, with minor 
corrections, was approved by the Commission and a Notice of 
Determination was filed with 'the Offiee of Planning and Researeh. 
CACD prepared another Mitigated Negative Deelaration for sites Z to 
S, which incorporates the original Negative Declaration by 
reference. 

15. ~he Commission is the lead agency ,under CEQA tor 
determination of environmental effects of the project under 
consideration. 

16. ~he proposed project will have no· si~niticant ef~ect on 
the environment due to,circumstances,andmit~gation measures 
peeuliar to the' project as set forth in the Negative Declaration. 

17.' As no comments to the Negative Declaration issued by the 
commission have been received, and there were no protests to the 
application, a public hearing is not necessary. 

18. ~he Commission has reviewed the Negative neclaration 
attached, as Appendix'A arid the initial Negative Declaration 
contained in 0.88-03-0Z9. 

- 18 -
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19. Applicant's proposed rate schedules for the Bakersfield 
MSA are identical to those provi~ed by Contel, the w~reline ~B~ 
cellular provider except for the territory served. Contel is 
providing service in the Bakersfield, visalia, and Fresno. MSAs. 
!=Onclusion:i of Law 

1. The application should be granted as provided in the 
following order. 

2. Applicant is sUbject to the user fee system set forth in 
PU Code Section 401, et seq. The' surcharge for fiscal year 1987-

1988 is 0.1%. 
3. Applicant's proposed rates fer who.lesale and retail 

service and its other proposed tariffs should be authorized. 
4. Applicant is a FCC cellular communications licensee and 

hence :must use the Uniform System of Accounts established. by 
0.86-01-043. in OIR 85-03-075-. 

S. The proposed funding ef applicant by its ultimate parent 
corporations, MCCA and asc, is reasonable. No further authority 
from the Commission is required for that funding • 

6. The. Commission should adopt the attached Negative 
Declaration attached as Append~ A including the mitigating 

, . . 
meastlres identified therein. 

7. Because of the public interest in effective competition 
this order should be made effective today. 

8. Applicant should consult with CACO to demonstrate the 
adequacy of its signals between the 39 dBu contours. surrounding 
cells 1 and 3 and between those contours and· the contours 
surroundinq cells 1 and 3. If necessary, CACD s~ould advise 
applicant and the Commission'of the need for an additional cell(s) 
to. improve the signal between the 3-9 dBu contours. 

9'. Applicant may be required to. construct additional cells 
to. permit its. signal to cover 75% o.f the Bakersfield CGSA within 36-
lnonths after issuance of the construction permit. 

- 19 -
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10. In the event that any facilities constructed pursuant to 
this decision do not conform with any applicable local codes, 
orainances, etc. (other than those codes requiring local permits), 
applicant shoula inform the Commission in writing of such 
noncompliance prior to construction of the affected component. 

11. It would not be reasonable for applicant to proviae 
retail service in competition with its affiliate, BC'l'C. 

Only the amount paid to' the State tor operative rights 
may be used in ratefixinc;;. The State may qrant any number of 
rights and may cancel or modify any monopoly feature of these 
rights at any time. 

FXHAL ORDER 

11" IS ORDERED that: , 
1. A certificate of public convenience ana necessity is 

granted to Cellular One of Bakersfield. (applicant) to- construct anc; 
operate a cellular mobile telecommunications system in the 
Bakersfield Metropolitan Statistical Area (~A). 

2. Within 30 days after this order is effective applicant 
shall file a written acceptance of the certificate of public 
convenience and. necessity with the Commission's Evaluation ana 

" -

Compliance Division (CACD). ' 
" 3.. Applicant shall keep Its books. as directed by the trniform' 

System of Accounts tor cellular communications 'licensees as 
prescribed by Decision (D .. ) 8.6-01-043. 

4.. The Negative Declaration as· set forth in Appendix A to 
this decision· is approved including-the mitigation measures set 

, ' -

forth therein; it includes,by reference the Neqative Declaration_-
attached to D.88-03:-029 previously transmitted . by Notice ot 
Determination to- the Office ot Planning'and Research .. 

- 20 
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s. In constructing its system, applicant shall undertake the 
environmental mitigation measures identified in the Negative 
Declaration as lawfully required by local authority. 

&. The applicant will consult with appropriate local public 
agencies on project details such as the design, co.lor, and type of ' 
materials used in the antenna towers, the specific configuration ot 
equipment on each facility site, and any other relevant community 
building codes, providing such conditions or requirements d~ not 
render the project infeasible. While it is: the Commission"s intent, 
that local concerns be incorporated into. the design,. construction, 
and operation of this system, no. additional permits from local 
authorities are required as a condition o.f this certificate. In 
the event that any certified facilities do not conform with any 
applicable local codes,", ordin~ncesr, etc. (other than those codes 
requiring local permits), applicant shall inform the Commission in' 
writing of such noncoxnpliance:prior to. construction of the affected' 
component. 

7. For future expansion antenna sites t~ serve other 
portions of this market area,. applicant shall submit'environmental 
information to the commission"s CACD prior to. construction of such 
antennas. The CACD will' review this material, and determine: at that,:,' 
time whether any supplemental environxnental documentation is 
required in accordance with the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 

s. 1'he Executive Director, as r,equired by Publie Resources 
Code § 2110a,. shall file with theotfice o.f Planning and' Research a" 
Notice 'Of Determination as set forth in Appendix B to this 
decision. 

9. Applicant shall notify CACD in writing of the day it 
starts operating .. , 

10. ~he Executive Director shall mail a copy of this decision 
to, Bakersfield Cellular" Telephone, company (BCTC) .. 

- 21-
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11. On or after the effective date of this order, applicant 
is authorized to file wholesale and retail tariff sehedules in 

... ~ '\ 'accordance, with: Exb:ibit ,I,attaeh~d.·.to,'it~.,application •.... The.tiling, 
shall comply with General Order Series 96 and shall be effective 
not earlier than ~ days after filing. 

12. On or before 90 days atter placing it$ cellular system in 
operation, ~e will require ~CTC to surrender its res~ller 
certificate for the Bakersfield MSA and to'discontinue providing 
retail service in the Bakersfield MSA. This 90-day period will 
provide a transition period,to- transfer the B~C customers in the 
Bakerstield MSA to applicant. 

l~. Applicant shall eonsult. with the aCt) on the adequacy of ' 
its signal between the 39 dBu contours surrounding cells i and 4 

and between those cells and cells 1 and ~. If~ necessary, CACD 
shall advise applicant and the Commission. of the need for an 

• 
additional cell (s) to improve the &i9nal between the 39 dBu 
contours • 

12. This application is granted: as set forth above. 
The order is effeCtive today_ 
Dated MAY 1.1 1988·. , at san Franciscc>, california • 
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APPENDIX A 

NOTICE 

PUBLICATION OF A NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Page 1 

.,,' Deser'ipti'o";"Of" 'PropoSed"Act10n:''': 'Co"ly14-r' Ol\&'~'o'" Sakers1ield __ "a 11censee' of, 
tl'le Fedel"a' Communications CommissionoP h4~ app1 fed to the Cal1'1'orn1a Publ1c 
Ut111tios Commiss10n (PUC) for approval of' a Cer"ti1'1cato of Pub11c Conven1ence 
and Necessity for the installation and opel"ation of a mob1·'e te1ephone system 
to serve the Bak.ersf1eid Standard MetropoHtan Statistical Mea CSMSA) 1n Kern 
County~ A Negative Declaration (SCMI 880ll806) was. prepared and circulated 
fOl" two of thes1x "acl' 1t1,e's within tho prop05eo 'system and is hereey 
lncorporated 1nto this Nogative Doclaration. The rema.1nins fOUl" fac1'l'ftfes 
/'lave been tl'le subject of a bi010gica1 survey conducted pursuant to S~te and 
federal gu1del1nes for endangered -species consultation. The PUC /'las. prepared 
an Init1al Study and Negative Dec1aration descrie-ins the proposed projectoP its 
env1ronmentaT 'Impacts,. and the conc11t1ons that vnl be imposed to ensure the 
project will not caus.e any significant environmental impacts_ 

". 

• 

Where Document Can Be Rev.iewed: The subject Negat'f.vO" Dec1al"atfon may be 
I"eviewed at the offices 0" tl'IeCal1fornia Public Utilities. Commfss10n,.. 1107 -
9th Street, Suite no" Sacramento, CAoP or at 50S~ Van Ness, PUC cGntl"ai F"ile 
Room, San Franc1,sco, CA. 'Copfes can be obtained by call1.ng the PUC at C4lS) 
557-2400 .. 

Review Period:, Trle subJect.· Ne!jlat1ve Oec;,.aration is ava11at>1e for a 2o-day 
put>lic review pel"io<.! from March Z .. 1988-to March 22" 1988.' , Comments ,must be 
received 'In wr'lt'fng by close of business on March 22,,198a.. WI"1tten comments 
should be addressed to: 

Ms .. E'a1,ne Russel1 
CaHfol"n1a Public Ud1'fties Commfss'fon 

1107 - 9th-Street,. Su 1te no 
,Sacramento, CA. 95614 

, '. 

." 
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NEGATIVE OECLARATION 
.' . 

PURSUANT TO DIVISION 13 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RESOURCES COOE 

,Project pqscr1pt1on: The Californ1a Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 
, propo~s;·to:-·· gl"'ant:'" «PP'ro'va'l :-: for :; 'a" Cert ~ f'tcate' . of· . Pub,' 1e ·,Corwen.1 ence ano_ 

Necossity to Cel1ular One of Bakersff.e'd for the insta11ation and operation of 
a mObile telepnone system to serve Kern County. 

The proposeo project eons'fst:. of the instal1atfon of five new ar'Itennas and a 
Mob11e Telephone Switching Office CMTSO) within Kern County. A Negative 
Declaration was previously prepared and e1reuiated and a Notice of 
Oet~r"I'I'Iinat10n t'ned for the MTSO and Antenna S'fte 1,. both w1tMn the City of 
Bakersf'fe1d CSCH# 88011806-). That doeument is hereby fncorporated into tl'l1s 
N~gativo Oeclaration. Antonna Sites 2 through $ were the subject of 
biologica1 surveys conducted pursuant to State And federal EndansorcC1 S\>eC'fe::o 
Act gL!1del1nes. As a I"osu't of ,the surveys,. Antenna S·1te~o. 3 was reloeatec 
a.ndconQit10ns placed on the use- of Antenna Site No •. 2to avoic l>otent1al 
effects on the State- and fec!era'ly-Hstea San Joaquin kit fox. The subject. 
Negative Oe-el arat.i on has been prepared covering relo<:ated Antenna S1'te No. 3-
and AnteM4 Site Nos .. 2, 4 anc! 5-. 

The app'icant has b,een ·1 fcensed by. the FCC to- serve the Bakersfield,. 
Calffornia cellu1ar market ... The appHcant current1.y seeks the app·rova.1. of the 
CaHfornia Pul>11c Ut1Ht .. fe$ Commiss1'on to construct. remaining" Antenna Cel's 2, 
3,' 4 a.nd 5. 

Findings: An Inftia1 Envi ronmenta.l Study (attached' was· preparect'tl) assess 
the project's effects on the envfronment and the s1gnfffcance of those 
effects. Based upon a the initia.' study,. tne project w11' not ha.ve any 
substantia' adverse effects on the environment. Thfsconelusion is supported 
by the fo11owing find1.ngs:. 

1. The proposed te1ephone system, w111 not have a significant effect. 
on t.he geolosy,. sons, c1fmate .. hydro1osy,. vegetat'1oJ\, or wi1d·Hfe 
of the a.nt~nna or switch'fng.office s'ttes.. The site of Cel1 No. 3 
has been relocated and'conoitions have been p, ace on t.he use of 
Ceil Site 12 to avof·d potential effect on t.he San Joaquin kit fox.. 

2. 

3. 

The proposed telephone system wHlnot have a s'fgn'ffieant effect 
on municipal or socia' services. utility service$.~ or communit.y 
st.ructure .. 

The proposed telephone system wJll not have a'significant adverse 
effect on aJr 0·1" waterqua11.ty,.the exist.ing cfrculat.10n syst.em, 
amb·ient noise 'evels ... or pub1.1.c health. 

4. Because ind1v1Qua1. telephone systems operate at. a low power leve' 
in frequeneybands wen separated from·te1ev1s1on and I)rd'1.n.ary 
broadcasting frequencies,. no sign-if'fcant interference with radio' 
or telev1's10nrecept10n 1's ant.1.c1pated • 
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5. Whi'e the new ~owers wi" be visible from some surrounding ~re~s# 
'. the visu~l' imp~cts are :minimized 'because' of the distance between 

most.v1ewers and the antenn~ sites# the specific locations. of the 
antenna sites in rural sett1ngs# ~nd their respeC't1ve des.igns. 
All the antenna sites have been selected so as to minimize their 
respective environmental impact~ while still providing the precise 
radio coverase required by the PUC. 

" '~"" .•. " : .,,"' •• ,'. ".1, ,_. \0 ..... :.:>' ',' 1,'-\-,,'.: ·It· ·I,·,:: .. · •. ~· \.:', .... ,!,:. t'.·.I •• ~·." •• r~ ...•. ,., •.•• ,. 14 1 .\- ~,'" :. __ ' ...... , tl .'. 

To assure that significant adverse' effectS, do not occur ,as a resu1't of this 
projeet# the fol'owing conditions are incorporated into this Negative 
Dec1aration: ' 

1. The app1icant wl1l consult w'ith the approp,riate loca' public 
agenci,es on project",detal1s such, as the design# color# and type of 
materials used in the antenna towers# 'the specific conHguration 
of ec;uipment on each facility site,. and any other relevant 
community. bul1di n9 cOdes, p'rovided such conditions or rec;uirements 
do not render the project site 1,nfoas.ible •. Wh11e it 1:s the PUC~s 
intent, that local concerns be incorporated into the desfgn,. 
construction, and operation of'th'fs system, no additional permits 
from local authorities are reC;Uiredas a cond'ftion of this 
certfficate .. 

2. The Applicant wnl consult with Federal Aviation Ac1min1strat1on,. 
local cou~ty d.pa~ent of airports~ or·oth.r,approp~1at. aviation 
agencies concerning the need. for tower 1 ishti.ng,.. height,. or­
placement 'p-r10r toconstruct10n of each cell .antenna .. 

3 .. For futu're expans1'on, antenna sites· wMCh would' allow the system to 
serve a larger area,. . the Applicant sha" submit environmental 

'information to the PUC p,rior to .construction of. such antennas. . 
The PUC wil' review this .materi·al and determ1'ne at that time 
whether any sUPI>1emental environmental documentation is requfr~: 
in accordance with, the provisions of t/'IeCaHfornia Environmental 
Cua' ity Act. 

4. ConstruC'tion at Cell Site No .. 3- w'11l take place enti'rely within 
the area currently in, agricultural development and sha11 not 

. encroach on the adjacent canal right-of-way. 

5. Construction and maintenance employees will: be notif1:ed of the 
proximfty to existing San Joaquin kit fox habitat at Site 3. and of 
the potentfa.' for kit fox. use at S1'te .2 and informed' of 
appropriate measures to av01d·harm1'ng the kit fox. 

5. The app,Hcant will only grade those areas of Site Z necessary for' 
construction of the access road# the modu1ar equ'fpment',bu1ldfng , 
and the antenna. The applicant' will not subsequently develop- or 
disturb the remafnder of, Sfte Z durfng1ts lease perfed. 

7. Through thfs document and personal convnun1'cation,~ the C1tyof 
De'ano has been· notified'of Us. Ffsh and·W.11dHfe Servfce and CA 
Department of Fish and Game concerns relating to the use o·f 
Antenna Site No .. .2 on' the City'''s former 1 andfil 1 • 

,.' 

. ' 
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8. If construction beSins ~fter 60 days of the date of the orisin~1 
survey, Ce" Sites 2 ~nd :3 shou1d ee resurve.Yed for San Joaql.lin 
kit fox use and the resu1ts of the surve'y submitted to the U.S. 
Fish and W11d11fe Service. 

Copies of this Nesative Oec1aration and("In1tia1 Stud.Y may be Obtained by 
!ddressing a request to the preparer: 

, ... " .... : .,' " .• :., ... ,." ;., ", ; :"i' ": .', 'i' Caltf·orn'f·a 'Pub·Hc Ut1l1·t·ies Commission·"··.· ,." . , " 

•• 

.0 

1107 - 9th Street, Suite 710 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Attention: Elaine Russe" 
(916) 324-6195· 

E1 tin~ Russe1 1, ReglJlatory and Env1 ronmenta1 Coordinator 
Ca1iforn1a Pub11c Ut111ties Commission 

. . .' 
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I. BACKGROUNO INFOR~~TION 

A. ~me of pro1get: 

Cellul~r One of B~kersf1eld 

eel 1 ul ~r' One of B~kersf'f eld.. a , 1censee of the Feder~' 
Commun'fcat'fons Commfssion .. tlas apI)1 fed to· the Cal 'ffornfa Pub,1ie 
'Utn i'ties Commission (PUC) 'for ~pprova~ of a Certificate of Pub'l'lc 
Convenience ~nd Necessity for the 'fnsU"~t'fon ~nd operation, of 4, 
mobile te1ephol'le system' to, serve the B~kersfie'd Standard 
Metropolitan St~t1st1ca\ Area CSMSA' in Kern County_ A Ne9~tfve 
Declarat1onCSCIoil 88011806) was prepared .. circulated and certified 
for the system's Moone Telephone Switching Office CMTSO) and Cell 
Site No. 1 ~nd fs nereoy 1ncorpor~ted' fnto this document. Th15 
Init1~l Study is 11'1 support,of a M1tfg~ted Negative Oeclaration on 
eel' Sites 2. 3. 4 and S..t 

The cellular system w1'1 consfst of a an MISO and five cel' sites 
or transmftt'fng/rec:e1v1ng statfons located in the cellular 
geograph1'c service area (CGSA) _ The applicant ,1"s seeking app·roval 
of Antenna Sftes 2 .. 3 .. 4 arid S. All eell s'ttesare -11'1 the rural, 
unfncorpo·r~ted .. ar~a of Kern County. (See F'fgure 1) 

The proposed ce'l ular"srstem is' 1'ntencled to· p.rov,ide a w1'de variety 
of 'oca' and' 10ng distance ,comml.ln1cations bebeen fixe<! 
(office/home) and mobile (motor vehicles/portable units.) stat1'ons. 
or 'between two mob,11eun1ts. C.1lular telephones can be used for 
regular business and personal telephone conversations ... as. we'll as. 
for- emergency serv'fces such as police, med1ea.l,.. and'ffre agencies,. 
This system wou·, d funct10n' asanextens'fon of the- p·resent 
telephone network in Kern County. There is only one other ~n. 
telephone service company that is l1censed to· serv." the project 
area. 

Mobile telephone systems operate by us1'ng low power rad'!o­
transmitter/receivers ~1tuatec1,nea .. the center of small {ZS to-10 
mne diame~er' geographical units ca"edc~"s... Each. mobne phone 
communicates using rad1'o S19n415" to' or from, the cel1 's antenna_ 
The ce" antennas are connected to a centl"al sW'itcMng office by 
wi re l1'nes or microwave un,its.. The central sw1tch1ng off1c~ 
a1ft:omatical1y' passes a te1ephone conversation, 'from, cen to' cell as 
the mobl1e unit moves through theserv1ce area. 'lfR~er 
agreements'" perm,'ft s'fmf1 arly continuous serv'tce when un,fts move-, 
between. servfce areas • 

1 
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On Ap~f' 9, 1981, the Fedora' Communfcations Commission (FCC) 
adopted rules for tne installation and oper~t1on of ce,lular 
telephone systems. Tne provisions 1ncl~de: 

1. There w11l be two ce"ular systems per market area. Each 
defined ma~ket area 1sr'basod upon standard metropo' itan 
statistical areas. 

t .... ',I ~I' '. ,,, "\" '\ ',', ,. I, ", , •••• '. ',:' ...... ' .,', i',. { • I, ' • ," •• '\,'. • 'I :. 

2." Twenty 'C20) MHz is held in reserve for 'a'l 
services. 

3. There are no , 1m1ts on the number of markets that ean be 
served by a single ce"ula~ mobile ~adi0 service CCMRS) 
operator. 

4. Licensees and afH11ates 0.1' Hcensees are a' lowed 'to 
manufacture I"'adio, equipment. 

5. Telephone companies wnl be l"'eClu1~ed 'to estab11sh a fu'1y 
separate subsidiary to p,rov1de CMRS .. 

" 

6. Wire line companies' must p,rov1de equal interconnection to 
all cellular systems .. 

7., The FCC .w11 1 preempt the State jurisdictions with regard to 
1ict)nsing. but wil, not reguJate rlte$~ 

8. Tne FCC has found: that pof.nt-to-pofnt microwave and other . 
_ -,reguhr cell ular telephone rad1·o-tr~ln!ill1fss1onsdo- not pose a 

human health huard if properly designed and constructed .. 

The CaUforn1a Public Utf11t1es Commfss1on.rs. Rule 17'.1 of Practice 
and Procedure ent1tled. "SpeCial Proce'dure for Imp~ementation of 
the California Envfronmental' O,ual1.ty Act of 1970"'. and the' 
Cal i1'ornia Env'ironmental O,ual1ty Act (CECA> requ'fre 4n 
environmenta' rev1ew: of all developmental p.rojects before the PUC 
can i'$$,u& a Certff,fcate of Public Convenience and Neeess'fty for" a 
project. such 4S the proposed K~rn County mob,'fle telephone system. 

Depending upon, dem4nd. the Company may cons'fder exp4nding tMs 
system 'to provide ce11ular telephone serv'fce to· other" portions of 
the I),roject area in the future. The fnstanat10n 0.1' antennas not 
covered in tMs' document would require additional env1'ronmental 
'review by the CoIMl1ss'fon. 

As noted above. the' p.roposed ce"u1ar telephone system w111 
consist 0.1' -(·'fve ,radio towers ancl 4 centralfzed, mobfle telephon.· 
switch1ng off1c~ (MTSO). F1gure 1. disp,lays.the reg10nalsett1ng, 
of the system. Figures 2 throughS show-Antenna Sftes. 2 through 5, 

2 
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in reJ at10n to surrounding terrai n features.. Tl'le fol l0w1 ns is a 
descr1~tion of the four antenna sites that'are the subject of this 
Init1al Study and the equipment that win be insta"ea at each: 

1. Cell 2 (Delano) 
l023 Mettler Avenue, Delano 

." .... ~:" . .' ......• :"'~ .. :'.,. 't.·~.,.;"·· 1·.The .. antenna .. ~n'"th.1s:·cel1.w.1.1".be.on: .. approx:fma.teJy 4.5, acres.· 
.• of vacant lan'd a10ng Mettler Avenue, approximate'y one­

quarter mi1 e north of Garces Highway.. The antenna wou'd be 
on a ~ort1 on of the closed De1'ano 1 andfil 1 on property 
leased from the C1ty of OelMo.. Tho lan<1f111 was closed 
.approx1mato'y 10 >,04r~ 4~O .and tho proporty nas boen unu~od 
s1 nee that: 'tim... ihe s.1te has. a r01 Hng torra1 n 4~ th$ pit$ 
and tl'le fn1 dfrt that were deveJoped for- the JandfnJ were 
1eft ungraded when the landf1n was closeG.. (See Figure Z) 

• 

• 

On-site vegetation consists. of introduced grasses .. 

Su .... ounding land uses inelude the Cfty ·of DeJano·Waste Wa'tel"' 
Treatment Plant to :'the north,.agMcuitural and ruraJ 
res 1 dences to the east and wes.t,. and a ret 1 rement p roj act 
800 feet to the southeast.· There are no- residences w~thin 
300 feet and fewer than. 6- w1thfn, a'mile of the- s'fte ... The­
property is zoned nun,. Unclass1ffed. The Assessorts Parcel 
Number- 1} 048-100 .. 01. 

Nearby land uses· are p.reclom'fnantJY 6gl"''fcu1tur-aJ~' 'Vo'fee- of 
Amer-fca towers are' app.rox1mate1y on ... quartel'" ml1e to the 
south of the p,r-oJect,. south of Garces. Highway.' 

The facf1 ity wn 1 have a 280~foot gu~ied steel tower- an<:f a 
one story 12 foot by 30 .footconcrete p.re-engineerecl 
structul"'e that would house 'eJ ec:tron1c equipment.. Two· 
microwave dlshes and three 13-foot wMp- antennae will b.;t 

mounted at the top of the tower.. Three guy w'fr-es w'f1' 
extend out at 120 'degree angles . from the antenna at 
approx.'fmately 240 feet horizontal distance from the antenna 
base. Thes1te·· wi11 be accessed by pub-He roads" and by an 
ex'fst1ng roadway on the west side of the p.roperty. 

Construet'fon of the fac111tywould necess'ftate grad1ng a 
s1Tl41' port'fon of the old p.1t and fill area to proV'lde access 
to. the antenna from the ex1st1"ng road, on the' west· side 'and 
to· p-rov'fde a fiat base fol'" the antenna and the concrete 
structure. A six-foot high chain, 1 ink fence w11'l. surround 
the ant'enna and the concrete structu re. A.' 1 assoc1'ated 
e1ectron.fc equ'fpment. will be housed 1n the conere'te 
structu reat the base of the ·antenna • 
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~eJ' 3 (EAoama Lane) 
South side of Panama Lane~ one-haif mile east of the 
1ntersection of P,anama Lane and Enos Lane. 

The antenna in this eel' wi" be on app~ex1mate'y S ac~es of 
agricultura1ly deve10ped land in a rurai area west of 
Bakersfield that is devoted primarily to agriculture and 011 

':' .. ,,:.: I • .';~" prOduction •. :,·Dur1,ns.the",P:dst y.earr".the site .hu been,. ~n ' ..... ,' 
, 'cotton production'. 'Land adjacent ,to 'the site 15. a1so fn 

cotton production... Irrrnecliately to the ~est of the site is a 
canal. Agr'fculture and on product1.on are the iand uses in 
the vicinity of the site. The Assessor's Parcel Number 15 
l60-130-04-00,. PM #82-8S.. (See F'fgure 3' 

3 .. 

Currently the site is bare; the property has been in cotton 
production within the past year. 

The site ~Jll include an antenna and a 12 foot by 30 foot 
concrete pre-engineered structure.. The antenna wi" consist 
of a guyed tower approximately 280 feet high. Four 
microwave dbhes and: three 13-foot high antennae ,w'i11 be 
mounted on the po-'e~, Three suy w1res w1n extend out a1:120 
desree angles. from the antenna at approximately 240 feet 
horizontal distance from the,antenna base. Construction, of 
the tower wi" 1 requir:-e some grading to provide' a foundat10n 
and' a· driveway~ and the 1nstallation of a six foot h1gh. 
cha'!n lfnk fence surrol,md1ng t~e tower an.d the concrete 

, structure. . " 
The s1te 'wnl be ac.cessed· by Panama Lane (a pu·b.l1c road) and 
by private'access granted' by Tenneco Land Company. 

Ce1J4 (the Lost Hl1 J s' 
Approx1mately 4 m.l1es, east and 2 mnessouth of Blackwells 
Corner on the Antelope,P1afn of west Kern County.(.See 
Figure 4) 

TMs approx1mately 4-acre site is· on vacant agr.-1cu'tul"al 
land used for grazing. Surrounding land uses w1th1n sight 
distance of the parce1 are a'" agr1cu,ltura't.. The nearest 
r,esidence is two miles' from site. The subject p,roperty is 
zoned' "A"': - Agricultural. ,The Assessor's Parcel number is 
068-250-22. 

Vegetation on-site 1$ weedy and sparse due partly to-
. grazing. '. 

The site will fnclude' an antenna and a 12 foot by 30 foot· 
concrete pre-engineered· structure':' .Tne antenna w1'11 cons1st 

. of a guyed' steel tower approxfmately 280 feet high •. Four 
m1crowave dishes and three 13-foot high- antennae win be 
mounted on the po-1e .. · Three guy wi.res w111 extend out a 120 
degree ansl es from. the antenna at approximately' 240 feet' 
horizontal d1stance from the antenna base. Construction of .. 

4' 
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the tower wi" require minima' gr~~ing to ~rovide a 
foundat1on and a dr1v~ay, and the 1nsta'1a't1on of ,a six 
foot h1gh chain 1 ink fence surrounding. the 'tower and the 
concrete structure. '. 

The site .... 11 1 be accessed by exist1 ng ~ub' 'Ic r.oads and (" .' 
private access granted l>y Paramount Fal"TT,1ng Company. 

, ...... /' ; . "'~·':4~·":.'" ~"ckJ'i "s'1te-s-"{Wbee'ief'R'!CgC"'~ ' ...... , ...... ' ,,': .. ':,, .. , --..... " . 
Atop Wheeler Ridge east of Coal on Canyon in the Wheeler 
Ridge 01~ F1e'd~ southern Kern Count~ 

This site is in an devel.o~ed onfield in the foothills of 
the T~hachap1s~ approximately l~700 feet above the va11ey 
floor. The antel'lna and concrete structure .... 01.l1d be placed 
on land that was previously the site of a large .... ater tank. 
The metal bottom of the water tank would be removed ~r10r 'to 
construction. 

l.and uses surroundi,ng .. the site are preGom'tnantly on 
prOduction and cattle grazing. There is an ex.isting- radio 
tower ap~roximate'y 450 feet to the south on the summit of. 
the Wheeler Peak. The nearest residence 1$ 15 m'ties 
distant. 

I, " 

The ·s1'te w11 1 'fnclude an antenna and a 12 foot by 30 foot 
concrete 'pre-engineered structure.' The antenna wn1 cons1's't 
of a guyed steel tower approximately 280 'feet high. Two­
microwave dishes and three 13-fpot high atl't.ennae w.1.l" be 
mounted on the,po,'e-.. Three gay: wires, wi"" eXtend out at 120 
degree angles from, the antenna' for approx1'mate1y 240 feet' 
horizontal from the antenna base. Construc:'t1'on of the.tower 
w,n, require removal of the tank bottom and, grad1ngto 
prov1'de a foundat1on and a dr1veway~ 4nd the i'nsta"at10n of 

. a six-foot high. chain Hnk fence surrounding the towel" and' 
the concrete structure. 

. 
The 50ite win be accessed by existing, pul>l1c roads and 
existing· p,r1vate access granted:l>y' Tenneco l.and Company. 

O. Lead Agency Contact Person: 

Ms. E1aine Russe" Energy Resources Branch 
CaHfornia Pub11cUt111ties Comm1sston 
1107 -.9th Street~ Suite 710 
Sacramento~ CA 95814 
(916)' 322:-7316 

E. l.e4d Agency: 

Calfforn1a Pub' ic Utf11ties Commission 
505 Van Ness 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
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G. RO$pons1b10 Asonc1e~: 

'Except for 'the Ca11forn'la Pub11c Ut111't1es. Commi:;ston, no other 
State or 1oca1 4senc1es have discretionary approva1 over ce11u1ar 
te1ephone systems. 
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.• II."ENVIRONMENTAL. IMPACTS 

, . 
~ 4. .. 

.,' 

• 

; .. : ,;.A. ,1'.1. Geo.logy/Geomorphology •. ,.w~n. the. '" ." ....... '. : " ... .. 
, proposa' resu1t in: " '."',' 

, , 

1. Unstab1e earth conditions or 
changes 1n ge010g1c substructures? 

2.' Chanses. in topography or any 
lJn1~ue ge010g1c or phys1ca1 features 
of the site? 

... , .. '".'.' .... 1~.1 

The foundations for some of the 'tewers. wn, I"ec;ufre a miner amount of 
sradfng~ This gracfng w111 resu1t in a minor,. 1ns1gn.'!'f1cant 
modiffcat1on of theex1st1ng topog:aphy of the proSect sites. 

3-. Exposure of peop1e or property 
to major geologie hanrds{earth­
quakes,. slides,. subsidence,. 
11 quefacti.on,. volcan,'f,sm) 'l 

l~ Disruptions,.' ~fsp'acements,. , 
compaction, or overcoverfng ~f the 
5011 'l 

, " 

X,. , 

At Cell .site No .. 2,. the proj.ect w111 require minor gradfns for s'fte, 
access and foundation., In addition, the s'ite owner,. the City of Delano,. 
requires the entire site be graded.' 

c. 

2. Increased erosi'on from wind or 
water'? 

3.. Changes in deposition oreros1on 
of beach sands,. or changes in slltation,. 
deposition or erosion,.whiCh. may mOd.1.fy 
the channel of a river or stream or the 
bode! the ocean or a~y bay,. inlet or 
1ake'l' ' 

Air Oua11ty/Climate. Win the proposal 
result in: 

1. Substantial air emissions or 
deteri.Oration of ambient airqua11ty'l 

2. Creation ofobject10nab1e odors! 

12 
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3. A'te~at1on of a1 ~ mo ... ement~ . 
moistu~e~ tempe~atu~e~ o~ any change 
in climate, either locally or 
regional'y? 

. , ... ~D. :.:, ,Watel7 •... ;W51}:the, .. pr,opasa)., r&$l.llt ..... . . lin: . . , '. '. I' . I ,I.'. 

E. 

1 .. Degradation of wate~ quality! 

2. Degradation or depletion of ground 
water resources., or 'Interference with 
ground water recharge? 

3. Dep'etion orcontarn'lnat'lon of 
pub1;cw~ter supp1y? 

4.. Erosion, s'f1tation, 01".~'ood1n9? 

S. A change fn the amount' of surface 
water 'In any water body? 

6. A1teratfons. to· the course or flow 
of f'ood wa.ters'! 

Vegetation. Wn1 the proposa.l resijl~ 
fn: 

1. A change·fn the diversity of 
species, or numbers. of any species of 
plants (fnclud1ng trees, shrubs., grass, 
crops,.. microf1ora and aquatic p1ants)1 

2'. A reduction of the numbers of any 
unique, rare or endangered species of 
plants? . 

,',o. , ,'.'. ~'" 
.' I " ~ ,.. " ' .... , .. ·t. J" 

According to the US. F'fsh. and Wildlife Service-.. the following federally 
, 1sted endanSered or candidate plant species have the potent1al to- occur.-
on the fol1owing s.ites:' (Reference 5) . 

ee" S1t' No.2; 

Cal1forn1a jewel f1ower,. Cay' cntby:; Cal1fgcn1<:Y$ 
loIoover's woo, y-star, Er1Astrym Hoover1 
Congdon's wooly-threads, Lamberti" cgngdoo1i 
Tulare pseudobahia, Pseydobl! b1 n pe1rson11 

13, 

StatyS 

Candidate (2) 
Cand1date(2) 
Cand1date C2R) 
Cana1date (2) 



'. 
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~elJ Site No.3. 

Lost H1lls saJtbu~n~ 6tr1pJ~x vaJJ1 coJa 
California jewe'f'ower~ Cn u1 nntbys CnlifQcn1eus 
Hoover's woo'y-star~ Er1astrym nooyeri 
sJougM thistJe~ C1r::S 111m ccnss1ca u1 e 
MisPid b1rd's-beak~ Cordy"'otnys moll1s 

Status 

Candidate (2) 
Cand1'date (2) 
Candidate (2) 
Candidate (2) 

Candidate (2) subsp. b1spid ys 
'-.: ~'. ,:'.,' : .:.',:" -"Con'gdont's wooly-th"reads,' Lernbect1A epngonU;:· ..... . '"Cane,; da.te, (2R) 

... 

• 

~elJ Site No.4; 

CaHfornia JeweHlower, ~AY' AOtMys CA'1foroicys 
Kern ma110w~ Er::emn'ebe kecnens1s . 
Hooverts woo'y-star~ Er::iAstr::ym noovgrl 
Condgon's wooJy-tnreads~ Lembert1a CQn:dQo11 

eel 1 Site No.5; 

Caliente clark;a~ ClarkiA t@!bJOCgM1's 
subs~. ealfentens1s . 

Comanche hy1 b L AyfA 1 eYC:0pA,Qpa' , 
Bakersfie'd cactus~ ~unt1a tceJensei 

NOTES: 

Candidate (2) 
Candidate (Z-) 
Candidate (Z) 
Cand 1 date (2R) 

Candidate (2) 
Candidate (2) 
Candidate (1) 

.. . 
Category Cl): Taxa for which the Fish. and Wildlife Serv'fce has 
sufficient b,iological information to support a proposal to 11st as 
endangered 01", threatened. 

Category (2):. Taxa for.which exfsti'ng 1nformation 1ndfeated may 
warrant Hst:lng, but for which substantial M010g1cal information 
to' support a proposed. rule is lacking;" 

Consultation w'iththe California Department of Ffsh and Game revealed no 
State-l 'fsted threatened 01" endangered p:t,ant species in the area of eell 
Sites. Z through 5. (Reference &) 

Pursuant to recommendat.1ons- by the U.'S. Ffsh and Wl1dlife Service and 
the eal 1forn1a' Department of Fish and' Game, biological s~rveyS: were 
conducted at Sites 2 (Delano)~. 4 CLost H11 ls) and 5 (Wheeler R:f'dge" 
during the month of January and at S1te3- (Panama Lane) in Feb,ruary 
1988.. CReferenees 3 and 4~ attached as Appendices 1 and Z, 
respectively) . 

The surveys were cond.ucted to determine the extent of nati,ve'vegetation 
available at. each loc:ation.. At S,ite S, (Wheeler R:f'dge) and at. relocated,· 
Site 3- CPanama Lane), no, native vegetation would be disturbed.. CPleue 
refer to- the discussion under "W-r:ldlife" for an' exp-lanat.ion of why· 
Site 3- was re10eated:) • The proposed 1 ocat1 on· of the antenna and 
concrete- structure on Wheeler Ridge is· on an .. area currently ~ove-red by 
the metal bottom of an o-ld tank: •. There 1s an existing road up to the 
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site. At re1ocoted S'tte:3~ the cmtiro site .. inc11,ldinS access from 
Panama L.ane. ha~ been' under cotton'production witMn the hst year. No 
disturbance of native 'Vegetatfon would take I>'ace at either Site 3 or 
Site S. 

Vegetation at Site No .. 4 CLost Hills) was highly disturbed and rudera' 
ain nature and presented low potentia' for threatened or endangered 

'." .;plant ·'spec,ies'.::, .... I:";.', :"" .', ." "" .. ,,' ,":'" :' ;, ...• ;,.·1 •. · ..... "~~;'" ~ ......... :. , .• '.' '.' 

Vegetation at Site· No.2· (Oe1ano) consisted of annual srasses .introdueed 
sinee the closure of the landf1". ten year~ ago. That site 'ikewfse 
presents low potential value for threatened or endangered I)lant spec'les. 

Construction at these sites would not signif1eantly effect federal or 
state-l isted threatened or endangered speei.es .. 

F • 

3. The 1ntroduction of new speCies of 
plants into an area, or ina />arr1 er to 
the normal replenishment of exfst~ng 
species? . 

4. A reduction 'In acreage of any 
agricultural crop? . . , 

Wl1dlife. W11 1" the proposal result in: 

1. Aehange fnthe d1ver~ity of species, 
or numbers of anyspec1es of animals 
(1)1 rds and an 1ma 1 s,. 1 nchld 'tng reptll es. 
f1sh and shel1f'fsh. benthic organisms, 
insects. or mi'crofauna)'l' 

2. A reduction of the numbers of any 
unique. rare or endangered'spec1e~of 
animals? '-

Consu'ltat'ton with the US .. F"fsh and WOildl1fe Sarvfce and the Cal1fom.ia 
Department of Ffsh and Game. resulted 'fn the fonowing- Hsts of 
threatened~ endangered or eanc1fdatespee'fes (Refel"enees 5 and'6-): 

Spee1es 

Site 2 CPeloo02 

San Joaquin kit fox. YY'pe~ mAc0Rt1$ 
mitt1c" 

b1unt-nosed 1eopard 11%ard, GMlhe114 
~ . 

Tfpton kangaroo rat,· 01pQdQmYs 
.c.. oiirotro1des 

15 

USF&WS - Endangered 
CCF&G. -'Endangered 
COF&G - Endangered 

COF&G- Spee1e~of 
Speefal Concern 

.' . 

,. 



• Sjte 3 (panama Lane) 

San Joaqu1n kit fox, Yyloes mncrgtis USF&WS - Endangered 
mut1cII COF&G - Endangered 

giant kangaroo rat, 0ipodgmys 10ggoS USF&WS - Endangered 
.. ' ........ " ,'" . b-l~nt-nosOd ·1.eopard .. Hnrd,,· ,"',' , ...... ' 'f" .. ',"J'., USF&WS .~ Endangered. 

S'lambel'0 511 us' ' ,. , . COF&G"- Endangered . 

.' 

• 

npton kangaroo rat" 01pgdomys O. USF'&W$ - F>r"!=lposed 
o1tcatrQ1dcs Listing 

CDF&G - Spec1es of 
Special Concern 

San Joaquin. antelope squirre'" COF&G - Threatened 
Ammospermopb11us oe1soof 

Site 4 CLost H1l'S' 

San Joaquin kit fOX,. 1ylPes mncrotis 
mp3: 1ca 

giant kangaroo rat" D1pgdomys 10,gens 

b 1 unt-nosed 1 eopard , 1 zard,.. Gllmbe' in 

~ 
San Joaquin antelope. squ'frrel, 

Ammo$~ermQph1Jys neJSQc 1 
short-nosed kangar~o~rat,. p1podomys 

n. brex:'nosus 
. , 

C,eJ J Site 5 ·(Wbee1or 81 dgol 

San Joaquin kit fox,,'yuJpos moctR:1$ 
myt1ca 

blunt-nosed leopard Hurd,. GAmbel10 . 
l.llLLs.. 

short-nosed kangaroo, rat" 0ipodomys 
o. breo1oosys, 

San Joaquin antelope squtrrel,. 
AtnmOMOrmophi , liS De':soo 1 

NOTES: 

USF&WS - Endangered 
CDF&G - Endans~red 
USF&WS - Endangered 
COF&G -Endangered 
USF&WS· - Endansered 

USF&WS- Candidate CZ) 
COF&~ - Threatened 
USF&WS ·*Candidate (Z) 

USF&WS - End~ngered 
CCF'G - Endangered 
USF&WS • End~ngered 

USF&WS - Cand1d~te (2) 

USF&WS - Cand1date (2) 
COF&G - Threatened' 

USF'&WS category (1): Taxa for wh'fch the Fish· and wndl1fe Serv'fce 
h~s suf1'1c1en.t Mo-1og1cal inform~t10n to support a p.roposal· to- . 
list as end~ngered or threatened. 

USF,WS Category (2):. Taxa for which ex'isting fnformation 
indicated may warrMt listing", b'ut' for which substanttal 
biological information to support a proposed rule 15 lacking. 

F>lease also note that although a speei.es may .be both federa1-and 
State-listed" the particular st~tus of that spee'fes was not 
included 1n the site list unless the appropr1'~te agency had 

l6 
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inc1uded it in the species jist for that s1t~. For examp1e# for 
Site 2# tho CaHforn'fa 'Oepartlnent of Fish and Game indicated 

, potentia' for b1 unt-nosec jeopard' 1nrd l'l.ab1tat. Trl1s. 11z.ard is 
a1so a' fedorany-1'fsted endangered species." However, because the 
USF&WS d1d not 1nc1ude the 11zard in its. 1ist of potent1a1 s.pec1es 
for Site 2, the federal category is not 1nc'uded for the 1izard at 
Site 2. The reverse is true at Sites 4 and S .. 

"." II I" \10. , ':, :.i, ".' II'" ;., <. ,,'':'. J •• ; ;'.,~ .:,", : I~III'" ,to' ',', ...... ~": •• ,." ,I • to ' t . '. e' .' 

A11 four ce' 'I. sites were the subject of a' t>io1og':fca1 surve~.. In1tfa"~, 
,Ce11 ,Site 3 was on, native sr~ss1and in ~ low density developed 011 
field. One of the survey bi010gists indicated that such 'grass'land was. 
typica' San Joaquin kit fox habitat. Fol'owing that 1n'tt'ta1 windshield 
survey, Co1' Site 3 was re10cated to a cotton f1e1d· approximately 1500 
ft. to the west. Tl'le survey resu,lts discussed' i,n th1s seet1,on Md in 
Appendix 2 are from the survey 0:' the eej oCA'ted site .. 

The results of the b101og1cal surveys indicate that there is no 
potent141 for 41fec:ting threatened or endangered species or hab1ut 4t 
Sites 4 and S. and revised Site 3, .. , Sites 5- 'wheei er R1'dgo and 3 (Panama 
Lane - rev'fsed) are distl.lrbed- with no native vegetati-on or, hab'ftat 
avaf1ab'e for listed s~ecies.CReferences 3 and 4) S'fte 4 Cl.ost Hills) 
contains close-c:ro~~ed weedy spec:'fes and was the subj.eet of on-site 
rec:onna1SS4nce field surveys conSisting of. random transects, noetl.lrna1 
spotlight surveys. and scent stations to-detect San Joaquin kit fox use. 
The survey did !,ot find Site 4 was used by thCt ktt fox. CRoterene,e 3,) 

Site 2 COelano.) is "used' by Califom.1a ground squ1'-l"re'ls,. l).laek-ta1:1ed 
jack rabl>its" and Audubon's cottontail rabMts.. The sur:veyor also: founo' 
a s1'ng'e San JoaClu1n kft fox scat 1>11e on the project s1'te a.n<l 
surrounding 1 andf111 area. However, a nocturnal spotHght survey and 
s.eent stat10n 1a11ed to show that the site was currently ~'fnSl' used- by 
kit fox. 

The surveyors recommended no mitigation measures .. 

The surveys were distributed to the·· U.S .. F'fsh and- W'fldHfe' Service,' 
Endangered S~ec:fes Of11<:e and the. ea.l110-l"nia Oepal"tment of F'tsh. and' 
Game, Reg 1 on IV and the' Endangered Species. Consu"tant.. Further 
discussion with those offices resu1ted in the fo'10w'1' n9 recommended 
mitigat10n measures. The app1 fcant has agreed to- the measul"'eS, which 
are ,incorporated into the project .. _ 

a. Constr-uctfon at 0&11 Sfte No. 3- w'f1 1 takep.' ace entirely w1thfn 
the area currently in agr1,cultural development and shall not 
encroaCh on the adjacent can a' r-'f9ht-of-way .. 

b. Construction and mafntenanc:e em~'oyees '1111' be notified of the 
proximity to exfstfng San Joaquin kft fox: habitat. at Site No-~ 3-
and of the potential for- kit fox U$e at Sfte No.2 and· fnfo-nned of· 
approp1'"iate measur-es- to.av01d harming: the kit fox. 

e. For Antenna Site No.2, the Cfty' of Delano· or19ina11y requfred in 
the Conditiona'l Use Permit that the site wou'd be fu11.y 91'"aded. 
To- prevent loss of kft, fox hab'ftat, the City o.f Celano- has agreed 

17 
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d .. 

to 1im1t grading to on1>, that portion of the site Me~e~ to 
prov1de access Md construction of the antenna and the cone rote 
structure. 

The project apP'icant agroes to not disturb or dove10p the 
remaining unused portion of Anten~ Site No.2 • 

. :" .. :,.:,;.~.",,:,.::,o: ... ,.,.,'T.he. PUC has.by th.is ,document and ,persona' communication between 
, 'PUC staff and, tho' City' 'of' OeTano' not,inad" "the'C'fty' of' 'De1.ano of' 

tho concerns of the U.S. Fish and WndHfe Service and the 
C~iiforn1a Depa~ent of Ffsh 4nd G~e.' 

• 

• 

f. If' construction begins after 60 days of the date of the or1g1nai 
survey,. Cel 1 S~te Nos. 2 and 3- shou'd be resurveyed for 
San Joaquin kit fox use and the rosu1ts of th.e survey subm'ftted to 
the U .. S .. F'fsh and W'f1 d1 '\:fe Service. (References 7 and 8) 

With the above mitigation measures,. the project w111 not have a 
significant effect on federal or State-1is-::ed threatened .. 
candidate or endangered species. 

3-. Introduction of new speci'es of 
anima1s into an area'? 

. 
4. Deterioration to ex1'sting ,fish or 
w11d11fe habitat,.. or interference w1t~ 
the movement of resident or migratory . 

. f1'sh or wl1dli1e? 

G. Land Use. Wf11 the proposa1 result 1'n: 

1. A substant1'al a1teration of the 
present or !)1anned land use 1,n the 
area? 

A1' four antenna sites are located'!n rural areas of Kern County Or"' ,the 
City of Del ano. 

Site 2 (De' ano) 1 s zoned "U" Unci ass.1f1:ed by the C'fty of Oe1 ano .. 
Adjacent and nearby land, uses fnciude antenna towers operated by the 
Voice. of America,. approximately one quarter mil. south 0" the s'fte; a' 
retirement res1dence800 .feGt to,tht southeast: a res1denceto· the east; 
and the City of Delano's. closed: 1andff11 ,.and wastewater treatment p,lant 
to the north. Surrounding property owners were not'lfied of a public 
hearing on a Conditiona' Use Permit for the proj.ect, considered by the 
City of Delano.. According to, the City Planner,.noobj8Ct.ion was raised 
to the antenna. (Reference 9) Thece1' s~te wou'4 be consistent with 
these 1and uses. 

Sites 3- (Pan4ll'la Lane),. 4 (LostH'fl's) and S (Wheeler"' R1'dgei are%one<l 
"A" Agricultural by the County of Kern. At Site 3-,. the antenna is 1,n an 
area of asr1cu.1ture and o11p-roduetion. There are no residences W''fthfn 

lS 
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a mne of the site. Tho antenn~ would be at the roadside edse of an 
agricultural field to minimize interference with agricultural practices. 
The antenna would be conSistent with the rural 1~nd uses • . . 

Immediately adj~ccnt land uses at Site 4 CLost H1'l$) are predominant1y 
grazing f1e1ds, with cotton production beyond the range land. The 
srazing fields provide a buffer that minimize interference with 

....... agricultural, practfce.s. on c~'t1vated., so'11s., . One residence ,is within 
. . five mf1 as 'Of the'" s'ite~ " The "'antenna 'wou"d' ·,'be:. comp4tib,le with' the 

existing land uses., 

eel' Site 5 (Wheeier Ridge) is in a developed on field, adjacent to an 
existing rad1o--frequency tower on a rfdge above the va'1ey_ The nearest 
residence is lS miles distant on the valley floor. T.he cen antenna 
would be a land use similar to· those a.irea.dy in the area. 

2. A conf1fet.w1th Local, State- or' 
Federa' land use phns or elements to 
those plans!. 

The project components a.re a1'10wab1,e uses, in some eases by eondft10na1 
use permit eff s\lch local permits were applicab1.e to this cellular 
telephone syste~), at. a11 the proposeel sites. 

H. VisuaJ Qual1ty.- Will the proposal 
result in: 

. . 
1. ' Obstruction of any scenic v1sta 
or view now observed from pub11c, 
areas? 

2 .. Creation of'an aesthetically 
offensive site open to pub1ic'vfew! 

" . 

Aesthetic cons.iderations for the towers, and equ1.pment moou1es. were 
evaluated for the four antenna sftes.. A" are, in rural locatfons- and 
would not be visually obtrusive to- a large number of v'fewers •. Ofa11 
four s-1tes~ the Delano Cell (S1te2) would be seen by the greatest 
number of peop·le. The antenna w111 be to, the rear of the- 'retirement .' 
residence and acros-s- the street: from a farmhouse.. As fndiQted, 'fn the 
discussion on land uses, surround1.ng property-owners were notiffed by 
the City of Delano, of the proposed project and no·objec:t'1ons·were raised 
at a public hearing.. ' 

The four sites wou1d not hollve as1'gn1ffcant et'fecton visual quality_ 

3. New l1ght or g' are substant'tal1y-
1mpaC't1ngother properties? 

19 
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I. Human Population. Wil' the proposal 
resul tin: . 

l. Growth inducement or concentration 
of populationZ 

' .. "'::"~~ J.~. ":,., '.' ..... ,:.'.', .. ~ ..... _',',' .... ;t.j'·- ...• t~ •• ·, "'!.'.' ....... ' '.1 '.'" 
2. Relocation of people' Cfnvolving' 

. ~" , . 

• 

• 

either housing or emp'o~ment)Z . . 
J. Housing. Wi'l tho p.roposal affect 

exist1nghous'fng, or create a 
dem~nd for add1t10n4l housing? 

K. Transportat1on/Cfrculation. Wnl the proposal result in: 

l. A~ fl'lcreasein traffic which 'fs 
substantial 11'1 relation to the exist-
ing trafffcload and capacit~ of the 
street system? . 

2.. Effects on existing parking 
fac11it1es, or demand for new 
parki ns! . 

3. A sUbstantial 1ncrease in· transit 
demand wh 1ch cannot be accoll11lodated 
by cUI"'r.ent tl"ans'f:t capacity? .. 

4. An fncrease in traffic 'hazards.. 
to motor veh1'cles, b1'c~clists or 
pedestrians! 

5. Alterations t() present patterns of 
c1'rculation or movement of people andl 
org~d~ . 

6. Alterat1'ons to waterborne, ran or' 
air traffic! 

All sites will generate in.frequent. traffic.. Approximately once each 
month a. maintenance crew w1l' visit the s1te to test the signal. 

L. Noise.. Wnl the proposal result in: 

l. An increase in ambi'ent noise levels'l'_ 

2. An effec:t on noise sens1't1ve 
reeept?rs near or on. proj.eet site'? 

The project will generate short-term noise increases dUI""fng construction 
of the var1'ous project components~ These increases are not expected to 
have a s1gnifican.t effect on adjacent resf.dents .. 

20 
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M. History/Archaeo'ogy. Wi', the proposal 
result in: 

l. A'ter~t~on or destruetion of a 
prehistoric or historic ~rchaeo'og1ca' 

. ','.,' " II; . ,.'c.s.'t;~?,;,: I' .::. r :"';::~\ ""'\'\: '~"~,'\.,,,'. a
t
!:,'_, r., :'~J;",.; . ',.,'1' , •• :.' I' ~ .I",.~'· I~"~>'- , -:" -

. ,2. Adverse physical or aesthetic 
effects to a prehistoric or h1stor1c' 
bu1'ding~ structure or object? 

:3. A physical change w-1'I1cl'l would 
affect I.ln1que ethnic cl.lltl.lr~l values? 

4. Rest.ricti.on of existing re''l:gioI.lS 
or sacred uses with 1 n the potel'lt1 a 1 
1mpaC't area? 

, 

N. Pl.lbHc. Sel"Vices. Wi'1 the, proposal 
result 1n.: 

1. Increased demand fo·r fire or 
poHce pr.otection! 

~ 

2. Increased demand for scho01s, 
recreation or other pub'1c {aci' itfest' 

3.. Increased maintenance of pubHe . 
facl1ities, including roads? 

o. Utl1ities. Wi11 the proposal result 
in: 

1. Expansion or alteration of water, 
sewer, power, storm water drainage 
or communication'facil1t1es? 

2.. A breach of publ1shed national' 
State or 'oca' standards relating 
to solid waste or '1tter control? 

P. Energy/Natura' Resources. W11l the 
proposal result '11'1: 

1. Use of substant'fa.l amounts of 
fuel or energy? 

2. Substant1al 'fncrease in demand 
on exfsting sources of energy? 

3.. Substantial deplet1onof any 
nonrenewable natural resource? 

21 
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0.. H~:ards. Wi1' the proposal rO$ult in: 

1. Cre~tion of a potential hea1th 
hUard or exposure of people to 
potential health hazards2 X-

~ 'j. i ". . • ~.' .. ' '.' '" , \" , • .' .'. . .' 

The Federa1- Communications Corrvnfssion has;.' detenn·iri~ that the' microwave 
and other radio transmissions associated w1th cellular telephone systems 
do not pose a significant risk to humans. The proposed cellular 
telephone system wl1 1 be operated at a very low wattage (one-01ghth 
watt) using appropr1.ately designed and 1.nstal1ed microwave eql,l1pment. 

The PUC acknowledges that technicians working on microwave installations 
must use due caution on equ1pment that is operating at certa:!n powor 
1 eve 1 s. The Comm iss 1 on also acknow1 edges that imp roperl y ai med 
microwave signals could pose a he~lth threat 1n certain cfrcumstances. 
However, the Commission believes that the ApI'" icant's equ1pment wi" b~ 
properly designed, insta11ed, and operated so that the public 1s not at 
riSK from this system. 

The towers that will be necessary for this system. wil' be designed' and' 
const:"Ueted so that they are not sl,Ibjec:t to- failure fromant1c1pated 
natural forces ~uch as high w1nds and rain. 

Z. Interferenee with emergency 
respons,_ pl ans or emergency 
evacuation plans? -' 

Tho pr'oposed ce11ular te'ephone- system w1"11 'Improve the emergency 
comml,lnieations system- 1n the BAkersfield metrppo1.1tan area by p.rov1ding 
individuals with mobile telephones the ability to· contact po-Hce,. fire,. 
and emergency med1cal serv'fces from their vehicles or mobile units. 

22 
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III. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIF:CANCE 

A. Does the project h~ve the pote~ti~l 
to de9r~de the ~u~'ity of the env~ronment# 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish 

•... or wil dHfe. spec'1es#, ca~,e a ff.sh or wl1C:-
'11fe popu1.atfon to drop' below' se1f-$u$ta'f'n~' '.~":". 
ex'fsting levels# threaten to. eliminate a p·lant 
or animal community# reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare 01" endangered 
plant or anirr.al or elim1nate important 
examples of a major periOd of california 
history or prehistory! 

B. Does the project have the potentfa' to 
achieve short-term# to the disadvantage of 
10ng-term env1ronmental goa1s1 . 

. , 
C. Ooes the project have impacts"which 
are individually lim1ted# but cumulatively 
considerable! 

D. Does the projec.t,have environmentAl 
effects wh'fch w'" cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beirigs# either dfrectly or 
i ndi reet' '11 

," ,.t • . <t' 

" 

, . 
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v. PERSONS AND/OR AGENCIES CONSU~TED 

1. 

.': '," . 

2. 

E1d'fne'Russe11 
Ca11fol"n1", Pub11c UtiHt1es Commission 
1107 - 9th Stl"eet. Suite 710 
Sacr4mento. CA 95814 

.. T~' p~o'~ . '.' " .. ' : .. ':'; .. ,: .......... , ... "", ... ,' 
ee11u1al" One of Bakersf1e1d 
1". O. Box 10311 
Bakel"sf1eld, CA 

3. Ken Cott 

, "" :",.".' ,": '." 

City of Oe1ano P1ann'fng Dil"eetor ,.' 

4. Ted Rado 
U.S. Fish and W11d11fe S~l"Vice 
Endangel"ed S~eeies OfHce ·f 
2800 Cot~age Way, Room 1823 

S. Jim Barte11 
U.S. Fish and w.n d1ife Service 
Endangel"ed Species Office 

# 

6. 'Dr. Larry Eng" Coordinator 
of CaHforni'a Endangered Species Act 

CA De~artment of: ,Hsh, and· G4me 
1416- - 9th Street,. Twelfth Floor 
Sacr4mento. CA 95814 

7. Ron Rempe1 
CaUfol"nh. Oe~artment of Ffsh and G4me 
Reg10n IV 
l234 East Shaw Avenue 
Fresno,. CA 9~710 

8. Rod Goss 
Ca1ifornia Oe~artment of Fish and Game 
Region !V 
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VI. DETERMINATION eTo be comp1etec ~~ the ~e~d A;eneyJ 

On the basis of this il'lit1a' evaluatiol'l: 

"'''L'' 

I find the proposed projeet COUL.O ~T have a s1gnif'fcant effect on 
the environment. A NEGATIVE OECL.ARATION wi11 be prepared. 

c • , ••• '. .'..'. ,_ r 'ffnei that 'al1:hou'gh" the proposed "projeCt"'cotild 'have' .a sfgn1fieant 
effect on the env1 ronment, there wi." not be a, s1gnf.f1cant effect 
11'l tl'l1s case because the mit1S4tfon measures describod 11'l this 
Initia' Study have been added to the project. A NEGATIVE 
DECL.ARATION wi" be prepared. 

I find the proposed project MAY h",ve sfgnffi-cant effects on the 
environment 4nd an ENVIRONMENTA~ IMPACT REPORT is re~ufred .. 

. . . - " 

Mike Burke • 
Regul",tory & Env'fronmenta1 Coord'1nator 
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norosr:D ))R(,),iF.Ci 

C~ll~lar One of B~kersield propOSC$ to cons:r~ct and oper~tc 
three microwave relay S:Dtion~ ~$ part of the cxpans~on of 
its scrv~'c capabili(ics in the southc~n San Joa~uin Valley. 
The purpose of ~h·i$ 3sscssment. is to e~alu~t~ the potential 
!or si~nifieant ir::p<lcts to 'Stat~ and Feder~l '~nd~'nscr('d 
5ojl('cics assoclatee I.')..th the construction of c.:leh of the 
threc facilities. 

·:r'he·. thr;ci:"'pr'o p'os'ec1' "p,:r( .f~'c:.t ;'s~::t·e..s' 'a r'c' 'roe·atee"i ·n:··t\er nCo"; n t:: .. '.' 
Cali!orni~. For the p~:roscs or this assessment th~ sites 
nrc rc!err~d to as the O(':ano site (#1). the Lost Hills site 
(#:). and ~he ~heel~r Rlc!se site (M3). Each site is 
ceHri~ed rr,ore eo:::pJetely in the fo110 .. 'in·8 parasraphs and 
their loc~Lions illustrat~d by Fisures 1-' •. 

DELA~O (Site #1) 

LOST Hr~LS (Site .2)_ 

~H&ELER RIDGE (Site ~3) 

The South. 4$0'.7' feet o-! the 
~orthe~s~ Quarter of the So-uthwest 
Q\;arter of Section 9. 70wn.shi p.. 2$ 
South. Ra.Tlse 25, East. Meunt Diab·lo 
E~se and Xeridian. Ciq' e·! Delane. 
County' of Kern. 'Sta~e of 
Cali!ornia~ Conuining ~.65 aeres,. 
r..ore or less.. 

A parcel located in the 
unincorpo·ratc-d a,r~a of Kern CO\,1ntr. 
r.:ore- p.ree.isel)'· d'cscribed . as 
£011.0"'0$:- t.he $0'\,1 th .... ·ese; Q'uax:ter of 
th.e Seu tlwe-st • Q.u;ar'ter "0'£' the· 
Sout~'l'.'est Q~arter C:xe.ep.t the East 
half 0'£ the East half 0-£. Section 
11. 10 ... nsh ip 2'7 Sou·th.. Range 20 
East. Mo.unt Diablo- B-ase' ~nd 
:~e-ridian·. COfltainins' 4.049 acres. 
more or le5S. 

All ef . that portio,n of the 
Southeast Q~arter of' Sectio-n 28. 
TO·"":nship 11 North. R",ngC' 20 .t..:(!>st .. 
San Bernadino Basc a'nd Meridian .. 
Kern County .. Ca·li!orn.iCl. !).eing. mO're 
pa tti cul arlydescri'ocd as £0-110'1.'5: 
Comr.'.c-nc:ing. at a point on the east 
line of snid,· So·u th.e~S:t Q.U'3.rter. 
!rorn .... hich po<int the Southe35t 
cCtrner thcrc-o.f beflrs SOooO:>·l3-'·£. 
2330.47 feet; the-ace SS9°S.&"4.7~\o:. .. 
1072 .. 3-2 feet to the tr ue poi nt 0'£ 
'oe&inning;. thence contin~ins 
S&~OS6·41~W. 100.0~ feet; thence 
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500°03 '13"'. 100.00 feet: thence 
N 8-9 056- ' " 7 of I. 100 .00 ! e c t ; the n c e 
NOoo03·13~~. 100.00 !~et t~ the 
'True J'"llIt of, 8esinning .. 
Containin~ 10.000 square !cet .. more 
or less. (" 

"EaCh' . !a'C'':i: l"i't'/''':'''i 11' . ·'b··e . .'co'miio·scd ,.;1: . 'essen tia l,lr·th·e same­
(:quiprT:<:nt and structures. Improv. II,I-nts, loIil1 consist ~! a 
sm~11 enclosed structure to h'~use t 11\' !ac~lit)' po .... cr SO\1rce 
~nd electronics and a 110' tower t,. ~u~port micro .... ave rela)' 
a:'ld transmission anten.nas. Each!fI..l II itr ,.,.ill 'oe surro\1nr!et1 
by a security £e~ee an~ will be s~lviced by private access 
ca semen ts. The con.stX' uc tion of t 'f":-'C faci 1i ties and 'Chei r 
access routes loIill require site sr~~in8 an~ levelins· 

BIOLOGICAL REVIEW 

The San Joaqu'in ,ralle)' region.' ~! ,~·"tral and ..... estern Kern 
Coun'C)' is· biolos.ically rich and .,.niq·ue. The region is 
characteri7.cd by the rela'Cively J ht Valley flQQr ..... hich 
gently sl()pes up to. the !lan.k~ 0..£ the Sie-rra Nevada 
r.Q1Jntains~ the. Sa'n Emigdi~ Rangc /I·nd. the Teml>lo-r Ran.g.e. 
E~evat~on,sin the .. vicin·:t~y Q,f ~tl"" th.ree- p,ro-PQs.ed pro-jec:e 
s~t:s range. !,ro-m app-roximately '1'/$., feet above- mean. se-a 
le\'el at the Dehno . ~ite to- a):rIo' ~x1m3,tely 2"000 at. t.he 
~h~eler,Ridg~ ~~~e. 

!'atural vegetati()n in the region t,.. ... lon,gs to- two- b<3sic p-lanr 
assQciations, the Saltbush. Alkali ~cr\lb· and . Lo ..... er Sono-ran· 
Crassland Ass()ciatiQns as c!cscri'be',t by E .• C. r ..... isselmann in 
A Flora o(lC"e-rn County. So-me 'P'hD~C- chan.ges Qeeu.r in the 
Lo\o;er Son,oun. Crasslan.rJ Assoc1:a.t1'tn as ~W!,?l~)C" PQ·lycarl)a 
(CQmmQn Saltb·ush) varics in its 1(;,,111 co-ntrib\1tion t~ totaJ:' 
cOver.. liowe,·e-r·. sig:n.i!icant char,:r.'''s in the herb- o·r shrub 
diversity do~s not occur~ 

The mOore minerllli?ed SQils. of the- Southern San JQaq,u'1n 
Valley support the Alkali Sink. A$$,,.t'iatio-n. V('Irio-us p·hases 
of this association can ~~ distin.&~fshed based o-n the ~xtent 
0..£ playa devclQp-men t.. cxpressi,.,H Qf micro-re-lief.. and 
dominan.ce of certain flo-ral- spec~I.$. The- typicl'Il Alkali 
sink vc-getatiQ·n as. described b,y ·r ..... isselmann.. is lArgely 
restricted to the flQors Qf hist·,.,-;'c drainage bt\'lsins and 
su pPQr t such spec ies~ s ~..l..tttn.!:.~e~ !>..s.s.i~~n ta l)~ .. p-.p,o-rQbo-l ':.! 
!'trQides.· §~~~!! i~i.£.9~. .QslJI.ll.~..!:!!!l' ~~~<!E~ and, 
!!!.!l~..!. .8.;"_Cl_n,A,i .. t.t~X'.!. val' .. ,~~I'!)'p'~s ... ~.:. On the' flanks· o-f 
thes~ b~sins or in lcas m~ne~ffll~~d nrqas. a' scru~ 
\'~&C'tation Qrten d~vcl()ps IoIhich. ~ S dom.in.:'lted 1>y vPlrio-us 
specie-s of h.t!..U~.~ (s<31tb\1sh). 'fne mos.t indiC.8tive o--f 
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tnesc s,eC1es 1n terms oi the scrub all1ancc with :he valley 
floor Slnk phase. lS Atrl?l~x s~lni!~ra • 

The Lo .... er Sonor~n C-rassland occurs aro ... nd the heaG of the 
lower S~n Joa~uin V&lley in the vicinity o( the 8uen& Vista 

. Lake and Tulare LQKe' drainages. This region is a tr\le 
desert .... ith annu~l rain fells tot~ling less than six inches. 
The vegetation predominantly consists of vinter annual herbs 
with soce xerophytic shrubs • 

..... "Tib'l'~""'(' 'ii;~t'; ·.···s;>~·~·i·~·s·· , " t".. .' '. : ' • ) • ;. j~ ~. ..', • I' (.,"'1 #fI • • :.' .' 1 • , I .. ' ... 

con~idered typic~l 01 
" ,'I, 

, '0< 

these 

•• 

. '. 

• 

associations. 

The arid plains and foothills of the Tulare. Kern and Buena 
Vista L~ke b~sins have evolved diverse wildlife communities 
with .... ildlife species and subspecies occurring here ~hat are 
not foun' in the geographically more expansive arid ha~itats 
of the t-:oja\'e Desert or the more mC$ic '-alley ha~itats 0: 
central and northern California. 

Conversion and C:evelopmcnt of these habitats for a variet)" 
of agricultural, petro1eum. ~nd ~r~an land uSes has resulted 
in subs-untial population eeclines :(or se'-eral plant and 
anim~l species. These ~opylation decline& hav~ resuleed in 
the liStlng o! several species as rare. thre-atened. or 
endangered by eith~r ~he California State De~artment of Fish 
and Came or thi U.S. Fish and ~ildli!~ Service. I~ 
addition. several s~eeie$ are currently considered 
candidates tor l'isting requiring further b,iolog-ical study t'O-' 
m;)ke t·he proper det.~rmination. rable-.2 ·belo .... p,ro"'ides a 
list of these ~sensitiv~ speeie$~: 

Table 2 
Serisitive Species of ~esiern Ke~nCounty 

San Jo~quin 'alley 

§J>eci.~ 

CauJanihus e81j£orni~us 
'L-;;'bCr-ti a' eOn ~t--.--_. -.-
Eria~trum hooveri 
t.;19..& o~'L.S.0 ~~~~~ 
!>..r.u-~o.;.s"p_~~o~bj.]..t~LJ2 ~~_~t 

(~clson'$ Antelope Gro~nd 
Squirrel). 

Athene cunnicularia .. _-_ .. _. -----....-..-.~ .... ~---
(Burro ... ·in,g Owl) 

.P.iP.o.d oms.§_tn s..cn~ 
(Gient Konser~o R~e) 

o. nitr~toidC$ nitratoidcs a._~._ .. __ . _______ .. _ .... __ 
(Tipton K~n&aroo Rat) 

FCZ 

fC2 
Fez 

§.l.a~ 

/ CE / 
I I 
I I 
I I 
/' CT /' 

I CSC I 

I CE .I 

I esc I 

Ct'?S 
C~?S: 
C~PS 
C~?S 

. ,.' 

T .. ist :> 
List'4 
Lis.t.4 
List 4 

. . 
',' ,. 

···1:··.·'.:.:'··/,· 
.. :;:' ",',' 
. I.. ' . :~ 

j'"' , 

, '."" 

, :::'1'" 
0"' I 

" 
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II Pilrtl:lL Cllcekl.i.st 0·£ nor.) Tyr1.c.,t 1,), the 
Lo""cr SO/It)";,,n r.r:ls!'ol;.ind M,<J ~ 11\1Ih S).nl\ ,h:-t),i., ': 11,)1\ 

,\!lenrol!e~ oc:el(.~n~ • .,lls 
":". ·,"··';'lliur.'l hOlo'c-llii .... ,'~" '" ;. I ': 'I " ~ t "" I,. ." . '. 

• 

XI1Qc:~rv~ ~c:nnthoc:nrp~ 
A~t~r ~ntr~e~tus 

~S;lus horn~i 
L It''nnSir,osl.:!- '."0,\:. nisrie • ., 1 \'eis 
~ !,,)x"p!",\'~U5 

A:l"'l.plc.~ <l:,.:!el'\:e~ \',':lr. e"'r~!".~<l 
,0\, c:(',)ro!" .. ":~ r;: .c£ l .. e<s r p~ 
,i, s~rent\n., 

A"'~MbMh<'l:<I 
~A' ~Or·.f1iA '/ 
B:"o~us rube:'l~ 
'Cre~sa l: ruXl 11 o!'!'\~ 3.~ \/,Ir, "-'I t 1 'i eo 1<'1 
:O!-12l'\~'i...u..!!: rceIJ!" ..... 'l:urr. 
Di!iot:1Cl'llli Sl''LIIC:<ll:~ 
f~~~ns~onll 
tremale~e kcrn~n~'L~ 
'E. :-?.:l rr-;r ---
'f'.'ti~onum ~"s".l>in'urr . 
i:'(:'Stuc:;-;.ie rost~~ :VM. ~'mlllM!,; 
·~~Tc;;-~---""'· 

'fr:.tr.ken"l.l.srMrli...~ Volr'. e"'M2('>$t:l'is 
(,;ili~ trieo-lor s~p. l1'irr~l~'" 
':i';l1oe-ropium t;ur:l~S.'3~~~r'. ~IIl't~.!:!!!. 
1:~r.'I'l.zoni.:I ;.,111.<1.71 
l,l0r:rl~ s.l"~-
~ochia c.,litornlC3 
l"'ll:>t~~ni'i""7i;r\7'~om8 
r:-!-;~i"c -
'C '!ii"'inOr-:-
!.eri(!.i~ !!.i,c;JJ.~t,U!!! 
r .. ~~;~.~!.! ~n.il.lo~ s~P" .vhlH'n,~~~ 
r~inl1s nOln!.!:> \'dr'. X~r.:-'.:ar'le 
:",,";;r.othr\~X-;:lJ Hor'iii'i:a-.. ..........--. ._-_._--
~r.ojJ~.~.)..2. ,Q$.~n,t,~j.j.! 
9.1.")'Jnti_~ E~.~:<.~ 
n:o.~\~~ jl!.l~..f_t~ var. ~~~~~ 
S,,1i~¢rnia su~ti'!'rm'iMlis 
SehT~"m~-,;r:,~i~--
~e.l.r_2.~;~ .1",:31 U(LQ;;>i! -
S~:';\J\'ium ~C!'j.s'i Ie 
Siia-hed~r;;P.1;-
.~-; .~: rr,"ir·~:~" "l"t iE.' 
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Sporobolus ~irolr.~s 
Su~~d~ frutlCQS~ 

b torrC''y3n~ 
T"nl:lrlX 'p~nt~ndr~ 
To t~tr3ndl"lI 

r;:lCt'lOstem~ ov,ltum 
W\sllZ~nl0 cAll[orniCQ 
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D: I'lltl"atCl:ides br('Yil'l~~us FC2 I CSC I 
(Short-I'losed XaI'lS~HOO Rat) '. C~mbeolia sil us FE I CE I 
(Blul'lt-nos~d Leop~rd Li:tard) 

?('ro.&n~thus inOl"1'l2ltus inorn~tl!s FC2 I I 
(San Joaquin po<:k.~t mo'u se) 

Vl,llEes macrotis ~~ mutica FE / cr / 
(San Joa~uin k:i.t !ox) 

,', ":,,' ',:,: .' 'St'a t 1.1 s: t • " 1, • ," ...... ~: ", 

• 

• ' 

FE 
FCZ' 
F1> 
CE 
C! 
CSC' 

C~PS Li~t 3: 
C~?S List 4: 

Federally list~d Endangered Sp~ei~s 
Federal Carididat~ Species List Z 
F~d~ral Proposed Endangered Sp~ci~s 
California listed Endan&ered Species 
California listed Threatened Sp~cies 
C.:lli£ornia State Departr.:.ent of Fish and 

Came Speci~s of Special COl'lcern 
Plal'lts where mo~~ information is needed 
Pl~nts of limit~d distribution 

t 

four senSltl\'e phnt taxa co'uld. potentially occur in the, 
area of th~ proposed miero ... ·ave l.·elolY- s,tations; C:'\ulanthus, 
ca l:i. for n i e us' eCa li! orn iol Col U 1a n thus). Lemhe!'ti 8 co.nge! o.n i i 
-CCCngdon·s. eaton·ella). r.riastrim hooveri (Hoover's 
eria.s.ttum) ... nd ~.f.x;.i~£.~' ~~~~:!:num (CottOI\Y' ~k. ... heat) • 

Cl!ulanth~ eaU {orn,ieus is a nearly g13br,O'1JS annual ..... h.i(:h is 
er'.ct. br-anehins. 2-5 cfm. high rising. !ro.m basal le-a\les~ 
The basal leaves t),pieolly· rllng:e (rom o1>lan(:e-o-late .. 
sinu~tely-lol>ed.. to- p.inl'lati£id. The. eauline le3ves are 
typieallyol>lons to Q".,t:e .. C!entolJte. amplex:teolJul oro1>t1Jse.: 
Rae~mes are o.!ten: lax to. see Ul\d, .... i th p.ed icels pilQse.. 5-10 
rr.m. Ions. and o.{ten recl,lrved ""loth age. Sepals arc 5-9 mm. 
10l'lS lind commonly' unequal ..... hite mcmbunQus .. pu,rp.le-tippcd 
and s~cate at the base. P'e-tals are, narro' .... ~ .... hitis.h. 
slis~tly execc'ding. the se-p,tlls. Si1iques are slightly 
~seendin8" to. deflexed. slishtly co.mpre-ssed .. 2-4 cm~ long and 
2-4 Mm ..... ide. " 

.<;..~ ,s<D-t~~,~,,!j..!!.1J~ blooms, fQr a sho-rt period' il\ early sp.ring: ... 
:'~arch to April. It;i.s prcs.ently thousht to' I>e limited., to' 
the dry slo.pes ~nd !hts-bc.lo ..... 3.000f'eet above- sea level in, 
,·a.lley tr .... ss1and habitats- !'rQm. Fresno'. 'I'u,lat'c .. lCe-rn' and 
e~$tern S~n Luis. Obispo·Counties. 

l~e~~~t~1!. .S,9.,'lS1.2..~.~J. is an anl'llJ-al .... ·hich at m~turity may b·e 
from 5-30 em. high. vi th s~veral ~ecllmbe-nt.. so.metimes 
sueculent l>r<'lnches o.riginating from the l>~·se.. t.eov'es .ond 
st~m$ are typj,clllly lo,o.sely £J.oeose to ..... 00.1)'. The :r.e-~ves 
lItt!' commonly 1-3.5 em. ),ong., narro ... ·ly o1>lo.,ng ..... :ith m.:'lrgins 
r.\,"le,ing from repl.'l nd to sir' II o'te-dentl1 te ... r<'!I;"ely en tire • 

.;8 

. '. 
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H",ads ~re el",stc:"cd to ... ·ards the ends of the ~r~:'\ches anG 
s~ssile or short pcduncled. Thc involueures ~rc hc~!spher!c 
vith 4-7 plnllariCS ... ·hieh are sometlomes !O!')flC with black 
tomentose tips. Tl-.e ray Ho .... ers <lnd th.ea aker.es arc 
clearly distinsulshable from those o! the disk. 

h COl"Isl'lon..u, loS listed by the California ~ati\'e Plant 
Soeiety as a ~l<ll"lt of limited distriblJt!on in need of 

. "!'1.l:r,t.her,. m.or~~ tOJ::i.n.s),(,C~.?,S, ) .. i5t ~)" "It, is .eonsidered to tanse 
irom Fresflc C01,l:'lty SOlJdward' t'hroIJSh"Ke-rn. "Counti' in' tl're-San. 
Joa~1.li~ .\'alley ar.d it is reported. !retm the- Carrizo ?lain in 
San 1..ui5 O~ispo and Kern County. It is ·Kno .... n to- occur on 
saner and clayc~' soils 'e~lo ... , 1200 feet abo,ve sea 1e\-el in. 
the valley grassland associations and alkali sink 

_,as:r.oeation. b. cOI'\!::dol"l'ii usually !lo .... ers fro.m Xarch to 
,·,pril. 

Y.ri~st.r~ ~~.1:. is trpically 10-20 em. hiSh .... ith. cirsate. 
gla'cerate b-:"anc:hes., Ti".e leavcs are el',tire. lir.ear to thrce 
ele!t .... ith t .... o lincar la,:er~l l.o-.bes. Th.e heads are .normally 
one to three flo ... ·ered <lnG sQ-mc .... ·h8t lanate. The cal,',x is 
\,In.C'~ua11y s~ht. 5--6 mm. lon-g,' vith tips conn,iver'lt ov'e~ th.~ 
caps\,Ilcs. Cotollas r~~sc in colo.r Cro~ pale ~lue- to .... bite 
or erc~m yello..... The st~mcns are insert04 in the throat o-.f 
the eorolh an.d no.t normally' exerted. Cap·slJles are 0.'0-10.1'1&­
e-llipsoid. approximately ~ mm. lons. and each locule is Z-4 
see~ed. ' • 

b ~o\'eri is',listeo on th,e California t-:at:i.vC: ?l'an.~ 'So~i~ty 
List 4as a taxo.n that war~~n~s further monito~ing; 
Presently. ~.:. h.~C):;.,v.;..e=-r_l;;,·is kno-w-n fro.m. a Cew collections in 
valley gr<lssland hob,iuts bolo.'W' 5,00 reet eb,o.v¢' se-a level 
from Ftesn? COlJntr So.ut~ to. Kern County. 

kioson~~ ..8.2..~s.Y..2;;~ is a diU'u~ely' bran,che<l annual ransing. 
from 0.5-2 elm. in h",ig,ht. The basal leaves are'broadly 
obll'lnceolate (\nd ty'pical'l)" 1.5--4 cm. lo.ng,. Cauline lcavC:s 
2Ire sm~ ller and lanceolateoo P'eduncles which vary {rom. 2-15-
mm. terminate , .... ith t1.ltoinate. deeply lobed involucures. 
Invo.luc\lres are ;:tpp,roxirr.ate-:ly "~ mm,. hig,h and filled vith a 
dense .... ·Mite cottony tor.:~ntum.. Flo, .... ers in each involucure 
are fe .... <\nd. small. often concealed 1»' th~ dcns.e tom~nt\lm. 
Calyx lobes "re ,similar", lll'lc-ar-o-blo-ng .. and. ap,p,roxin-.atc-ly 
1.5 mm in l~n&th. 

This taxon ' ... as apparently nev~r commo-n i,n its historic r<'l'n,ge 
and booth lis-tinss c.al1 !o'rinCo-rmation in. order to p.ropcrly 
c-valuate its statU$~ c.".rre-nt data" d'eli1onstrat~s that E. 
~o_~,S:J~j._~I~~!! is t1P1c.,11y £o'\lnd be-lo .... :3-000' !ee-t .,bo.ve sea 
levc-l on disturbed 'or!o,arsc-ly vcsctatc-d sandy to; gravelly 
sitc-s ;,\rol,lnd the he.oc1o'! the-San JoaCluin Valley. 
C col: r d ~h it:., 11 y, .E.:. &..0..;":.5.'y.P i.Q.\~.~, is.., re:s.t:r j,e t cd to.- Ki nss 0\ tid 
K-~l'n Coul'ltics. It is. Sllspfl:ctedthat b A.o::o:...!S-l:,Pj.')"I.!!ll is "1'1 

" 
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early colonizer ~!ter d:i.sturbanees and unab:e to com~ete 
with other grassland species once the site is s:abilize~. 

The following sensitive animal species ~re known to occur ~n 
the southern San Joaqvin Valley in h~bltatS simil~t to those 
of the project sites: ~r.'Imosp{'rmophillJs nelsoni C~elson's 
antelol'C' srouncl sqvirre)). Athe.!l~ eunieulari."1 (Bvrro .... ins 

.. '0...:1 > ..... ·0'1·r 0'0 O'mv S', ··tn's en·s··· .. C G-ia n t. . karis-a too· n.t) l2:.:. .n i t l:' a t oi des 
nitratoides (Tipton ka:'lsaroo rat) • .£..:. nitratoides brevin~su~ 
(short-nosed kansar~o rat). Gambelia silus (Blun~-nosed 
leopard lizard). Peros.n<"Jthus inornatus inotnatus (San 
Jo~~uin pocket mouse). and VulJ?es macrotis ssp mutica (Sar~ 
Joaqu~n kit fox). 

Amr::espermophilus nelso~ is a smallish yello .... -bro .... n to buff 
groune s.q,uirrel .... ith t .... o characteristic white s.tripes along 
the dors.al side beginning just at the base of the neck and 
extend ins the length of th.e· bodY.. Another distinguishin.g 
characteristic is that .... hen running.- }.. n~lsoni .... ill hold 
its tail over the back. exp'Os.ing the ... ·hite undertail .• In 
contras.t to most other native so~thctnSan Joaquin mammal~. 
h ~~ is active during; d,ayli.ght ho·urs except during 
heavy !og or when Lemperatures f~ll below SOO ~ • . 
A. nelseni burro ... ·s "are t~·p·1cally toune in .... ell-drained lO-a.m 
to sand) loam. soils 'on' Ie.vel to. &ent~y slo.~in&: t.errain. 'the 
species ~s rllrely 'found in. alkaline 'soils or rocky up·land 
terrl'lin. Its. .present. rans.e is a10TlS the valley' ·£loo·r .and· 
its .... estern p,er imc-ter ... ·i th no known p·o'p·ula t.ionseastor 
north of Ba·kers.!ield·. k ~~ is o.nly commen near Elk 
Mills and along. the lo ... ·er ..,C'stern. slopes of t.he·· 'temblo-r 
R'3nge near'Harieop'a. 13£1: .. ' and,McKittrick in Kern Co·ul\t.y. 

ll~ .£.u...U.c.uhria (B.urro .... ing O ..... J:) ~ is a. small bro ... ·ni.s.h 0 .... 1 
commenly observed' by day stan,ding. near burr·e ... ·s or on fen:ce 
pests. It is cas.ily recognizcod' by its lo·ng less ~ . rounded 
head. and short stubt>y tail... ..u.l:2£.n~ ~unicu13ria nests in 
3bal'\doned ro-dent b.urrows laring: 50-9' white eS8s.. Its ha'c-itat 
is open g:ra:>sland and other xeric. valley floo.r habit.ats. in 
Kern County. 

T.ike many of the oth-er Lo ... ·er So·noran C·us.shnd species 
describee herein. ~the-~ ~~nj_~~t~~ has. cx.l>eri<H),ed 
drar!latic population' dc-clines 8$' a re'$ult o-! th~ ,onve-rsion 
o! \·.311cy srassl~nd habitats to' intensive' "gri,ultural o-r 
urban us.es. AS., result' 0-£ this,. his.toric reductien in 
population size <'Ind aVllilable hab-itat .. b;t~ S~I.I~:i:.sul~t'~i$ 
n., ... • recos,l'Ii 7.ed by. the Ca 1 i!ornia S~tu te- Depar \:.ment ofFish. 
and C~me as a speeies o! special ~~nccrn. 

P.i:.p_oAo~m"y~ .:i.~f:.~I'1.~ is a nocturnai dusky- kangarOO' rat ...:ith a 
....~J.l devcler~d' stripe en :'I t.:lil wh~ch is (!:usky ... ti.pped. ~ 
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l~ze~~ lS th~ larse~t k~~s~roo r~t historlc~lly found 1n the 
proje~t area. ~lstroie~lly. R. i~s~n~ could be found 
throughout the .... (oSLe-rl' San Joaqu1n Valle-y along ... ith 
»o»ul:1tions 1r. the C~rri%Q and Elkhorn Plains and Cuy~m.3 
.... alley. Currently.'p":' insE'~s is distributed in sC~ttered 
locations throughout its historic: range. ho .... eve-r. historic. 
densities are only found on as fev as 12 square miles. :he 
t .... o larscst poplJlations are i"OIJnd at the- Elk Hllls ~aval 

,Petro-leur:: J\es.cr\'cs in ,Kern County ~nd on the Elkhorn Plain 
'iM San Lui's Obi'spo"'Co'unt'y:" " ,0, ,,', '",", , •• " ",'" "', .... ,. " 

D. inrs-ens prefers nat to' gen,tly sloping terrain on fine 
sandy-loar:: soils .... here tem~eratures range !rom 3 winter lov 
of 50 0 F to a summer high of 104 0 F. ]3:urro ..... s are found in 
areas, .... he-r-e cover ~onsists of mostly an1'l\l31.grasses and 
herbs ""ith little or no shrub co,ver. Pre-c:incts c:onsist o£ 
one to tOIJr burrow openings with horizontal burrows ranging 
60-120 r.:r:: ",'ice by 50-125 mrr. high and ... e-rtical ol'eninss 
rans:i.ng from 45-75 mm in diar.".c:ter. 

, 
Q. ~itratoides ssp' •• n..ill..~Jdes (!iJ)"tonkansaroo rat). has 
been c:olle,cted from n~ar Tipton and Earlimart in Tulare 
County and cight miles n,orth~~st o.f B·akersfield~ near 
Caliente ~a~h. and in the vicinity of the Buena Vista 
J\ec:rc-ation ~rea in Kern CO'lJnt)"~ 'SpeCimens examinec1 'by 
C.rinn~l' sho\.o the £~llo\o:ins. m·ean measurements; to-tal leng1;h.. 
23~ trw .... tail vertebrae- I,ength. 139 mm. hind, !Oo.t. 3$ mm .. 
length 0.£ skull. 33,~9 mm. and 'b,readth of skull. 21.9, mm. ~' .. 
!'.i.t~~ .. ~~~~ ssP'. ~'i. .. t.!.~_t~i' clIn b,e distinguished' !rom· its 
mos.t similar refative-. ],. ~e .. rrimi ssp·.' ~u,t~. 'by its 
C:Oc=lrser. Jess silky pelage .... hich ap,\,>e-<'trs' less b-rightlY' 
ochrac:eou$ ~nd broader black t~il stripes. 

P..:.. .!U-t!:..lItoide-s ssp. ~~d~s is to.und in is.olated 
po,pulations' on the sOIJtheaster.n £lank. .. the hNd. and' the 
sou thlo'e~tern ila nk of the San, Joa qu in V'alleY'. Reco.rds 
illustrate that t)"p·ic:al habitat for.12:. nitratoides ssp • 
.!'.J.~r~ .. ~~~t~ falls .... ithinth~ Lo",er Sono.ran Cras.sland 
AssociaT.ion. The SC"l'lcra1 con\"C"rs.i()n '0.£ 'h.ab-itat to. urban and' 
ag,ric\llt1Il' ... l \.ISCS thro~s.ho.ut t'he south~rn S~n Joaquin V'''l:t~y 
is re-sp()nsi,'ble for the present resource m<."ln~&emen.t co,ncern .• 

.l2.. "n_i.t.r.!,~.~~ _b.:.I'_e_v~~~ CSho,rt-no.sed' k~n&ar()o t8t) i$ 
1l)un.;j on the .... c-st side of the' San,J'08C!.uin\'alley from 
Panoehe Creek I'tnd Y.c-nd'o,t8 'in the nortn . to. . the An,telop,~ 
?'lains and .... est of 7..ost Hills in the $Ol,lth.. D •. n'i.tr.ato.id'es 
'p"!'~~~s~1! is also. f~\lnd' in, the p.,noche- and Cu>,~;;-v-;ll;;; 
~nd the C~rrizo Pl~ins. The ~reson~ ran~e ()! this s~eeies 
is mo.stly Io'ost of D. n:i.trJlto:tdc$ nitl"8to.:id'cs. The SI~o.rt­
n()sed K,"" n S<'I roo- 'ril t "-prcf;;;'-h i8.h ly-t;'"· ~'a rein a 11y a lkal ine 
soils :l.n Oi!'C to cently rollfng: hills .. u$IJ .. lly a.b,cr\·c' the 
".,lley Oool' itself.. They ~re "SSo.ciAted .... ith ar"'$5hnd ;)nd 

. .. -_. _._- -------:----
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desert shrubs on triable so~ls ~n areas of very lo~ ann~31 
l're,ipitation. 

£.. nitratolde-s brevin<'lsus is nocturnal and occupies sm~ll 
burro"'s ~lth openings similar to !.:. nitrlltoidcs nitrbtoideS. 
Horizontal burrow openings usually measure 25-70 mm vide by 
20 - SSm m hiS han d v e r tic a lop en i n s.s 8 r e ~.- 4 0 m m ~ ide by Z 5 -
40 mm high. • 

Ca·m·bel ill ~ 51 1'U:5 ~ '{B 1 u n't -nostH1' leop~rcl'l,i zard ), .... i:s a. la~.ge , 
lizard tha~ originally ranged throughout the San Joaq,.uin 
Valley and surrounding foothills~ Dorsal col~ration varies 
from grayish to brownish ... ·ith· characteristic whitish cross' 
bars on. the back and tail. In addition to this basiC 
coloration .. darker blotches are spread acros·s the dorsal 
side giving the appearance of a leopard like patt~rn. 
Breeding females have bright salmon-pink p~tch~s on the 
sides of their abdomens which ~learly ~istin8uish them fr~m 
other lizards inhabiting the southern San Joaq,uin ~alley. 

Q. silus ~re most active in the !at~ 5;r1n& and early summer 
months when air tempeiatures rang~ between 30~ C. to ~S· C ... 
and soil temperatures range bet~een 30· c. t~ SO° C. These 
conditions are. comrr.only associated v:1;th cle-a1' s.unny days 
with' light var.iable ..... incls. This large predaciOUs. lizard 
pre-!ers hab·itat v!'lere' t.h.ere is con,siderab-le b-.are ground so­
that it may. run down a.. variety 0-( insect pre-y. Typically ie 
is ~'ose~ved in vashe-s .• ~rro)"o-s. and tu·l1eY,s although ie lIlay 

. occur in are-as of re-1oltively .flat g,ro·und· if significane 
amount~ of .bol're .81'.ound are available. Much~! £. silu·s. 
habitat that was ~nce available in the So-u~herft San Joaquin 
~alley has been converted t~ urban/suburban or agricultural 
use-so 

!-.c..::.os,n21 t~~ llcu..M~ ssp. i!'~r_!l!.~ (San Joaqu in P~cket 
Xouse) •. is a sm.,.ll nocturnal m.o-use th.at is e-n(temic to- the 
1 0-"" la nds of cent r 211 Ca 1 i! or n ia. Consider a '0--1 e ta xo-nom ie 
confusion occurs· amo,ns the tvo- silky p-o-cket mice tha.t are­
reported to. occur in the central valley 0..£ Cali!o-rnia. 
Structuro1'll di!!ere-nces b·e-tveen P. 'ino-rnatu$ and ? 

. - -
)..<?''l.8~ r.'.e_1!'~~~;i.~ are slig:ht. There is a distinct di(ferenee in 
the n\lr::~er o.·f ehro-r.'Ios~mes 0-£ two- s.peeie·s with !. i.~rM'tus 
havins SO and !. 1~J0.!':.:...~r::br1s having 5:6-': Further eon.!u,sion 
of theta):onoll'.y is eau-sed '0:)" the ~'oscure nature o-f early 
collection field notc"s. " , 

!,. i'1.~!!..~_t.E.! ssp. in..02:2..~.J_'!~ co-mmo-nly bu1'ro-.... s b.ene<'lth small 
s1\rubs ..:here So.ils IHe-moderately friable- ·and h.ave- developed 
on alluvial or .... ind -d ri (ted si'lncl s. Typically. t)-.e. e·n.t.rances 
to the 1>urro ... ·s (Ire plLlssed during the- day ~o- p-rotect as,ain$t 
unn~~essary heat stress. Studies h~ve suggested that 
r~p\llation d"ensities 0.£ .1!. j_r!..~(!ll?'!:.!).~ ss.p.: jno-_r~~ll_~ .... ere 
never vary J'~cge in ~nT &iven area • 
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Vu 1 j? Co S m 3 c: rot iss 50 p. m 1,1 tic: a is, a n ~e t I.l rna 1 r 0 x t hat i So 

bel~cved ~~ have historically r~nsed throl.lgh seventeen 
California counties th~t either lie in or border on the S~n 
JoaqlJin Valley. 1~is small fox is light buf! to gray above 
.... ith rusty to )'ello ... • sides and bl.l{! to .... hite undersides. 
1 t S, Ion S . t ail i 50 ~ u!! to S r Il y ish and has 8 b h c: }.: tip.. .!.:. 
m3~r6tis "5'S'p'. "',;,u'ti'c:a' >d'e'n's ··.nrc' usual'l)' ·'!oU:nd. .. in ~,lo,ose.,·soils 
and orten the species will usc and/or enlarge dens or 
burro .... s 01 other species. ~ens can be sil\sle or multiple 
entrance .... ith el\ttances 6 to 10 inches in diameter. ~atal 
and pupping ~ens ~verase 6 entr~nees and can hove as many os 
18. Pups are born in late F~~ruary o~ early March and will 
venture out 0'£ dens by late ~tarcb. Althol.lg.h porir.:ari:')· 
nocturnal. dil.lrnal activit)' may occur in the presence o! 
p~ps. Natal dens often have numerous scats and prey rer.:~ins 
near the ent:~nces. 

The historic range of L rr.~erotis ssp' .. mutica extended. !rom 
as far' north as Tracy. San Jca~uin County. on the wes~ side 
Qf the valler~ and near La Gr~nse. Stanislaus, County. Qn th~ 
cast si~e o{ the valIer. sout~ to t~e foothills at'th~ head 
of the \·alley. Kern anel San Ll.lisOb-ispo Cou'ntiC'$. This 
historic range h~$ been estimated' at 8,667 so.i.lare mlles .. 
£stirr.ated historic .. poplJlatiQn lev'cls have been as hi~h. as 
12.134 indivieluals. pop.ulation densiti.es.prior to th.e large 
sC1I1e. loss..es ·o-f suit.,~le h~~itat ... ·ere c5.timated to- be '¢-ne 
fQX per sq,uare ~iie, on the vest side 0-£ the valIer· 
?resently. ~ ~a_<;_r.~lli ssp •. m~:~.~..s! has. b·ecn eliminated !r<)m 
much o-f its. hist~ric range on the east.ern s.ide o.!the valley 
in Stanisl:lus. M:erced. Ma·dera" and- northern Fresno.· CO.l.ln.ties • 

. HO"~\'er. foxes have been rcp·o,rted from portions of ~!o-nterey .. 
Santa Barbara

p 
and Santa Clara Counties all outs.ide Qftheir 

pl.lb1isheel histo·ric rang.e. 

197$ pop.uletio-n estimatesb·y the Ca1i!ornia· Stete Reso\,lrees 
Aseney p-laced the extant pop·ulatio,n at. 696-1 animals... This 
estim.ate represen.ts a .20'·43% decline in the po-pulation sil'lce 
the 1930's. The COI\tinued' loss of h"b-itat since that 
es.tim~te vas published logically leads one to- c~nclude' that 
~he current population is si&l'l~fieontly l~ss~ 

SURVt:y M~:'rIlODS .... ----- ....-..--
The three j)r~~.osed lIroject sites ... ·C're q,ualitatively 
surveyed on Jan'J'ary' 15 1988- todet<!'rmine the extC'l'lt -0.'£ 
na~ive- ves.~tatic>n availab-le at each 10cat1:o-n. The- D~j<lno 
site and thC' T .. o·st Hills site- .... erc- judg.c-d· to p·resent some 
potc-nt)C'l hobittlt tor ~nt!~n~er~d spec'i'e-s·.8Ithou,g.h t.he· 
over"ll value .... 0$ 10 ..... 'f!i.e ~hC'e-ler Ridg.c- site is )Q.cat.<.'4 
enti.re-Iy 0'1\ 01\ al!i:\nuul,.ed oil£1('ld UIl'lk 'ba.ttery ~ite ond docs 
not l.a\·e :substantive rerr.oe.ining· natural h .. "b-itat value-. 
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The Del~ne and Lest Hills sites were sCheduled for lurther 
cnsite rece~naissance !ield surveys which consisted of 
randem transects. necturnal spotlight surveys and scent 
stations. All of tl'le !urther survey work ""as dirt-ctcd 
to""ard a determinatiol\ of enda~sert-d species ha~itat 
utiliz~tion. The further s~r\'ey Io.'ork 10'.:)$ not inten~cd tC 

" .' .~:j, n \'en tor.y .. ,prO' j ec,t .. $ i. t.e' ! 1 c.ra -:a no .! a u,n.., .". " . " .. 

RESULTS 

The Delano site exhibits substantial habitat utilizatiO'n by 
Califernia .greun" s~uirrels. black-tailed jack rao'o'its and' 
Aud~bon's cettenta!l rabbits. k single San J03~uil\ Kit Fox 
scat pllc Io'<:IS ebscr ... cd on the p·reject site and surrounding: 
hnd!ill area. Thc January 23. 1988 nO',cturnal spotlight 
S'Jr\'C¥ and the scen.t SUI tion fa ilcd to'· demcnstratt- !urthcr 
San J"eoquin k.it rex l'.ab-itat utili:l!ation. NO' e\·ider..ce 0'.£ 
othcr e~danscrecl spc-<:ies ... ·ere "observed en the site. 

Thc Lost hills site \,egc-tatien .... as ruderal in nature. 
Black-tailcd j~ckrabbits and Auduben's c~ttontails utili~ed 
the site some .... hat. The nOocturnal .spo-tli'sht :surve)' end' the 
scent st~tio·n· failed to' dc-mO'·nstrate- San JO(l~uin kit !o-x 
ha bi ta t utili 7. ... ·tion • ~e evidence of ether entian sered 
~p~eies ""t-re'o~served ~n this si~e. . " . 

, " 

The thre~ proposed micro .... ave relay statiO'ns will not impact 
-enc!-ansered "spccies tnrcush their eo-nstruction. and o-p.erati<>n. 
The enly evid~nt. O'f habitat utilizatio~ fo-und at any of the 
c~.rec sites ... ·as a S..,n JOIlq,.u·1n kit .tox scat pile 8t the 
Delano site. A subsc~uent noctural spotlight survey and 
scent statien r~iled to' indicate the present usc- of the site 
b·y denni.ng o-r ferasing to-xes. In vie.., ¢,f .the \-ery limited 
h3bit<tt \'i'llue presented' by these three- sitC's .. nO' mitisatio-n 
~eDsures are recommended. 
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SENSlilVE SPECIES-SURVEY FOR BAKER$FIELOCELLULAR TELEPHONE 

C~l.L SITE' 3, KCRNCOUNTY. CALIFORNIA 

'I' • 

" 

,'j ., 

SubmItted to: 

Torn; Poore , 
, Bak&'$tl.ld CellularTelepnone Co', 

841 Mohaw1<."Suile 190 
eakers!l.rd~ CA. 93309 

8 rcbruary~ 1968. 

~ " : .. ," .... " . c- '-1 
.. '. I 'fl.... ' .: .':"-.:.: 

Page S6 
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'.0 INTnOOUCilON 

8akersfleld Cellular TelephOne Company (BCT) IS cOnStruCting transn,llting faCilities al'ld 

towers on 60S-acre slles in the- Bak.ersfield area, Kern County, California. Five of (l'Iese Sites 

passed tl'le agency review process under a negative de.claraUon GlJdged to have no Impacts to 

sensltlv& pial'll s and w~dl ile). eweSA wa~ contracted by eCT 10 SUN.Y \T'\e remalnlng sltl!'. 

1oea:~ approximately S. mi. soulhweSt or 63l<.ersfi~ld lT30S FlZS e Sec 25). for its svitability to 

SUpport populatIons or sensitive plant anc1 wlldllre 5p~res (Tablos 1 al'ld-2). ThIs report 

documenlS our f~ndinQs.. 

" 

2.0 METHOOS 

Fleconnaisance field su rvCys were COI'dIJctC(1,on the ptOpos~ sll~ and a 30 m wide 

burTer 20M 01'1,3 F~I)I\/ary '968. Surveys consisted Orwalkil'lQ,meandering·transect$ sp~ed 

approxrmatety 30 m apart over,the entire area., Sightings and SIC., ol·aU la~get :5p~.es were-
, ,. .. . 

, . 
,'r~cordCd a~ ptloto~ra'p?')s wore, taken. fo· pro ... :do pcrm.lnont docum~ntaTlon. 

.", , 

. '. 
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r"ole ,. Sen~itj ... ~ ptal'l:~ Io.nown from 11'1., proj~el site vlcinily. 
_'_'W'I __ .. t_ •• •· •• , __ _ I_· .. ' .• ___ ._. ______ ~:_----------

SPECIESa STATUSO 

Arr,"prex Tl.lfiJl'ensls Couvllie 
e~ker$rield sMbuSl\ 

C(Jvranfl'lvS cafifo",lcus (W3IS.) Payson 
CaliTorniol c.1uldnlt'lI,lS 

Clrslum crasslcaufe (Green) Jepson 
slolJgh thistle 

COrcJi'an(Ms tn(;/Iis Gray ssp. "ispiO/JS 
cF>'enn,) ChU:lf'lg & H~Ckard 
hip ids bird'r. be31i. 

E~:oner:~ co,,;rJonll Gray 
Con~don'$ ~3IOI'l~lIa 

Crema1ct:e kel'Mnsls Wolf. 
Kern marrow 

E'tast'un't "OOVf"(J~pson) M\lSOn 
HC><) .... e(J eria~tl'Um 

Er/oQonum gosslDtnum Curran 
cottony ovcJ.,. .... heat 

HemrlOnfa pamrJa l<eck.· 
Kern (a'p'ant 

OpI.IN,'a t:3S':'~f"S Enge1m. ~ 8igel 
\lar. Ctt:a:C$f:' tCov1t, Tovmey 
B.l:"ersrjt;d·be\l~rtall cactv$ 

TIk;hcsr~/"'a OWJfum Curlan 
san·JOaquin bll,1~ClJrls 

.' 

. __ .. _ ... ' 
CNPS '8. Fe, 

", . ... 

CNPS 3. F C2' 

CNPS 'B.F C2 

CNPS1S.FC2· 

CNPS4 

CNPS.',a. 

CNPS4 

CNF>'S 4. F C2" 

CNPS4 

CN?s~ .. F r 

CNPS4 

-------------------, 
a Sci.)ntiric and eon'lmon n~m.~s fOr1Qw CNPS (1904). 

HA61TA1c 
.,,-,._--

AS. 

VG 

OWA 

·AS. VG 

AS 5. VG 

SS 

AS 

VG&R . 

VG-&·SS 

VG 

va 

b CNPS 5tafu5 COde: , 8. plant$. rarc ~ iZndar.gered. In california :lnd" !:~C'NhCte-~ 2-
plants rare 80 Cnc:ang~rl3d In Ca!:rornia but morece-mmon 
e:se· .... her&~ 3- pfants about whieh·more.tr.rormat/on is r.iteC~; 
4 • prar.tsof: lirr.::~d" d!Sl'ibvtion (a walch !jst)~ 

Fe't;~ral ~ta!vs codl3: E • Er)ljan~er~d;:T - tr-:r~atf!onOd; Ct. Cal'ldldate \':i~ lliforf':".a:lon 
w3rrel~ting I;$t~'g~ C2- Cal'ldid<!tewh~re'mor& rn~orma:ion'is 
ne~C:~d b~rore-1I5::I'I~ l:t approprta:e. 

c H3~I~atcodl3s:· AS .. A!' .... :lliSink: vG..v(lr!oyGrassial"(l~ ss .. SJlll:)\J$hSeI".Ib~ 
R .. r~l!erdl (di:H\JII»d)~ 

', .. 
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, aOle z. S&nsltlve Wildlife s~ecles kr\Qwn from It'l~ proJect ~lt~ vicinity, 

SPECIES" S-TATUSb MASITATc 
•• , I ...... 

Garnl:Jella SillJ$' , c, 
" 

FE,Se VG-~SS 
'blunt·nosed leo~ard liUfd 

" • j r- , . 
j' '. 

,,, 

PerOf)n8tr1vS inornaru$ 
San Joaq\Jln po~ket moU$4 

F~ VG~SS 

O"podomys nlrra(iodes flitrat1oot's F2 VG&SS 
Tipton lo.a~arCIO rat 

O:p-:domys in~en$ F 1.SE VG&SS-
g:ant k..lMQ"roo r~t 

AmmOSplJrmopl"lIlvS nelson I F2'.S T VG&SS 
Nelsons anteiC,~t squtrrel 

< f 

VIJ:~~S ,,'acfctis mvr;ca F E.ST VG&SS 
S~n JOC'l<:jl.lln k:\ fox 

a Sei~ntjfiC and common n,ames 'o1l0w Jenning$ {1ge3) for reptiles and JonO's·et al' (1~~2) tor 
rn'lIl1rNlls. ' 

b Status: F e: - Fed~r3Uy ~1*Id3!"IQef~d,. F T - Fede-ranrthreat~I'\@oC!. F 1 - Candlda:c with ir:"Ougn 
Information to warrent1isti"O·as \1Veatened or endangered. F 2'. C.1l'1dlda:a' wiU' not enougl\.. 
llirorn'o~!ion to wam~nt.listing at thi$. time. S e - Stale eooangcrco. S-T - State ll'lrea~t!~'~~ 

e H~bitat co~~~ VO - Va!T~y Gra~srancf. ss· Saltbvstl Scl\l~ . 
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:l 0 RESULTS 

TI'\~ entire site and buffer zone C¢l'IsIsts or a (tcently plowe-d colton field (~ig '. PI,oto ') and 

no slghtings or sign or any 01 t~e target species were- observed !'lOr are any e)lpe~ed. Ho ..... evo,... 2 

'a~t~';e' ~il ~ox d'~~~~ $C'J~r~r l~aCks. rox diggl~S. 'andkaI'lQ3~OO rat slQn (not O. inr;C"'$'i w~re found· 

In the disturbed native ha~itat In the- canal right-of·way (R·O·W) directlyw&st of the- project site 

(Photos 2 and 3). This R.O·W eovld also support blunt-nosed l~op3rd lizards-or some of the 

annual p!anl sp~e!~s· listed in l~ble t. Ol:'er nearby nati .. ·~ habi:atwhlel'l eouldsvPport the t3 rget 

~p~ies 1r.ell"Jde:'l The Sakersr.eld Water Oistrlct's wildlife prc~erve located It'1tl'lC Kern River 

dra:!"I~ge approxil'na:ely 0 5 mr north of the' prOleet~jte~ 2) Native Valtey Grassfand wl~IC!'l Is 

pre$~ntly being Qr~zed by sheep~ located aDPfo~imat~ly 0.5-- ml east and· O.S·mi wcst Cacro~s.. l·S) of 

ll"l~ proj&ct $ite; af'd 3) Native SallblJ$!'IScrvb located approxjm3telyO.5~n"Ii. $Qutt! or th~ proi~t 

site (~g. '). An remainir.g.~abitat.ln lhevlclnlty Is aQrl~!turaJ Tand~ 

4 0 RECOMM~NOATION$ 

The "it fOlt ~~ns C31'1d'Ih~iroccup~l"\tS) Ioeo.tedln tM· eanalR·ON/would' notbe distul'b4!O 

by the eon~tl\lctlon or U~e BCT f3ell1tltJs· if Iratfieis.eo~linC'd to· tM p'op¢~ed access ro~d'" at'ld 

eon$tructior. activities-are con~iMd"o tM·5·ac:rc- si!e. l,;,i;"cwtse,constNe1lon and o p{:rat ion of 

. th~~~ faci1iti~s. win r.ot r.ega:i·Jely- impact any other ottTlC" nea~y n~ti ... e habital~ Therefore. 
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T30S. R2$E 

r.~ .. no ,. MlP oHM prC~o!'et O).r~'" ~"'CN~I'g t!-./t p'c~~C1 !:itl)-. h ... hi~~l typ~~. At\d I?~:fol'l~ ¢f "'It f¢x 
'~n$a~,:.n'J thC' c>.n:ll n..O:V1 r.~.1r t:;~ ~rt.;~-:-ct ~ite (511C'·.vn · ... ·i!h StJIS). 
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., I, ... /,' '.' 

\ ~V . • Tl':l?10::S. pi\el¢g"~ph or lI.lt fox d'ln fO'Jr'd in the- can at' R·O·W ~d~3c:ent to- tht> pr?JO!'Ct S.;I4~ • 

• 
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'I, I • 

Photo 1. HO\~aal phclO of the proposed proiect site. Photo i$ taio.el'l from the north ..... est corr:er ot 
tM site raci~ 50utt'\eltst. • . 

-.• 

• (END OF APPENDIX A) 
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NOTICE O~ DETERMINATION 

TO: Office of Pla~~i~Q & Re;~a~ch 
1400 10th St •• Room 121 
Sac~amento. CA 9~814 

~ROM: Califo~~ia Puolie Ut11it1~s Commission 
~0~ V.n N.ss St~~et 
San ~~~nci~co. CA 94102 

SuBJECT: ~111nQ 04 Not1ce 04 Oete~m1nation 11"1 complianc~ with 
Section 21008 o~ 21152 of tl"le Public: Resou~ce-s COde 

------------------~----~-----~---------------------~------------

-~------------~----~~----~-~--~-----~--~------~-----~--~--------STATE C~EARING~OUSE NUMBER: 8S01180b 

PRojEc;:-i:02A;:ION~-T;:;;:;;-:;;:;t;;:;;:;;-;1t;;-;:;:;-;'e;tt;;:;;;-t;:;;:~~Q;:;o~t--
Ke~n County; one 1~ 11"1 th~ City of D~l.no. 

------------------------------------------------------------~---PROJECT OESCRIPTION:. Ce-.llv.la~ One 0'; B.kl!~sfiQ>ld is seelung 
apc~ov.l of:~om tl"le CPUC fo~ -tov.~ ikntenna ~l.te-'P i~ u~inco~po~.a.ted 
Ke~n County and tl"lQ> City of Oe1 .. l"Io· •. 

-----~----------------~-----~----~------------------------------Tl"li<;' i'£ to· aCvisli' that the Cali +o~nia Pl,.Il>lic Uti 1 ities 
COmml.SS1on.. as I.eaC AQ~ncy.. h .. s- app~ovec tl"le- aOOve--men'tioned 
P"'QjQ>ct a~CI ha~ made- the ~ollow1l"1g C~te-~tnination·s ~e-Qa~ding the I. 

aoov.-m~ntion.d P~OJ.ct: 

1. T/'I~ p~o-ject !::!lll ~2S /'lave. a s.1gni~1cal"lt e-f';Kt on the­
li'nvi~onmen t. 

2. A N&'gative- O~C 1 .. ,..,at10n was p~epar".d .fo~ tl"lis. Pr"o·.,ec:t 
1)1,.I~~v.·ant to the p~ovisions. o~ CEQA .. A eopy o·~· 'tl"le-
N .. gativ~ Oecl~~.tion may be oO·tain~d at 1107 9th St ... 
Suit. 710. S .. c~ .. men·to. CA~~a14. 

3. Mitigation m,"asv.~.s ~~~~ tn_de •. condition o~ tl"l • 
.. pp~oval of this p~ojec:t. 

4. A Statement of Ove~~id1ng· Cons1der"ation ~!! ~~S .. oo):>t&o(l 
fo~· tMs p.t"'oject. 

OATE RECEIVED ~OR ~II.ING ______________ _ PROPOSED FOR APPROVA~ 

V1.ctol'" We1sse~ 
e:)(ec:v.t1v~ 01~.ctO;" 
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*4. Construction at Cell ~~t~ No. ~ will take / 
place entirely within the area currently in 
agricultural d.evelopment and.' ,shall not encroach 

'~:'.'/";'~ ': .: ' ... ~ ' ..... o:r:t .. ~:th~ ,~d.j':a.ce~~, .~;.; r;gn17~~f:"fay.,. " ' .. .': " " t. ' ... 
. MS. Construction and. maintenance employeesJWill 

be notified. of the ~roximity t~ Gxistinq ~an 
Joaquin kit· fox hab·l.tat at site 3 anel or/the 
potential tor kit toxuse at Site Z an~ 
informed ot appropriate measures tzav"id 
haming the kit fox. .' 

M6. The applicant wl.ll only grade ose areas 
of Site Z necessary for construct:il6n of the 
access road.,. the modular equi~ment building and 
the antenna. The applicant wl.l~not . 
subsequently develop or disturb' the remainder 
of Site 2 during its leasepe~iod. 

M7. Throuqh. this dOCUlllent anG. personal 
communication, the City of /Delano has been 
notified of OS Fish and ,Wi~dlife Servic&and CA 
Department of Fish and Game concerns relating' 
to- . the useo! AnZenna Site No,. 2 on the ci ty"s 
"fo~'3r landfill: ' / . 

MS. If construction begins afte'r 60 Clays of the 
date of the oriqinal/survey, Cell Sites Z and ~ 
should be resurveye,d. for· San·' Joaquin kit fox 
use and the results of the survey submitted to 
the O.S. Fisn. anCYWilCllife. Service ~" 

Appendix A attached to this decision is a Notice of 
Determination which willfe sent·, by the Commission to· the Secretary.: 
of Resources (Resource"" on applicant's proj ect to construct a .' 
cellular system. Appendix ~ attached to this d.ecisionis the 
Negative DeClaration~and related. Notice ot PUblication for the 
five--cell ~SO system. The Neqative Declaration for Cell Site 1 

/ ' 

and the ~so is incorporated within the attached Negative 
I . 

Declaration by re erence. It is not necessary to· append that 

Z In respect to those concerns, Delano· modified its request that 
applicant' qr~de the entire site to the lilnited qradinq inelicated in 
condition,. . ' 

- 9 -



,. 
/ 

A.87-12-040 ALJ/JJL/ek/fs 

• 11. Applicant plans to off~ both wholesale a, retail 
services in the Bakersfield MSA. ~_ 

.', ' .... ". ',. "lZ~.':·Appl:icant·,s .a~~iliate·,.'·BCTC.provid.es sale services.· in . 

the Bakerst1eld., Visalia~ and. Fresno MSAs. w will require BCTC to 
phase out its resale service in the Bakers!' ld MSA within 90 days 
a~ter applicant's cellular system is place in service. 

• 

13 •. Under Rule 17.1.d. o~ o~r Rule of Practice and . 
Procedure, applicant prepared a PEA tO~its entire system. It was 
required to undertake further enviro~ental studies for cell sites 
2 to S. to evaluate the possible impact ot construction on 
endangered species. Those studies./~e incorporated :in appl:i.cant's 
supplemental PEA. . / . 

14. CACO prepared an init~l Negative Declaration for the 
MTSO and cell Site 1.. 'rbatNeg'ative Declaration, with minor 
co~ections, was approved by~e C~mmission and a Notice of 

.Determination was filed Wi~the Ot~ice of Planning and .Research. 
~~ prepar:d another Miti%ated Negat;ve.Declara~On,!or s;tes 2 to 
S, which incorporates the! original Negatl.ve Declaratl.on 'by , 

reference. / " ' 
15-.. The commissiCl'n. is the' lead agency under CEQA for 

I ' , . 
determination of environmental effects of the project under 
consideration. ;f 

1&. '!'he propofed project will have nosignifieant effect on 
the environment dQe to- circumstances and mitigation measures 

I ' , 
peculiar to the p2:'oj.eet as set forth in the Negative Declaration. 7 ' 

17.. As nOjComments. to the Negative Declaration issued' by the 
Commission hav~been received, and there were no protests to the 
application, ,j pU):)lic hearing' is not necessary. . . 

. I . . 
18. The commission has reviewed the Negative Declaration 

attached as Appendix ~and the· initial Negative- Declaration 
contained n 0.88-03-029'. 

- 18 -
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19. Applicant's proposed rate schedules tor the BakerSf~ela 
MSA are iaentical to those proviaea ~y Contel, th~ireline NBN 

. ,cellula:r provider .. except. for ,the territox:y serve,ct. .Contel is. 
'p~o~idi~~ 's-e~ice' i~'::th~ '~~~~fi~ici':'V:i'~aL'\'i~''''and: Fre;n~ IMS~'.: 
~onclusions of LAw 

1. The application shoula ~e qrante as proviaed in the 
following oraer. / 

2. Applicant is' subj ect to' the user fee 'system.' set torth in 
P'C' CoQe section 401, et, seq. The s~har9'e for fiscal year 1987-

1988 is O.l%. ~ 
3. Applicant's proposea r~es for wholesale ana retail 

service and its other proposed It!ari'!'!S shoulc1. be authorized. . 
4. Applicant is a FCC oellular communi'ca.tions. licensee and 

, I 
hence must Use the Unitorm ~stem ot Accounts established by 
D.86-01-043 in OIR 85-03-075. 

S. 'I'be proposea tu.n'ainq of applicant by its ultilllate parent 
, , . ' 

corporations, MCCA and BSC,. is reasonable~ No, further 'authority 
'trom:th~ commission is;lrequired' for tnat 'funainq... . 

~. The ,Commission should ac1.opt the attaehec1. Negative 
Declaration attache' as Appendix B incluainq the mitigating. 

/ 
measures identified therein. 

7. Beeausefof the public interest in effective competition 
this oraer should ~e maae ef:fectivetoaay. ' , 

8. APPJf'cant shoula con:sUlt,.with·CACD to.dem.onstratethe 
aaequacy of its. signals. between the 39' dBu 'contours surrounding 

I .., 

cells 1 and f' and between those" contours, and the contours: 
surroundinJ cells 1 and 3-., If necessary, CACD should advise . 

. apPlican'o/and, the Commission otthe need, for an aaditional celles) 
to improve the signal between the 39 dBucontours. . ' 

, ~ Applican:t may be required to construct' additional cells 
to permit its., signal to. cover 75% o.f the Bakersfield CGSA within 36~' . 
monds after issuance, of the construction permit. ' , 1- ' 
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• 10. In the· event that any facilities constructed pursuant ~ 
this decision do not conform with any applicable local code~~v 

" .. ".'-.. ordinances,. ,'etc.:: (other .1:ban those .. codes·requiring ·.local permits) , . 
applicant should inform the Commission in Writing of su~ 
noncompliance prior,to con4truetion of the affected. component. 

.' 

11. It would not be reasonable for apPlicant/t6 provide 
retail service in compe~ition with its ~ffi1i~te~CTC. 

Only the amount p~id to· the State fo:lOperative rights 
may :be used in ratefixing. The State may grate any number of 

rights and may cancel or modify any monopj'f. feature of these 

rights at any time. ~ . 

rnw. 0BPBR· 

r.r :IS ORDERED that:. / 
1. A certifi~te of pub~ convenience and necessity is 

granted to ~e'llular ~ne. 0Jtt . ersfi~lc1. ~apPliea.nt" to· construct and:' 
operate a cellular mobile t ecommunications system in the· 
Bakersfield Metropolitan tistical Area (MSA). . . , 

z. Within 30 days4ft~r this order is effectiVe applicant. 
shall file a written a~eptance of the certificate of public 

I . 
convenience and n,ece~ity with the Commission's EvalUation and: 

, Compliance Oivision/(~CO)" 
3. Appliean.t shall keep its books as directed by the 'Oniform 

system of ACCOunt'- for cellular communications licensees as . 

prescribed by ~'cision (0.)86-01-043 •. 
4. The/Negative Declaration as set forth in Append~ ~to 

this decision is approved including the ~tigation measures set 
I ... . 

forth therein:- it includes by reference the Ne9'ative Declaration 
'attached/1!o 0 .. 88-03-029 previously transmitted by Notice of 
Determination to, the Office of Planning and, Research. . 
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/ 
/ 

s. In constructinq its system; applicant shall undertake the • 
environmental mitigation measures identified in the Neqa;ztive/ ~ 

. . ... ,Declaration .as lawtully .. required. by ,local. authority. . 
..; ••• , ' " ", '. . " I • \, ," ,.".. •• " " • • .' _. ., •• ', ... ,tt.. ~'.' ",. ,.' ~', "'" '" ." " . '" . ' .', .. 1\ • - '.:' '. ,.1 ~ I 

• 

• 

6. 'The applicant will consult with appropriate local pUblie 
agencies on proj ect details such as. the design~ COlO:;/' and type of 

/ 
materials used in the antenna towers~ the speeific .t=0nfi.quration of 
equipment on each facility site~ and any other r&levant community 
building codes, providing such conditions or r~irements do not 
render the project infeasible. While it is tlfe Commission's intent· 
that local concerns :be incorporated into- tt;I design,. constru:etion, 
and operation of this system, no addition~ permits from local 

authorities are required as .a condition~t thi. s certificate. In 
the event that any certified faciliti~ do not conform with any 
applicable local codes, ordinances, etc .. (other than those codes 
requiring local permits), apPlicanYShall .. iriform the Commission in 
writing ot· such noncompliance priO'l:'to construction of the affeet~. 
component. . . . /.. ." '.' 
. 7 • For future expansion;antenna s.ites to·.serve other . 
portions' ot this, market· area,. /apPli~t:. shall submit environmental 
intormation the Commission' ~dvisory and. Compliance DiVision. CCACD) 

prior to construction of su6b. antennas~ The CACD will :review this. 

material arid determine at~t time Whether any supplemental 
environmental documentation is required in accordance with the 

I ..... 
provisions of th~ cali,Ornia Environmental Quality Act. 

s.. 'l'.b.e Executi ~ Director, as required by Public Resources 
Code § Zl10S~ shall ~le with the Office of Planninq and Research a 
Notice of Determination as. set forth in Appendix A to this 

decision. / ..' ". . . .. 
9. Applicant shall notify CACD in .writing of the clay it 

starts operating(. '. . . 
I • . .' . , . 

. 10. 'rbeEXecutive Director shall mail a copy of this decision 

to -7' Cell.ular Telephone COIap=y (BCTC). 
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