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ALJ/JSL/rsr 
Mailed 

Decision SS OS 034" MAYll 1988 r~ m n ~ W~ IA\ n 'MArl 2 1988 
BEFORE '!'HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF~~A1:lE~FORNIA 

Pursuant to RULE No. 2 of the ) 
Commission's General Order 147-A, ) 
departure from the Cost Justi~ication) 
requirements o~ Resolution TS-674 is ) 
requested to allow common carriers ) 
participating, in tariffs issued by ) 
CAL-WEST TARIFF BUREAU, INC., AGENT' ) 
to maintain provisions previously ) 
authorized by a competitive rate ) 
filing affecting the application of ) 
central Coastal Territory surcharges ) 
in certain tariffs issued by ~WEST) 
TAraFF BlJREAU, INC .. , AGEN'l' ) 

-------------------------------) 
Q,P:XKXOlf 

Application 87-l0-024 
(Filed October 19, 1987) 

By this application 'cal,:"West, Tariff, Bureau,. Inc., Agent, 
(~) requests,' permission to- retain' tariff provisionS wlUeh 
eliminated the application of, the Central Coastal Territory 
surcharge in class'and commodity rate ,tariffs published by CWTB. 

The applicant asserts that ,authority to publish' the 
provisions eliminating the surcharge was. the result ot a "'me-tooW " 
tiling under General Order (GO) 147 of Rate Reduction eRR) 20f3.. 

Effective April 16,1981 CWTaeltminated the prOVisions 
which formerly required a surcharge on sh:ipments destined to the " 
Central Coastal , Territory, consistinq'of certain counties 'extenc1inq : 
from, Mendocino- on the north to. Monterey on the south.. The 
surcharqe had been published in two tariffs issued by'CWTS: 

1. cwrSGeneral Commodity Rate Tariff 
No. 21;, and 

2. ~ Class and Exception Ratinqs Tariff 
, No .. 22. 

Authority is also-requested to. except ,individual carriers for whom 
CW'I'S acts as tariff publishinq aqent from the same sureharqe.' ' 
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A.87-10-024 ALJ/JSL/rsr 

By authority granted in Decision (D.) 90663 dated 
August 14, 1979 in case (C.) 5432, Petition tor Moditication 884, 
et al., CWTS., on behalf of its participatinq carriers, met the 
competitive provisions of RR 208 by cancelling the Central Coastal 
Territory surcharqe provisions named in the above tariffs. 
Pursuant to Commission Resolution TS 674, cwrs. is now required to 
cost justify its 'me-too' of RR 208. This is because D.86-04-045, 
dated April 16, 1986 inC.10368:, et al. directed carriers. with 
active RR.'s or 'me-too's' thereof on tile to rej.ustity the reduced. : 
rates by turnishing relevant operational and cost data. CWTB­

asserts that the amount of data required to be compiled and 
furnished in order to accomplish this 'me-too· is formidable, 
reqnirinq detailed financial information from over 480 
participating carriers. The . applicant maintains that the intent ot 
its original 'me-too' was not to meet competition, as is the case 
with so many other rate reductions.; rather, .the intent was to' 

eliminate still another step!n the' complicated calculation ,of 
rates on many california intrastate shipments. 

CW'rB maintains that the, majority of .its tariff' 
participants are small . to medium, sized· carriers in t.erms.~ of 
revenue, equipment, and manpower and that every possible savings in 
clerical and related. adminiatrati ve costs' is necessary to maintain,' 
their operations at'a profita):)le level. CWTB turther notes that, 
the surcharges applicable to shipments moving' into· the central 
Coastal Territory ar,e nominal, generating almost neqliqible 
revenue. For exmnple,a class 35- rated. shipment ot40,OOO· pounds 
for a typical haul of 400-42S. miles. would, prod.uce revenue ot, 
approximately $1,000. The surcharge applicable to this. shipment 
would, be $3.14.. A min1m1.1lD.Charga shipmentot 1'00 pounds, is subject' 
to a charqe of $1S. .. 46, and a surcharqeofonly 17' cents. CWTB­

believes that to impose upon its carriers' the cost justification 
requirements contained in GO; l47-A would ,be 'an .unreasonal:>le burden,',. 
in these circumstances .. 
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In summary, C"...r.rS requests a.uthority on behalf of its 
m~er c~rriers to retain the'cu~ent tariff provisions whic~ 
eliminated the c~tral coast~l Territo~1 surc~arqe fo~erly 
p~lished in C"~TS Tarif!s 21 and 22, and in pa~icipating c~==iers' 
t~riffs issued on an individual basis. Aut!l.ority is also reG:Ues~ed. 
t~ except member ~ier~ !::om QC require:r.en:t:::. of Resolution 
TS 674 as it relates to cos~ justification of ,R.~ Z08~, 

Tlle T::-ansportat1onDivision staff,:L~ i":s Advice of 

par:.icipation o.at:'ld Fe:Cru~r.! 18, 1983,' :=t;,.tes, t!lat i::. M.S no 
o:Oj eetion to the ex parte granting of :tb.e requc::;.~, ,provid.ed ~e. 
authority is granted. to ca:-::-ierz. ,who are 'participating, i:l. C"~:s. 

. , ,", " .. 

issued tariffs on, theeffec:ivedate o!t!lis"decision~ Notice ot .. 
filing of t!:J.e appli~tion appeared' intlle: Daily t=a.."'lSpor...ation 
~lendar of Oet.ober 2'$, 1937.' No objection 'to~erequest b.a~:c.een:' 
received .. 

'. 
',. , 

We. will gnnt the'sought reques.t, ,lilnit::ing .tlle authority.: ' 
to those ,Car=i~rs: for whomC"NTS- acts: as ta:iff '. pul:llishinq agent on; 
oe ef:reetive date of th.i~ decision~ as Urg~c.:'k)y t.""les~~f ... '!his 

• • " .it, '. '. ' .' ,,'< '. , " 

will ensure that carriers who.'participa.te in other 'agency' tarif'fs,. , 
or who pUbl.isl:l.their own tariff~ with: Central coasta'l T~rritory 

. i "'. ,,' , IJ' 

surcharge provisions" do not pl:'ceipitatelychange"thei:r::present 
agency participation or individual,:pul:lliShing. ~atus b~ca~ct~k 
opportunity to' pass. along 'to' sh.ippers these: -saving~- in freight 
charges~ 

'We would prefer to· eliminate,the need for carriers to 
justify ratesba.sed·solely-on,the'eliJninatiori<ofthe cent~l. 
Coastal Territory surcharg~s; it appearsthat'tlle aCJninistrative" 
burden eausedbythese justi!icationsw~uld'se~ ... e no- useful-' '. 
purpose~' However, we will re':I!ra.in from.:~Ucl,. a broad conclusion in 
the instant' ~se becaus'e we'are'qranting this: relief on an ex parte" 
:basis to 'a: sinqle.'ta.rif'f bureau~' - , I " 
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A.S7-10-024 ALJ/JSL~rsr.* 

We will invite the Transportation Division st~ff to 
petition to modify GO 147A to remove any requirement for carriers 
to justify reductions in rates Dased solely on the elimination of 
Central Coastal Territory surcharges. 
Findings Of FAct 

1. By authority granted in 0.90663 CWTS~ on behalf of its 
participating carriers, met the competitive prOvisions of RR 20a by 
cancellinq the Central Coastal Territory surcharge provisions 
appearing in CWTB Tariffs 21 and 22. 

2. PUrsuant to Resolution TS 674, CWTB is required to cost 
justify its A':me-tooA' of RR 20S. 

3. The ,amount ., of revenue produced by application of the' 
central Coastal Territory surcharge isnegligible~ when considered 
in liqht of the prodiqious amount. of data required to-be 'compiled- .. 
and furnished ino~der to cost, justify the A'me~too'" of RR 20S on '. 
behalf of the many carriers for whom. CWTB acts, as tariff publishi.l'iq 
agent .. 

4. CW'I'S requests· author! ty to: retain the. current tal:'iff 
provisions which •. elwnated the Central Coastal Territory-surcharge 
formerly published on behalf of its partic:.tpating- carriers:r and to ~., 
except its participatingcarriersfr~m the requirements of 
Resolution- 'l'S674 as it relates, to cost justification of RR ,2'08:. .' 

5. Gr~tin9'the sought 'authority will have no adverse effect 
provided the authority is restrictec1to those'carriers·for,who:zn'.' 
CWTS acts as tariff publishing" agent on the effective date of this 
decision. 
g,ncl,usions of Lay, 

1. The application should be, granted, subject· to the 
restrictiqn set forth in Finding. S. 

2. Since there is nc> protest- to .this application, the 
effective date of this decision should be· todey •. 

- 4 -

,:.~' 

'.f". 

'.' "': 



A.87-10-024 ALJ/JSL/rsr· 

Q R D;E R 

X'l' XS- ORDE.'RED that: 
1. cal-west 'tariff :aureau, Inc.,. Agent (CW'tB) is authoriz.ed 

to retain, on ~ehalf of the carrie!t-s for whom ,it acts as tariff 
p~lishing agent on the effective date of this deeision~ the 
C".J::'ent tariff provisions which. eliminated the· . central coastal. 

1'e::ritory surcharge. 
2. en:a· is authorize.d to depart· from. the. provisions of 

Reso.lutionTS674, as it relates to: cost justification of :Rate 

Reduction 208. .. . 

'this orde.r is effective today~ 
Dated M~A.Yl11988" ,at.San Francisco, cali!6rru.a. 

,~> ' 
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A.S7-10-024 ALJ/JSL/rsr 

In summary, CWTB requests authority on behalf of its 
me=ber'earriers to retain the current tariff provisions which / 
eliminated the Central Coastal Territory surcharge formerly 
published in CW'l'S Tariffs. 21 and 22, and in participating carriers' 

/ 
tariffs issued on an individual basis. Authority is alsO' re'quested. 
to' except member carriers from, the requirements of Resolutfon 
TS 674 as it relates to cost justification of RR 20~.~ 

The Transportation Division' staff, in its .;r:dvice -of 
Participation dated February 18, 1988, states that/it has no­

/ 
objection to the ex parte granting of the reques.t,. provided the 

/. 
authority is qranted tOo earriers' whOo are partu::ipating in CWTB 
issued tariffs on the effectiVe date of this/decision. Notice of 

, / , 

filing of the application appeared in. , the;:>ailY 'rranspoX'tation 
CAlendar of October2S-, 1987. No object,l:onto. the request' has been 
received. , / " 

We will grant the sought request, limiting the authority, 
, ' /' , ' 

to those carriers for whom· CW'J.'B; acts. as tariffpublishinq aqent on 
the effective date of this decisio'n, as urged ))y the staff. This 

, , ,/"" " " 

will ensure that carriers who partieipate in other agency, tariffs, " 
, I 

or whOo publish their own tariffs with Central Coastal Territory 
, I 

surcharg'e provisiOns, do, not/precipitately change the'ir present 
agency participation or indivic1ual pUblishing status ~cause of the 

, ,I, ' 

opportunity to. pass, alonc~/to. shippers these: saving's in freight 
charges. carriers who may wish to participate in the subject 

I " 
tariffs after theeff~ctive date ot this c1ecision will :be. subject 
to Central Coastal Territory. surehal:ges until· such time. as CWTB-

/ 
obtains authority to eliminata application of the surcharge for 

/. .. . 
their accounts.. Granting the sought- authority will obviate the 
need forpresenti'riq the hund%eds o.f expensi veand eu:mbersome cost 

'/ . . . 
justifications n behalf of CW'T8's. participating carriers. 
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~~~~ / 
1. By authority granted in 0.90663 CWTB, on behalf of~ts 

participating carriers, met the competitive provisions of RR 208 by 
cancelling the Central Coastal Territory surcharge proviSions 
appearing in CWTB Tariffs 21 and 22. . / 

2.. Pursuant to- Resolution TS &74, CWTJ3. is reqUired to. cost 
justify its 'me-too· of RR. 208. / 

3-. The amount of revenue produced by apP'l"'ication of the 
,'I ' 

central Coastal Territory surcharge is nec;liq)ble-, when considered; 
in light of the prodiqious amount of data 7e'quired to. :be compiled., 
and furnished in order to cost j'ustity the ":me-too' ot RR 208- on 

7 , 
::!~ of the many carriers for. ' Wh. 011- ? acts as tariff pub., lish.inq: 

4.. CWTB requests authority tAetainthe current tariff ' 
I ..' . 

provisions which eliminated' the c4ntral Coastal Territory surcharge 
formerly published onbehalt o.f ~aparticipatinq carriers, and to.', 

except its participating carr~ef5· from· the requirements' o.f , 

Resolution 1'5 674 as it relates to- cost j'ustification of RR 208. I. .. ' 
5.. Granting the sou~t authority will have no. adverse effect 

provided the authority is estricted to.. those carriers for whom ' 

decision .. 
ccmccbsions of Lay 

shing agent on the effective date of this 

1.. The application should »e. granted, subject to the 
I 

restriction set forth in Finding S. 
2. Since -tiere is' no. protest to this appliCAtion, the 

effective~of thi~ deCiSi~R~~: be today. 

tt :IS ORDERED that: 
1. leal-west 'rariff~eau, Inc., Agent (CWTB) is authorized 'I, 

to retain, on behalf of the carriers for whom it acts as tariff' ! . 
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We will invi~e the t=~nspo~ation Divsion s~a!~ t 

pe~ition·to ~odifY GO 147A to remove any requirement tor 
to jus~i!1 reductions in rates ~a=ed sol~ly on ~e el~ . 
Central Coast~l Ter=itorl surc~ar~es. 
mwas 9:f ~ 

'1. By au~cri~y ;=ant~~ in D.~06o~ 
pa~icii?ating car~ie::s, met Qe, eompet::,:.::.:ve prov. sior.s o! R.~ 208 :by 

C~"lC2lli....,.g tile Cantr~l coastal.':cer:.itor'./ 
appeari..'"lg in C"...r.tB." Tari:!!:. ,21 'and 22. 

2_ ~.l=::.uant t:Resolution TS 674, 

justify i-:.s ":ne-tooJ
' o:R.~ 208'. 

l:ly.applic:l.t:'on of ~e 3. ':che~oun~ cfrevenue 
C~ntral Coastal 'l'c::;itory surc:'ar;ei cor..siderec. 
i:1 light of' t!le proc.igious, .amo\lnt .. 0 data. ::e-:t.:.irec: to ~ eo:t:1pi!ec. 
and f".l:nished. in ore-erto cost ju'" i~y the. '~::::.e~too/"of P-~ 20$ on 
:Ceb.alf" of Ue mOony c:1.:::=iers .... for'· 'OIt'.; ~..nB, ae-:s as ?=i:f p~iish:!.nq 

.. ' 

agent .. 
4. • C"il'':c'S requests 

provisions whieh eli:ninateee Central' coa~t:llTe==i":orl sure.b.arge. 
formerly published on beh f. of its. participating carri'ers, ane:·· to' ",,',' . 
excrapt . its partici-patil:! c:a~:tiirs"" irolI'.th~ =e~:;re:nents. o,f"'" , 

Resolution'I'S 674as'i 
S. Granting 

provided'the 
C'il"I'B acts" as 

relates t'o co~t ju!;ti!ic~tiono·f- RR. 20a:~ 
• "..-'".." 'J "',. II 

. soug'h.t authorl.ty w:J.J:l Mve no ac.ve:-se e:f!eet'" 
, , • ., '. I 

.is, restricted to thosecarri'ersfor whom 

agent o'n' ~e . ef!ec:ive,c.ate of this' 

1.. Tn' applicationsno\lld: be gr~nte~1' sul:JjeC't'to,t1le, 
restrietio' set f6~..b. in" Finding:. s. 

L, ',' " ' • , 

Sinee'there is,no-protest' to, this application~ ~e 
d.a t'e of thi.s, c1~cision . should.. ~e toeay.: 

, ", 
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/ 

publishing agent on the effective date of this dec~sion, the 
/ 

current tariff provisions which eliminated;Zthe Central Coastal 
Territory surcharge. 

2. CW'l'B is authorized to depart fro the provisions of 
Resolution TS &74, as it relates t~ COlt ' stification of Rate 
Reduction 20S. 

This order is effective tod& • 
Dated. , at San Francisco-, california. 
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