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Decision &8 06 016 JN 8 1588
BEFQRE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
the City of San Leandro to abandon

a public street across a railroad of
the Southexn Pacific Transportation
Company at Thornton Street and to
abanden a public street across a
railroad ¢f the Southern Pacific
Transportation Company at West
Estudillo Avenue and to ¢onstruct

a public street across a railroad of
the Southern Pacific Transportation
Company at Alvarade Street, San. Leandro,
Caleornla.

Application 88-01-014 -
(leed January ’5, 1988)'._
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OPINTION

~As part of the project. to construct Alvarado Street ‘

between West Estudillo Avenue and Thornton Street, the City of San"‘r
Leandro (City) requests authority to construct Alvarado Street at fl
grade across the tracks of Southern Paczflc Transportatlon o
Company's (SPT) main line in San Leandro, Alameda County.; The,‘
project includes closure of the existing nearby publmc grade
crossings of the same rail line at Thornton Street and West
Estudillo Avenue. : : RN

The pro:ect will prov;de~1mpr0ved trafflc c1rculatmon byﬁ~{”f“
allowing dlrect access between the developmng 1ndustr1a1 area
surroundlng the crossing location and major arterial streets w1th

freeway ramp connections. Appendix A,zs a sketch of the proposed
crossing location.
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City is the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation
and review of an Initial Study, City issued a Negative Declarationf
for the project. On April 14, 1986, a Notice of Determination was
filed with the County Clerk which found that the "project will not
have a significant effect on the environment."

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
undexr CEQA and has reviewed and consxdered the lead agency's.
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. : ‘ . g

The application compl;es with Rule 38 of the Commission'd’?
Rules of Practice and Procedure pertaining to constructzon of a ‘
public hxghway across a railroad.‘ Due to-extensive development

immediately adjacent to the proposed crosslng location, and the M,{ _‘
proximity of other publzc streets with Whlch Alvarado ;ntersects, a.

grade separation is not practzcal. o
The site of the proposed project has been 1nspected by o
the Commission staff. Field conditzono substantmally agree with ‘
details shown on the plans and descrlbed in -the applzcatxon.‘ Ihe -
staff examxned the need for and safety'of the proposed new razl :
crossing, and recommends Lssuance of an ex parte oxder authorzzmng

the proposed crosslng subject to. lnstallatlon of automatic gate— ,ﬁ”

type signals with cantilever llghts as. protectxon, and closure of .
the existing grade crosslngs-at Thornton Street and West EstudLIIO‘f":
Avenue. . ‘ o
City wishes to begin constructlon of the crosslng at the
earliest possible date. It is, therefore, requested that the usual
30-day c¢ffective date on an order be- walved.. We wzll make ‘our '
ordex’ effect;ve lmmedlately. ' ‘ ‘
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Notice of the application was published in the
Commission's Daily Calendar on January 21, 1988. No protests have
been received. A public¢ hearing is not necessary.

Findings of Fact

1. City requests author;ty undex Public Utilities (PU) Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct Alvarado Street at grade across. the
tracks of SPT's main llne in San Leandro, Alameda County. ‘

2. The proposed crossing is required to provxde improved
traffic ¢irculation. - v

3. Public convenience and‘neceeSEty‘require construction of
the Alvarado Street crossing. | {

4. Public safcty’requires'in tallatxon of two Standarxd No. -
92 automat;c gate-type signals. with cantllevers (General Order
(GO) 75-C) at the Alvarado Street crosszng.

5. Upon completion of the new grade crossing and its openingﬁwx;;yﬁ
to vehicular traffic, the existing nearby public grade crossings-at: - T

Thornton Street and West Bstudillo Avenue are to be closed and
phy31cally removed. S

6. City is the 1ead agency for this project under CEQA, as
amended. , o L o
7. The Commission is a responSibIe agency for this project

and has reviewed and concidered the lead agency-s Initlal Study andﬂt“”w”

Negative Declaration. ‘ ‘ :

8. The project will not have a sxgnlfxcant impact. on the "
environment.
Conclusions of Law

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the
followzng order. ‘ o ‘

2. The usuval 30-day effectmve date on an order should be :
waived as City wishes to begin constructxon of the c¢rossing at the
carliest possible date. ‘
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IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of San Leandro (City) is authorized to construct.
Alvarado Street at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific
Transportation Company's (SPT) main line in San Leandro, Alameda
County, at the location and substantially as shown by the plans

attached to the application, to be 1dent1£1ed as Cross;ng D-14. 96.\‘*‘“"

2. Construction of the crossang shall be equal or superior
to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-8- ' :

3. Clearances shall conform to GO 26-D. Walkways‘shall
conform to GO 118.

4. Protectzon at the cr0331ng shall be two Standard No._
9-A automatic gate—type szgnals.with cant;levers (GO 75=C).

S. Construction expense of the crossxng and 1nstallatzon
cost of the automatic protection shall be: borne'by Clty-«

6. Maintenance of the erossing shall conform to GO 72~B. Jf f“IV_
Maxntenance cost of the automatlc protectaon shall be borne by cltypﬁnw~

under PU Code Section 1202.2. ‘

7. Construction plans of the crossxng, approved by SPT,V
together with a copy of the agreement entered xnto ‘between the
parties, shall be filed with the Comm;ssion prxor to commencxng
construction.

‘8. Upon completion of the new Alvarado Street grade crosszngﬂfli
and 1ts opening to vehiculaxr traffic, the exzstlng nearby public Lo

grade crossings at Thornton Street and West Bstudillo Avenue’
(Crossings D-15.1 and D=l4. 8, respectxvely), shall be closed and
physzcally removed.‘ o

9. WLthzn 30 days. after completzon of the work under this |
oxder, Cxty shall advzse the Comm;sszon in wrxtlng that the
authorxzed work has been completed.-

e
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10. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
two years unless time is extended or if the above ¢onditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require.

11. The application is granted as set forth above.

This oxder is effectzve today.

Dated ,mn gma s at San Francisco, California.

STANLEH’VV Hxnu;rr
- President
. DONALDVIAL
FREDERICK R DUDA
C. "MITCHELL WILK
JOEIN B. OHANJAN.
: - -Commissioners

. ‘q f
! CC"‘"IT’Y T’-’AT ".'H!S DCC!SO
'WAS\APD.J\O‘W:D TBY,THE ABOVE
COM\A(Q&O\ERS TODAY. ‘_‘
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ALVARADO STREET EXTENS/ON
WEST ESTUDILLO AVE. TO THORNTON ST.
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