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Decisio~ 88 09 055 S£P 28 1988 
BEFORE THE POBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
AIRSIGNAL OF CALIFORNIA, INC., a ) 
California corporation, for a ) 
certifieate to construct additional ) 
radiotelephone utility facilities ) 
serving in and around Merced and ) 
Mt. Bullion, california as may be ) 
required by seetion 1001, et seq. ) 
of the California PUblic Utilities ) 
Code. (U-202S-C) ) 

--------------------------------) 
OPINION 

Application 88-08-009 
(Filed August 4, 1988) 

Mailed 

fSEP' 2 9 1988 

Applicant Airsignal of California, Inc .. , a california 
corporation, requests a certificate of pUblie eonvenience and 
necessity to construct and operate facilities for the purpose of 
expanding its publie utility one-way and two-way radiotelephone 
utility (RTC') service to the Merced and Mt .. Bullion areas. The 
application shows that eopi~s of the applieation were served on 31 

radiotelephone utilities with which the proposed service may be 

competitive. Notice of the filing· of the application appeared in 
the Commission's Daily Calendar. of August 9, 1988:. No protests to ' 
the application have ~een received. 

Applicant is currently authorized to' render RT'C' service' 
in and around the greater metropolitan areas of Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and sacramento as-. well as in the San Joaquin, Valley. 
The application shows that as of June 30,. 1987 application had an 
unaudited net worth of approximately $15 million. 

Applicant proposes to' construet two·~ase stations,;: Total· 
cost to install the two, base' stations with allied equipment is 
estimated by applicant .to· be approximately $114,600. The base . 

station antennas will be located.onexisting.towers· in·existillq 
antenna farms and therefore will not result. in a significant 
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adverse effect upon the environment. Applicant does not expect to 
make a profit in its first year of operation but does expect to 
make a profit of approximately $48,000 in its fifth year of 
operation. Applicant will charge the same rates that it is now 
charging in its other service areas and apply the same tariff rules 
and regulations. 

Applicant intends to o,ffer state-of-the-art paging and 
two-way mobile services which will be fully automatic and 
interconnected and will initially include all of its presently 
offered paging and two-way mobile services. Applicant believes 
that its technical competence is evidenced by its existing 
operations in the areas to, which the proposed base stations ~ill be 

an addition. 
Applicant believes the proposed service will 

substantially improve its e)Cisting service by improving service 
reliability on the fringes of its current service area. By 
extending its coverage into Merced and the Mt.. Bullion areas, 
applicant will be able to :better serve the public :by providing­
sing-le carrier service over most areas in California. 
Discussion. 

Before applicant may lawfully perform the requested 
service it must secure a construction permit and assigned radio 
frequency :from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). 
Applicant has three permits with its· application :but only one such 
permit is in applicant's name.. The other two' permits are in the, 
name of Mccaw Cellular, Inc. andMCI Airsignal of California, Inc. 
The FCC permit in applicant's name'pertains to, one-way signaling 
with a base station located in Merced. Therefore,. our authority 
granted herein will authorize the construction and operation of a·' . 
one-way signaling base station in Merced., Conditional authority 
only will be given to construct two-way mobile racliotelephonebasE:" 
stations in Merced and on Mt. Bullion conditioned upon the 
s~mission by applicant o,f evidence that it possesses in its own 

- z -



• 

• 

• 

A.88-08-009 ALJ/WSP/jc * 

name FCC construction permits for such two-way mobile 
radiotelephone service. 
Findings of Fa£!; 

1. Applicant requests a certificate to construct and operate 
facilities for the purpose of expanding its public utility one-way 
and two-way radiotelephone service in the Merced and Mt. Bullion 
areas. 

2. Applicant possesses one ot the three requisite FCC 
permits to- conduct such service. 

3. To construct and install the proposed additional base 
stations will cost approximately $114,600, including allied 
equipment. 

4. As of June 30, 1987 applicant had a net worth of 
approximately $15 million. 

S. Applicant's operation would retu%'n a profit at least by 
the end of its fifth year of operation. 

6. The proposed base stations-will be located on existing 
radio transmission towers in eXisting antenna farms. 

7 • The proposed service is technically feasible. 
8. The proposed service is economically feasible. 
9. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 

possibility that the activity in question may have a s-ignificant 
effect on the environment. 

10. Public convenience and necessity require the granting of 
the application. 

11. A public hearing is not necessary. 
12. Applicant should be subject to the user fee as a 

percentage of gross intrastate revenue pursuant to PUblic Utilities 
(PO') Code §§ 431-435. The fee currently is 1/10 of 1% for the 
fiscal year 1988-8:9. 
Q2nclusisms of Law 

1. The application should l:>e granted for the proposed l:>as.e -
station for one-way service at'Merced • 
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2. In all other respects the application should be granted 
on ,condition that the applicant present verified evidence that it 
possesses in its own name FCC construction permits covering the 
proposed two-way radiotelephone service. 

~. Because applicant must, according t~ the one FCC permit 
in its name, coroplete construction of its base station by 
October 7, 1988, this order will be made effective today .. 

4. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 1· 
possibility that the proposed. project may have a significan'1: effect \ 
on the environment. I . ,. 

Only the amount paid to the state for operative rights 
may be used in rate fixing. The state may grant any number of 
rights and may cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these 
rights at any time. 

2,JlDER 

IT :rs ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

granted to Airsignal of california, Inc. (applicant) to construct 
and operate faeilities for the purpose of rendering public 
utility one-way radiotelephone service with a base station located 
at 171S N. Street, Merced (Lat. 37- 18' 10" N, Long. 120· 29' 
OS" W) and a service ar.ea as shown on the Merced contour map 
attached in Exhibit B in Application CA. .. ) 8S-08-009. 

2. Subject to fulfilling the condition set forth in Ordering 
Paragraph :> and not until then, a certificate of publie convenience 
and necessity is granted to applicant to construct and operate 
facilities for the purpose· of rendering public utility two-way 
radiotelephone service with base stations located at 1715 N 
Street, Merced (Lat. 37· IS' 10'" N, Long. 120· 09' OS" W) and Mount 
Bullion, Mariposa County (Lat. 37- 32' 00'" N, Long. 120· 01' 29" W) 
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and a service area as sh.own on the third :map of Exhibit B in 
A .. SS-OS-009. 

3. Within 30 days after this order is effective, applicant 
shall file in this case evidence that it has in its name FCC 
permit(s) authorizinq it to construct the two-way radiotelephone 
facilities for which authority is requested herein. 

4. Within two weeks after this order is effective, applicant 
shall file a written acceptance of the certificates qranted in this 
proceedinq. 

s. Applicant is authorized to" file tariffs applicable to the; 
service as it Decomes authorized containinq rates, rules, and 
charges otherwise applicable to its radiotelephone services.. 'rb.e 
offerinqs, rates, and charges shall be those. which applicant is now 
charqinq for like service. this filing shall comply with General 
Order 96-A. the tariffs shall become effectiVe .on not less. than 10 
days' notice .. 

6. Applicant shall file, after the effective date. of this 
order and in compliance with Ordering Paragraph $,. as part of its 
individual tariff, a service·areamap' draw.n.in conformity with the 
provisions of the FCC Rule 22 .. 5004, commonly known as the ncarey' 
Report," consistent with its proposed service area asset forth on 
the maps of proposed service area as attached to A.SS-OS-009 .. 

7. Applicant shall notify this commission, in writing,. of 
the date each of the services authorized herein is first rendered 
to the pukllic :under the rates, rules, and charges authorized within 
five days after services Degin. 

8:: Applicant shall keep its books and .records in aecordance 
with the Uniform System of Accounts for· Radiotelephone Utilities 
prescribed by this Commission .. 

( 
I 
\ 

9. Applicant shal.l file an axmual report, in compliance with. . 
General Order 104-A,. on a ealendar-yearbasis using CPOC Annual 
Report Form L and prepared· in accordance with the instructions 
included in that form. 

'10. Any certificate granted and the authority to render 
service under the rates, and eharqes authorized will expire if not 
exercised within 12 months after the effective date of this order. 
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11. Applicant is subject to, the user fee as a percentage of 
gross intrastate revenue under PU Code §§ 431-43$. 

12. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order is effective today. 
Dated SEP 28 1988 , at San Francisco, california. 
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SfANLEY W. HtJU:r:r' 
Presldcont 

,DONALD VIAL 
FREOERIClC R. DUD ..... 
C. MITCHELL, WII.J: 
JOHN It OHANIAN, 
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name FCC construction permits for such two-way mobile 
radiotelephone service. 
Findings of Fact /' 

/1 
1. Applicant requests a certificate to construCt and operate 

facilities for the purpose of expanding its public~tility one-way 
and two-way radiotelephone service in the Merced~nd Mt. Bullion 
areas. ~ 

2. Applicant possesses one of the thr~ requisite FCC 
permits to conduct such service. ~ 

3. To construct and install the p~oposed additional base 
stations will cost approximately $114;60'0, including allied 
equipment. 

4. As of June 30, 19a7 applicant had a net worth of 
approximately $lS million. ~ 

50. Applicant's operation would. return a profit at least by 

the end of its fifth year of op~ration. 
6. The proposed base s~tions will be located on existing 

radio transmission in existin~ antenna farms. 
7. The proposed serv~e is technically feasible. 
s. The proposed ser/ice is economically' feasible. 
9. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 

possibility that the a~vitY in question may have a significant 
effect on the envirotune'nt. 

10. Public conv~nienee and necessity require the qrantinq of 
the application. / 

11. A public hearing is not necessary. 
I . 

l2. Applicant should be subject to.the user fee as a.' 
/ ' 

percentage of gross intrastate revenue pursuant to Public Utilities 
CPO') Code §§ 43J43S. .. · Tbe fe~ currently is 1(10 of 1% for the . 

I 

fiscal year 198ft-S9. 
Concl.Usions Of/LaW 

1. Th~/application should be qranted for the proposed base 
/ 

station for ne-way service at Merced • 
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2. In all other respects the application should be granted/' 
" 

on condition that the applicant present verified evidence that,/i t 
./ 

possesses in its own name FCC construction permits cover~7'ng the 
proposed two-way radiotelephone service. 

3. Because applicant must, according to the one;rcc permit 
in its name, complete construetion of its base station by 
October 7, 1988, this order will be made effective/~oday. 

Only the amount paid to the state for operative rights 
may be used in rate fixing. The state may gran.~ any number of 
rights and may cancel or modify the monopoly eature of these 
rights at any time. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

~. 

l. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 
granted to Airsignal of californi~! Inc. (applicant) to. construct 
and operate facilities for the pu~ose of rendering public 
utility one-way radiotelephone ~rvice with abase station located 
at l7l5 N. Street, Merced (Lat!. 37- l8' lOft N,: Long. l20· 29' . 
08" W) and a service area asJ'hownon the Merced contour map 
attached. in EXhibit B in Ap,lication (A.) 88-08-009. 

2. Subject to. fulflllling the conclition set forth in Ordering' 
Paragraph 3 and not untill'then, a certificate, of public convenience' 

/' 
and necessity is granted to, applicant to construct and operate 

I 
facilities for the purpose of rendering pub lie utility two-way 
radiotelephone servie~ with base stations located. at 17lS N 
Street, Merced (Lati 37· 18' 10"N,Long. 120· 09" OS" W) and Mount 

. J - . 
Bullion, Mariposa County (Lat. 37· 32' 00" N , Long. 120· 01' Z9""W)' 

and a service are'- as shown on the third map of Exhibit :a. in 
A.SS-OS-009. ~ 

3. With£n 30 d.ays after this order is effective, applicant 
I 

shall file is case evidence that it has in its name FCC 
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permit(s) authorizing it to construct the two-way radiotelephone 
tacilities for which authority is requestea herein. 

4. Within two weeks after this order is effective, apPlican~ 
,/ 

shall file a written acceptance of the certificates granted in this 
proceeding. ~ 

5-. Applicant is authorized to file tariffs applicable to the 
serviee as it beeomes authorize~ eontaining rates, ruleS~dnd 
charges otherwise applicable to its radiotelephone se~ces. The 
offerings, rates, and charges shall be those which ~plicant is now 
charging for like service. This filing shall com~~ with General 
Order 96-A. The tariffs shall beco~e effective on not less than 10 
days' notice. / 

6. Applicant shall file, after theeff.eetive date of this 
/ 

order and in compliance with Ordering paraC]raph 5, as part of its 
individual tariff" a service area map dra~ in conformity with the 
provisions of the FCC Rule 22.504, eommlnly known as the A"Carey 
Report,A" consistent with its proposed !service area as set forth on 
the ~aps of proposed service area as/attaChed to A.S.S.-OS-009. 

7. Applicant shall notify this Commission, in-writing, of 
the date each of the services authorized herein is first rendered 
to' the public under the rates, ~les, and charges authorized within' 
five days after services beginti 

8. Applicant shall ke~ its books and records in accordance 
with the Uniform System o·f iccounts 'for Radiotelephone Utilities 
prescribed by this commission. . 

9. APplicantshalJlfile an annual 'report, in compliance with 
General Order .104-A, on/~ calendar-year basis using CP'O'C Annual 
Report Form Lana prep~red in accordance with the instructions 
included in that form! 

10. Any certificate granted and the authority to' render 
service under the ~a'tes, and charges authorized will expire if not 
exercised within ~2 months after the effective date of this or~er • 

I 
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