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Deeision '_' __ 88_0_9_0_5_8 __ SEP 28 1988 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application 
of the City of Carpinteria to. 
Construct a below qrade City 
Class I Bikeway under the traeks 
o.f the Southern Pacific Transpor
tation Company in the County of 
Santa Barbara, State ot calitornia 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------------------) 
OPINIQN 

Application 88-05-'031 
(Filed May 13, 19'88) 

The ~ity of carpinteria (City) requests authority to. 
construct a Class I Bikeway at separated grades under the tracks 
of the Southern Pacific Transportation Company's. CSP'r) Coast Main 
Line in carpinteria,. Santa Barbara county. 

The proposed'bikeway crossing will 'provide improved access 
from the residential communities on the north side o.f the tracks 
to the beach areas on the south side of the tracks. The bicycle 
undercrossing is a part of a se9IUent of the City's desiq:nated 
Bikeway Master Plan that will also provide access to the 
carpinteria Beach state Park located: south of the tracks. 

City is the lead agency tor this proj ect under the 
california Environmental Quality Act 'o.t 1970 CCEQA), as alIlended, 
Public Resources CPR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. Cityhas 
determined that this project is categorically exempt trom CEQA 
under class 4: Minor Alterations to Land, as a creation o·t a 
bicycle lane on existing right of way,. under Section 15104 (h) of 
the CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Admin .. ,. Code - Div .. 0.). 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this proj.ect ' 
under CEQA and has reviewed and, considered the lead agency's 
categorical exemption determination. 

-1-

'. 



• 

• 

• 

A.88-05-031 T/RRT/hs 

The site of the proposed Bikeway Undercrossing has been 
inspected by the Commission's Traffic Engineering staff. After a 
review and analysis of futuro train traffic and bikeway 
qeometrics ot the area, the statt recommends that approval be 
granted to construct the biJCeway crossing at separated grades. 

City has met the filing requirements of the Commission's 
Rules of Praetice and Procedures, including RUle 38, whieh 
relates to construction of Public Highways across railroad 
tracks. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
'Commission's Daily Calendar on May 19, 1988. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings or Fact , 

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities Code 
Seetions '1201-120S to construct a Class I Bikeway undercrossinq 
at separated grades under the tracks 'of SP'I"'s ,Coast Main Line in 
carpinteria, Santa Barbara County. 

2 • Construetion of the Bikeway Undercrossinq is reqllired ' 
to provide access to the beach areas, on the south side of the SPT 
tracks from the residential areas on~e north, as well as to 
provide access to a City Park on, the, south side o·f the tracks. 

3,. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
construction of the proposed Bikeway Undercrossing at separated 
grades. 

4. City is the lead agency for this proj.ect under CEQA, as 
amended. 

5. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project. 
and has reviewed and considered'the lead aqeney"s eategorieal 
exemption determination. 

6. Tbe project will not have a siqnifieant effect on the 
environment • 
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~nclusioDS of Law 
1. The applieation should be granted as set forth in the 

following ord.er .. 
2. The aetivity is not eovered by the requirements set 

forth in CEQA and, therefore, the Guidelines (14 Cal. Adlnin. Code 
- Div. &) coneerning the evaluati~n of projeets and. the 
preparation and review of environmental documents do· not apply. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The City of Carpinteria (City), is authorized to 

construct bikeway crossing at separated grades under the tracks 
of the Southern Pacific'Transportation Company·s (SP'r) Coast Main 
Line in carpinteria, Santa Barbara County, at the location and 
substantially as shown on plans attached to the applieation, and 
Appendi,x. A to- this order, to be identified as Crossing E-3.S2.11-
B. 

2. clearanees shall be in aecordance with GO, 26-D. 
Walkways shall conform to GO 118. 

3. construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into among the 
parties. A eopy of the ac;reement, together with plans of the 
crossing approved by SPr, shall be :filed with the commission 
prior to commencing construction.. Should the parties fail to
ac;ree, the commission shall apportion the costs of construction 
and maintenance by further order. 

4. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, City shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed • 
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s. This authoriza.tion sha.ll expiro if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions 
are not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified 
if public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

6. The application is qranted as set forth above. 
This order is effective 30 days from today. 
Dated SEP 28 1988 , at San Francisco, California 

• "''-, ' ...... r" " ~.' I ' .... '" 

'I' CERTn:r'lH~T''TH1S DEClS'ON. '.' 
WAS APPROVEI)-' BY' THE Al!JOVf., " ~. , 
COMMISSIONERS, TODAY.. . .... I' 

iJ·· .~-.' tJduu· . ..... '. 
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Victor we..ar. &.tcuMDiiw<W 
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