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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision 88 10 025 0CT 14 1988

Application of the County of Sacramento)

to remove an existing private grade

crosslng and construct a public grade

crossing of the Southern Pacifie Application 88=06-023
Transportation Company Placerville (Filed June 16, 1988)
Branch Tracks at M.P. 106.66. west of

Nimbus.

OPINION
The County of Sacramento (County) requests authority to
construct Bureaucrat Way at grade'across Southern Pacific
Transportation Company's (SPT) Placerville Branch Line near Folsom,
Sacramento County.
The proposed grade crossing will provide public acceSS-toﬁ
two parcels with approximately 9.4 total acres zoned industrial. |

Access to the parcels is presently provided by a private grade

crossing which will be closed and physically removed upon completion

of the proposed public crossing and its opening to vehicular
traffic. The property is bounded on the north by Folsom Boulevard
and the SPT tracks, on the west and south by vacant industrial
property, and on the east by a 5.96 acre developed industrial site.*t
County is the lead agency for this projeét under the |
California Environmental Quality Act of lQ?O-CCEQA), as amended,

Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After preparation-andj
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review of an Initial Study, County issucd a Negative Declaration and
approved the project. On June 23, 1988, a Notice of Determination
was f£iled with the Sacramento County Clerk which found that "The
project will not have a significant effeect on the environment”.

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's Initial
Study and Negative Declaration.

To improve the riding quality and durability of the
crossing, County requests an exemption from General Order (GO)
72-8B to permit installation of a rubber giade crossing surface,
which e¢rxossing surface is not included within the standards of the ”
Commission's GO 72-B. Since there appears to be ample
Justification for the installation of a rubber grade crossing
surface in this instance, an exemption from GO 72=-8 to permit the
installation will be granted.

The application meets the filing regquirements of the
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rule 38,
wnich relates to construction of a pudblic highway across a
railroad. Due to the few train movements and projected light
vehicular traffic, a grade separation at this location is not
practical. A sket¢ch of the proﬁéct vicinity is set forth as
Appendix A.

The site ¢of the proposed project has Deen inspected

by the Commission's Traffic Engineering staff. The staff examined‘j

-2




A.88-06-023 T/ET/3pk

the need for and safety of the proposed rail c¢rossing, and
recommends issuance of an ex parte order authorizing the proposed
crossing subject to the installation of automatic gate-type
signals as protection, and cleosure ¢of the existing private crossing
which is located approximately 580 feet west of the proposed
crossing.

Notice of the application was published in the
Commission's Daily Calendar on June 21, 1988. Yo protests have been
received. A public hearing is not necessary.

Pindings of Fact

1. County requests authority under Public Utilities Code
(PU) Sections 1201-1205 to construct Bureaucrat Way at grade
across the tracks of SPT's Placeville Branch Line near Folsom,
Sacramento County. .

2. The proposed grade ¢crossing is required to provide publicf
access to two industrially zoned parcels.

3. Public convenience and necessity require construction oij
the proposed ra;lroad—hxghway crossing.

4. Public safety requlres that, protection at the crosszng be
two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C).

5. The public and the railroad will benefit from mnstallatzon

of a rubber grade cross;ng surface at the crossing.
6. Upon completlon of the new grade crossxng and its openxng
to vehicular trafflc, the. exzstlng pr;vate crossmng, which is located'
approximately 580 feet west of the proposcd Bureaucrat Way crossxng
will be closed and phys;cally removed.
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7. County is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as
amended.

€. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and
has reviewed and considered the lead agency's Initial Study and:
Negative Declaration.

9. The project will have no significant impact on the
environment.

Conclusions of Law

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the

following oxderx.
2. An exemption from GO 72-B should be granted to permit

installation of a rubber ¢grade crossing surface at the crossing.
QRDER

IT IS ORDERED that:
1. The County of Sacramento (County) is authorized to
construct Burcaucrat Way at grade across the tracks of Southern
Pacific Transportation Company's (SPf) Placerville Bfanch Lide

near Folsom, Sacramento County, at the location and substantially  '

as shown by plans attached to the application, to be identifiéd_ﬁsi

Crossing AH-106.66.
2. County is granted an exemption from GO 72-B to permit
installation of a rubber grade crossing surface at the crossing.
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3. Construction of the crossing shall be in ac¢cordance with
the provisions of GO 72-B except that a rubber grade crossing
surface shall be installed.

4. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26~D.

Walkways shall conform to GO 1ll8.

5. Protection at the ¢rossing shall be two Standard No. 9
automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-=C).

6. Construction expense of the crossing and installation
cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by County.

7. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.
Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by
County under PU Code Section 1202.2.

8. Construction plans of the c¢rossing, approved by SPT, o
together with a ¢copy of.the agreement entered into between the
parties, shall be £iled with the Commission prior t£o commencing:
construction.

9. Upon completion of the new Bureaucrat Way grade crossing
and its opening to vehicular traffic, the existing private |
crossing, which is located approximately 580 feet west of the.new
grade crossing; sﬁall“be cldéed §n¢ physiéally removed. |

10. Within 30 days after éompletion of the work under this

order, County shall notify the Commission in writing that the

authorized work has been completed.
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1l. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
two years unless time 1s extended or if the above conditions are not
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if pudblic
convenience, necessity, or safety so reqdire.

12. The application is granted as set forth above.

This order becomes effective 30 days from today.

pated 0CT14 1988 , at san Francisco, California.

| CERTIFY. THAT THIS DECISION.
WAS APFROVED .Y THE ABOVE
COMINSSIONERS "ODAY. o

Uil

VictorWeisser, Executive Dnrocror R
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