
• 

• 

• 

A.LJ/WAT/rsr 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC VTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
Bahram Shahab and Mehrdad Haji ) 
Moradi, dba LA XPress, for authority ) 
to operate as a passenger stage ) 
between certain portions o·f Los ) 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San ) 
Bernardino, and Ventura Counties ) 
on the one hand, and Los Angeles ) 
International (LAX) Airport and ) 
Burbank (BUR) Airport, Lone; Beach ) 
Airport, John Wayne Airport, ) 
Ontario Airport, Amtrak Station, ) 
and Los Angeles and Long Beach ) 
Harbors on the other hand. ) 

-------------------------------) 
o p :r NJ 0 N' 

Application 88-05-049 
(Filed May 26, 1988) 

Applicants Bahram Shahab and Mehrdad Haji Moradi, doing 
business as :tA XPress (XPress), request authority under Public 
Utilities (PO) Code Section 103l, et seq. to establish and operate 
a passenger stage service for the transportation of passengers and . 
baggage between certain points in Los Angeles"Orange,. Riverside,. 
San Bernardino,. and Ventura Counties on the one hand, and Los 
Angeles International (LAX),. Burbank. (BtiR) Airport,. Long Beach 
Airport, Ontario Airport, John wayne Airport,. Alntrak Station, and 
Los Angeles and tong Beach Harbors on the other hand. 

Notice of filing of the application appeared in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on May 31, 1988. In addition, notice 
of the filing of the application was served by XPress on all 
governmental agencies and regional transportation planning agencies 
within whose boundaries passengers will be loaded and unloaded. A, 

protest to the application was filed by the City of Los Angeles.,. 
I>epartlnent of Transportation • 
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XPress proposes to operate an Non-call" service within 
the following described areas: 

1. In Los Angeles County, all points south of 
the Santa Susana and San Gabriel mountains. 

2. All of ventura County south of the Los 
Padres National Forest. 

3. All of Orange County. 

4. In Riverside County the cities and 
communities of Corona, Lake Elsinore, Mira 
Lema, Norco and Riverside. 

S. The southwestern portion of San Bernardino 
county. 

XPress proposes to perfo~ it$ on-call door-to-door 
service on a 24-hour, 7-day-per-week basis. XPress intends to 
utilize 30 new fully automatic, air conditioned, 7-passenger vans 
equipped with two-way radios. The fare structure between the point 
of origin and point of destination throughout the service area 
varies according to the zip- code or airport where the passenger 
boards and the deboarding point. 

The service area boundaries wi thin ·".hich XPress will 
operate are as follows: 

Los Angeles county 

Within all points south of the Santa Susana and 
San Gabriel Mountains. 

Orange county; 

All points within the geographical limits of 
Orange County • 
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Sou~h~tn Veotu~ County 

All points south of the Los PaQres National 
Forrest, including' the following' cities/ 
communities and postal zip, code areas: 

Citti,COXlllIlun i:t,y 

Camarillo 
Fillmore 
Moorpark 
Oakview 
Ojai 
O;)O'lard 
Piru 
Point MUgu 
Port Hueneme 
santa Paula 
Simi Valley 
Somis 
Thousand Oaks 
Ventura 

Zip Code 

93010 
93015-
93021 
93022 
93023 
93030-9303S 
93040 
93042' 
93,041-93043 
93060 
93062-93-065-
93066 
9l360-9l362 
93001-93004 

~Q£thw~$tern San BernardinQ County 

All points within the following cities! 
communities and postal zip, code areas: 

City/CQMunity 

Alta Loma 
Bloomington 
Bryn Mawr 
Chino 
Colton 
Etiwanda 
Fontana 
Grand Terra~e 
Guasti 
Highland 
Loma Linda 
Montclair 
Ontario 
Rancho CUcamonga 
Rialto' 
San Bernardino 
Opland 

- 3 -

Zip C09.e 

91701 
92'316, 
92318 
9l709-9l710 
92324 
91739 
92335--92336 
9232'4 
91743 
92346 
9235-4 
91763 
91761, 9l762', 91764 
9173-0 
92'373-92374 
92401-92'418 
91786 
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Riverside Co~nty 

All points within the following cities( 
communities and postal zip code areas: 

~ty/C9l1\munity 

Corona 
Lake Elsinore 
Mira Loma 
Norco 
Riverside 

Zip CQd~ 

91719;091720 
92330 
917$2 ' 
91760 
92'50'1-90521 

Financial information contained' in the application shows . 
total assets of $303,000 and total liabilities ot $17;0000. 
The proj ected annual income and expense statement contained in the . 
application, based on 30 operatinq vans, contemplates a net income. 
of $939,080 before taxes. 

XPress alleges that public convenience and necessity 
require the granting of this application tor the following reasons: 

1. More than 2-2 m.illion passengers passed 
through Los Angeles International Airport 
during the first half of 1988' which is an 
increase of '12'% over a comparable period in 
1987. 

2. 

" I 

According'to figures obtained from the LOs 
Angeles Departm.ent 0'£ Airports (ALDA) 
domestic travel was up 11.2% and 
international travel increased.by 18'.7% 
over/the previous period. 

The addition of several new airlines flyinq 
into Long BeaCh-Airport and theprospeet of 
expansions in Ontario and John Wayne 
Airports further shows a public need tor 

,this type of transportation. XPress 
. believes that all these additional 

travelers should have a dependable and good 
quality transportation serviee available 
with reasonable fares. 

" Both applicants contend they have extensive expe~ience in· 
opera~ing and managing their own taxi operations' in Los Angeles for 
a number of years • 

/ 
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The thrust of the protest of the City of Los Angeles 
Department ,of Transportation, (LADOT) is that the residents and 
visitors of the City of Los Angeles are harmeQ by the excessive 
number of companies providing on-call, door-to-door service to and 
from LAX because the finite number of passengers is spread among 
numerous vans. The reduced load factors will result eventually in 
higher fares, the excess vehicles cause congestion at LAX, and the 
numerous companies create confusion for the public as well as 
enforcement difficulties. 

LADOT indicates that at a hearing it would present 
evidence that the additional small vehicles at LAX would add to 
traffic congestion and would add to' enforcement problems at LAX; 
and that there is no need for additional public transportation 
services to or from LAX. LADeT would hope to show that 
applicants are neither financially, nor technically qualified to 
operate a passenger stage service to serve the proposed areas. For. 
these reasons LAOOT requests the appl'ication,be denied or that the 
matter be set for hearing. 
Diseu,ssion' 

At the outset, we take note of the fact that there have 
been no protests filed by potential competitors of XPress. We also 
note that LADeT consistently protests every passenger stage 
application for authority to serve LAX. This Commission has time 
and again granted 'passenger stage aPP'lieations des.pite LAooT"S 
protests which have regularly been pursued at hearing ~ In Decision . 
(D.) 87-l0-084, dated october Z8, 1987, the Commission, in 
discussing LADOT's protest, identical to, the protest herein,. 
stated: 

HWe are aware that City (LAOO'I') routinely 
protests every'application'fo~ a certificate 'of 
public convenience and necessity tiled by any 
transportation companywh~ wishes to transport 
passengers to LAX. It is further noted that 
the congestion and number of transportation 
vehicles operating on "the property of LAX.: is 
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not the responsibility of City's OepartInent of 
Transportation. That responsibility lies 
solely with the Department o·f Airports, City of 
Los Angeles, which grants permits to· taxica~s, 
buses, private for-hire vehicles, shuttle 
services, etc. That Department has not filed 
any protest to this application. It appears 
that City, which does supervise taxica~ 
operations, is primarily concerned with the 
competition that the proposed service may offer 
to City's franchised taxicab· companies at LAX 
which· could possibly have an impact on the 
revenues derived by City.H 

Rule 8.2 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and 
Procedure states that the filing of a protest does not ensure that 
a public hearing will be held. Since the Department of Airports 
has not protested this application, nor has any competinCJ passenCJer 
stage carrier, a costly and time consUmin9 public hearing in this 
matter would serve no useful purpose. Accordingly, it is . 
determined that a public hearing need not be held in this matter, 
that the application should be granted and that the protest of 
LADOT should be denied. 
Finding!:; of Fact 

1. Applicants have the ability, equipment, and financial 
resources to perform the proposed service.' 

2. A protest to the application was filed by Los Angeles 
City Department of Transportation": 

3. Los Angeles City Department of Transportation routinely 
protests every application for passenger stage authority to operate 
at LAX. 

4. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a signi!ieant 
effeet on the environment • 
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S. The rates proposed in the application are reasonable. 
6. In accordance with Rule 8.2 of the Commission's Rules of 

Practice and Procedure, a public hearing is not necessary. 
ConeJ.v.si.on of Law 

PUblic convenience and necessity have been demonstrated 
and a certificate should be granted to applicants. 

Only the amount paid to the state for operative rights 
may be used in rate fixing_ The state may grant any number of 
rights and may cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these 
rights at any time. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

qranted to Bahram Shahab and Mehrdad Haj'i Moradi, authorizinq them', 
to operate as a passenger stage co~oration, as defined in PO' Code 
Section 226, between the points and' over'the routes set forth in 
Appendix PSC-S038, to transport persons, 'baggage, and/or express. 

2. Applicants shall: 
a. File a written acceptance of this 

certificate within 30 days after this order 
is effective. 

b. Establish the authorized- service and file' 
tariffs and timetables within 120 days 
after this order is'ef'fective. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

State in their tariffs and timetables when 
service will start; allow at least lO days' 
notice to, the commission; and make 
timetables and tariffs effective 10 or more 
days after this order is effective. 

comply with General orders Series 79, 98., 
101, and 104, and the calirornia Highway 
Patrol safety rules. 

Maintain accounting records in conformity 
with the uniform System of Accounts • 
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f. Remit to the Commission the Transportation 
Reimbursement Fee required by PU Code 
Section 403 when notified. by mail to d.o so. 

3. Prior to initiating service to any airport, applicants 
shall notify the airport authority involved. This certificate does 
not authorize the holders to conduct any operations on the property 
of or into any airport unless such operation is authorized by both 

this Commission and. the airport authority involved. 
4. Applicants ~,re authorizecl. to begin operations oX?- the elate 

that the Executive Director mails a notice to applicants that they 
have evielence of insurance on file with the Commission anel that the 
california Highway Patrol has approved the use of applicants' 
vehicles for service. 

S. The application is granted as set forth above. 
6. The protest of the City of Los Angeles Department of 

Transportation is denied. 
This order becomes' effective 30 days from today • 
Dated OCT 14 1988 , San Francisco, california. 
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STANLEY W. HULEn' 
Pr~t 

DONALD VIAL 
FREDERICK It DUDA 
C. MI'I'CHELL·· VV'IIX 
JORNa O~1AN 
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Appendix PSC-S038 Bahram Shabab and 
Mchrdad Haji Moradi 

Original Titl~ Page 

CERTIFICATE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPORATION 

PSC-S038 

Showing passenger stage operative rights, restrictions, limitations, 
exceptions, and privileges applicable· thereto.: . 

All changes and amendments as authorized by the 
Public Utilities Commission of the· State of california 
will be made as revised pages or added original pages •. 

Issued under authority of Decision 88 3.0 '026 ,dated· QC.T 141988: . 
of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of california in 
Application 88-0S-04~ • 
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Appendix PSC-S038 Bahram Shahab and 
Hehrdad Baji Horadi 

original Page 1 

SECTION 1. 

SECTION 2. 

SECTION 3. 

GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, 
LIMITATIONS, AND SPECIFICATIONS .................. :..2 

SERVI CE AREA •• , .......................... , ........... · ....... 4 

ROOTE· OESCR.IPTION ........................ " .................... " •.• 6- : 

Issued by the PUbli.c Utilities Commission .. 

Decision 88 10 026 , Application 88-05-049 .. 
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Appendix PSC-S038 Bahram. Shahab and 
Hehrdad Baji Horadi 

Original Page 2 

SECTION l~ GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Bahram Shahab and Mehrdad Haji Moradi, ~y the certificate of 
publie convenienee and necessity granted ~y the decision noted in 
the margin, are authorized to transport passengers and their baggaqe ' 
on a door-to-door on call ~asis between points in Los Angeles County, 
Orange County, Ventura County, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, 
descri~ed in section 2, and Los Angeles International (LAX), 
Bur~ank/Glendale/Pasadena (BUR), Ontario International (ONT), 
Long Beach (LGB), John Wayne (SNA) Airports, Los Angeles and Long 
Beach Harbors and Amtrak Station, over andalon9 the route described~. 
sUbj eot,. however,. to the authority of this COlnxl'll.ssion to, change or:, : 
modify the route at any time and sUbj ect to, the following provisions:' 

(a) Motor vehicles may be turned at termini and intermediate, 
points, in either direction, at intersections of streets' 
or by operating around a block contiguous to such inter­
sections, in accordance with local traffic regulations. ' " 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

When route descriptions are· given in one direction, they 
apply to, operation in either d.irection unless otherwise 
indicated. 

The term Non-call" as used refers to service which is 
authorized to be 'rendered dependent on the. demands of 
passengers. The tariffs and timetables shall show the 
conditions under which each authorized on-call service 
will be rendered, and shall inelude the description of ' the 
bound.ary of each fare zone~ exce~t when a single fare is" 
charged to all points within a sl.ngle incorporated city.,: 

No passengers. shall be transported except those having , 
points of origin or destination at LAX" BUR,. ON'l', !.GB, , 
SNA, Los Angeles or !.ong Beach Har~r or Axntrak Station.'· 

Issued by the PUblic utilities Commission. 

• Decision sa 10 026 ,. Application $$-05-049 ~ 

.,I"c', •. 
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Appendix PSC-S038 Bahram Shabab and 
Hohrdad Baji Horadi 

original Page 3 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. (Continued) 

(e) This certificate does. not authorize the holder to 
conduct any operations on the property of or into 
any airport unless such operation is authorized by 
both this conunission and the airport authority . 
involved • 

Issued by the Publie Utilities commission. 

Deeision 88 10 Q26 , Applieation S.8-0.5-049 • 
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Kebrc1ad Raj i Koradi 
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SECTION 2. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION. 

lQs Angel~s co~ 

All points south of the Santa Susana and San Ga}jriel Mountains. 

9ra:nse Co~ 

All points wi thin the geoqraphical limits o·f Orange County. 

SOUth~rn Ventura County 

All points south of the Los Padres National Forest including:; 

CXTY1coMMONX:tX 

Camarillo 
Fillmore 
Moorpark 
Oak'v"iew 
Ojai 
Oxnard 
Pin 
Point Mugu 
Port Hueneme 
santa Paula 
Simi Valley 
Somis 
Thousand. Oaks 
Ventura 

Issued by the Public Utilities Commission. 

Deeision. 8;8-10-026, Applieation 88-05-049 • 

zre CQ.'QE 

930~0 
93-0l5 
9302l 
93·022 
93023 
93030-93035-
93040 
93042 

. 9304~-93·043· 
93060 
93062-93065 
93066 
9l360-91362 
9300l-93004 

':'.:' 
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Appendix PSC-5038 Bahrmn Shahab and 
Hehrdad Baji Horadi 

Original Page 5 

SECTION 2. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION. (Continued) 

southWCst~;rn sanJ5ernardino co~ 

All points within the following cities/communities and 
postal zip code areas: 

c:tWCOMMQN;[TX 

Alta Loma 
Bloomington 
Bryn. Mawr 
Chino 
Colton 
Etiwanda 
Fontana 
Grand Terrace 
Guasti 
Highland 
Lema Linda 
Montclair 
Ontario 
Rancho· CUcamonga 
Redlands 
Rialto 
san Bernardino 
Upland 

Issued by the Public Utilities Commission. 

zx:e C2DE; 

9170'1 
923-16-
92318 
91709-9-1710 
92324 
91739 
92335-92336-
92324 
91743 
92346' 
92354 
91763 
91761,91762,91764 i 

9173-0 
92373.-92374 
923-76 
92'401-92418 
91786, 

• Decision as 10026 , Application 88-05-049. 
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Appendix PSC-5038 Bahran ShabaJ:> and. 
Mchrdad Baji Koradi 

Original Page 6 

SECTION 2. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION. (Continued) 

Riverside Co~ 

All points within the following cities/communities and 
postal zip code. areas: 

CITXlCOmmJrrTX 

Corona 
Lake Elsinore 
Mira Loma 
Norco. 
Riverside 

SECTION 3 • ROOTE DESCRIPTION. 

ZIE; CODE 

91719',9l720 
92330 
91752 
9176.0 
92$0l.-9052l 

Commencing at any point within the authorized service 
area described in section 2, then via the :most convenient· streets. 
and highways to LAX,. SOR,. ON'!', LGS,. SNA,. JUntrak station, Los 
Angeles or Long Beach Harbor. 

Issued by the. PUblic tTtilities Commission. 

Decision sa 10 026 , Application as.-0S-049 • 
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Appendix PSC-S038 :eMram Shahab and 

Mebrdad Baji Moradi 
original Page " 

SECTION 2. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION. 

Los Angeles eounty: 

All points south of the Sa a Susana and san Gabriel Mountains. 

southern Ventura....county 

Camarillo 
Fillmore 
Moorpark 
oakview 
Ojai 
Oxnard 
piru 
Point gu 
Port H eneme 
Santa aula 
simi alley 
somi 
Tho sand Oaks 
Ve ura 

eographical limits or orange County. 

Padres National Forest including:' 

ZIP CODE 

93010 
93015-
93021 
93022-
93023 
93030-93035-
93040 
9'3042-
93041-93043 
9'3060 
93062-93065-, 
93066 
9'1360-91362 
93001-93004 

y the Public Utilities commission. 

88 10 026_, Application 88-0S.~049. 


