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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the Santa Clara County ) 
Transit District for specified exemp- ) 
tions to General Order 143 and General ) 
Order 26-D related to the operations of ) 
Historical Streetcars on the light rail ) 
transit line of the Guadalupe corridor ) 
proj ect in the City of San Jose, ) 
California. ) 
...................................................................... --............ ) 

Application SS-OS:-058 
(Filed August 29, 1938) 

By this application, Santa Clara County Transit District 
(SCCTD) requests an exemption from Sections 9.l thru 9.5 inclusive 
of Commission General Order (G.O.) l43*"and Seetion 9.2 of 
Commission ~neral'order 26-D** in order t~ operate historical 
streetcars on its light rail transit system • 

SCCTD currently operates a nine-mile light rail transit 
line in the Guadalupe Corridor. The line ertends from convention 
Center station in downtown City of San Jose to- Old Ironsides 
station in the City of Santa Clara.. In downtown San Jose the light ; 
rail line operates in the San Jose Transit Mall. The entire 
Guadalupe Corridor Project is a multi-modal transportation facility~. 
about 20 miles long. The southern portion, now: under construction, ". 
will ertend from the Convention Center station to south san JQse 
and the IBM business park.", 

*G.O. l.43, sections 9.l. thru 9.5-, provides construction satety 
standards for light rail vehicles. 

**c.o. 26-D, Section 9.2 provides side clearance standards :for 
street railroad tracks. "" 
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SCCTO proposes to' operate historic trolley service on the 
downtown San Jose Transit Mall using si~ rebuilt historical rail 
vehicles which are described in their application. The service 
will be initially operated 7 days per week from 9:00 a.m. to l:OO 
p.m on ten minu'te headways. 

~.Q. 143 
SCCTO's historic rail vehicles were originally built 

between 1903 and 1928. Consequently, they d~ not meet all of the 
construction, equipment, and performance requirements for modern 
light rail vehicles as specified in G.O. 143.. The Commission 
staff is currently in the process of revising G .. O. l43 to include 
minimum safety standards. tor historical rail vehicles. A checkl.ist 
of historical streetcar requirements, based upon the current draft 
of these standards, is included in Appendi~ A of this decision .. 

SCCTO will require that' each historic rail vehicle pass a 
set of acceptance tests described in an attachment· to their 
application. CPOC staff will witness selected acceptance tests. 
Prior to historical streetcar revenue service operation,. staff will 
inspect each historic rail vehicle to assure compliance with the 
proposed minimum safety standards as contained in the Appendi~ A~ 

G,Q. 26:0 

The SCCTO Light Rail Transit.system is designed and 
and constructed in accordance with the clearance requirements of, . 
G.O. l43. 'Side clearance requirements of G .. O. 25-0 apply-when 
passenger windows are not effectively sealed or barred.. Since 
passenger windows on the SCCTO historical rail vehicles can be 
opened, a minilnum. side clearance of 3-0" (24" to center poles) is 
required • 
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SCCTO has conducted a clearance inspection on portions of 
the line over which historical rail vehicles will be operated. The 
results of that inspection are attached to" their application. 

CPUC staff has reviewed the SCCTO inspection results 
and inspected those locations in the field to confirm the accuracy 
of measurements taken and to assess the potential hazard. SCCTO 
has developed a proqram to eliminate or mitiqatethese potential 
hazards. The proqram includes movinq some obstructions to increase 
side clearances~ posting warning signs at some wayside obstructions 
that could not be moved and. posting signs insid.eeach historic rail 
vehicle warninq passenqers to- keep-· fully inside the vehicle. 
Addi~ionally, train operators will make safety announcements to 
reinforce the satetymessaqe conveyed by the signs. Statt believes 
the measures taken by SCCTO have eliminated or satisfactorily 
mitigated any potential hazards. A listing of the nonconforminq 
clearances, which includes the measures taken tor corrective action 
or mitiqation, is contained in Appendix B of this decision. 
Findings Of FAct 

l. SCCTD operates a pul:Jlic transit system on a fixed 
sciideway which, under Sections 99152 and 100163 of the Public 
Utilities Code, is subject to requlations of the commission 
relating to safety appliances and procedures. 

2. SCCTO requests a deviation from the provisions of 
sections. 9.l thru 9.S inclusive of G-.O .. 143 and section 9.2 of 
G.O. 26-0 in order to operate historical" streetcars on its system. 

3. SCCTO has developed vehicle acceptance tests to confirm 
that historic :r:ail vehicles meet minimum. satety criteria betore 
being placed in revenue service. . 

4. CPUC staff has developed minimum. safety standards tor 
historical streetcars to be applied to SCCTO's-historical rail 
Vehicles prior to their placement into revenue service. 

-3-



• 

• 

• " 

A.88-08-0S8 T/MF/yyo 

S. SCCTD has developed a program to eliminate or mitigate 
potential hazards posed by side clearances less than those required 
by section 9.2 of G.O. 26-0. 

6. The Commission staff concurs with SCCTD's program to 
eliminate or mitigate potential hazards, and recommends the 
exemption be granted. 

7. Other than the staff, no parties responded to this 
application. 

8. A public hearing' would serve no useful purpose and, 
therefore, is not necessary. 
Conclusion of taw 

1. SCCTO's request for an exemption from Seetions 9.1 thru 

9.5 of G.O. 143 and section 9.2 of G.O .. 26-0 should be granted. 
2.. The. order should be effective tod.ay because SCCTO is 

anxious to provide historie rail vehicle serviee to the publie as 
soon as possible • 

IT' IS ORDERED that!' 

1. santa Clara County Transit Oistrict is granted an 
exemption from G.O. 26-0,. section 9.2' and G..O. 143, sections 9.1, 
9.2,9.3,9.4 and 9.5 to' operate the historical rail,vehieles 
deseribed in its applieation as follows: 

a) AS a cteadhead. movement between the Youn9'erS-t. 
Maintenance center and the erossover and tail 
track' just South of Convention Center station., 

In revenue serviee'from'Convention Center' 
Station on a loop o,t the Transit Mall .. 

-4-
• I 



, 

• 

• 

A.88-08-0S8 T/MF/yyo 

2. The operation of historic rail vehicles shall be subject 
to the mir.r~um standards described on the checklist in Appendix A. 

This order is effective today. 
:Oated OCT 2 6 1988 1988 at San Francisco, California. 

STANLEY W. HULETr 
Preside:ct 

DONALD VIAL • 
FREDERICK R. D'ODA 
JOHN B. OHt4V"..A"N 

Commissioners 

", Commissioner G. Mitchell Wilk 
~:oeing necessarily absent, did 
not participate .. I, 
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• Al?P~:~!X A. 

CHECKLIST Of 
HIS'!'ORICAL S'l'REEl'CAR REQUIREMEN'I'S 

SECI'ION NO 

1.07 Oo~$ the vehicle meet the fire ~afety 
requiretTlent:s set by the distdct (NfPA. 130 

\ 

should be used ~s ol non-rnaneito,o:y g~idline) '? 

3.04 Is t.'~ vehicle p.quipped with: a bell or ho'en 
capable of prod~cinQ 7S dba me~~u,r."~~d ",I: 
100 ieet?" 

I 
3.0~ If o~r~~ed on"a $~parate ,ight-of-way, is t~e 

vehicle eq.Jipped with a ~11 or: hom .:a~le of 
proC!\,Ici.r'l9 35 dba me~lJ!:'ed at 100 ieet? 

"' "" ... ' 
, 

3.05 I~ t.~e vehicle e~ip~ with grab hanJl~$, 
stanchions or bars. for the ~$C of passen.,ers 
while standiDJ, en~ering or leaving- the vehicle? 

3.06 Is the vehicle equil(ped with s..v.ety ban> or I 
sc:me s:imilar device in front of the leadil'9 
wheels? 

3.08" Is the vehicle eqJipDOO '-lit.lot three bidirectional I 
refleel:i"~ tria1"9les meeting the requ.irenent:.o; 
of section. 571.125,. Cnapter v,. 'I'itle 49" of the 
Code of Federa.l ~ations? 

4.02 toes the se.cvice bcaldn9 system adequately 
control movenent of,. stop,. and hold a" fl.l11y 
loaded vehicle stationary on. the steepest 
grade? 

3.03 :t<:> t.~e cn'¢t?ency brake ca9&>le of stOWll"rJ a 
fully loaded car within 120 ft irorn 20" mph on 
dty level track? 

I 

I 
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• APPEr-;'DIX A 

CHECKLIST OF 
HIStoRICAL SI'RE:E'I'CAR REOUIREMEm'S 

SEC'rrON YES 

-------------------------------------r----r-----------, 
4.07 Is the vehicle ¢~ip;>ed with a mechMic.~l 

parki~ br~e? 

4.07 Is ~~e parkin~ brake c~puOle of holdi~ a fully 
loaded vehicle on the si:0eliCst grace? 

5.04 If o~r~t·~ curinr,:: hours of darkness,. do, 
interior litJht5 illl..."T\i!'lat~ the entirl~ interio'.c 
the vehicle? 

6.04 Is the vehicle eouipped. with headliljht? 

8.04 If operated duri.~ hours of d~knes$,,. is the 
head110ht ca~le of revealing a perso~vehicle 
at 350 ft in clear weathec? 

8.04 If operated. dlJriTlQ hours of darkness is the 
vehicle equi~ped with a tailli9htwhicn is, 
visible to the' rear from 500 ft in clear 
weather? . 

8.05 Is the wirlClshlcld of lM'linated s.!I.fety Qlass?' 

8.05 Are windows (except cleresto~/monitor 
windows) and gl~s p."rtitions of shatterproof 
or t~red 9lass? 

6.05 l>J:e all exit doors equipped with an emergency 
rele~ feature which can be operat~1 t~ a 
passe!'lger? 

1 
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• 
r..o:A.TION' 

l} 9 stations 

2)- 3 stations 

3) 6- stations 

4,. 8 intet"section.~ 

,. Market. & San car~os 

G) 2nd/san cados 

7) 7 driveways 
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SCCTD ~!$'roRIC TROLLEY 

Non-Conforming Side Clear~nc~s 

WINOCW 
OBSTROCTIOr--r CtJ:o"APA"JCF.: MITlCATlOO 

E&"F! Lift 24" Periodic safety 
1l.""It"louneements. 
...,arn.ing s.igns.,. 
opccaei~} pr~parcct 
to stop 

Staeion canopies 20-22·' Revenue ~s~n,~rs 
·..rill not be c.>\r.ri~~ 

Station canopies 28-29" P,.et'io::!ic $af~ty 
announcements, 
warning signs. 

!raffic Si9nal 121..16'" RP.IJ'onue- ~~..senQers 

poles wi siOns 2 will not bt, carried 

Traffic SiQnal 15'" Relocate signs on 
polew/signs pole' to. increase-

clearance,. periodic 
safety aMOuncements 
and...,acninosL;ns 

!rafic Signal 271" Warnin9' aMouncO'nent.e;.,· 
pole w/sign 2· warnin;; $i0M 

pole- with stop· ~e pole & sign 
sign' to provide 30'" 

. s·ide clearance 

B-1 

NorES -

~noliY is 4· 
llOO\r-" too of 
wincows" 

Ccll'lOpy is 14"" 
~low to!? of' 
windt>' 

on curve with; ..... . 
S T:l'h sJ?t..~:· . 
limit 

. "," 


