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Decision __88 10 Q52 OCT 26 1988
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE ©

Application of the Santa Clara County )

Transit District for specified exenmp- )

tions to General Order 143 and General )

Order 26=D related to the operations of )

Historical Streetcars on the light rail ) Application 88=-08-058

transit line of the Guadalupe Corridor ) (Filed August 29, 1988)

project in the City of San Jose, ) ;

California. )
)

QRINION

By this application, Santa Clara Codnty Transit District_jﬂ
(SCCTD) xecquests an exemption £r§m Sections 9.1 thru 9.5.inclu$ive
of Commission General Order (G.O.) 143* and Section 9.2 of
Commission general'Order<26-D**'in'order to operate historical
streetcars on its light rail transit ‘system.

SCCTD currently operates.a nine-mile light rail transit
line in the Guadalupe Corridor. The line extends from Conventlon_"
Center station in downtown City of San Jose to 0ld Ironsides |
station in the City of Santa Clara. In downtown San Jose the lxght
rail line operates in the San Jose Transit Mall. The entire !
Guadalupe Corridor Project is a nulti-modal transportation facxlmty

about 20 miles long. The southern portion, now under constructxon,f;_"‘*"

will extend from the Convention Center station to south San Jose
and the IBM business park.

*G.0. 143, Sections 9.1 thru 9.5, provides construction safety
standards for light rail vehicles.

**G . 0. 26-D, Section 9.2 prov;des side clearance standards zor
street raxlroad tracks.
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SCCTD proposes to operate historic trolley service on the
downtown San Jose Transit Mall using six rebuilt historical rail
vehicles which are described in their application. The service
will be initially operated 7 days per week from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m on ten minute headways.

G.Q. 143

SCCTD’s historic rail vehicles were originally built
between 1903 and 1928. Consequently, they do not meet all of the
construction, equipment, and performance requirements for modern
light rail vehicles as specified in G.0. 143. The Commission
staff is currently in the process of révising G.0. 143 to include
minimum safety standards for historicai rail vehicles. A checklist
of historical streetcar requirements, based upon the current draft
of these standards, is included in Appendix A of this decision.

SCCTD will require that each historic rail vehicle pass a
set of acceptance tests described in an attachment to their
application. CPUC staff will witness selected acceptance tests. .
Prior to historical streetcar revenue‘servicé operation, staff will
inspect each historic rxail vehicle to assure compliance with the
proposed minimum saféty standards as containedvin the Appendix A;‘

S0, 26D

The SCCTD Light‘Rail Transit. system is designed and _
and constructed‘in'accordance with the clearance requirements of
G-0. 143. Side clearance-réquirements of G.0. 26-D apply‘when"
passenger windows are not effectively séaled or barred. Since
passenger windows on the SCCTD historical rail vehicles can be
opened, a minimum side clearance of 30" (24# to center poles) is
required. '
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SCCTD has conducted a clearance inspection on portions of
the line over which historical rail vehicles will be operated. The
results of that inspection are attached to their application.

CPUC staff has reviewed the SCCTD inspection results
and inspected those locations in the field to c¢onfirm the accuracy
of measurements taken and to assess the potential hazard. SCCTD
bas developed a program to elinminate or mitigate these potential
hazards. The program includes moving some obstructions to increaser 
side clearances, posting-warning signs at some wayside obstructions i
that could not be moved and peosting signs inside each historic rail
vehicle warning passengers to keep fully inside the vehicle.
Additionally, train.operafors‘will make safety announcements to
reinforce the safety message conveyed by the signs. Staff believes 4
the measures taken by SCCTD have eliminated or satisfactorily ‘
ritigated any potential hazards. A listing of the nonconforming
clearances, which includes the measures taken for corrective action
or mitigation, is contained in Append;x B of this decision.

{ndi r

1. SCCID operates a public transit system on a fixed
guideway which, under Sections 99152 and 100168 of the Public .
Utilities Code, is subject toJregulations of the Commission
relating to safety appliances and procedures.

2. SCCTD requests a deviation from the provisions of
Sections 9.1 thru 9.5 inclusive of G.0. 143 and Section 9.2 of
G.0. 26-D in oxder toloperate_historical'streetcars on its systemQ

3. SCCTD has developed vehicle acceptance tests to confirm
that historic rail vehicles meet minimum sa:ety criteria before |
being placed in revenue sexrvice. ‘

4. CPUC staff has developed mmnlmum safety standards for
historical streetcars to be applied to SCCTD's ‘historical rail
vehicles prior to their placement into revenue service.
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5. SCCTD has developed a program to eliminate or mitigate
potential hazards posed by side clearances less than those required
by Section 9.2 of G.0. 26-D.

6. The Commission staff concurs with SCCTD’s program to
eliminate or mitigate potential hazards, and recommends the
exemption bhe granted.

7. Other than the staff, no parties responded to this
application.

8. A public hearing would serve no useful purpose and,
therefore, is not nccessary.
conglusion of Law

1. SCCID’s request for an exemption from Sections 9.1 thru
9.5 of G.0. 143 and Section 9.2 of G.0. 26-D should be granted.

2. The order should be effective today because SCCTD is
anxious to provide historic rail vehicle service to the public as
socn as possible.

QRRER
IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Santa Clara County Transit District is granted an
exemption from G.O. 26~D, Section 9.2 and G.O. 143, Sectionms 9.1,
9.2, 9.3, 9.4 and 9.5 to operate the historical rail vehicles
described in its application as follows'

) As a deadhead movenent between the Youngex St.
Maintenance Center and the crossover and tail.
track just South of Convention Center Station.

b) In revenue service from Convention Center
' Station on a loop of the Transit Mall.
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2. The operation of historic rail vehicles shall be subject

to the minimum standards described on the checklist in Appendix A.
- This order is effective today.

pated _ QLT 26 1988 1988 at San Francisco, California.

STANLEY W. HULETT
DONALD vIaL o™
FREDERICX R. DUDA
JOHN B. OHANIAN
Commissioners

. Commissioner G. Mitchell Wilk S

-be;ng necessarxily absent, did -
not partlcxoate. :

1 CEFZ'!"Y‘T"YA"' TH!S- DECTSIOQ,
WAS, ~APPROVED BY. ThE\'ABOVE"
CON\AV&ASO'O\ERS TODAY-

}W / Zﬂﬂ

Yinior Woisen thwo Du-ocror

b
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APPENDIX A

CHECKLIST OF

HISTORICAL STREETCAR REQUIREMENTS

REQUIREMENT

YES

1.07

Does the vehicle meet the fire safety
requirements set by the disteict (NFPA 130
should be used as a nomrmanditory guidline)?

Is the vehicle equipped with a bell or horn
capable of preducing 75 dba mcmurnd At
100 feet?

If operated on a separate right-of-way, is the
vehicle equipped with a bell or horn capable of
producing 35 dba measured at 100 feet?

Is the vehicle equipped with grab handles,
stanchions or bars for the use of passengers
while standing, entering or leaving the vehicle?

Is the vehicle equipped with safety bars or -
some similar device in front of the leading
wheels? _

Is the vehicle equipped with three bidirectional
reflective triangles meeting the requirements
of section 571.125, Chapter V, Title 49 of the
Code of Federal Requlations? .

Does the service braking system adequately
control movement of, stop, and hold a fully
loaded vehicle stationary on the steepest
grade?

Is the emergency brake capable of stopping a
fully loaded car within 120 £t from 20 mph on
dry level track? ‘
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. APPENDIX A

CHECKLIST OF
HISTORICAL STREETCAR REQUIREMENTS

SECTION REQUIREMENT YES

4.07 Is the vehicle ocquipped with a mechanical
parking brake?

Is the parking brake capable of holding a fully
loaded vehicle on the steepest grade?

If operatead during hours of darkness, do
interior lights illuminate the entire {nterior
the vehicle?

Is the vehicle ccuipped with headlight?

If operated during hours of darkness, is the
headlight capable of revealing a person/vehicle
at 350 £t in clear weather?

If operated during hours of darkness is the
vehicle equipped with a taillight which is
visible to the rear from 500 £t in clear
weather? |

Is the windshicld of laminated safety glass?

Are windows (except clerestocy/monitor
windows) and glass pactitions of shatterproof
or tempered glass? : ‘

Are all exit doors equipped with an emergency
release feature which can be operated by a
passenger? '




.

‘\ .88=-08-058

4)

‘ Market & San Carlos

6)

7) 7 driveways

TOCATION

9 shations

3 stations

6 stations

8 intersections

nd/San Carlos
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APPENDIX &

SCCTD HISTORIC TROLLEY

Non~Conforming Side Clearances

WINDOW

OBSTRUCTION CLEAPANCE

MITIGATION

E&H Lift 24"

Station Canopies  20-22"

Station Canopies

Traffic Signal
‘poles w/signs

Traffic Signal
pole w/signs

Trafic Signal
pole w/sign

pole with stop
sign ,

will not be carried

Periodic safety
announcements
warning signs.,
operating prepared
to stop

Revenue passengers
windews
Periodic safety

announcements.,

warning signs window

Revenue passengers
will not b carried

Reloéaté signs on

- pole to increase

clearance, periodic

~ safety announcements

and warming signs

Warning announcements,.
warning signs

Move pole & sign
to provide 307

.side clearance

canopy is 47 ¢
above top of . -

cancpy 6 147
below top of -



