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• Decision 88-11-000 November 23; 1988 

• 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
Pinetree. Service Corporation, Inc., ) 
a california corporation doing ) 
business as. Airportcoaeh, to. transfer) 
and "sell a certificate of public ) 
'convenience and necessity. and. tor ) 
Ground Systel!lS, Inc.,.. a calitornia ) 
cor:poration, to. acquire,. pursuant ) 
to, section 851,.. et seq. ot the ) 
Calitornia Public Utilities Code.. ) 

----------------------------------) 

Application 88.-04-069 
(Filed August 22-,.. 1988:) 

J:Qbn d,ara,ywere, Attorney at Law, for 
Pinetree service Corporation, Inc., 
applicant. 

pennis Menke, Attorney at Law, for 
FUnBus systems, Inc., protestant .. 

Pinetree Service Corporation, Inc. (Pinetree), a 
California corporation doing business as Airportcoach, Inc., ana 
Ground systems, Inc. (GSI), acalitornia corporation, have tiled a 
joint application in which they seek authority pursuant to· Section 
851 et seq~ of the california Public Utilities CPU) Code to· 
trans·fer from Pinetre.e to GSI, the certificate. of publie 
convenience and necessity presently held by Pinetree as PSC-1152. 

A protest to the application was filed on May 16-, 1988 by FUnBu.s 
Systems, Inc. (FunBu.s). 

Following notice, a public hearing was held in Los 
Angeles on July 6 ,and 7,1988, before. Administrative Law Judge 
(AlJ) William A. TurkiSh. The matter was consolid~ted· for hearing 
with Case (c .. ) 88-05-028., a complaint matter brought against 
Pinetree and GSI by FUnBusoo During hearing, FUnBus wi tbdreW' its 
complaint and: .asked-that Coo88.-0S-028. be dismissed.. Upon the 
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request of Pinetree and. GSI,. the hearing on the application was 
continued to a date to be announced in order to permit Pinetree and 
GSI to file an amended application. C.SS-05-028 was subsequently 
dismissed in Decision (D.) 88-07-042. 

On July 14, 1985, Pinetree and GSI filed an amendment t~ 
the, application in which they requested authority for route 
revisions in Pinetree's certificate, a new terminal in Anaheim, and 
emergency interim authority. On July 20" 1988, Pinetree submitted,. 
as a second amendment to the application, a declaration from 
Charles T. Allee, chief operating officer of Pinetree and President 
of GSI, in support of its request for immediate operating 
authority. On JUly 22, 1988, the commission issued Interim Opinion 
D.88-07-072, which granted Pinetree and. GSI immediate interim 
authority to operate the new terminal at Harbor BoUlevard, in lieu 
of its previously authorized. terminal at Alicante Princess Hotel, 
and which amended. the existing authorized-routes, as necessary,. to 
recognize this new terminal. The interim authority was to continue 
until formal hearings were held. on the application and the 
commission issued. a final ord.er on the matter. 

On August lS, 1988, FUnBU5 tiled an application for 
rehearing challenging the interim decision. On August 18:, 1988, 
FunBus tiled. a protest to, the amendments. In D.88-10-038, d.ated 
October 14, 1988, the commission issued an order denying rehearinq 
and made a minor modification in 0.88-07-072. 

On OCtober 4, 1988, counsel for FunBus notified the 
Commission in writing that it has entered into an agreement to sell 
its operating rights. to GSI fo~ consideration subject to, approval 
ot such transfer by the Commission. Accordingly, FunBus withclrew 
its protest' to Application CA.) 88-04-069. Inasmuch as FUnBus.has 
withdrawn its pX'otest to the application and there have been. no 
other protests, further bearing on the application is not ,required. 
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Applicant GSI states that while it is a newly reformed 
corporation, it possesses thr~ugh its management~ combined 
experience in finance, transportation, and public service exceeding 
~oo years. " 

Pinetree has mani~e.sted its intention and its desire to·' 
confine its activities outside the field of passenger 
transportation. It has sold its school bus transportation business 
to Laidlaw and only recently, has sold. its wholly owned subsidiary" 
california Charter Buses, its Class A certificate and its equipment 
to n.F.I., Inc. 

The authority sought encompasses passenger service 
between points in Riverside,. san Bernardino, Orange,. and Los. 

Angeles counties, on the one hand, and Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX), John Wayne Airport (SNA), Ontario Airport (om), and 
Lonq B.each Airport CIGB), on the other hand. Shuttle service from 
the Cities of Anaheim and Buena Park to. SNA and other points is a 
integral part o! the service sought to be transferred • 

GSI states that no increase in fares !rom those current~y 
authorized is contemplated although some rescheduling otservice is 
contemplated,. 

GSI's total assets exceed' $1,130,OOO~ 'rotal passenger 
revenue generated by Pinetree for these routes for a 7-month peri'OCl 
in 198,7 exceeded $2,400,000. 

E,indings of Fact 
1.. GSI had the ability, experience, equipment, and tinand.al 

resources' to assume and conduct the existing service - . 
2. PUblic convenience and necessity require the transfer o.f 

authority trom·Pinetree to GSI. 
3.. The protest tiled. by FUnBus Systems, Inc. has been 

withdrawn and no' other protests have been filed within the 
specified· period,. 

4.. A public hearinq is no lonqer necessary .. 
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A.88-04-069 ALJ/WAT/rmn * 

S. The interim opinion in 0.88-07-072 amended Pinetree's 
certificate of public convenience and necessity by adding a new 
terminal at 1660-1700 Harbor Boulevard in Anaheim in lieu of a 
prior-authorized terminal at the Alicante Princess Hotel in the 
City Of Garden Grove. 

6. It can be seen with certainty that there was. no 
possibility that the transfer of existing authority or the conduct 
of service wi thin such authority may have a si9llificant e'ffect on 
the enviromnent. 
Conclysions of Law 

The proposed transfer is in the public interest and 
should be authorized. A public hearing is not necessary. 

Only the amount paid to the State for operative rights 
may be used in' rate fixing.. The State may grant any n~er of 
rights and may cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these 
rights at any tilne. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. By January 3-1" 1989, Pinetree Service Corporation, Inc. 

may sell and transfer the operative rights and property specified 
in the application to Ground systems, Inc .. 

2 • Purchaser shall: 
a. 

b. 

c. 

File with the Transportation Division 
written acceptance of the certificate and a 
copy of the bill of sale or 'other transfer 
documents within 30 days after transfer. 

Amend or reissue seller"s tariffs and 
tilnetables, state in them. when the service 
will start" make them effective 10 or more 
days after this order is effective, and 
allow at least 10 days' notice to-the 
cownission'. 

Comply with. General order Series 79, 98, 
101, and J.04" and the california Highway 
Patrol safety rules • 
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A.8S-04-069 ALJfWAX/rmn 

d.. File An annual report o:f seller's 
operations for the period from the first 
day of the current year to the date of 
transfer. 

e. Maintain accounting records in conformity 
with the Uniform System of Accounts. 

f. Remit to- the Commission the Transportation 
Reimbursement Fee required by PU Code ~ 403 
when notified by mail to do so. 

3. If the transfer is completed, on the effective date of 
the tariffs, a certificate of public convenience' and necessity is 
granted to Grounds Systems, Inc., a corporation, authoriz,ing it to 
operate as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in PO Code 
section 226, between the points and over the routes set forth in 
Appendix PSC-5219, to transport persons, baggage and/or express. 

4. The certificate of public convenience and necessity 
granted by 0.84-11-J.19" 0.86-03-078, 0.&7-03-018,. 0.87-06-062', 
D.87-11-034, and D.88-07-072 is revoked on the ef:fective date o:f 
the tari:ffs. 

5. Since :further hearings are not necessary, the interim 
authority in Ord.ering Paragraph 2 of 0.88-07-072, which was granted 
pending further hearing, is no'longer necessary and the authority 
granted therein is hereby made permanent. 

This orcleris effective today_ 
Dated NOV' 231988 , at San Francisco, California. 

- 5 -

STA~"LEY W. HUI..ETr 
President 

DO!\fALD VIAL 
FRZDER!CK It DUDA 
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, CorDmissioriers 
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CERTIFICATE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSIT~ 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPO~ION 

PSC-5219 

Showing passenger stage operative rights, restrictions, , 
limitations, exceptions, and privileges .. 

All changes and amendments as authorized by the' 
Pl.Wlic utilities commission of the State of California 
will be made .. as· revised pages or added original pages .. 

Issued under authority of Decision 8S 1.1 060 , dated NOV 23lgeB; 
of the Public utilities commission of the state of california,. in 
Application 88-04-069. 
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Appendix PSC-SZ19 Ground Systems, Inc. oriqinal,Paqe 1 

SECTION 1. GENERAL A'OTBORIZATIONS, RESTRIC'I'IONS, 
LIMITATIONS,. ,ANt) SPECIFICATIONS.................... 2 

SECTION 2. ROO'rE' DESCRIPTIONS. 

Alt. 

Alt. 

Route RQute NAme 

l' S-antaAnita-Oak Tree 
2 HollywoOd'Park 
3 Dodqe~ Stadium 
4 Deleted. 
5 Bakers.tield.to LAX 
6 Palm Desert/Palm Springs to LAX 
7 Not Used 
S Not Used 
9 camps san Onofre, Homo, San Mateo, 

Talega, or Christiani tos-' 
Disneyland (Anaheim) 

10 Laguna Hills - Jobn Wayne Airport (SNA) 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) 

10 1660-1770 Harbor Blvd.. - Anaheim/ 
Anaheim Buena Park service Area-LAX 

11 Ontario International Airport (ONT) -
John Wayne Airport (SNA) 

12 Anaheim-Buena Park service Area -
John Wayne (SNA) 

12 Amtrak (Anaheim) - John' Wayne 
13 Anaheim-Buena Park Service Area-OCTD 
14, Anaheim-Buena Park serivce-Amtrak 
lS Anaheim-Buena Park service Area 

SECTION 3. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTIONS. 

Issued. ,by california PUblic. 'O'tilitiesCommission. 

Decision 88 11 060 , Application 38-04-069'., 
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SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS,. LIMITATIONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Ground Systems, Inc., by the certificate of public 
convenience and necessity qranted by the decision noted in the 
margin, is authorized to, transport passengers,. bagqaqe, and express 
between the points described in section 2, over and along the: routes 
described:: subject, however, to the time and subject to the 
following provisions: 

a. Motor vehicles :may be turned at terxu.ini and 
intermediate points, in either direction, at 
intersections of streets or by operatinq around 
a block contiguous to such intersections, in 
accordance with local traffic reg'Ulations· • 

b. When route- descriptions are qiven in one 
direction, they apply to operation in either 
direction unless otherwise indicated. 

c. The term on-call as used refers to service which 
is authorized to be rendered dependent on the 
demands of passengers. The tariffs and 
timetables shall show the conditions under whiCh 
each authorized on-call service will be rendered. 

d. All transportation services on Routes 1, 2, 
and 3 shall be operated as "on-call" basis, 
shall be limited to the transportation of 
round trip passengers only, and shall 
originate and terminate at one or 
more of the locations in the Los Anqeles County. 
and Orange County Service Areas as described. 
in-Section 3. 

Issued.by cali~ornia Public utilities Commiss1on. 
8811 OGO·· Decision ________________ , Application 88-04-069. 
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Appendix PSC-52l9 Ground Systems, Inc • oriqinal Paqe 3 

SEC'l'ION 1. GENERAL A'O'rHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS,; 
AND'SPECIFICATIONS. (Continued) 

e. On Route 9, all passenqers oriqinatinq at or 
destined t~ Disneyland, City of Anaheim, shall 
be destined to or oriqinate at camp san Onofre, 
camp Horn~" Camp- san Mateo, Camp Teleqa, or 
Camp Christianitos. suCh service shall be 
operated on an tton-call" basis, suDject to 
a uinimum of l2 passengers. 

f. All transportation services on Route 12, 12 
alternate, Route 13, Route l4, and Route 15 
shall be operated on an "on-call lt basis and 
shall oriqinate and/or terminate at one or more 
of the followinq locations: 

(1) All points within the Anaheim-Buena Park 
service Area defined in section 3. 

(2) Orange County Transit District Terminal 
(OCTD) at 2027 Brea Mall in the City of Brea • 

q. All "on-call" passengers traveling on Routes 12:, 
12 alternative 13, l4, and l5- may transfer at 1660-1700 
Harbor Blvd., Anahe~, or any other alternate 
points in the Anaheim-Buena Park Service Area: 
AMTRAK Terminal, Anaheim, or the Orange county 
Transit District (OC'l'D) Terminal at 2027 Brea 
Mall in Brea for destinations to or from John 
Wayne Airport (SNA); Ontario International Airport 
CONT); Long Beach Airport (LGS): and Los Anqeles 
International Airport (LAX). 

h. This certificate does not authorize, the holder to 
conduct any operations on the property of or into 
any airport'unless' such operation is authorized 
by the airport authority involved. 

Issued by california PuJ)lic utilities COXDlllission. 
88 11060 Decision ________ , Application 88-04-069., 
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Appendix PSC-S2~9 Ground Systems, Inc. oriqinal Paqe 4 

SECTION, 2'. ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS. 

Route 1. RAnta Anita-oak Tree 

commencinq from pickup points in Los Angeles ana Orange 
county service areas. as described in Section 3., the:.; ove:r:­
the most, 'appropriate and convenient routes to. santa Anita 
Race Track in Arcadia,.. and return to. po.ints 9f origin .. 

Route 2. Hollywood Park 

commencing from pickup' points in Los Angeles and Orange 
County servi'ce areas as described' in Section 3, then 
over the most appropriate and convenient routes to. 
H9llywood Park in Inqlewood, and return to· points 9f 
oriqin. 

Route 3. podger'Stadium 

Royt~ 4. 

commencing from pickup po.ints in Los Anqeles County 
service areas. as clescribed., in Section' 3, then over the 
most appropriate and convenient routes to Dodqer Stadium 
in,I,os Angeles, and return to. points of oriqin .. ' 

SAN" to. LAX 

Deleted. 

Route 5. Bakerstield to LAX 

Service will originate at the BakerstielclInn, 110l Union 
Avenue, Bakersfield, then via the most convenient' 
street and', highways to- Los. Angeles International Airport 
(LAX).. ' ' ' 

Issued by California ,PUblic utilities commission. 
8811060 Decisio.n Application 8'8-04-069. 
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SECTION~. ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS. (Continued) 

Boute 6. Palm OesertfPAlm Springs to LAX 

Commencing at Denny's Restaurant, Highway 111, Palm 
Desert thence over the most convenient streets and'· 
highways to the following service points: The Palm 
Springs Hilton Riviera Hotel, Desert Avenue,. and 
International Hotel Resort, East Palm canyon Drive, 
both in Palm Springs, Kettle's Restaurant, 219 E. 
Hospitality Way, San Bernardino, a point in the 
City of Riverside to be specified in carrier's 
timetable,. Ontario- International Airport (ONT) 
and Los Anqeles Airport (LAX). 

Boute 7, Not used. 

• Boyte 8. Not used. 

•. ' 

Route 9. Camp san onot~, Homo, San MAteo. Talega, or Cb~istianitos­
~snevland (Anaheim) 

Commencinq at the qates of camps San Onofre, Homo, San Mateo', 
Taleqa, or Cbristianitos~ then via Interstate Highway 5 
(san Diego Freeway and Santa Ana Freeway), Katella Avenue, 
Anahe:iln,.' and West Street to Disneyland. 

Issued by california Public Utilities Commission. 
88: U. 060,' DeciSion , Application88-04-069~ 
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SECTION 2 .. ROO'l'E DESCRIPTIONS. (Continued) 

Route 10'. LaguDa Hills - J2bn Wayne AirpQXt (SNA' - Los Angeles 
Int~rnat1onal birport 

Commencing at the Laguna Hills Terminal r thence over 
the most convenient streets and highways to the 
following passenger pickup- and discharge areas and points; 
John Wayne Airport (SNA) ;1660-1700 Harbor Blvd. r Anaheim, 
or any other alternate points in the Anaheim-Buena Park 
Service Area, Long Beach Airport (LGB); and Los Angeles 
International Airport (LAX). 

Alternate Boute 10. 1660-1700 Hark9r Blvd., Anabeim/Anaheim-suena 
Fork Service Area-LAX 

Commencing from 1660-1700 Harbor Blvd., Anaheim or any 
other alternate point in the Anaheim-Buena Park Service 
referred to in section l thence directly to LAX by the most 
convenient streets and highways available. 

Route 11. Qotario Intetl)ational Ai~ort (ONT) - John Wayne Airp9rt (SN~) 

commencing at John Wayne Airport (SNA) then over and along 
the most convenient streets and highways to the following 
passenger pickup and diseharge points and areas: 1660-
1700 Harbor Blvd. or any other alternate points in the 
Anaheim-Buena Park Service Area; referred to in Section 3~ 
AM'XRAK Terminal in Anaheim; Orange County Transit District 
(OCTD), Terminal in Brea; and. thence to Ontario 
International Airport CONT). 

Issued by California Public Utilities commission. 

Decision 88' '11 060 r Application 88"-04-069 • 
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Appendix PSC-S219 Ground Systems, Inc. Ori9'inal Page 7 

SECTION Z. ROOTE· DESCRIPTIONS .. (Continued) 

Route 12 ;naheim - Buena £ark Service Area - John Wayne ,Airport (SMA) 

Commencing from various pickup points within. the Anaheim­
Buena Park service Area defined in Section 3-, then via 
the most convenient streets and highways t~John Wayne 
Airport CSNA). 

Alternate Route 12 

Commencing at the AMTRAK Terminal in Anaheim'; then via the 
the most convenient streets and highways to· the John Wayne 
Airport (SNA) passenger terminal. 

Route 13. Anaheim - Buena Park Service Area - Orange countY'Trapsit 
Dist~ict (OCTO) Terminal 

commencing from various pickup' points within the 
Anaheim-Buena Park Service Area defined in Section 3, then via 
the ,most convenient streets and·· highways to .the Orange' 
County Transit District (OCTO) Terminal on State' College 
Boulevard i~ the City of Brea. . 

Route 14. bnaheim - Buepa Park Service brea - AMTRAK Terminal 

Commencing from various pickup- points within the Anaheim­
Buena' Park Service Areaidefined in Section 3 then via the 
most convenient streets and highways to- the AMTRAK' 
Terminal'in Anaheim .. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission .. 
88: 11 OGO" Decision , Application 8S-04-069· .. 
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Appendix'PSC-52~9 Ground Systems, Inc. original Page a 

SECTION 2'. RO'O"l'E DESCRIPTIONS. (Continued) 

Route 15. Buena Park - Buena Park serxice Area - 1660-1700 Harbor Btvd. 
or any other point within the Anaheim - Buena park Service 
Area. 

Commencinq trom various pickup points within the Anaheim­
Buena Park Service Area defined in Section 3 then via the 
most convenient streets and highways to 1660-1700 Harbor 
Blvd'., or any alternate point within said service- area .. 

Issued by california PUblic utilities Commission. 

Decision 8811 060 , Application 88-04-069. 
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Appendix PSC-S219 Ground Systems, Inc., original Page 9' 

SECTION 3. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION 

Anaheim - Buena EarkSeryice Are 

All points within the corporate limits of the cities of 
Anaheim or Buena Park. 

Los Angeles county Service Area 

Anyone of the following points: 

DOwntOwn Los Angeles 

Bil aore Hotel' 
Bonaventure. Hotel 
Hyatt Regency 
Los Angel.es' Hilton 
New Otani Hotel 
Los Angeles convention center 
Hotel. Fiqueroa 

Beyerly Hills-Century City 

Beverly Hills Hotel 
Beverly Wilshire Hotel 
Beverly Hilton Hotel 
Century Plaza Hotel 
Beverly Hills Ramada Inn 

Orange county Sexvice Area 

Disneyland Hotel 
Grand Hotel 
Marriott Anaheim 
Anaheim Convention Center 

Mid-wilshire 

Ambassador Hotel 
Hyatt wilshire 
Sheraton Townhouse" 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

Los Angeles Aix:port 

Airport Marina Hotel 
Hyatt Airport . . 
Marriott Airports 
Sheraton Plaza LaReina 
Travelodge L.A. Airport' 

Issued by the california Public utilities Commission. 

Decision __ ...;;88:;..;;;......;1;;;.1_·_0_6_0 __ , Application 88:-04-069'. 
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Decision ,88 11 OSO "N OV 2.3 1. 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '!'HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Hatter ot the Application of ) 
Pinetree Service Corporation, Inc .. , ) 
a California corporation doing ) 
cusiness as Airportcoach, to transfer) . 
and. .sell a certificate of: public, ) 
convenience and necessity and~or ) 
Ground Systems," Inc .. , a California ) 
corporation, to acquire, pursuant ) 
to section 851, etseq .. of the ) 
california Public Utilities Code. l ~ 

J:Q,hn DeBrauwere, Attorney at;t.aw, for 
Pinetree service corpora~ion, Inc .. , 
applicant. I 

Dennis Menke, Attorney at.JI.aw, for 
FUnBus systems, Inc~rotestant .. 

FINAL OPIBXOlf 

I 
Pinetree Service corpo~ation, Inc. (Pinetree), a 

california corporation doing bu~ness as Airportcoach, Inc., and 
Ground systems., Inc. (GSI), a~li!Ornia corporation, have tiled a 
joint application in Which7Y seek authority pursuant to Section 
851 et seq. of the Calito a PUblic Utilities CPU) Code t~ 

. ~ 
transfer from Pinetree tOjGSI, the certiticate of pUblic 
convenience and necessij! presently held cy Pinetree as·PSC-1152. 
A protest to theapplioition was filed on May 16, 1988::by FUnBus 

systems, Inc. CFunBU~ 
FOllowing;notice, a p\W1ie hearing· was beld in Los 

Angeles on July 6 and 7, 1985, ))afore Administrative Law Judge 
(AIJ) .william A. J'urkish. Tbe matter was consolidated tor bearing 
with. case (C.)&!-OS-02:a.., a complaint matter brought against 
Pinetree and Gil by FunBus. During hearing, ~"'UnBus withdrew its" 
c:olllplaint ancl asked that C.88-05-028 be dismissed. tJpon the 

J 
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/ 
Pinetree's 5. The interim opinion in 0.88-07-072 amended 

certificate of public- convenience and necessity by add' 9 a new 
terminal at 1660-1700 Harbor Boulevard in Anaheim in . ieu of' a 
prior-authorized te~nal at the Alicante Princess otel in the 
City of Garden Grove. 

6. It can be seen with certainty that the 
possibility that the transfer of existing 
of service within such authority may have 
the environment. 
Conclusions' o( Lay 

conduct 

The proposed transfer is in lic interest and 
shoUld be authorized. A public hearing i not necessary. 

Only the amount paid to the St te for operative rights 
may be used in rate fixing. The State ay grant any number of 
rights and may cancel or modify the- m these 
rights at anytime • 

:IT :IS ORDBRBD that: 
1. By January 31, 1989, inetree Service corporation, .. Inc. 

may sell tive rights and property specified 
in the application to Ground ystems, Inc. 

2. Purchaser shall: 
a. File- with th Transportation Division 

written acce tance of the certificate and a 
copy of the ill of sale or other transfer 
documents thin 30 days after transfer. 

b. Amend or eissue seller's tariffs and 
timetabl s, state in them when the service 
will· s , make them effective 10 or more 
days af er this order is effective ,and 
allOW t least 10 days' notice to the 
commi ion. 

c. Comp y with General Order Series 79, 98, 
101; and 104, and the california Highway 
Paol safety x:ules. 
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