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BEFORE THE P'CBLIC''OTILI'rIES COMMISSION OF THE S'rATE OF CALIFORNIA 
. . '. ' 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COtmTY, TRANSPOR1'ATION ) 

,COMMISSION ) 
for, an order authoriz1nq the ) 
construction of a"two.liqht rail ) 
transit' tracks at se~ated qrade ) 
above SOuthern Pacifie Transportation ) 
Comp4ny.spur track at LACTC.'MP' 11~34 ) 
City ·of'· Compton,.'Stat& of California;. ) 
and for,' an exemption during construct- ) 
ion' from overhead clearance specified' ) 
in, General Order 26D section 2.l ) 
----------------) 

INTERIM QPINION 

Application 8'8'~08:-005·. ' 
(Filed' Auqust 3, , .. l98:8) 

As part of the project to construct a light rail transit 
(LRT)s.ystem, the Los. Angeles. County Transportation Commission' 
(LACTC) requests. authority to construct two, LR'r tracks at ,separ~ted 
grades over the relocated SOuthern Pacific Transportation Company's 
(SP'r) Owens Corning spur track in Compton, Los Anqeles'County. 

The Lonq Beach-Los Anqeles Rail Transit proJect is part 
of, anon-qoinq 'transitdevelopmEmt process in which the Lonq Beach
Los Angeles Corridor and thirteen other corridors, have been 
identified as· candidates for transit improvements. Theproj'ect is 
being planned. as: a, conventional LRTsystem from downtown Los '. . , 

Anqeles, to doWntown tong Beach to serve between 5,4,000 and 76- ,.0 0 0 
passenqers per day,. A variety. of impacts were identified·,. both. 
beneficial and adverse. Mi~igation measures will either. eliminate, 
or reduce the sever1ty o,f the adverse impacts to acceptable' levels. 

LACTC 'is. the lead agency for this project under the 
California ,Environmental Quality Act of 19'70 (CEQA),. as. amended'" 
Public .ResourcesCod&,Sections 2l000, et seq. Afterpreparation 
and· ... reviewof an Environmental Impact Report. (EIlt) ,.LAC'rC 'approved 
the project. On March 2·9,19a5·, a Notice. o,f Determination~as 
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filed with-the Secretary for Resources and with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk wh1cn found that ~~he Project will have a significant 
effect on. the environment... A Statement of Overriding 
COn$iderations was adopted for the project. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for, this. project 
under CEQA and. has-reviewed and considered the lead agenCy"s EIRp 
The site'of the 'project has been inspected by the Commission staff, 
who- 'after review of the proposed' crossing improvement plans, 
portions of which-hAve been incorporated ,in the-appendix attached 
to· this order, recommend that LACTC"s request be granted' .. 

During the course of planning and review the 
Commission's Rail/'I'ransit Planning and Policy Branch was initially 
of the opinion. that consideration. should.' be given. to the 
installation of railings and walkways on LRV aerial structures,. at' 
such .locations where 1.ns:eallation might appear de$irable on the 
Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Pro,ject. After several 
meetinqs by all the concerneci parties d.uring a two year time frame, 
LAC1'C advised the' Commission t,hl!l.t it belleved it could successfully 
sat1~fy, the individual conce~ of the affected agencies along the 
corridor. It was their intention to address and resolve each issue 
with each agency on a,case byC?ase, agency by agency basis. 

LAC~C_ further believe~ that because' of the unique, and 
diverse circum.stan~es associate-:i with each segment of the project, 
that their 'proposed course of action would,sat£sfactorily resolve 
any concerns of ,the transit corridor ag,~nciesas we-lIas, ,. , 

reservations that the CommiSSion. s.taff- :may have had initially 
concerning the issue of handrail/walkways for the Long Beach - Los 
Angeles Rail Transit"' Project aerial structures •. 

Because of the urgency of this project and the need for 
LACTC to- move ahead with the construetion o,f this important segment 
of LRT system,. we will issue, an. order granting interim. authority 
for the construction of LRV tracks as requested by applicant in'the-, 
instant application. A later, final order, will be issued addres.sing, 
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the question of ae~ial structures in this proceeding and in those 
other proceedings where this question has been raised (Applications 
86-08-035, and 8,1-12-034). 'rhis will allow for a more comprehensive· 
and consistent treatment of these several related' matters, without 
unduly delaying LACTC"s necessary constl:'Uction work at the Owens 
Corning site now. The Commission's. Traffic Engineering Section 
has stud.'ied the need for the proposed grad.e'separation and. 
recommend.s that one be granted at this location~ 

LAC'rC has met the filing requirements of,the COmmission's 
Rules of Practice and Pl:ocedure including Rule 41, which relates te>

the construction of a railroad or street railroad across a railroad 
or street ra.i.lroad. Detailed drawings o,f the grade separation and 
street geometrics'are in the appendi~ attached to this order ... 

LAC'rC w1shes to: commence construction 0'£ this -portion of 
its LRr- system at the earliest possible date. It is therefo~e 
requested that the usual 30-day effective 'date on an order be 
waived. We will make our order effective immediately. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's- Daily caJ.endar on August 8:,. 1988'., No protests have 
been received.. A public hearing is. not nece~s-ary. 
Finding-sot Fact 

1. LACTC requests au.thority under Public, Utilities Code
Secti'ons. 1201-l2'05 to construct two LRV tracks over SPT-"S Owens 
Co:rning 'spur track at separated grades ion Compton, Los- Ange-les
Cou.nty. 

2.. Construction of the LRV tracks at separated. grades over 
the SP'!"'s relocated. Owens COrning spur track- is an essential 
element in: the construction of the LR'.r system. 

J,.. Public convenience, necessity and safety require the 
construction of two .LIW tracks. at separated grades ·over, SPT'."s 
relocated. Owen&-CorD1ng.spur track as set forth inAppendi~A 
attached to, this application. 

, " 
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4 •. The need for railings and walkways on LRV aerial 
structu:res rlll :be. dealt wj,th bY' further' order of the Commission. 

50' LAC'l'C is. the lead aqency for this projec'C under CEQA:', as 
amended. 

G.' The ComtrU.ssiQ%). is a respons.lble aqenc:y for this pro'ject 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

7. 'l'heLonq Beach-Los,Angeles Rail 'l'rans1t Project will have 
a siqnificant. impact on the environment;. however, mitigatio~ 

. me asw:es· will either eliminAte or reduce the severity o·f the 
adverse' impacts to: acceptable' levels. .. 

8·... A;. Statement of Overriding Considerations' was: adopted: for 
the project· •. 
Cqnclusions of Law 

l. The cpplication should be qranted as set forth in the 
folloW'f.ng order. 

2. The usual lO-day effective date on an order should. be 
wai.ved as. LAC'rC wishes tOo commence construction of· the proj'ectat 
the earliest poss.il:>le elate. 

IN'nRIK OROWB 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1.. The Los Angeles County Transportation CommS.ssion (LAC1'~) 

is authorized" to constru~t·two LRV tracks at separated grades to be' 
identified as Crossing S4L-ll.34-A,over:the relocated Southern 

;\ . 

Pacific Transportation Company's. (SP'r) Owens Corning spur track to· 
be identifie~ as crossing BBR-493.S6-C in Compton, Los Angeles 
County ,at the location and substantially as shown. on. the' append.ix. 
plans attached· to· the application and this order •. 

. 2.. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 
26-0;. except that d.uring the period· .of construction temporary' 
falsework· clearances· of 21 '-6" vertical shall be- authorized,..,. and· 
sn" shal.l be authorized to. operate with such reduced overhead 
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clearances provided instructions are issued by the railroad. and 
filed with the Commission forbidding employees to ride on tops o·f 
cars beneath the structures. 

3. LACXC shall notify the Commission and SPT at least 15, 
but not more than 30, days in advance of the date when the 
temporary impaired clearances will be created· .. 

4. . Walkways shall conform to- GO IlS'. Walkways adj.acent to 
any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free of 
obstructi:ons and shall be promptly restored. to their original' 
condition in the event of damaqe durinqconstruction. 

5.. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 
the parties •. A copy of the· agreement has been filed with the' 
Commission. 

&. The Commission will issue a final order concerning 
railings and walkways. on aerial structures at a later date .. 

7. WithiD: 30; days after· completion o·f the work under .. this' 
order" LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized' work. has been completed~ 

S". This authorizat,1on shall expire if not exercised. wi thin 
three years unless time. is extended or if the above cond.itions are 
not comI>,lied with. Authorization may be reVOked.. or modified i·f· 

publicconverdence, necessity, or safety so- require .. 
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9'. The application is granted as ·setforth above. 
This order is effective today .. 
Dated. DEC· 9 ·1983" o.t SanF:r:aneiseo, Co.lifornia 
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