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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION

- COMMISSION
for an order authorizing the
construction of a two‘track llght rail
transit. grade crossing at Ymperial
Highway, in ‘the City of Los-Angeles
and the County of.

Los Angeles, california.

Appllcation 88-06-037-
(Filed June 23, 1933) ;

N N M Mot Mo Nl N o i N

ANTERIM _OPINION

As part of the project to construct a light rail transit
(LRT) systen, the Los Angeles~COunty'Transportation Commission
(LACTC) requests authority to construct two light rail veh;cle
(LRV) tracks on the Southern Pacific Transportation Company' s (SPT)
Wilmlngton Branch Line right-of-way, at grade across Imperxal '
Highway in Los Angeles, Los Angeles cOunty.

No protests have been received. However, by 1etter
dated July 19, 1988, SPT advised the.Commission of its concern
that vehicular trattle may back up across the nearby crossmng of
Wilmington Awenue when. the Century Freeway-Interstate Route 105 (I-
108) is completed in 1993. SPT would like a grade separation
constructed at the Imperial Highway at-érade crossing to‘preelude
tratfic problems with the anticipated I-105 Freeway' on'and off
ramps, rail stations and the bhus Lnterchange to be located in the
general area.

LACTC replzed by letter dated July 28, 1988 that
negotiat;ons for the tuture grade separatmon project are
progressing with Caltxans, the City of Los Angeles and the County
| oz los Angeles- Also, ‘further meetxngs wzll be held -
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to define the conceptual aspects of the project in order that
Caltrans may proceed with design details. It is the goal of all
participating parties to complete the Imperial Highway grade
separation for through traffic at the time the I-105 Freeway
interchange opens at this locatien. :

Pending the resolution of the Imperial Highway grade
separation project by the governmental agencies involved;, we ‘will
issue an interim opinion granting the requested authority to
construct the two LRV tracks and related work .at Imper1a1 Highway
as requested in the instant application.

A final oxrder will be issued regarding the construction of
the gfade separation at Imperial Highway and operational matters at
the nearby Wilmington Avenue at-grade crossing at such time as all
the involved parties have had an opportunity to conduct additional
engineering design and traffic studies. The interim authority:
grant below is the only viable choice at this time, pending
completlon of the Imperial Highway grade spearation project.

The Long Beach~Los Angeles Rail Transit project is part of
an on-going.transit development process in which the Long.BeachlLos
Angeles Corridor and thirteen other corridors have been identified.
as candidates for transit improvements. ' The project is being
planned as a conventional LRT system from downtown Los Angeles to
downtown Long Beach to serve between 54,000  and 76,000 pasSengers
per day. A variety of impacts were identified, both beneficial and
adverse. Mitigation measures will either eliminate oxr reduce the
severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels.

LACTC is the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seg. After preparation
and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), LACTC approved
the project. On March 29, 1985, a Notice of Determinat;on was
filed with the Secretary for Resources and with the Los. Angeles
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County Clerk which found that "The Project wxll have a s;gniticant
effect on the envmronment " A Statement of 0verrxd1ng
Consxderat;ons was adopted for the project.

The Commission ;s a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's. EIR.
The site of the project has been inspected by‘the commission's‘
Trafric'zngineering staff who, after review of the proposed
CYOSs cing 1mprovement plans (portions of which have been
1ncorporated in the appendix attached to this order), recommend
that LACTC's request be granted on the interim basis as set forth -
below. . : 4 . - o
LACTC has met the filing requirements of the COmmiésion' .
Rules of Practice and Procedure including Rule 40, which relates to-_
the construction of a railroad track across a public highway.

A drawing of the street geometrics is in the appendix attached to
this order.

LACTC wishes to commence constructzon of. th;s portion of
its LRT system at the earliest possible date. It is,
therefore, recquested that the usual 30~-day effective date on an
order be waived. We will make our order effective immediately.

Notice of the application was published in the .
Commission's Daily Calendar on June 28, 1988. No protests have
been received. A public hearing is not necessary.

Findi r Fa

1. LACTC requests authority under Public Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct two LRV tracks on SPT's. Wilmington
Branch Line.right-ot-way, at grade across Imperial H:ghway in Los"
Angeles, Los Angeles County.

2. Construction of the two LRV tracks on SPT's rzght—oz-way
across Imperial Highway is an essential element in construction of :
the LRV system. ' D

‘3. Public convenience and necessity require constructlon of
the tracks at grade across Imperial Highway on an inter;m bas;s
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a provided herein.

4. Public safety requires that protection at the c¢rossing be
two Standard No. 9 automat;c gate-type signals, two Standard No-. 9-
A automatic gate-type signals with cantilever arms and two modit;ed
No. 8 flashing light signals for pedestrian tratric (General Oxder -
(GO) 75-C).

5. Pending completion of plans and speciricatxans by the
agencies involved to construct a grade separation at Imperial
Highway, LACTC may proceed with constructlon of the LRV’tracks
across Imperxial H;ghway.

6. LACTC is the lead agency for this project undex CEQA as
amended.

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR.

8. The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project will have
a significant impact on the environment: however, mitigation
measures will either eliminate or reduce the severity of the
adverse impacts to acceptable levels.

k 9. A Statement of 0verrxd1ng COnsideratxons was adopted for
the project.
ansluﬁsgnﬁ_gz_nax

1. The applicatlon sbould be granted as set forth in the
following order.

2. The usual ao-day effective date on an order should be
waived as LACTC wishes to commence construction of the project at
the earliest possxble date.

INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:
1. The Los Angeles COunty-rransportatioh Commission (LACIC) is
authorized to- construct two LRV tracks on Southern Pacizic , _
Transportatmon COmpany s (SPT) Wilmington Branch Line right—of~way a
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at-grade across Imperial Highway to be identified as Crossing 84L~
9.40 (LACTC) and Crossing BBH-491.60 (SPT) in Los Angeles, Los

Angeles County, at the location and substantially as shown on the
plans attached to the application and Appendix "A" of this order.

2. Construction of the cross;ng shall be equal or superlor top
Standard No. 1 of GO 72-B.

3. Clearances shall conform to GO 26-D. Walkways shall
conform to GO 118.

4. Protection at the crossing shall be two standard No. 9
automatic gate-~type signals, two Standard No. 9-A automatic gate-
type s;gnals with cantilever arms and two modified No. 8 zlashlng
light sxgnals for pedestrian traffic (GO 75-C). :

5. The Commission will issue a final order regarding the
construction of the grade separation at Imperial Highway and
operational matters at the nearby Wilmington Avenue ¢rossing, at
such time as plans and specifications concerning the grade- '
separation structure are completed by the agencieS'invoived in this

project; LACTC, Caltrans, City of Los Angeles and the County of Los
Angeles, or. at such time as the Commission determines. The
Commission may revise, modify, or cancel the authority grxranted by
this order at any time.

6. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in

accordance with an agreement which has been entered into. between -
the parties. A copy of the agreement has been*filed‘with=the”
Commzssion. |

7. Within 30 days after completmon of the work under th;s
orxder, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that the
~authorized work has-been completed. '

8. Thls author;zatxon shall expire if not exerc;sed within
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not- complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modlfzed 1! ‘

',_qublic conven;ence, necessity, or safety so requlre.
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9. The application is grantéd as set rbrth ‘ab‘oire-
‘This order is effective today. - ,
pated _ DEC 91588 , at San Franca.sco, Ca.lltoma. 5
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