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Deeision 89 01 033 JAN27 '1989 rr;;~r:~n~~~,~ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC tT'I'ILITIES COMMISSION OF rcl.ti ~WOF ... '\d:a~RNIA 

Application of the CITY OF BANNING ) 
for an Order authorizing construetion ) 
of a crossing at separated grades ) 
between Highland Springs Avenue and the ) 
tracks of the SOuthern Pacifie ) 
Transportation Company, sometimes ) 
referred to as the *Hiqhland Springs ) 
Avenue Underpass.* (PUC No. B-564.28) ) 

-----------------------------------) 
QPIHIQH 

Application 88-02-039 
(Filed February 22, 1988) 

The City of Banning (City) also acting in behalf of City 
of Beaumont, requests authority to construct the Highlan~ Springs 
Avenue Underpass at separated grades under the tracks of'Southern 
Paeific Transportation Company's (SP'!) El Paso Main Line in 
Banning , Riverside CO\mty. 

City also requests authority to construct a temporary 
shoofly southerly of the main line traeks during construetion of 
the grade separation to facilitate excavation and earthwork 
removal, as well as the actual removal of the existing at-grade 
crossing of Highland Springs Avenue. 

The proposed railroad-highway grade separation project is 
an essential element in the City of Banning's Master Plan of Major 
Streets Improvement Proqr~. Highland Springs Avenue when fully 
developed will be a prineipal north-south arterial, connecting 
Interstate Route 10 (I-10) Freeway with san Gorgonio Pass Memorial 
Hospital and other future residential Gubdivisiontraet 
construction north of SPT's tracks. 

City is the lead agency tor this project under the 
california Environmental Quality- Aet of 1970 -(CEQA), as-amended; 
PU))lic: Resources CPR) Code Seetions 21000, .e~-aeq,: . City has..,. 
determined that the proj eet is categorically' exempt '. ~om, ·CEQA under 
PR Code Section'21080.13. 
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The Commission is a responsible agency for this projeet 
under CEQA and has revie~ed and considered the lead agency's 
categorical exemption determination. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission's Traffic Engineering staff. After a review and 
analysis of future vehicular traffic volume and street geometries 
of the area, the staff recom:mends that approval be granted to. 
construct the grade separation at Highland Springs Avenue~ 

City has met the filing requirements of the Commission's 
Rules of Practice ana Procedure including Rule 38, which relates to 
the construction of public highways across railroads. Oetailea 
dra~ings of the grade separation and street geometries are included 
in Appendix NAN of this order. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Oaily Calendar on February 25, 1988.. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary • 
Findings or Fact 

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities CoOe 
Sections 1201-1205 to construct the Highland Springs Avenue 
Underpass at separated grades under the tracks of Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's (SPT) El Paso Main Line in Banning, 
Riverside county. 

2. Railroad operations require temporary construction of 
shoofly track southerly of SPT's existing operating right-of-way 
auring construction of the railroad bridge structure. 

3. Construction of Highland Springs Avenue unaercrossing is 
required to proviae improved public access to developing 
residential areas in the northern portion of Banning. 

4. PUblic convenience, necessity,. and safety require 
construction of the Highland SprinqsAvenueU'nderpass ..... 

5. City is the lead agency for this project 'UJlderCEQA,. ·'as· 

amended • 
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6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead aqency's exemption' 
determination .. 

7. The pro;ect will have no. significant impact on the 
environment. 
CQnclvsions ot ~w 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the ' 
following order. 

2. The activity is not covered by the requirements set forth 
in CEQA ancl, therefore, the Guiclelines (J.4 Cal. Admin .. , CoCle-Oiv. 6) 

concerning the evaluation ot projects and the' preparation and 
review ot environmental documents do not apply~ 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. City ot Banning (City), also acting in behalt ot City ot 

Beaumont, is authorized to construct Highland Springs Avenue 
Underpass at separated grades under the tracks ot SOuthern Pacific 
Transportation Company's (SP!) El Paso Main Line in Banning, 
Riverside county, at the location and substantially as shown by 
plans attached to the application and Appendix *A* of this order, 
to be identitied as crossing B-564.2-B. 

2. City is authorized to construct a temporary shootly track 
south ot the existing operating tracks during construction ot the 
railroad bridge structure. 

3. Upon completion of the railroad bridge structure and 
restoration of the train traftic to its former alignment, the 
temporary shoofly shall be closed and physically removed •. 

4. Clearances shall be in accordance with General,order (GO) 
26-D. walkways shall co~orm to GO 118,_ 
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s. Construction ana maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an aqreement which has been entered into between 
the parties. A copy ot the agreement,. tOC]ether with plans of the 
crossing approved by SPT, shall be tiled with the commission prior 
to commencing construction. Should the parties tail to agree, the 
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 
by further order. 

6. Within 30 days atter completion ot the work under this 
order, City shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

7. This authorization shall expire it not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not compliea with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

s. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order becomes ettective 3-0· days tromtoday 

• Dated JAN 27 1989_, at San Francisco, Calitornia. 

• 
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G. MITCHELL WILl< 

President 
FREDERICK R. DUDA 
STANLEY W. HOLETT 

JOHN' a~· OHANIAN 

Commissioners 
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5. Construction and maintenance costs shall :be borne in 
accordance with an aqreement which has :been entered into between 
the parties.. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of the 
crossing approved by SPT, shall be filed with the commission prior 
to commencin9 c:onstruetion. Should the parties. fail to a9'%'ee,. 
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and main ___ ._.,~_ 
by further order. 

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under 
order, City shall notify the Commiss.ion in writing that 
authorized work has been completed. 

7. This authorization shall expire if not ~~:A~'~~~d 
three years unless time is extended or if the above .A040"n\;lL.I.. ... Yl1Ll> 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so reaw~r 

8. The application is granted a~ set· 
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This order becomes effective 30 daystrom today. 
Oated JAN 2 7 198~ r at san Francisco/ california 

.J' ,I,. 
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