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De c is ion __ 89~_O_1_0_34-.;;;.._ JAN 2 7 '1989 
BE~OP.E THE PUBLIC utILItIES COMM!SSIO~ OP TaB ST~TE OF-CALIFORNIA 

Application of. the State of. California,) 
D~partment of Transportation fer an ) 
order authorizing the Departr.l.entto-: ) 
Reconst~ct a crossing at separatp.d ) 
Qrades, to b~ known as "Cuesta Over- ) 
head", over the Southern Pacific Trans-) 
portation Comp~ny's "E" tine. ) 
Construction of the Overhead structure ) 
is part o~ a propose~ project to ) 
realign the existing Route 101 between ) 
post miles 35.2 and 36.0 in San Luis ) 
Obi~po County, Calif.ornia. ) 

-------------------------------) 

o PIN ION -------

]\!,p1 icatien SS'-07-0'36 
(Filed July 20, 1988) 

:rohe St('lte of California, "p.l'artment of Transportation 

(Cal trans), requcsts authority to reconstruct the Cuesta Overhead 

along St..,te 'Route (SR) 101 at separated grades ov~r Southern 

Pacific Transportation Company's (SJ?1.) tracks in San. Luis Obispo 

County. 

The existing Cuesta Overhead, Crossinq t-239.l-A, 

c01"lsi~ting of. ~, sin~le structure, provi~es roadway widtb f.or two 

traf<:'ic lanes without shoulders in e<!lch direction. The traffic lanes 

are separat<!'"d by a mcdian barrier. The purpose Qf the project is to 

proviet:- left and right s,",oulders with two., traffic' lanes in each 

direction. The proposed construction inclu~es re-placernent Qf the, 

existinq CUesta Overhc-ad with two structures and re-alignment Oof. the 

existinq SR-I01. 'The project will incr¢a~¢ roadwaY capacity and 

improve safety on SR-10l. 
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Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the 

California Environmental Ouality Act of 1970 (CEOA), a~l amended, 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. Caltrans has 

determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEOA under 

Title 21 (Department of 'I'ransportation), Subchapter 11, Section 

1510.1 (c) of the California Administrative Code. Section 1510.1 

applies to Class 1 - Existing Facilities with subsection (c) being 

applicable to activities involving existing streets and highways. 

The Commission is a responsil>le agency for this project 

under CEOA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's 

categorical exemption determination. The site of the proposed 

• project has been inspected by the Commission's Traffic E'ngineerinQ 

staff. The staff examined the need for and safety of reconstruction 

of the crossing. The staff recommends that the sought authority be 

granted. 

• 

Applieation 88-07-036 meets the filing requirements of the 

Commission's Rules of Praetice and Procedure, including Rule 38, 

which relates to the construction of a public highway across a 

railroad. A sketch of the crossing is set forth as Appendix A. 

Notice of the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily Calender on July 25, 1988: .. , NO' pt'etests have been 

received. A publie hearing is not necessary. 
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Findings ef F~ct 

1. Caltrans requests autherity under Public Utilities Code 

Sections 1201-1205 to. reconstruct Cuesta Overhead along SR-10l at 

separated grades ever SPIts tracks in San t~i$ Obispo County. 

2. Reconstruction of the overhead is required t~ provide 

shoulders in each direction en the existing SR-lOl. 

3. Public Convenience, necessity, and safety require 

recenstruction of the Cuesta Overhead. 

4. Cal trans is the lead agency for this. project un<'.er CEQA, 

as amended. 

5. The Cemmission is a responsible agency for this project 

4It and has reviewed and considered the lead agency·s categorical 

exemption determination. 

• 

6. It can be seen with 'certainty that there is no possibility 

that the activity in q~e$tion may have a si9nificant effect en the 

environment. 

Conclusions of law 

1. The application should be granted as set ferth in the 

following order. 

2. The activity is not covered by the requirements set forth 

in CEQA and, therefore, the guidelines. (14 Cal. Admin. Code - Oiv. 

6) concerning the evaluation of projects and the, 'p.reparc'lti~n and 

review ef envirenmental documents do not"" apply • 
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o R D E R -- .... --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The State of California, Ocpc.rtment of Transportation 

(Ca1trans), is authorized to reconstruct the Cuesta Ovorhead along 

SR-10l at separated grades over Southern Pacific Transportation 

company's (SP!) tracKS in San Luis Obispo County, at the location 

and substantially as shown by plans attached to the application, 

identified as Crossing E-239.l-A. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 

26-D; except that during the period of construction, a clearance of 

not less than 21 feet 6 inches above top of rail shall be authorized 

• and SPT shall be authorized to operate with such reduced overhead 

clearance provided that instructions are issued by the railroad and 

filed with the Commission forbidding employees to ride on tops of 

cars beneath the structures. 

• 

3. Cal trans shall notify the Commission and SPT at least 15, 

but not more than 30, days in advance of the date when the temporary 

impaired clearance will be created. 

4. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to 

any trackage subject to rail operation shall be maintained free of 

obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their,original 

condition in the event of damage during construction. 
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5. Cons~ruction and maintenance costs shall O~ borne in 

accordance with an agreement to be enterec into betwee~ the 

parties. A copy of the agreement,. togethe:c with plans of the 

crossing approved. by SPT, shall be filed with -the Commission prior 

to commencing constc~ction. Should the parties f~il to ~groe, the 

Co~::'ssion -,.,ill apportion th~ costs of constr';ction .ll'le m.,intenance 

by further order. 

6. wi thin 30 days after completior. o·f the work uncp.r this 

order, Calt.rans shall notify the Commission in writing that the 

authori7.ec work has been completed. 

7. This authoC'ization shall expire if not exercised within 

three years unless time is exten.ded or i.E-the ~bove Con.ditions are-

n.ot cOI't'lplied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience, n.ecessity, or safety so require. 

8. The application is grantt;1~i 4$ $~t f.orth'above .. 

This order becones offectivo 30 days from today-

Dat~d JAN 2 7 i9aS ___________ , at San·· Francisco; Califo.rn:!.a. 
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