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Decision as 03 g4S MAR 2 2 1989 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORtATION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for 4n order authorizing the ) 
construction of two liqht rail ) 
vehicle tracks at qrade alonq Lonq ) 
Beach Boulevard and across Pacific ) 
Coast Highway in the City of Long ) 
Beach California ) 

----------------------------) 
OPINION 

Application SS-10-030 
(Filed October 18, 1988) 

As part of the project to construct a liqht rail transit 
(LRT) system, the Los Anqeles County Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to construct two liqht rail vehicle 
(LRV) tracks at qrade alonq Long Beach Boulevard and across Pacific 
Coast Hiqhway State Route l(SRl) in Lonq Beach, Los Anqeles County. 

The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit project is part of 
an on-qo~nq transit development process in which the Long Beach-Los 
Anqeles Corridor and thirteen other corridors have been identified 
as candidates for transit improvements. The project is being 
planned. as a conventional LR'r system from downtown Los Angeles to 
downtown Lonq Beach to serve between 54,000 and 76·,000 passenqers 
per day. A variety of impacts were identified, both beneficial and 
adverse. Mitigation measures will either eliminate Or reduce the 
severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

LACTC is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and review of 4Il Enviromnental Impact Report (&IR), LACXC 4pproved 
the project. On March 29, 19S5, a Notice of Determination was 
filed with the seeretaxy for Resourcesar~d with the- Los Angeles 

- 1 -



• 

.' 

• 

A.88-l0-030 T/RRT/sc 

County Clerk which found that ~The Project will have a significant 
effect on the environment ... A Statement of Overriding 
Considerations was adopted' for the project. 

The CommiSSion is a responsible aqency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission's Traffic Engineering staff. In addition, over .:I. 
two-year period meetings and conferences h.:l.ve been held by variOUS 
governmental agencies and conSUlting engineers to review and 
discuss LACTC's proposal with respect to traffic siqnals for LRV 
.:I.nd motor vehicles. 

Light rail transit signals will be actuated by the same 
traffic signal controls that actuate the motor vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic sign4ls. The as~ets of the transit s,ignals. 
will be red, yellow and. lunar white. The heads will :be proqramrnecl 
so that they will be visible only to the liqht rail transit 
operators. Aspects of the transit and motor vehiele signals will 
be changed to direct the movement o,f conflicting routes of transit 
vehicles~motor vehicles and peclestrians in aecord4nce with the -phase diaqrams for each intersection as shown. on Exhibit A, P'aqes Z 
and 4. 

LACTC has met the filinq requirements of the Commission's 
Rules of Practice and Proced.ure including Rule. 40, which relates to 
the construction of a railroad track across a public hiqhway. 
Deta.1.led d.rawinqs of the street geometries are in Appendix A 
attached to this decision. 

LACTC wishes to commence construction o·f this portion of 
its LRT system at the earliest possible date. It is therefore 
requested th~t the usual 30-day effective date on an orcler be 
waived. We will make our order effective immediately •. 

Notice of the Application was published in the 
Commission~s. Daily Calendar on October 20, 198'8 •. No- protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary • 
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Findings of rQe~ 
1. LACTC requests a~thority under Public O~ilities Coae 

Sections 1201-120S to construct two LRV tracks at grade along Long 
Beach Boulevard and across Pacific Coast Hiqhway (SR-l) in Long 
Beach, Los Anqeles County. 

2. Construction of the two. LRV tracks at qraae along Lonq 
Beach Boulevar~ and across Pacific Coast Hiqhway is an essential 
element in construction of the LRV systems. 

3. Public convelti~nce and necessity require construction of 
the traeks at qrade along Long Beach Boulevard and across Pacific 
Coast Highway. 

4. Public safety requires that light rail tra.nsit signals 
will be actuated. by the s&ne traffic siqnal controls that actuate 
the motor vehicle ana pedestrian traffic signals. The aspects of 
the transit siqnals will be red, yellow and lunar white. The heads 
will be proqrammed so that they will be visible only to the light 
rail transit operators. Aspects of the transit an~ motor vehicle 
Signals will be changed to direct the movement of conflicting 
routes of transit vehicles, motor vehicles and pedestrians in 
accordance with the phase diagr&ns for the intersection as shown on 
Exhibit "A" .. 

S. LACTC is the lead agency for this pro·ject under CEQA, as 
amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EI~ .. 

7. The Long Beach-Los Anqeles Rail Transit ~oject will have 
a significant impact on the environment; however, mitiqation 
measures will either eliminate or reduce the severity of the 
adverse ~pac~s to 4cceptable levels. 

&. A Statement of Overriding Considera~ions was adopted for 
the project. 
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Conclusi9n~ 2f Law 
1. The application should be qrantea as set forth in the 

followinq order. 
2. The usual 30-d.ay effective date on an order should be 

waived as LActC wishes to commence this project at th& earliest 
possible date. 

IT IS ORDEREO that: 
1. The Loa Angeles County Transportation COmmission (LAC~C) 

is authorized to construct two LRV tracks at qrade alonq Long Beach 
Boulevard and across Pacific Coast Hi9'hway (SR-l) in Lonq Beach, 
Los Anqeles,County, at the location and substantially as shown on 
the plans attached tQ the application and in Appendix A, to be 
identified as Crossing No. 84L-19.6 • 

2. Construction of the :crossinqs shall be equal or superior 
to Stanc:la:rd No. 1 of GO 72-B.· 

3. = Clearances and walkways shall conform to GO 143. 

4. Protection at the crossinqs shall :be liqht rail transit 
siqnals actuated by the same traffic signal controls that actuate 
the motor vehicle and pedestrian traffic signals. The aspects of 
the transit siqnals will be red, yellow and lunar white. The heads,· 
will be programmed so that they will be visible only to the liqht 
rail transit operators. Aspects of the transit and motor vehicle 
siqnals will be chanqed to direct the movement of conflictinq 
routes of transit vehicles, motor vehicles and' pedestrians in 
accordance with the phase diaqrams for the intersection as shown on 
Exhibit "A". 

5. Construction and maintenance costs shall :be :borne ir .. 
accordance w1th an agreement which has been entered int~between 
the parties. A copy of the agreement has· been filed with the 
Comm.ission~ 
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6 • Within 30 d.4ys after completion 0'£ the work und.er this 
order, LAC'rC shAll notify 'the Commission in wr;1:ting that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

7. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended. or if the above conditions are 
not compl~ed. wi.th. Au'tllorization -may ,be revoked or modified: if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

S. The application is granted. as set forth ~ve. 

: 

This .order is effective today. 
Dated. MAR 2 2 19~.s , ~t San Francisco-, California 
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, G •. MI'I'CHELLWILK 
Pres.ident 

FREDERICK R ... ·· OODA 
STANLEY W.. HOI.ETT 
JOHN' B.. OHANIAN 

Commissioners. 

COmmiss.ioner PAtricia Eckert, 
present but not participating 
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