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Decision 89-04-006 April 12, 1989 

BEFORE 1'HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTAZION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for an oraer authorizing the ) 
construction of two light rail ) 
transit tracKS at separated grade ) 
above Southern Pacific TransportAtion ) 
Company Dawson spur track off ) 
Wilmington Branch at SPTC mile post ) 
497.&3 and at LACTC"s m.tle'post 15-.43: ) 
in the' City of Carson, California. ) 

-------------------------------) 
INTERIM OPINIOr,! 

Application 8S-11-001 
(Filed November 1, 1988:) 

As part of the project to construct a light rail transit 
(LRT) system, the Los Angeles- County TransportAtion Commission 
(LAC'I'C) requests Authority to- construct two light rail transit 
(LRV) tracks at separated grades over the re-located tracKs of 
Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SFT) Dawson spur (off 
the Wilmington Branch Line) in Carson, Los Angeles County .. 

The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project is part of 
an on-going transit development process in which the Long Beach-Los 
Angeles corridor and thirteen other corridors have been identified, 
as candidates for transit improvements. The project is being 
planned as a conventional LR'l"' system from downtown Los Angeles to 
downtown Long Beach to serve between 5-4,000 and 76,,.000 passengers 
per day_ A variety of impacts were identified, both beneficial and 
adverse - MitigAtion measures will either eliminate or reduce the 
severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable- leve-ls .. 

LACTC is the lead' agency for this project under the 
California EJwironmentalQua~ity Act,of 1970 (CEQA)~ as amended,. 
Publie.Reao'aX'ces Code· Sections 21000, et seq~ After,preparation 

.', \ 

and" review of an Enviro.nmental Impact, Report (EIR).,LACTC. approved 
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t~~c project.. On MArch 29, 1985, a Notice of DetermilUltion was 
filed with the Secretary for Resources and with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk which found that ~The project will have a significant 
:i..mpact on the environment"'. A Statement of OVerrid'ing 
Considerations was adopted for the project. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the 1ead:agency"s EIR. 

'l'he site of the proj'ect has been inspected by the 
Commission's Tra,ffic Engineering staff, who, after review of the 
proposed grade separation plans, portions of which have ~en 
incorporated in Appendix ~A~ attached to this order, recommend that 
LACTC"s request be granted .. 

During the course of planning a~d review the Commission'S 
Rail/Transit Planning and: Policy Branch waS initially of the 
opinion that consideration should be given to the installation of 
railings and walkways on LRV aerial structures, at such locations 
where installation might appear desirable on the Long Beach-Los 
Angeles Rail 'l'ransit Project. After several meetings by all the 
concerned parties during a two year time frame, LAC'l'C advised the 
Commission th4t it believed it could successfully satisfy the 
individual concerns of the affected agencies along the corridor. 
It was their intention to address and- resolve each issue with each 
agency on a case-by-case-, agency-by-agency basis. 

LACTC further believes that because of the unique and 
diverse circumstances associated with each segment of the project, 
that their proposed course of action, would satisfactorily resolve 
any concerns of the transit corridor agencies as well as 
reservations that the Commission may have had initially concerning 
the issue of handrail/walkways for the Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail 
Transit Pro-jeet aerial structures. 

Because of the urgency of this project o.nd' the need, for', 
LACTC' to' move ahead' with the construction of this .1mport4nt segment 
of LRT' system,.. we wil11ssue.An order granting interim.Author!ty 
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for the construction of LRV tracks as requested by applicant in the 
instant application. A later final order will be issued addressing 
the question of aerial structures in this proceeding and' in those 
other proceedings where this question has been raised (Applications 
86--08-035-, 8:7-12-034, 8'8-08:-0050, et al).. This will allow for a 
more comprehensive' and consistent treatment of these several 
related matters, without unduly delaying LACTC"s necessary 
construction work at the SP'!' site now. The Co~unission's. Traffic 
Engineering Section has studied the need for the proposed grade 
separation and recommends that one be granted at this location. 

LACTC has met the filing requirements of the Commission's 
Rules of Practice and Procedure including Rule 41, which relatee to
the construction of a railroad or street railroad across a railroad 
or street railroad. Detailed drawings of the grade separation and 
site geometrics are in AppendiX' H-A'" attached to this order .. 

LACTC wishes to- commence construction of this portion of 
its LRT' system at the earliest possible date. It is therefore 
requested that the usual 30-day effective date on an order be 
waived.. We will make our order effective immediately. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on November 7,. 19'88:. No protests have 
been received.. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

1 .. LACTC requests. authority under Public Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205· to construct two LRV tracks at separated grades 
over the relocated SP'!" Dawson spur track (off the Wilmington Branch 
Line) in Carson, Los Angeles County. 

2. Construction of the LRV tracks at separated, grades over 
SPT"s Dawson. spur track is an essential element in the construction 
of the LRT- system. 

3. Public conven~ence, necessity" and safety require 
construction of two LRV,tracks at separated' grades'over SFT's 
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Dawson spur track as indieated in Appendix *A* attaehed to this 
order. 

4. The need for railings and walkWays on LRV aerial 
structures will be dealt with by further order of the Commission. 

$. LAC'I'C is the lead agency for this project: under CEQA, as 
amended~ 

6,. The Commission is a responsible agency for ,this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR .. 

7. The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project will have 
a significant impact on the enviromnent; however, miti9'ation 
measures will ei:ther eliminate or reduee the severity of the 
adverse impacts to,aeeeptable levels. 

8. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for 
the project. 
Conclusions of LAW 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2'. The usual 3,0-day effective date on an order should ):)e 
waived as LACTC' wishes to commenee construction of the-project at 
the earliest possi):)le date .. 

INTERIM ORPEB 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The Los Angeles County Transportation commission (LACTC) 

is authorized to construct two LRV trac~s at separated grades over 
the relocated track of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's 
(SP'l') Dawson spur (off the Wilmington Branch Line) in Carson, tos 
Angeles County,. at 'the intersection of Milepost 15-.43 (LAC'I'C) and 
the intersection ot Milep,ost 497.63 (SP'!'), at the location, and 
subst~ntiallY as shown' ):)y, plans attached to- the application ,and' 
Appendix *A* of' this., order .. ' 
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2. For the SP'l' crossinC] at Milepost 497.63, clearances shall 
be in accordance with GO 2'6-0. Walkways. shall contorm to GO 118. 
For I.ACTC crossinC] at Milepost 1~.43, clearances and walkways shall 
conform to GO 143. 

3. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 
the parties. A copy of the aqreement has been filed with the 
Commission. 

4. The Commission will issue a final order concerning 
railinqs and walkways on aerial structures at a later date. 

S. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writinC] that the 
authorized work has been eo~pleted. 

6. This authorization will expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is.extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or m04ified· if .. , 

public' convenience, necessity, or safety so require .. 
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7. The application is qranted as sct forth abov(!!. 
This order. is effective toclay_ 
Dated k?R 12 1989: f' atS'.ln Francisco,. california .. 

- (, -

G ~ MITCHELL. Wlt..K 
. ' . ,. Precident ' 

STrult..r:::f' w.... zror.;E'l"r 
JOHN.,B. OHANIAN", 
PATRICIA M.,ECKER'l' 

, CQmmissioners· 

Commissioner' Frederick' R.·D~dA 
being ncc:cssn;eily @sont, aid 
riot l?"-X'tic:ip.:.Lt~ ... 

.' 
I I' ... '. 41' 

......... , 

I,CERTiFf'THATTH1S' Ot:C:S'O~ 
WA'S'A:?~').OV~OSY T:~Z- AWVE 
CO/vWIISSIO~RS iODAY~ 
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mecision 89 04 006 APR 12 1989 

BEFORE tHE PUBLIC UTILItIES COMMISSION OF THE StATE OF 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORtAtION ) 

COMMI SSION } 
for an order authorizinq the ) 
construction of two light rail ) 
transit tracks at separated qrade ) 
above Southern Pacific Transportation ) 
Company Dawson spur track off ) 
Wilminqton Branch at SPTC mile post ) 
497.63 and at LACTC"s mile post 15·.43 ) 
in the City of carson, California. ) 

--------------------------------) 

Appli tion 88-11-001 
(File November 1, 1988) 

As part of the project to construct a light rail transit 
(LRT) system, the Los Angeles Co ty transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to c nstruet two light rail transit 
(LRV) tracks at separated gra es over the relocated tracks of 
Southern Pacific Transporta on Company's (SPT) Dawson spur (oft 
the Wilmington Branch Line in Carson, Los Angeles county. 

The Lonq Beach- S Anqeles Rail Transit Project is part of 
an on-going transit dev lopment process in whieh the Long Beach-Los 
Angeles corridor and irteen other corridors have been identified 
as candidates for tr nsit improvements. The project is being 
planned as a conve ional LRT system from downtown Los Angeles to 
downtown Long Bea to serve between 54,000 and 76,000 passengers 
per day. A var ty of impacts were identified, both beneficial and 
adverse. Miti ation measures will either eliminate or reduce the 
severity of t e adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

LA C is· the lead agency tor this project under the 
nvironmental Quality Act of 1970 CCEQA)" as. amended, 

PublicRe ources Code sections 21000,et seq •. After preparation 
anci revi w of an Environmental Impact Report· (EIR) ,-LAC're. approved 
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the project. On March 29, 1985" a Notice o't Determina on was 
filed with the Secretary tor Resources and with the os Angeles 
County Clerk which found that NThe project will e a signiticant 
impact on the environmentN• A Statement ot Overr ~ing 
Considerations was adopted for the project. 

The Commission is a responsible age ey for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered he lead agency's EIR. 

The site of the project has bee inspected by the 
Commission's Tra't'tic Engineering sta't't, who- after review of the 
proposed grade separation plans, port'ons o't which have been 
incorporated in Appendix NAN attach to this order, recommend that 
LACTC"s request be granted. 

During the course o't pl inq and review the Commission's 
Rail/Transit Planning and Poli Branch was initially of the 
opinion. that consideration sho ld be given to the installation of 
railings and' walkways on LRV erial structures, at such locations 
where installation might ap ear desirable on the Long Beach-Los 
Angeles Rail Transit Proj t~ After several meetings by all the 
concerned· parties during a two year time trame, LACTC advised the 
Commission that it beli ved .it could successfully satis'ty the 
individual concerns of the affected agencies along the corridor. 
Xt was their intenti . to· address and resolve each issue with each 
agency on a case by case, agency by agency basis. 

LACTC fur er believes that because of the unique and 
diverse eircumsta ees associated with each seqment of the project, 
that their propo ed course of action would satisfactorily resolve 
any concerns 0 the transit corridor agencies as well as 
reservations at the Commission may have had initially eoncerninq 
the issue of andrail/walkways, for the Lon9 Beach - Los Angeles 
Rail Transi Project aerial structures .. 

B cause of the urqency of this. project and· the need for 
LACTC to ove ahead with· the construction of this important segment 

stem~ we will·. issue an order granting interim authority 
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tor the construction of LRV tracks as requested by applicant in e 
instant application. A later final order will be issued addr Ginq 
the question of aerial structures in this proceec1inq and in hose 
other proceec1ing's where this question has :been raised (A ieations 
86-08-035-,87-12-034 and 88-08-005, et al) .. This. will llow for a 
more comprehensive and consistent treatment of these everal 
related matters, without unduly delayinq LACTC's n essary 
construction work at the SPT site now. The Cown sion's Traffic 
Enqineering' Section has studied the' need for t e proposed qrade 
separation and recommends that one be qrante at this. location .. 

LACTC has met the filing require ts of the Commission's 
Rules of Practice and Procedure includin Rule 41, which relates to 
the construction ot a railroad or stre 
or street railroad. Detailed drawin 

railroad across a railroad 
of the grade separation and 

site geometries are in Appendix NAN attached to- this. order. 
LACTC wishes to commence construction of this portion ot 

its LRT' system at the earliest It is therefore 
requestec1 that the usual 30-d effective date on an order be 
waived. We will make our or er effective immediately. 

Notice of the app cation was publ~shed in, the 
couission "S Daily Calen r on November 7, 1988.. No protests have 
been received. A: publi hearinq is not necessary .. 
FindiDSs ot FMCt 

S authority under Public Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205, ~ construct two LRV tracks at separated grades 
over the SPT' Dawson spur track (off the Wilmington Branch 
Line) in Carson, s Angeles County. 

2. Constr. ction of the WI tracks at separated grades over 
SP'l"s Dawson ur track is- an essential element in the construction 
of the LRTs stem'. 

3. lie convenie,ncerneeessity, and safetyrequ1re' 
n of two 'uw trac)c;s at separated 9):ades over SP'l"'s 
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