
Decision 89 04"012 APR 1 2 1989 

BEFORE 'l'HE PUBLIC" UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'l'HE S'l'A'tt OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

COMMISSION" 
for an order authorizing the 
construction of two light rail 
vehicle traCKS"" at separatecl qrade 
Above Slauson Avenue in the county 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) of Los Angeles. 

--------------------------------) 

Application 88-12'-029" 
(Filed Oecember 14, 19S5) 

IN'URUt OPINION 

As part of the project to construct a light rail transit 
(LRT) system, the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to construct two light rail vehicle 
(LRV) tracks at separated grades over Slauson Avenue in Los Angeles 
County. 

The Long Beach-LOS Angeles Rail 'l'ransit Project is part of 
an on-going transit development process in which the Long Beach-Los 
Angeles corridor and thirteen other corridors have been identified 
as candidates for transit improvements~ The project is ~ing 
planned as a conventional LRT system from downtown Los Angeles to, 
downtown Long Beach to serve between 54,000 and- 76-,000 passengers 
per day~ A variety of impacts were identified, both beneficial and 
adverse. Mitigation measures will either eliminate or reduce the 
severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

LACTC is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act o,f 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, at seq~ After preparation 
and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR),.. LAC'1'C approved 
the project. On Hax::chZ9'" 19"8'5-, a Notice of Determination was 
fiJ."ed ";wi th the Secretary . for Resources and with the Los. Angeles-
COllnty'Clerk,which founel that~Tbe' project will havea'sS.gnificant 
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impact on the environment,.,. A Statement of Overriding 
Consicierations was adopted for the project .. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and conSidered th~ lead agency's EIR .. 

The sit~ of the project has been inspected by the 
Commission's Traffic Engineering staff, who after rev.i.ew of the 
proposed grade separation plans, portions of which have been 
incorporated' in Appendix itA'" attached to this order, recommend that 
LACTC's request be granted .. 

During the course of planning and review the CommiSSion's 
Rail/Trans.it Planning and' policy Branch was initially of the 
opinion that consideration should be given to the installation of 
railings and walkways on LRV aerial structures,. at such locations 
where installation might appear desirable on the Long Beach-Los 
Angeles Rail Transit Project. After several meet1ngs by all the 
concerned parties, during a two year time fr~e, LACTC advised the 
Commission that it believed it could successfully satisfy the 
individual concerns of the affected agencies along the corridor .. 
It was· their intention to address and resolve each issue with each 
agency on a ease-by-case', agency-by-agency basis .. 

LACTC further believes that because of the unique and 
diverse ciremnstances associated with each 5egment of the project, 
that their proposed course of action would' satisfactorily resolve 
any concerns of the transit corridor agencies as well as 
reservations that the Commission staff may have had initially 
concerning the issue of handrail/walkways for the Long Beach - Los 
Angeles Rail Transit Project aerial structures .. 

Because of the urgency of this· project And the need for 
LACTC to move ahead with the construction of this important segment 
of LRT system" we will issue an order granting inter:Lm: 
authority fox the construction of LRV tracks as requested by 
applicant 1D, the instant applicat1on. A later' f!nalorder will be 

issued~ addxesaing the question of aerial structures· in . this, 
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proceeding and in those other proceedings whare this question has 
Deen raised (Applications 8:6-08-035, 87-12-034, 88-08-005· et al). 
This will allow for a more comprehensive and consistent treatment 
of these several related matters, without unduly delaying LACTC's 
necessary construction work at the SPT site now. The 
Commission's Traffic Engineering Section has studied. the need for 
the proposed grade separation and recommends that one be granted. at 
this location .. 

LACTC has previously been authorized to alter and. improve 
the Slauson Avenue at grade crossing o,f the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's Wilmington Branch Line (Crossing BBH-
48'7.42) DY CommiSSion letter dated April 10, 1987, pursuant to 
General Order 8:8-A. The SPT at. grade crossing is adjacent. and 
parallel to' the proposed. LAC'l'C grade separation. 

'l'he application was found to' be in compliance under the 
Commission's filing requirements including Rule 40 of the Rules of 
Practice and. Procedure, which'rule relates to the const.ruction of b. 

railroad track across, a public 'highway. Oatailed.' drawings of the 
qrade separat;i.on and. street qeometrics are included in Append.ix "A" 
attached. to this order. 

LAC'l'C wishes to commence construction of this portion of 
its LR'I' sys.tem at the earliest possible date. It is therefore 
requested that the usual 30-day effective date on an order be 
waived'. We will make our order effective immed.iately. 

Not.ice of the application was published in the 
Commission's tlaily Calendar on Oecember 2l, 1988. No protes.ts have 
been received. A public hearing is, not necessary .. 
find.ings of Fact 

1. LACTC requests Authority under Public Utilities Cod.e 
Sections,,1201-1205· to,construct two LRV tracks at separated. grades 
over SlAuson Avenue in· Los Angeles County. 
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2. Construction of the LRV tracks at separated grades over 
S.lauson Avenue is an essential element in the construction of the 
LR'I" sys·tem. 

3. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
construction of the two LRV tracks at separated grades over 
Slauson Avenue as set forth in Appendix itA It· attached to this order. 

4. The need for railinqs and walkways. on LFN aerial 
structures will be dealt with by further order of the Commission. 

5. LACTC is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible 4qency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

7. The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Trans-it Project will have 
a ~ignificant impact on the environment; however, mitigation 
measures will either eliminate- or reduce the severity of the 
.' .' 

adverse impacts to- acceptable levels~ 
s. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for 

the project. 
~9nclusions of La~ 

1. 'the application should be granted as set forth in the 
follow.ing order. 

2-. The usual 30-day effeetive date on an order should be 
waived as LACTC wishes to commence construction of the project at 
the earliest possible date. 

Il:lIEB'IM OBPER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LAC'rC) 

is authorizeato construct two LRV tracks at separated grades, 
ove~Slauson Avenue,. to· be identified as Crossing 84~S. .. 2-B". 
in LOSAngeles'County,atthe location and substantiailyas.: shown 
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by plans attached to the application and Appendix HA~ of this 
order .. 

2. Clearances and walkways, shall be in accordance with 
General Order (GO) 143. 

3. Cons'truction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 
the par'ties. A copy of the o.greemen't has been filed. with 'the 
Commission. 

4. The Commission will issue a final order concerning' 
railings and walkways on aerial structures at a later date. 

5,.- Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that 'the 
authorized work has been completed. 

6. This authoriZation s,hall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended. or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or 'modified if 
public convenience, necessity,or safety so. require. 
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7 , Tho QPplic~tion iH 0r~ntcd as ~ct forth abovQ. 
'rhisorcior' is ~[; foeti.vo tod.~y. 

OlltOd. APR 1 2 19_8.-9_, a'l: S'",n r'r~l"lC isco,. C~i.i,fol.'nil.1 . 
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c ~ MI'XCl-mLt.. WILK 
Prosident 

STA.%E't W .. HULS'1''l: 
JOHN B.. OHANIAN 
P]. •• :.L'RICI1\ M.ECKER'l' 

Commissioners 

Commiss£oner Frederick R. Oud~ 
being necessarily ~b$cnt, did 
not participate< .. 
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impact on the environment.... A Statement of OVerriding 
Considerations was adopted. for the pro·ject. 

The Commission is a responsible' agency for th 
under CEQA and has reviewed and. considered the lead gency~s EIR. 

The site of the project has been inspecte by the 
Commission's Traffic Engineering staff, who a·fte review of the 
proposed grade separation plans, portions of w ich have been 
incorporated in Appendix It·A"· attached to' thi order, recommend that 
LACTC's request be granted. 

During the course of planning a review the Commission's 
Rail/Transit Planning and Policy Branch as initially of the 
opinion that consideration should ~ ven to the installation of 
railings and walkways on LRV aerial tructures, at such locations 
where installation might appear de rable on the Long Beach-Loe 
Angeles Rail Transit Project.. A er several meetings- by all the 
concerned parties during a two ear time frame,. LACTC advised the 
Commission that it believed i could successfully satisfy the 
individual concerns of the a fected agencies along the corridor. 
It was their intention to· C:ldress and resolve each issue with each 
agency on a case by case" agency :by agency basis .. 

LACTC further lieves that because of the un·ique and 
diverse circumstances ~ssociated with each segment of the project, 
that their proposed ourse of action would satisfactorily resolve 
any concerns of th transit corridor agencies as well as 
reservations that the Commission staff may have had initially 
concerning the'· sue of handrail/walkways for the Long Beach - Los 
Angeles Rail 'r aneit Proj'ect aerial structures .. 

Bec se of the urgency of this project and the need for 
LACTC to m e ahead with the construction of this important segment 
of LRT- s~em-, we will issue- an order granting interim 
authori for, the construction of LRV tracks as requested by 

4pplie nt .in'the instant application. A.la:ter final order' will :be 
iN d:' addressing the' question of aerial structures·.in this 
/ .' . 
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