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Decision89 04 029 APR 1~' 1989 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE 

Application of ALBERTO SEMEDO d.b.a. 
ALBERT TRANSPORT' for certificate of 

rii1 m ~ r--. ,.., "', r'\ [\ .' 

to.wU@UuJLftJ~ 
OF CALIFOBSIA d 

MallO 

APR: 1 .3 1989 public convenience and necessity to 
operate and provide passenger stage 
service between points in Los Angeles 
County, sueh as Los Angeles· 
International Airport,. Long Beach 

Application 88-05-002 
(Filed M4y 2, 1988,) 

Airport, and John Wayne Airport, and 
points in-between. 

Sajd M. Shaxif, Attorney at Law, for 
Alberto Semedo, applicant. 

S. E. Rowe, by}S. p. Wal:oex::e, for the 
Department of Transportation, City of 
Los Angeles, protes·tant. 

o Pl., 1.0 N 

Applieant Alberto Semedo (Semed.o), doing business as 
Alberto Transport, seeks a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity to' provide passengeX' stage service between points in Los 
Angeles County and Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) or Long 
Beach Airport (LGB). (Semedo withd.rew his request for service to 
John Wayne Airport.) SuperShuttle of Los· Angeles, Inc .. , a 
competing passenger stage operator, and the City of Los Angeles 
(City) filed protests, but only the City appeared. 

Same do currently operates as a charter party carrier 
under Tep 4129P' with his· headquarters in San Pedro·, operating one 
vehicle, a seven-passenger van, and serving the South Bay area of 
Los Angeles County. 

He testified that he has operated. as a charter party 
carrier for about two years and that his regular passengers have 
requested van service to· LAx ancr LGB·. Al thouqhoperating only one 
van at present, if certificated he will operate two vans with four 
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employees. In addition to his regular customers, he serves several 
hotels in the South Bay area which have requested increased van 
service to the airports. He testified that he came to America ten 
years ago as a- seaman, then worked in a garage in San Pedro as a 
mechanic for six years. before starting his charter party carrier 
business. He said that he now has the experience- and finances to 
expand his business into a regular airport shuttle. His fare would 
be $20 from San Pedro' to LAX. 

Semedo presented' two witnesses who testified to his 
ability asa carrier; that he is reliable and courteous .. One 
witness tes,tified that his fares· are more reasonable than other 
earriers and that she would use him to travel to the airports. She 
believes that there is a great demand for additional service to and 
from LAX or LGB to the South Bay area. 

The City presented three witnesses in opposition to the 
grant of authority. 'I'he City'S West Los Angeles district engineer 
test1fied that the number of passenger stage vans at LAX causes 
exeessive traffic congestion and that additional van companies will 
make matters worse. 'the City, however, admitted that there were no 
restrictions at LAX on the number of van companies that could 
operate at the airport, or the number of vans each eould operate, 
or the number of daily trips each van could make. 

A representative of United Independent 'taxi testified 
that there was adequate service at LAX - "mOre than enouqh.~ He 
said that in the' City of Los Angeles there are approximately 1,100 
legitimate cabs, and there are hundreds of passenger stage vans 
that operate at LAX. Between the cabs and the vans there is 
sufficient service at LAX, and no need for more operators~ 

A public utilities transportation inspector of the City 
testified that there were sufficient passenger stage vans at LAX. 
During peak hours at the airport there is, traffic congestion, vans, 
are double parked and sometimes block taxi zones. About 800 City 
licensed cabs work the airport. Service is sati~factory. She said 
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that the City regulates the number of cabs on the street~ Until 
need is- shown a taxi company cannot add vehicles to its fleet. 
DisQ1!J§ion 

This application is similar in many ways to prior 
applications which were granted despit~ showings that there is 
congestion at LAX and' there are sufficien't vans and taxis currently 
operating to meet the needs of the general publie. In Decision 
8S-11 .. 006 in Application 8S-02-021 we granted- a certifica'te of 
public convenience and necessity after observing: "The problems at 
LAX are not going to be helped or hindered by the grant of this 
application. SuperShuttle, with its 200 vans, and other operators 
can always add equipment and, to' the extent competitors are kept 
off the airport, the remaining carriers may exercise quasi­
monopoly powers over ground transportation." (At p. 4.) 

In regard to Semedo, he has- shown that his customers 
desire regular van service to- the airport, and would prefer his 
service to others. This supports public convenience and necessity • 
We see no, reason to deny a small operator the opportunity to expand. 
when to deny the opportunity would only allow the large,. 
established operator to add more equipment and start new routes. 
~ng8 of F~ct 

1. Applicant has the ability, equipment, and financial 
resources to perform the proposed service. 

2. Public convenience and necessity require the proposed 
service. 

3. The rates proposed in the application are deemed 
re,,"sonable .. 

4. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may hAve a significant 
effect on the environment • 
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Conclusion of Law 
Public convenience ~nd necessity h~ve been demonstratea 

and a certificate should be granted. 
Only the amount paid to the St~te for operative rights 

may be used in rate fixing~ The State may grant any number of 
rights and IMy cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these 
rights at any time. 

0.$ DJLR 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience ~nd necessity is 

granted to Alberto, Semedo authorizing him to operate as a passenger 
stage corporation, as defined in P'O' Code S 226, be.tween the points 
and over the routes set forth in Appendix PSC-412'9, to transport 
persons and baggage. 

2'. Applicant shall: 
a. File a written acceptance of this 

certificate within 30 days after this order 
is· effective. 

b. Establish the authorized service and file 
tariffs and timetables within 120 days 
after this order is effective. 

c. State in his, tariffs· and timet~bles when 
service will st~rt; allow at le~st 10 days' 
notice to- the Commission; and make 
timetables, and tariffs· effective 10 or more 
days. after this order is- effective. 

d. Comply with General Orders Series 79 t 9'S, 
101, and 104, and the California Highway 
PatX'ol safety rules. 

e. Maintain accounting records in conformity 
with theOniform System o·f Accounts ~ 

f. Remi t to· the Commiss,ion the Transportation 
Reiml:>ursement Fee required by PO- Cocle S 403 
when notifi'ed by mail to- do so. 
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3.. J?rior to Ini tilltin'J s0:r:v.ic;(~ to D..ny ~d.:r:po~t, ap.pl.5.c.~nt 
~h~ll noti!y the airpo~~ authority involv~d. Thic ccr~ific~tc docz 
not. autho:r.iz~ the holdor.' to c(;ndu,_::' oll"J.Y opc;",:-.tio~s on.!'l.c l?J.:'or;.>~rt.:t 
of or i.Trto Zl.ny .:.L.i.:cp ... :ct 1J.nJ.csc such oPO:CJ.ti.)11. ;.5 J.uthorizcd by both. 
thi: Commission and the airport authority involved. 

4.. Applic<ltL"t is autho:d.z~d to begin Opj~:C(ltions on tho d¢.tc 
thD.t the· Executive Director 'mails a notice- to 1.l1'pH.ca.nt ;·.hJlt he hl.ls 
evidence of il'ls.urancc· on ~ilc ' .... ith the Commiscion, and that the 
Californill High.· ..... ay P.:ttrol hus ,:tppxovcd. the uce of applicant's 
vehicles fox Ct:l:r.vicc~ 

'l'hiso:cder is effective today. 
Dated. APR 12 1~.8.9_, at San J:'xancisco, California • 
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C. MITCHELL WILK 
p:rczid.ent 

STANLEY W.. HULETT' 
JOHN B.. OHANIAN 
PATRICIA 'M. EC<,~R'I' 

Commiss.ion?:cs 

Commissioncr~rcderick R. D~da 
beinq necessarily a~scn~,. d~d 
not particip~te • 
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Appendix PSC-4129 Alberto Semedo Orig1nal Title Page 

CER'I'XFlCA'l'E 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPORATION 

PSC-4129 

Showing passenger st.age operative rights" restrictions I 
limitations, exceptions, and privileges. 

All changes and amendments as authorized by 
the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 

will be made as· revised· pages or added original pages .. 

Issued under authority of Decision _______ S __ 9 __ 0_4k __ '~'~ ____________ , dated 

____ AP_R_l_2_1..;.S8_9_, ____ of the Publie trtil.:tties Commission of the 

State of California in Application 88-05-002. 
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~APpendiX PSC-4129 

SECTION 1. 

SECTION 2. 

SECTION 3. 

Original Page 1 

IN..REX 

Page 

GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, 
LIMITATIONS, AND SPECIFICA'l'IONS .............. , •••• 2 

SERVlCE AREA DESCRIP'l'ION ............. ' ..................... 3 

ROUTE DESCRIPTION ................. ~ ...................... , .. 3 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision ____ ' """Sl.IoI9t-· .... OJ,;l4E..· ... (}u2 .... 9.c-____ , Application 88'-05-002. 
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SECTION 1. GENERAL, AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
ANO SPECIFICATIONS. 

Alberto Semedo by the certificate of publie convenience and 
necessity granted ~y the decision noted in the mdrgin, is Authorized 
to transport passengers and ~aggage on a door-to-door, on-eall basis 
between points. in Los Angeles. County and Los Anqeles International 
(LAX) or Lo·ng Beach (LGB) Airports, over and' alon9 the route 
described, subject, however, to the authority of this Commission to· 
change or modify the route at any time and subject to the followin9 
provisions: ' 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Motor vehicles may be turned at termini and 
intermediate points, in either direction at 
intersections of streets or by operating around· A 
block contiguous. to· such intersections, in accordance 
with local t:raffic regulations. 

When route descriptions are given in one direction, 
they apply to· operations in either direction unless 
otherwise inclicated. 

The term "'on-call H' as used refers to service which is 
authorized to· be rendered dependent on the demands of 
passengers·. The tariffs and titnetables s.hall show the 
conditions under which the authorized door-to-door, 
on-call service will ~e provided, and shall include 
the description of the boundary' of each fare zone, 
except when a single fare is charged to all pOints 
within' a single incorporated city. 

No passengers shall be transported except those 
having a point of origin or destination at LAX 
·or tGB. 

This certificate does not authorize the holder to 
. conduct any operation. on the property of or into 
any airport unless such operation is· authorized by 
both this, Commission and the airport authority 
involved • 

... ~ Issued by California Public Utilities CCllllDisdon. 

Decision _____ ..;::S::.:::9~O~4~~~~:.c.;9:._ ____ , Application 88-05-002 .. 
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Alberto SelDedo Original Page 3 

SECTION 2. SERVICE AREA DESCRIPTION 

Includes all points. within theqeographical limits of the 
following cities/communities and postal zip, codes,: 

Beverly Hills 
Burbank 
Carson 
Compton 
Culver City 
El Segundo 
Gardena 
Harbor City 
Hawthorne 
Hermosa Beach 
Huntington Park 
Inglewood 
Lawndale 
Lomita 
Long Beach 

Los Angeles 
Lynwood' 
Manhattan Beach 
Marina del Rey 
North Hollywood 
Paramount 
Playa del Rey 
Redondo Beach 
San Pedro 
Santa Monica 
Torrance 
Venice 
Wilmington 

90210-90212 
91501, 9'1502, 91504-91506 
9074$-90747, 90810 
9022'0-90222 
9 0230, 9'0232 
90245-
90247-90249 
90710 
90250 
902'54 
9025$ 
9,0301-90310 
90260-9026-1 
90717 
908:02-90810, 90813-908-15, 90822, 90840, 
908'46 
90001-90089 
90252 
90265 
90292 
91601-91609 
90723 
902'93 
90277-90278-
90731-90733 
90401-90406 
90501-90510 
9029-1 
90744 

SECTION 3,. ROUTE DESCRIPTION 

CommenCing at any point within the authorized' service area 
described in Sect,ion 2" then via the most convenient streets and 
highways to LAX OJ: LGB • 

Issued' by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision 8S 04 02S~ , Application 88-05-002. 


