
., 

• 

ALJ/LEM/pC 
, . 

Decision 89 04 038: APR 12 1989 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIE,S COMMISSION .OF THE STATE . 
In the matter of the application of 
Viking Freight System, Inc. for 
permanent authority for departure 
from CAL POC General Order 147-A, 
by using- Viking Distance Table 2 as 
authorized :by decis..ion 86-012-073, 
decis.ion 8:8-04-074: and Order SP'l'D 
No. 305,. 

~ IAPR:1,31989 
) 
) Application 88-12-034 
) (Filed December 16, 198a; 
) amended. January s., 198'9) 
) 
) 

------------------------------) 
o P Ll! ION 

Viking Freight System, Inc. (Viking), a highway common 
and. contract carrier, has held. interim authority to deviate from 
the provisions.- of General Ord.er (GO) 147-A by usinq Viking's 
Distance 1'able- 2 (DT' 2) in lieu o·f the CommisSion's Distance 
1'able 8 (01'- 8~.. This. authority has been granted Viking by 

Decisions (D.) 86-12-073 and S8-04-074, and by Special Tariff 
Docket 3,05-. Xileages.in 0'1'- 2 are MJned :between certain t7. s. 
Postal Servi~ five-digit zip code zones. for use in determining 
rates and. charg-es in Vikinq's mileaqe' tariffs. By this application 
Viking seeks permanent authority to- use 01" 2, as re.i.ssued' 
September 19, 198.8:. In support of its request Viking asserts as 
follows: 

In filing the initial application for authority to 
deviate from the provisions of 0'1' S, and in filing subsequent 
quarterly reports required by 0.86·-12-073: and 0 .. 88-04-074, Viking 
has demonstratea: that use of DT 2 has only a minimal impact upon 
its system wide revenues, and provides- the most accurate 
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implementation of DT 8 by zip code to date. ~hese reports show the 
following information: 

Revenue X:Ueage 
Repox:t lmpacx Xga¢ 

Initial application -0.29% +0.22\ 
Quarter l, 19-87 -0.6·6·% +0.20\ 
Quarter 2, 1987 -0.l6% -0.43% 
Quarter 3, 19'8-7 -0.24% -0.37% 
Quarter l, 198-8- -0·.02% +0.04% 
Quarter 2, 1988 +0.04.% +0.09% 
Quarter 3, 198:a -0.2l% -0.54% 
01' 2 impact (SP'rD 305) -0.l9% -0.3l% 

Viking notes t~at Resolution 'rS 682 orders that renewals 
of deviations under Public Utilities Code S 452 be sUbject to 
annual extensions for the first two years, and observes that this 
condition has now been met.. Viking directs our attention to 
Case 7024, OSB 40, et al., which is being conducted for the purpose 
of determining whether and to what extent changes should be made in 
the present distance table format. 0 .. 88:-l2-047 in that proceeding 
authorized the Commission's 'rransportation Division staff to 
solicit bids for the purpose of selecting a contractor to develop 
and maintain an actual mileage, zip code oriented distance ta}.)le. 
'rhe decision also states that carriers currently holding 
authorities to depart from the prOVisions of O'r 8 will be allowed 
to continue USing authorized documents. 

Viking. also requests relief from the requirement to file 
quarterly reports which have been a condition of each issuance of 
authority to depart from the provis.ions of 01" 8:. These reports 
show·comparis.oa:s. of mileages. and' charges. on shipments. under the 
prOVisions of both D'Z" 2 and: 01'- 8".. Even- with' the modification 
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allowed by D.g7-09-007, which requires only a one day sample 
comparison, extensive labor is involved. Because Viking is the 
largest less-than-truckload carrier performing intrastate 
transportation within Californ.ia, a 10% sample as required under 
0.87-09-007 necessitates the rerating of 500 sh.ipments. 1'0 perform 
the rerating, shipments for the somple day must be identified, and 
rate clerks must use 01' 8 to determine constructive mileages. 
Viking :believes that the consistency demonstrated by the quarterly 
report results indicated in the above ta:ble clearly show there is 
no longer a need for quarterly monitoring. 

We concur with the applicant that the consistent 
demonstration of the minor deviations from mileages and shipment 
charges resulting from its zip code based format,. when compared 
with the mileages and charges applicable under 01' s: calculations, 
adequately shows that Viking's charges are reasonable when 
deter.mined under its 01" 2. We also agree that there no longer 
exists the need for quarterly reporting of these comparisons, based 
upon the consistent showing of these minor deviations.. Further, 
our decis·ion in Case 7024, OSH 40 (supra) clearly authorizes the 
ultimate use by Viking of its present OT 2 format, without the need 
for quarterly reporting. Notice of filing of the application 
appeared in the Commission's'Oaily Transportation Calendar, No 
protest to granting the application has been' received. In the 
circumstances, the application should be granted .. 
Findings of..l'act 

1. Viking has held authority for over two-years to depart 
from the provis.ions of GO 147-A :by using its O'r 2, setting forth 
mileages between certain u. S. postal service five-digit zip code 
zones, in lieu of the Commission's 01' 8. 

2. Viking requests that its current interim authority to use 
DT 2 be granted on a permanent basis. 

3.. The ~arterly report data furnished with the application 
demonstrate that the differences between charges and mileages 
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determined under Viking's 01" 2 and those determined under 0'1' 8 have 
been and continue to be negligible. 

4. Granting Viking's. request to permanently use DT 2 in lieu 
of OT 8 will allow the carrier to continue to asseS8 reasonable 
rates and charges in connection with distAnce rated' shipments-. 

5·. 'rhe continued'filing by Viking of periodic reports 
setting forth comparisons of mileages and charges when deter.m1ned 
under both Viking'S 0'1" 2 and the Commission'8 DT' 8 would,be 
unnecessarily burdensome for Viking And the staff. 
~nCl\18ionQ of Law 

1. The AppliCAtion should be grAnted.. A public hearing is, 
not necessary. 

2. Since this mAtter is, uncontested, the effective date of 
this decision should: be today. 

ORDE...B 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Viking Freight System, Inc. (Viking) is authorized to 

permanently depart from the provisions of General Order 147-A by 
using its Dis,tance Table 2, and reissues thereof, in lieu of the 
Commission's Distance Table 8-, and reissues thereof .. 

2.. Viking need no longer file periodic reports in connection 
with the use of its Distance Table 2 .. 

This order is, effective today. 
Dated.' April 12', 198"9, At SAn Francisco., California .. 
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G. MITCHELL WXI.X 
President 

STANLEY W. HOLE'lT 
JOHN B., OHANIAN 
PM'RICIA H .. ECKERT' 

CotIIDlissionera' 

Commis8ionerFrecierick R .. ])uda, 
:being nece88u.11Y",absent, did 
not participate-; ';" . ",' 

J ·CmIFY'~THAT ]HIS OEOSION 
WAS, A~~OVeI>SY· iHE ASOVE 
CO,."",v.:SS:ONE~ TOOAY~ 

/Itt!:, !1/:r!~1 
( ./'(;'.',1 / Uj':'.i.··fj."p.lJ 
'vI ...... ' W~I:,W(I ~'tiyo CiroctCl' 
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~ determined under Vikinq's Dr 2 and those determined under O~ 8 have 
been and continue t~ be negligi~le. 

• 

4. Granting Viking's request to permanently use OT 2 in lie 
of OT 8 will allow the carrier to continue to assess reasonable 
rates and charges in connection with distance rated- shipments. 

5. The continued filing by Viking of periodic :ceports 
setting fo:cth comparisons- of mileages. and charges when det 
under both Viking's 0'1" 2 and the Commission's 01' a- would 
unnecessarily bu:cdensome for Viking and the staff~ 
COnclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted. 
not necessa%)",. 

2. Since this matter, is 
this decision should' be today. 

OR D...I It 

IT IS ORDEREJ) that: 
1. Viking Freight System, Inc. 

permanently depart f:com the provisio 
authorized to 

of General Order 147-A by 
using its Distance Table 2, and re sues thereof, in lieu of the 
Commission's Distance 'I'able 8:,. an reissues thereof. 

2. vikiDq need no longer 1le periodic reports in connection 
with the 

--~~----r---' at San FranCisco, California. 

G. .MITCHELL WILl< 
Presicient 

StANLEY w,", HOLE'.r'l' 
JOHN B •. OHANIAN 
PATRICIA M .. ECKERT 

COmmissioners' 

. '. ·i , - 4· -

Commissioner Frc~erick R. ~dA 
.:being necesS4.rilY ·'.!Ibscnt, <ii<i 
not pa.rtieipAte • 


