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Dcci:ion _..l8"",9~-~0~4';';;'-.lC.I031(.19,--_ April 12, 1989 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for an order authorizing the ) 
construction of two light rail ) 
vehicle tracks at separated grade ) 
above Alameda Street at a location ) 
designated' :by Southern Pacific ) 
Transportation Company as Dominguez ) 
in the County of Los Angeles. ) 

------------------------------) 

AppliCAtion 88-12-033 
(Filed' December 10-, 1988) 

I.Nl'ERIM OPINIOH 

As pArt of the project to construct a light rail transit 
(LRT) sys,tem, the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to construct two light rAil vehicle 
(LRV) tr4cks at separated grades over Alameda Street in Los 
Angeles County. 

The LonqBeach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project is part 
of an on-going transit development ,process in which the Long 
Beach-Los Angeles corridor and thirteen other corridors hav~ been 
identified as candidates for transit improvements. The project 
is Doing planned a8 a conventional LRT' system from downtown Los 
Angeles to downtown Long Beach to serve :between 54-,000 and 76,000 
passengers per day.. A variety o,f impacts were identified, :both 
benefiCial and adverse. Mitigation measures will either 
eliminate or reduce the severity of the adverse impacts to 
acceptable levels. 

LAC~ is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEOA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, at seq. After preparation 
and review of, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), LAC'l'C 
app~oved the project. On. March 29, 19'8S., a Notice of. 
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Determination was filed with the secretar.r for Resources and with 
the Los Angeles county Clerk which found that "The proje~t will 
have a significant impact on the environment"'~ A Statement of 
OVerriding Considerations was adopted' for the project. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

The site of the proje~t has been inspected ~y the SAfety 
Division's Traffic Engineering staff, who after review of the 
proposed crossing improvement plans, portions of which have l:>een 
incorporated in Appendix "A"' attached to this order, recommend 
that LACTC's request be granted. 

During the course of planning and review the 
Commission's Rail/Transit Planning and Policy Branch waS 
initially of the opinion that considoration should be given to 
the installation of railings and walkways on LRV aerial 
structures, at such locations where installation might appear 
desirable on the Lon9' Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project .. 
After several meetings ~y all the ~oncerned parties during a two 
year time frame, LACTC advised the Commission that it believed it 
could successfully satisfy the individual concerns of the 
affected agencies along the corridor. It was their intention to 
address and resolve each issue with each agency on a case-by
case, agency-by-agency basis. 

LACTC further believes that because of the unique and 
diverse circumstances associated with each segment of the 
project, that their proposed course of action would 
satisfactorily resolve any concerns of the transit corridor 
agencies as well as reservations that the Commission staff may 
have had initially concerning the issue of handrail/walkways for 
the Lonq Beach-Los, Anqeles. Rail Transit Project aerial 
structures. 

Because of the urgency of this project and the need" for 
LAC'l'C to move' ahead with the construction of this important 
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se~ent of LRT' system, we will issue an order granting interim 
authority for the construction of LRV tracks as requested by 
applicant in the instant application. A later final order will 
be issued addressing the question of aer~al structures in this 
proceeding and in those other proceedings where this question has 
:been raised (Applications 86-08-035, 87-12-034, 88-08-005, 88-06-
037, and 8:8-06-024 .. ) This will allow for a more comprehensiv~ 
and' consistent treatment of these several related matters, 
without unduly delaying LACTC's necessary construction work at 
the Alameda Street site now. The Safety Division's Traffic 
Engineering Section has studied the need for the proposed grade 
separation and recommends that one be granted at this location. 

LAC'l'C has met the filing requirements o£ the 
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure' includ'1ng Rule 40, 
which relate3 to the construction of a railroad across a public 
highway. Detailed drawings 0'£ the grade separations, and roadway 
geometries are in Appendix "A'" attached to this order. 

The Commission by DeciSion 8:7-07-073, dated' July 29, 
1987 in Application 8:7-04-052 had granted LACTC authority to 
construct an SP1" track across Alamed'a Street identified as 
Crossing BBM-496.6·8'-C and to close and remove Crossing BBH-
496·.5'1, also across Alameda Avenue.. In addition, LAC'rC filed 
Application 88-12-021 on December S, 1988, to construct portions 
of the LRV grade separation structure over three tracks of SPr's 
Wilmington aDd' San Pedro Branch Lines. 

LA~ wishes to· commence construction of this portion of 
its LRT" system at the earliest possible date. It i~ therefore 
requested that the usual 30-day effective date on an order be 
waived~ We will make' our order effective immediately .. 

Notice· of the appliCAtion was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on: December 21, 1988:. No protests 
have been received. A public' hearing is not neceSSAry .. , 
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Findings of Fact 
1.. LAC'rC requests authority under Public Utilities Code 

Sections 1201-120S. to, cons.truct two LRV tracks at separated 
grades over Alameda S·treet in Los Angeles County. 

2. Construction of the LRV tracks. at separated 9'X'ades over 
Alameda Street is an essential element in the construction of the 
LRT- system. 

3. Public convenience, necessity, and s.afety require 
construction of the two LRV tracks at separated grades over 
Alameda S,treet as indicated in Appendix "'A"- attached to this. 
order. 

4. The need for railings and walkways on LRV aerial 
structures will be dealt with by further order of the Commission. 

5.. LAC'rC is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 
as amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered. the lead agency's EIlt. 

7. The Long Beach-Los Angeles Rail Transit Project will 
have a significant impact on the environment:. however, mitigation 
measures will either eliminate or reduce the severity of the 
adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

8. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted 
for the project .. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. The usual 30-day effective date on an order should'be 
waived. as. LAC'I'C'wishes to commence construction of the project at 
the earliest, poss,ible date .. 
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XNTERIM ORQM 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
l. The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) 

is authorized to construct two LRV tracks at separated grades 
over Alameda Street, to be identified as Crossing' 84L-14 .. 3-S. in 
Los Angeles County, at the location and substantially as shown by 
plans attached to the application and Appendix ~A~ of this order. 

2 .. Clearances and walkways shall be in accordance with 
General Order (GO) 143 .. 

3 .. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 
the parties.. A copy of the agreement has been filed with the 
Commission. 

4.. The Commiss.:i.on w.:i.ll issue a final order concerning 
railings and walkways on aerial structures at a later date • 

S. With.:i.n 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

6. This authorizat.:i.on shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time· is extended or if the above .conditions 
are not complied with~ Authorization may be revoked or modified 
if public convenience,. necessity, or safety 80, require. 
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7. The ~pvlication is granted as set forth 4bovc. 
'l'hiz ordcl:' i::: c C£~ct.ivc tod.:l.Y. 

lJo:l.tcd AP.R 12 198.9 at Soln Fr.:ncisco I Cal.U:,,:cnia. 

G. MITCHELJ'", WILK 
President 

STANLEY W.. IiULE'l''l' 
JOHNB.·OH.AJ."'1IAN 
PATRICIA M. ECXERT 

Commissioners 

Commissioner Frederick R~ 

I being necessArily absent, 
not l?articip~tO'. 
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89 04 039 APR 12 '1989 
Decision 

BEFORE T-HE-P-UB-LI-C--U-TILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ST 'l'E OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matte: of the App11eation of 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORT~TION 

COMMISSION 
for an order authorizing the 
construction of two light rail 
vehicle tracks at separated grade 
above Alameda Street at a location 
designated by Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company as· Dominguez 
in the County of Los Angeles. 

Appl cation 88-12-033 
(Fil d December 16, 1988) 

construct a light rail transit 
(LRT) system, the Los Angeles Co ty Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) requests authority to c nstruct two light rail vehicle 
(LRV) tracks, at separated grad s over Alameda Street in Los 
Angeles County .. 

The Long Beach-Los geles Rail ~ransit Project is part 
of an on-going transit deve opment process. in which the Long 
Beach-Los Angeles. corridor and thirteen other corridors have been 
identified as candidates. or transit improvements.. The project 
is being planned as a co ventional LRT system from downtown Los 
Angeles to downtown Lo Beach to serve between 54,000 and 76,000 
passengers per day.. variety of impacts were identified, both 
beneficial and adver Mitigation measures· will either 
eliminate or reduce he severity of the adverse impacts to 
acceptable levels. 

LACTC is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Envir nmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,. 
Public Resourc ,Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and· review o·f an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), LACTC 
approved the roj'ect~ On March 29', 1985.,a, Notice of 

Determinati n was filed with the Secretary for Resources and with 
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