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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION §F THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the City of Modesto )
requestzng a grade cross;ng and )
extension of West Union Avenue ) Application 86-09-019
across the railroead tracks of the ) (Filed September 15, 1986)
)
)
)

Union Pacific Razlroad in Modesto,
California.

'
'

QRINION.

The City of Modesto (City) requests authority to
construct West Union Avenue at grade across the tracks of Tidewater
Southern Railway Company’s (TSR) main line in Modesto, Stanislaus
County.

The project will connect existing segments of West Union
Avenue on the east and west sides of the railroad tracks, thereby
improving vehicular access and traffic circulation in a growing
residential area. Appendix A is a sketch of the proposed crossing
location. |

City is the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seg. After preparation
and review of an Initial Study, City issued a Negative Declaration
and approved the project. On November 21, 1988, a Notice of

. Determination was filed with the Stanislaus County Clerk which
found that “The project will not have a significant effect on the
environment.”

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. |
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) The application meets the f£iling reguirements of the

Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rule 38,

which relates to construction of a public highway across a

W railroad. Due €0 the few train movemonts and projected light

2@_*, vahicﬁ:ar traffic, a grade separation at this locatisn is not
prac:i¢al.

" " The site of the proposed project has been inspected by

4@ the'Commission's-S&fety Division’s Traffic Engineering staff. The

i staff examined the need for znd safety of the proposed rail
¢crossing, and recommends issuance of an ex.parte ordar authorizing
the propesed crossing subject to the installation of automatic
gate-typﬂ s;gnals as protect;on. ‘

' By protest filed September 24, 1986, TSR objected to
granting of authority to ¢onstruct the crossing, alleging that

e City had not made adequate showings that a grade separation is
@ :.mp*'act:.cal or that a crossing is necessary.

' By letter dated July 16, 1987, City requested that the
natter be set for hearing. Accordingly, the matter was re2assigned
to the Administrative lLaw Judge Division on August 4, 1587. ¢

By letter dated January 5, 1983, TSR informed the
N Commission that it had reconsidered its position in this matter
’ and had decided to.acquiesce in the construct:ion Of a new ¢rossing
at West Union Avenue. TSR stated that in the near future an
agreement would be negotiated with City.
Subseguent correspondence between the parties resulted in
the Commission receiving on January 31, 1989, a copy of an
agreement entered into between 61ty and TSR on November 1, 1988.

There are no unresolved” protests to-the appl;cat;on. A ‘ 'f
public hearxng is not necessary.:

'
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Findings o Fact ,
City requests authority under Public Utilities (PU)
Code Sections 2201~1205 to construct West Union Ave nue at grade
across the tracks of TSR’s maln lzre 11 Modesto, Stan;slaus Coun.y.
2. The proposed grade cross*ng is reﬂuirnd to improve |
vehlcular acenss and traffic c1rculat10ﬁ in a.grow1ng residential
area. '
: 3. Public convenience and necessity require construction
of the proposed railroad-niqhway‘crossing;
4. Public salety roquire" that protection at the

crossing be two Standard No. 9 automatic gatn~type s;gnala (Caneral
Oxder (GO) 75=C).

5. Civy is thp lead agnncy for tnis project under CE
as anmended.

6. The Commission if A responzibio agency for this
project and has reviewed and conszdo“ed the lead agencv’s In&t;a-,
Study and hegatzve Decla-atzon. o :

~.

7. ”he projecu wzll have no ~iqni£,cunﬁ impact on tha
envmronment- . :

QQDQlAElQD_QZ_Lﬁw -

~ The anplzcat;ow «hould be grantcd as sct ‘orth in the
' following order..,

ORER

IT IS ORDERED that: | o
1. The City of Mbdesto~(¢ity) is aathorized to sonmtruct
West Union Avenue at grade across the tracks of Tidewater Soutlherm
Railway Company’s (Tsny'main‘line in Mcdesteo, Stanislsus County, at
the location and substant;aliy as-shown by plans attached to the
tappllcatlon, to bﬂ dentlrmed as. Crossmng 75—24-2.
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2. - Construction of .ﬁe cros-;ng shale be equal or
superior to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-B. '

3. c1earances shall be in- qccordence wmth GO 26=D.
Walkways shall conform to GO 118. L

4. Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard No.
9 automatic gate-tyvpe signal (GO 75~C).

5. Construction expense of the crossing and installation
cost of the automatic protecticn shall be borne by City.

. 6. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.

Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be beoerne by City
under PU Code Section 1202.2.

7. Construction plans of the crossing, approved by TSR,
toaether with a copy of the agreement entered into between the
prrtics, shall be filed with the Commission prior to commencing
construction.

’ 8. Within 30 days after completion of the work under
thiz order, City shall notify the Commission in writing that the
authormzed worX has been completed. :

' 9. This authorization .shall expirs if not exersized
within two years unless time is extended or if the abeve conditions
are not complied with. Authorizat;on ray be ravoked ox modxticd iL
publxc convenience, neces xty, or‘,azety so'reqLire-

s




10. The application is granted as ot foxrth above.
This order becomes effective 20 days from today.
Dated MPY 1 0 1939 , at ‘San Francisco,

- california. . |
G MITCHELL WaLK.

" Presidert
' FREDERICK R DupA
STANLEY W.' HULETT
JCHN B..OHANIAN™
PATRICIA. M. ECKERT
Commissioners

1 CERW <mA'r n-us oscmou
WAL AZTROVED- w‘maova_
COMMSS&O\LFRS TODAY. _
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APPENDIX A

MODESTO, CA.
STANISLAUS COUNTY
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| "~ — PROPOSED CROSSING
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