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Decision as os 052' MAY 26 1989, 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Applieation of the ) 
City of Montebello for the construction ) 
of a proposed alteration of an existing ) 
qrade separation of Blutt Road at the ) 
Union Pacifie Railroad Crossing 3-8 .. 9A ) 
in the County of Los Anqeles ) 

---------------------------------) 
OPINLOJ{ 

A~plication 87-09-01$ 
(F~led september 8, 1987) 
(Amended March 29, 1989) 

The City of Montebello (City), requests authority to 
reconstruct the Bluff Road Overpass over the trackS,' ot Union 
Pacific Railroad Company's (UP) Mainline in Montebello" Los Angeles 
County. 

The project will replace the existing wooden. bridge Blutt 
Road Overpass Which is substandard in width,,. structurally 
inadequate and partially deteriorated with a modern reinforced 
concrete structure with two 20-foot wide lanes, tor vehicles and two 
6-foot wide sidewalks for pedestrians.. The existing approaeh 
pavement approaeh qrades will also be improved to, provide sate 
stopping sight distances for automobiles and. trucks travelling 
within the speed limit, 2$ miles per hour. The original structure 
was built in 1902'. 

The proposed strueture would meet the minimum elearances 
as provided for in General Order No. 26-D. Reduced clearances will 
be required during construction .. 

City is the lead agency for this project under the 
calitornia Enviromnental Quality Act ot 1970 CCEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources CPR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. City has 
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~A~~--~~~d that this project is exempt trom CEQA under Class 
2: Replacement or Reconstruction, as the replacement ~f an existing 
structure where the new structure will be located on the same site 
as the structure replaced and will have substantially the same 
purpose and capacity, under section 15302 of the CEQA Guidelines 
(l4 Cal. Adlttin. Code - Div. 6) .. 

The Commission is a responsi}:)le agency for this proj'eet 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead Agency's 
exemption determination •. 

The site of the project has been inspected ~y the 
COlnlnission's safety Division Traffic Eng~neering staff, who, after 
review of the proposed grade separation plans,. portions of which 
have been incorporated in Appendjx NAN attached to this order, 
recommend that City'S request,be'qranted .. 

City has met the filing requirements of the Commission's 
Rules of Practice and Procedure including Rule 3e, which relates to 
the construetion of public highways across a railroad track. 

City wis~es to commence construction of Bluff Road qrade 
separation at the earliest possible date. It is therefore 
requested that the usual 30-day effective date on an order be 

waived. We will maXe our order effective immediately .. 
By protest filed November 3, 1987, 'O'P informed the 

Commission, that City and UP were not yet in aqreement regarding 
the cost apportionment of the reconstruction of the Bluff Road 
Overpass. City forwarded copy of aqreement between the parties to 
the Commission, on September 30, 1988. There are no other 
unresolved issues, a public hearing is not necessary. 
FinaiDgs ot Eact 

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities Co4e 
Sections 1201-1205· to· reconstruct the Blutf Road Overpass over the 
tracks ot Union Pacific Railroad Company's (UP) Mainline in 
Montebello·, Los An9'eles county •. 
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2. Reconstruction of the overcrossinq is required to 
provide a safe and structurally adequate'overcrossing of OP'S 
tracks .. 

3.. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
reconstruction of the Bluff Road,overpass. 

4. City is the lead agency for this. project under CEQA,. as 
amended. 

s. The Commission is a responsi~le agency for this project 
and has reviewed and' considered the lead agency's exemption 
deterxnination~ 

6.. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a siqnificant 
effect on the environment. 
CODclusions of Law 

1. The application should ~e granted as set fOrth in the 
following order .. 

2. The activity is not covered by the requirements set forth 
in CEQA and, therefore, the Guidelines (14 cal. Admin. Code-Diy. 6) 
concerning the evaluation of projects and the preparation and 
review of environmental documents do not apply. 

3. The usual 30-day effective date on an order should be 
waived as City wishes. to commence construction of the project at 
the earliest , possible date. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The City of Montebello, (City), is authorized to 

reconstruct the Bluff Road Overpass at separated grades over the 
tracks of Onion Pacific RailroadCompany"s (OP) 'Mainline in 
Montebello, Los Angeles- County, at the location and ~ubstantially 
as shown by plans attached to the application and-this order, 
identified as crossing 3-S.9-A • 
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2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (CO) 
26-Di except that during the period of construction a elearanee of. 
not less than 21'-OH above top of rail (vertical) and 8'-GH between 
the centerline of the track and concrete forms (horizontal), shall· 
be authorized and UP shall be authorized· to operate with such 
reduced clearanees provided that instructions are issued by the 

railroad and filed with the Commission warning.the employees of the 
restricted elearances. 

3. City shall notify the commission and: UP at least 15, but 
not more than 30, days in advance of the date' when the temporary 
clearanees will be created. 

4. Walkways shall eonform to GO 118. Walkways adjaeent to 
any trackage subject to· rail operations shall be maintained· free of 
obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their original 
eondition in the event of damag-e during- eonstruction., 

s. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 
the parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of the 
crossings approved by up., shall be filed. with the Commission prior 
to· commencing construction. Should the parties fail t~agree, the 
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance 
by further order. 

4. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, City shall notify the Commission in writing' that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

S. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or mod.ified· if' 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so· require-.. 
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6. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order is effective today. 
Oated MAY 2'6' 1989, ,at San Francisco" cali!crnia 
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fReDERICK R. DUOA ' 
srNlEf w~ HULETT.­
JOHN' B~.·OHANlAN -,­
PAtRICIA- M., ECKERT 

Commlsalon8r& 
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STATE OF' CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF' CORRECTIONS. 
PRISON INDUSTRY AUTHORITY' 

m.rrlifirat:r nf lfnbiuibual ilirr.ofilm .ar 
®tqEr ~4.ot.ograpqir i~Epr.oburtiDn 

I, the undersigned" hereby certify to, the following in connection with the 
accompanying microfilm (photographic reproduction) : . 

Thot I, Tho..co~s Coupe' , Industrial Superintendent, P.loA. Micrographics or 
~h.tlSan on employee in the chorge of 

Mr. Coupe' , hove been provided with occess· to the records,. documents, 
instruments,. plans, books. or papers (hereafter referred to os ,. records") of 

C.P.U.C. (DECISIONS) ot CMF"S VACAVILLE, CAUF. , 

for the purpose of microfilming;, thot such occess. wos provided with the 
consent of soid person or entity; thot such records ore reproduced in the 
occomponying microfilm; ond thot eoch Deportment of Corrections ? .I'A of 
the Stote of Cctifornia reproduction includes the followi'ng symbol, roll 

, number J/~/) , • 

That pursuant to delegation of the Department of Corrections P.IA , I om 
authorized to direct ond control the reproduction of documents ond records 
of the Deportment or of other persons· ond entities in the manner 
authorized by Section 14756 of the Government Code, ond Section 1551 of 
the' Evidence Code; end to certify under officio I seal. of the Deportment. 

That this· microfilm of the above described records was taken under my 
directi?n and control on the date hereof ond that it is 0 complete. true 
correct copy thereof; 

That the microfilming or the other photogrophic processes were occomplished 
in a monner ond on film which meet the standard specification of the 
United Stotes National 8t:Jreou of Stondords· and: A.N.S.I. 

That this certificate wos made ot the time of the taking of this. microfilm. 

WITNESS my hand· and the' seal of the Deportment of Corrections Prison 
Industry Authority P() , day of fEb.· 91 

d1RmtIzA:B Dcz, ~ 
THOMAS R. COUPE· 
Indus.triol. Superintendent 
P .!.A. Micrographics 

california 

~ 



STA.TE OF CAUFORNIA. 
DEP'ARTMENT OF" CORRECrfONS 
PRISON INDUSTRY AUTHORITY' 

Qt-rrlifirat.r .af lInbiuibual :microfilm .ar 
®tq ~r f.8 qnto grap qir t.'Zeprn burlinn 

&,.rii.an 1475.6 <lD'\T.rnmtnd (ltD' b,. 

I, the undersignedp hereby certify to· the following. in connection with the 
accompanying microfilm (photographic reproduction) : . 

That I, Tho..r;o~ Coupe' , Industrial Superintendentp P.IA Micrographics or 
~an an employee in the charge of 

Mr. Coupe' , hove been provided with access. to the records,. doeumentsp 

instrumentsp plansp books or papers (hereafter referred to as "records") of 
c. P', 0 .c, (DECISIONS) at CMF'S VAC1WILLE ( CA'L!F. • 

for the purpose of microfilming; that such access was provided with the 
consent of said person or entity; thot such records ore reproduced in the 
occompanying microfilm; and that each Deportment of Corrections ?JA of 
the State. of California reproduction includes the followin9 symbol, roll 
number Ji~tJ· • 

Thct pursuant to delegation of the Deportment of Corrections ?.lA , I am 
authorized to direct and control the reproduction of documents ond records 
of the Department or of other persons· ond entities in the manner 
authorized by Section 14756 of the Government Code. and Section 1551 of 
the Evide.nce Code;. and to certify under official seal of the Deparlo1i1en'l 

That this: mrcrofilm of the above described records was taken under my 
drrection and control on the dote hereof end thot it is a complete,. true' 
correct copy thereof;. . 

That the microfilming or the other photographic' processes were accomplished 
in a manner and on film which meet the standard specification of the 
United States Notional Bureau of Standards.· and A.N.SJ. 

That this certificate was mode. at the time of the taking of· this microfilm. 

WITNESS my hand and~ the seal of the Deportment of CorrectTons Prison 
Industry Authority 1"1(J , day of fEh. 9/ 

culifoPft(a· 

d.bczmts.A 2 Ocu ptC 
THOMAS R. COUPE' 
Ind\;Jstriol. Superintendent 

~ ... 
P .IA Microgrophics. 


