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Decision __ 89 07 €15 JUL 61988 |
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the State of California, )
Department of Transportation for an order)
authorizing the Department to: Widen, by)
replacement, an existing grade-separation)
known as the El Cerrito Separation & )
Overhead (rxght) and to construct a new ) Application 88~08~-011
grade separation to be known as the ) (Filed August 4, 1938)
Buchanan Street Off-Ramp & Overhead, both)
over the Southern Pacific Transportation )
Company’s tracks in the City of Albany, )
County of Alameda, California. )
)

QEINIQON

As part of the project to make operational improvements
to Interstate Route 80 (I-80) from the San Francisc¢o-Oakland Bay
Bridge to the Carquinez Bridge, the State of California, Department
of Transportation (Caltrans) requests authority to replace and
widen the existing E)l Cerrite Separation & Overhead (right) at
separated grades over the tracks ¢f Southern Pacific Transportation
Company’s (SPT) main line in Albany, Alameda County.

Caltrans alse requests authority to construct the
Buchanan Street Off-Ramp & Overhead at separated grades over the
same tracks of SPT’s main line.

The El Cerrito Separation & Overhead (right) carries the
easthbound lanes of I~80 over the railroad tracks and Cleveland
Avenue, a lec¢al north-south arterial. It is assigned PUC No. A-
10.8~A. The Buchanan Street QOff-Ramp & Overhead is to connect the
westbound lanes of I-80 to Buchanan Street.

Major impacts of the project include construction noise
and removal of roadside landscaping. Mitigation measures include
noise barriers and replacement landscaping.
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Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seg. The project is
covered by a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) which was
approved by the Federal Highway Administration on February 13,
1984.

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s FEIS.
The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the
Commission’s Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The staff
examined the need for and the safoty of the proposod croseings, and
recommends issuance of an ex parte order authorizing the requested
grade separations.

The application meets the filing requirements of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rule 38,
which relates to the construction of a public highway across a
rallroad. A sketch of the project vicinity is included as Appendix
A.

Notice of the application was published in the
Commission’s Daily Calendar on August 10, 1988. No protests have
been received. A public hearing is not necessary.

Pindi ¢ T

1. Caltrans requests authority under Public Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to replace and widen the existing El Cerrito
Separation & Qverhead (right) over the tracks of SPT’s main line in
Albany, Alameda County.

2. Caltrans also requests authority to construct the
Buchanan Street Off-Ranmp & Overhead over the same tracks of SPI’s
main line.

3. The crossings are essential elements of I-80 operational
improvements. ' |
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4. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require
replacement and widening of the existing El Cerrito Separation &
Overhead (right), and construction of the Buchanan Street Off-Ramp
& Overhead.

5. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA,
as amended.

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s FEIS.

7. The I-80 Operational Improvements project will have a
significant effect on the environment; however, mitigation measures
will reduce the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable
levels.

Sonclusion of Law
The application should be granted as set forth in the
following order.
QBRDRER
IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The State of California, Department of Transportaion
(Caltrans), is authorized to replace and widen the existing El
Cerrito Separation & Overhead (right) over the tracks of Southern
Pacific Transportation Company’s (SPT) main line in Albany, Alameda
County, at the location and substantially as shown by plans
attached to the application, to continue to be identified as
Crossing A~10.8-A.

2. Caltrans is authorized to construct the Buchanan Street
Off-Ramp & Overhead over the tracks of SPT’s main line in Albany,
Alameda County, at the location and substantially as shown by plans
attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing A-11.0~A.

3. Clearances shall ke in accordance with General Orxder (GO)
26=D; except that during the period of construction at the Buchanan
Street Off-Ramp & Overhead a clearance of not less than 21/ -~ 67
above top of rail shall be authorized and SPT shall be authorized
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to operate with such reduced overhead clearance provided that
instructions are issued by the railroad and filed with the
Commission forbidding employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the
structure.

4. Caltrans shall notify the Commission and SPT at least 15,
but not more than 30, days in advance of the date when the
temporary impaired clearance will be created.

5. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to
any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free of
obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their original
condition in the event of damage during construction.

6. Construction and maintenance ¢osts shall be borne in
accordance with an agreement to be eéntered into between the
parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of the
crossings approved by SPT, shall be filed with the Commission prior
to commencing construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance
by further order.

7. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, Caltrans shall advise the Commission in writing that the
authorized work has been completed.

8. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require.

9. The application is granted as set forth above.

This oxder becomes effective 30 days from today.
Dated JUL 61389 , at San Francisco, California.

G. MITCHELL WIK

' President
FREDERICK R. DUDA
- STANLEY W. HULETT

JOHN B. OHANIAN

ATEICIAM. Q ERT
| CCEW’Y TPAT Trisa
WAS APPROVED B/s i€

COMMISSIONERS &OJAY

/~/ / .,/y 4

s Maery




THE NEST
DOCUMENTS 4RE
POOR ORIGINALS

DI ICROFILMING SSERVICES

will not assume responsibility

for the Image ?ué’-]fty




. . A e M

A NN wo,ﬁl.l- oA

ey ayeyem

RETAINING WALL St =y BYCHANAN 3P o(r-rmr [ AN
Or No )8 AWGI br No_ 8335 r

110-60- 99V

JE
&

BUCHANAN 3T ORF+ RANP
@ 8r No I3 BT L

MAELTAINING W nie BOS 27
A Ay, Sy s AL

o

7/’ FETAINING WAL, BIEN &
Ap M Y 8IAM

Ll cenrire ou-aon AWIDEN;
e No 3381 |

"7 UL SERRIIT CONNTDETOUR OF (Teenm)
. /" ar Mo 381980 0 »

TZM® RETAINING Wi X 3 b :
Py R”:moto il . - —— "umlqo"

VI'HP R(,TAININQ

X ”vwm/, . . Aq.v — ' ‘ ’I //
' ' ‘5 4% ' - Cro:.ﬁn’ ﬂ-lo.B"A

CLINE M(‘l s e
Br Mw 33+ 9

cl. cmuro CONMCNK
ar Ao 33938

U‘; CEHKJTO .;M ¢ OM (FEMACL)

raiNENe
-

S g e b
- s

CALIFORNIA  |Pmuctumes -onsim 12 [Siarerim] 807580 JUNCTION AT ALBANY
PUBLIC UTIILITIES COMMSIION SHETT-EXINIT 5"

5 " A L) .
{, SOPARTMOT W TRARLIORTATOW A LT :
T T 1 4 ) b
Soiv s o et ! J : ;7, T L — e .
».

.

A /;/oano/l'x A




